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This will be a nine-week sermon series that 
focuses on the Book of the Acts of the Holy Spirit 
in and through the infant church. The Book of 
Acts shows the danger of being the church 
immediately after Jesus. This is the church 
adventure that continues today.  

OCTOBER SERMONS 

October 6 – The Church’s Message
October 13 – Community, Good and Bad
October 20 – Church Problems 
October 27 – Church Bring Diversity

CONTINUED SERMON SERIES



LEADERSHIP NOMINEES

ELDERS

Catherine Sanders
Catherine has 
7 children and 
18 wonderful 
grandchildren.  
C a t h e r i n e 
received Christ 
in her life in 
1975. She is a 
widow twice.  

Catherine is semi-retired because 
you never retire from learning and 
growing in Christ. She is a Sunday 
school teacher, which she loves, and 
has served as a Deacon. You know 
the saying, “once a Deacon always 
a Deacon.”  The Christian life should 
never become stagnant, that’s why 
Catherine is nervous but executed 
about the new prescription put  
before us.

Noah Sherman
Noah been a 
part of CHPC 
his whole life. 
Since birth, he 
has been with 
and intertwined 
with the CHPC 
family. Noah has 

been a Sunday school assistant, a part 
of many youth ministry functions, and 
a regular volunteer for the block party. 
Noah is currently studying criminal 
justice while minoring in political 
science.  He is or has been highly 
involved in various organizations such 
as NAACP, Blossom, Diversity Scholars, 
GQ, etc.  Noah thanks God for all my 
blessings and even for his failures 

because they only help him grow 
further into God. 

Brenda Clark
B re n d a  h a s 
been a member 
of CHPC for 14 
years. She was 
looking for a new 
church home 
when God led 
her to CHPC. 
Brenda is retired 

from Cincinnati public schools and 
works part-time at 3Cs nursery. Brenda 
gave her life to Christ at an early age.  
Brenda enjoys reading the bible and 
spreading the good news about Jesus 
to others who might not know Jesus. 
She is excited about serving as an 
elder again. 

Bart Sauer 
Bar t  Sauer  is 
happily married to 
Penny for nearly 
30 years, with 3 
grown daughters. 
He has been a 
member of CHPC 
since 1993, serving 
as a Trustee, on the 

Facilities Finances and Team, as an 
Elder on Session and Sunday School 
Teacher. He has been a life-long church 
attender with what he believes to have 
been a true dedication to Christ as 
his Savior in his early 20’s. Bart enjoys 
travel, fishing, eating, time with his 
family and learning more about God’s 
Word to share with others. Bart looks 
forward to being a part of this next 
journey for CHPC.

DEACONS

Samhar Gutierrez
Samhar is  an 
interpreter for 
Catholic charity 
and has a talent 
for teaching and 
serving.

Margretta Davis
Margretta 
gave her 
life to the 
Lord back in 
1978. She got 
married in 
1980, is the 
mother of 
three lovely 
daughters 

and the grandmother of f ive 
granddaughters and three grandsons. 
Margretta has been a member of 
CHPC for seven years. She loves being 
here and loves her CHPC family. Since 
being at CHPC, God has ministered to 
her and brought her out of the fear 
she had. He has given Margretta the 
confidence to overcome the fear and 
step out to do what He has planned 
for her life. Margretta is excited to use 
my gifts to serve God’s people in the 
house and outside the house as a 
Deacon. Her spiritual gifts are mercy, 
giving, helping/serving, and faith. Her 
five-fold ministry gifts are teaching, 
pastoring, and evangelism. She plans 
to use all of these gifts to be a fisher 
of men.

Pam Dollard
Pam was born in Texas, although 



her residence 
there was brief. 
More importantly, 
she was reborn 
as she prayed 
in her bedroom 
i n  S o u t h e r n 
California during 

her sophomore year of high school. 
God used her older brother Doug and 
Young Life to stake his claim on her 
life, and she has followed Jesus (oh, 
so imperfectly) in the 45 years since 
then. The journey has passed through 
Episcopalian, Baptist, and various 
flavors of Presbyterian churches, in 
and out of fellowship groups and 
Bible studies, prayer groups, women’s 
groups, Lectio Divina groups, as well 
as training in listening, healing prayer, 
spiritual direction, and gardening. Pam 
currently dabbles in tutoring, playing 
handbells, teaching swimming and 
playing with her grandkids, where she 
gets most of her belly laughs. Pam 
hears God most often in His word 
and outside in His world, although 
He surprises her sometimes, and she 
continues to be amazed that the God 
who filled the sky with stars bends his 
ear to hear her little voice. 

