
Message Title: WHAT TYPE OF MEMORIAL WILL WE LEAVE BEHIND? {5/24/2020} 
 

READ: [2 Timothy 4:1-8] *{vss. 6-8} 

 

In essence, Paul is writing his own epitaph or memorial.  He does so by speaking 

about: 
 

1.  HIS DEATH {vs. 6} 
 

{vs. 6} “…I am now ready to be offered…”  
 

Scriptural Support: [Philippians 2:17] / [Romans 12:1]  
 

{vs. 6} “…the time of my departure is at hand.” 
 

The Greek Word for DEPARTURE is taken from the primary verb meaning  

to loosen, break, destroy, dissolve… 
 

1. It speaks of unharnessing a horse, mule, or the yoke of oxen after a long 

day of work in the field. 
 

In his Exposition of The Bible, John Gill puts it this way, by saying, “Death 

is not an annihilation of man, neither of his body, nor of his soul; the one 

at death returns to dust, and the other to God that gave it; death is a 

dissolution of soul and body, or a dissolving of the union that is between 

them, and a resolution of the body into its first principles…”  He goes on 

to say, “…it is a removing of persons from one place and state to 

another; from a house of clay, from this earthly house of our tabernacle, 

to a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens, to everlasting 

habitations, and mansions in Christ's Father's house.” 
 

Scriptural Support: [Matthew 25:21] 
 

2. The root of this Greek Word for DEPARTURE is a word that’s used to speak of 

releasing a prisoner. 
 

Scriptural Support: [Philippians 1:21 & 23] / [Ecclesiastes 3:1-2] / 

[Revelation 14:13] 
 

There’s an old Greek Proverb that states, “Do your giving while you're 

living, so you'll be knowing where it's going. We make a living by what 

we get, but we make a life by what we give.” 
   

Scriptural Support: [Revelation 21:4] 
 

3. The root of this Greek Word for DEPARTURE is also a word used to speak of 

casting off the mooring lines of a ship, as it sets out to sea. 

 

 

 



2.  HIS TESTIMONY {vs. 7} 
 

Paul’s Life was full of meaning… He gives Timothy {& Us} THREE PICTURES: 

 

1. HE WAS A FAITHFUL SOLDIER – “I have fought a good fight…” 
 

Scriptural Support: [Ephesians 6:12] / [2 Timothy 2:3] / 
 

2. HE FINISHED HIS COURSE {Race} – “…I have finished my course…” 
 

J. Vernon McGee said, “Life is not only a battle, life is a race.” 
 

Scriptural Support: [1 Corinthians 9:24-27] / [Philippians 3:14] /  

[Hebrews 12:1-2] 
 

3. HE KEPT THE FAITH – “…I have kept the faith:”  
 

Scriptural Support: [Ephesians 4:1] / [1 Corinthians 4:2] / 

[1 Timothy 6:20-21] 

 

3.  HIS REWARD {vs. 8}  
 

Someone has rightly stated & asked the following… “No man knows the day or 

hour when Jesus will come; we do not know the day or hour when we will be 

called to meet The Lord in death.  If this should be the day of The Lord’s return, 

or if this should be the day physical death comes for me, could I testify as Paul 

did long ago?  Have I really fought a good fight?  Have I kept the faith?  Am I 

finishing my course by remaining FOCUSED on The Only One who truly 

matters?” 

 
Ravi Zacharias once declared “…The person of Jesus Christ provides that 

coherent answer in the incarnation, He identifies my malady, provides for my 

malady, draws me into that relationship, takes me through the process of 

suffering, shows me the purity of Jesus Himself in the way He taught and lived, 

and ultimately in rising from the dead, He teaches me that time is merely a 

temporal thing.  We are here for eternity, and He alone is able to take us 

through the cross, past the open tomb, and into the very presence of Almighty 

God…” 

 
 Scriptural Support: [1 Corinthians 2:9] / [John 14:6] 

 

 