Aarika Itodo
Aarika is a Certified 
Apartment Manager 
and a Certif ied 
Leasing Consultant.  
She has a Bachelor 
of Arts in Business 
Administration with 
a specialization in 

Management from the Kentucky 
State University and a Masters of 

Community Planning degree from 
the University of Cincinnati.  She is 
currently taking courses to become a 
real estate agent.  Aarika is the mother 
of Cornelius, a quick-witted 3-year-
old, who brings her joy every day. 
Aarika’s number one desire is to be 
used by God in any capacity that He 
has chosen.  She is excited about what 
God has in store for us all.

CNC

Melanie Alexander
M e l a n i e ’ s 
relationship 
with CHPC 
spans more 
than 50 years. 
She and her 
late husband, 
Lee, met while 
attending an 
adult singles 

ministry (Solitaires) in the early 1960s. 
Their wedding ceremony took place 
in our sanctuary! Melanie served as 
the Director of 3 C’s Nursery School 
from 1971 – 1976 and she values the 
friendships with mothers and teachers 
that continue today. Like many others 
in the CHPC family, she recounts that 
small groups and the Bethel Bible 
Series were important to her spiritual 
experiences & growth. She also served 
as a Sunday School Teacher and as a 
listener in the Teleios Ministry. In 1995, 
the Alexanders moved to SE Indiana 
and Melanie served as an elder at 
Providence Presbyterian Church. 
Melanie and Lee moved back to 
Monfort Heights in 2014 and returned 

to CHPC. She now participates in the 
visitation ministry and is excited about 
the Gospel Project. Melanie says, “I look 
forward to discovering what God has in 
store for us as a church and how I can 
become a support for our leadership 
during this transition. 

April Dobbs
April gave her life to Christ as a young 
child.  She has been attending CHPC 
for over 2 decades and has served as 
a Deacon.

Mark Evans
M a r k  w a s 
taught about 
the gospel 
as a chi ld 
by believing 
parents and 
grandparents. 
Then, as a 
teen, he came 

to a deeper understanding of my sin 
and need to repent to be an authentic 
follower of Jesus.  Mark met Chris, his 
wife, at CHPC and have three adult 
children who all love and are following 
Jesus.  Mark is retired from 35 years 
at P&G and now spends much of my 
time in volunteer roles with CHPC, 
Young Life and CityLink. In the past, 
he has served in several roles at CHPC, 
as a deacon, in youth ministry, in the 
college ministry, and as an elder.  

Shauna Mason
Shauna is a mother of three and lives 
and works in Cincinnati. Shauna has 
earned a degree in Health Science 
to study as a Holistic practitioner 
in hopes of serving her community 



years with four grown children.  Tim 
and Janet live in College Hill.  Tim is a 
professor of Finance at the University 
of Cincinnati and Chairman of Johnson 
Investment Counsel.

TRUSTEE ADMINISTRATOR

Bryan Madison
Bryan has been a 
member of CHPC 
since 1972.  He 
made a personal 
commitment of 
his life to Jesus 
Christ at that time 
at the leading of 
his wife Carolyn. 

Bryan has previously served as an 
Elder, is currently serving Communion 
and participates in the prayer room 
ministry between services.  

now, also, live in Cincinnati. Jenny 
has previously been a Deacon as 
well as on staff as Director of Three 
C’s Nursery and Sonshine House 
(the children’s consignment store 
across the street). Recently, she has 
started helping Jennifer Cronk in the 
Children’s Ministry and volunteering 
on Sunday mornings at the Welcome 
desk. Over those 40 years, she has 
seen this church go through many 
changes and is excited to be a part of 
what is coming next for us as a diverse 
community of Jesus followers.

FFAT

Tim Johnson
Tim has been a member of CHPC since 

1971 and served 
as an elder, 
trustee, budget 
chairman, and 
nominating 
c o m m i t t e e 
member.  Tim 
is married to 
Janet for 48 

members in the 
acts and practices 
of healing through 
the usage of natural 
care practices.
Shauna is passionate 
about helping others 
through the gift of 

service, volunteering in her church and 
other community outreach programs. 
She has partnered with businesses 
that align together to alleviate poverty 
through social entrepreneurship to 
create meaningful opportunities 
around the world by following fair 
trade principles.

Jenny Smith
Jenny has been 

privileged to 
live in College 
Hill and be a 
member  of 
CHPC for over 
40 years. She 
has 2 adult sons 
who were raised 
in CHPC and 

IT’S GOING TO BE FUN, FUN, FUN!
By Marybelle Chapman

No, it’s not the energizer bunny 
running around with a carrot in its 
mouth. It’s the WILD CARROT; a 
tasteful, creative musical group whose 
hallmark is beautiful singing and lovely 
melodies. As good a folk group as you’ll 
ever hear.

These two-time cultural ambassadors 
to Chile, South America for the U.S. 
State Department, have what it takes 
to please all types of folk music fans 
– from original tunes to swing blues 
and traditional songs.

They will be at Supper Club on 
October 28. Dinner at 6:00 p.m. and 
the program at 7:00 p.m. You must 
make reservations with Sally Auble, 
741-3125, by Thursday, October 24. The 
cost for dinner is $12.00.  



CHPC GRANT COMMITTEE
By Bart Sauer

Every year the CHPC Grant Committee 
disburses earnings from the CHPC 
Endowment Fund.  The Endowment 
Fund exists because of givers to the 
Fund who have wanted to make a 
lasting impact on the kingdom of 
God thru missionary work.  Earnings 
from the Fund allow grants to be 
offered each year to various Christian 
ministries to bring God glory and 
magnify the Lord’s name.  

Here are some ways that the CHPC 
endowment fund blessed various 
ministries in 2019, here locally, 
nationally and internationally!

Funds were allocated to SonLight 
Power to fund solar equipment at 
a Honduran grade school, installed 
by a CHPC team in May.  Note, the 
banner with “Thank You College Hill 
Presbyterian Church”.

Funds were allocated to the CHPC 
Swim Ministry for scholarships.  
Scholarship recipients are often from 
multiple-child families, have special 
needs, or on welfare or have had a 
family crisis affecting income.
With funds from the CHPC Endow-
ment fund, a non-profit, Christian 
ministry in Cincinnati,  Changing 
Gears was able to pay for the parts 

and services to restore 6 donated 
vehicles that were sold to clients in our 
Vehicle Purchase Program. We were 
able to restore twice as many vehicles 
than expected because the donated 
vehicles were in better condition than 
expected, so the vehicles needed fewer 
and less expensive repairs.

Scholarship money was provided to 
the 3C’s pre-school ministry at CHPC 
that allowed the playground to get a 
new surface coating

Scholarship money was provided to 
the Christian ministry Young Life for 
high school students from Finneytown 
to be able to attend a camp.
 
Funds were allocated to InterVarsity 
Christian Fellowship to promote the 
program for Faculty Who Believe at 
the University of Cincinnati

Church planters from Partners India 
International, used their funding for 

sewing machines so that more women 
can benefit from Ray of Hope sewing 
classes, being empowered in various 
communities.

PureHope, which operates its offices 
out of CHPC, also received funding 
for its Quest parenting resource by 
expanding its use by churches, schools, 
and ministries.

These are just some of the 9 total 
ministries that received funding 
last year. If you wish to add to the 
Endowment fund, please contact 
Heather Lethander in the church 
finance office.

Do you know a ministry that might 
benefit from the CHPC Endowment 
Fund? Applications are being accepted 
for the 2019-2020 year through October 
31st (Better known as Reformation 
day, Google “Martin Luther 10/31”).  
Applications are located at CHPC.org/
Endowment-Fund/.

The Endowment fund is management 
by CHPC elected officers referred to 
as the Trustee Administrators.  

The Grant evaluation committee is a 
volunteer group.  If you are interested 
in being a part of this group, you may 
contact Bart Sauer @ 513 521-8896.  



LOVE CAME KNOCKING
By Kathryne Brockfield

One day, God’s Love came knocking at 
the door of my heart. I tried to pretend 
like I wasn’t at home. God’s Love was 
hard to do, and I just didn’t feel up to it.

But She said, “I know you’re in there, 
so you may as well open the door.”

This chick could see through walls, so 
I buckled under the pressure of her 
making another bad report back to 
the Home Office, and opened the door, 
but just a crack. We had been down 
this path before when I refused to do 
something He was asking. At the time, 
I just didn’t “feel” like it. I didn’t want 
to be bothered with whatever He was 
concerned about, like someone else 
and how I could help them out.

He always wanted me to do something 
“kind,” but I wasn’t really a “kind” type 
of person. I was more of a “mind my 

own business” kind of person. I didn’t 
really give a hoot about someone 
else’s problems, or “needs,” as He 
called them.

I thought it was everyone’s job to take 
care of themselves. Who am I to go 
around trying to solve other people’s 
problems?

The last time Love had called, I slipped 
out the back door, and Love had 
written me up as “Has a bad attitude.” 
Oh No, not again, I thought.

But this time, Love stuck her foot in 
the crack of the opening. She said, 
“I’m not going anywhere this time, 
and you are not getting off light with 
a bad report.”

“Oh crumcake,” I thought, but She 
could hear me.

“Crumcake, I love crumcake. Do you 
have any?” she asked me as she came 
in and sat down at the empty space 
at the table in my heart.

Of course, I had crumcake. Everyone 
has it. It’s the little pieces of your heart 
that are broken up into such small 
bits they can’t be used for anything. 
They are mixed together with a little of 
God’s compassion, while God bakes up 
something new to make with your life.

As I served Love my crumcake, she 
was kind and gentle to me. As she 
told me Her story, I listened and I 
understood what God wanted me to 
do. It wasn’t so hard after all. It was 
to show compassion and be kind to 
everyone I meet.  

I am from Cincinnati, Ohio. I gave 
my life to the Lord back in 1978. I 
got married in 1980, am the mother 
of three lovely daughters and the 
grandmother of five granddaughters 
and three grandsons. I have been a 
member of CHPC for seven years. I 
love being here and I love my Christian 
family, also. Since I’ve been here at 
this church, God has ministered to me 
and brought me out of the fear I had. 

PERSONAL TESTIMONY
By Margretta Davis

He has given me the confidence to 
overcome the fear and step out to do 
what He has planned for my life. As a 
deacon, I am excited to use my gifts to 
serve God’s people in the house and 
outside the house. My spiritual gifts 
are mercy, giving, helping or serving, 
and faith. My Five-fold Ministry gifts are 
teaching, pastoring, and evangelism. 
I plan to use all of these gifts to be a 
fisher of men.  



 
CHPC HERITAGE TEST

Where will you find this hand-
carved wooden image in the 

CHPC worship area? Who carved 
it and what does it mean? 

OCT 9 MUSEUM CENTER HERITAGE TOUR  
By Sharlyn Stare, CHPC Historian

CHPC HISTORIC CHURCHES TOUR
Wednesday, Oct 9th, 11AM 

Join with the Tour Group from the 
Museum who will hear a 40 minutes 
illuminating talk about the history of 
College Hill Presbyterian Church, its 
people and worship places. A brief Q 
& A time will follow the talk. 

Mark Behnken, CHPC organist and 
Dean of the Cincinnati Chapter of 
the American Guild of Organists, will 
do a 10-minute demo of the church’s 
4000 pipe organ, one of the largest 
and most unique in the region. Guests 
will have time to study the Worship 
Area features. 
A catered lunch will follow. 

Attendees will receive a booklet 
that explains the worship area’s 
architectural features including the 
stained glass windows restored as part 
of the reGeneration Campaign. This 
booklet will be available for ongoing 
use by the Church. 

CHPC MEMBERS & FRIENDS
Interested in the CHPC part of the 
tour and lunch? Call 542-2442 or email 
Starecvg@aol.com for information. 

Cost: $20 donation to the reGeneration 
Fund. 

HELP WANTED to host the Tour. Call 
Sam Stare 542-2442. Greeters, servers 
and table setters are needed.  

DO YOU KNOW YOUR 3C’S?

Do you know what the name 3C’s 
(Nursery/Preschool) stands for?  
The three C’s represent: Christian, 
Cooperative, Community.  Each week, 
kids from around College Hill pour 
into our building to learn, grow, and 
discover Jesus together.  Leading 
the charge is Shannon Caton, our 
wonderful 3C’s Director.  She also has 
an amazing team of teachers, who 
would LOVE your prayers!  Would you 
please commit to pray for these ladies, 
that they would help these kids grow 
intellectually, emotionally, socially, 

physically, and most importantly, 
SPIRITUALLY!  Pray that these women 
would be a picture of the character of 
God to these children, and winsome 
image-bearers.  The 3C’s teachers’ 
names are listed below.  Please add 
them to your weekly prayer list!  

Brenda Clark
Caren Whitcomb
Elly Thielen
Jessie Stegman
Karen Kane
Lisa Gruber

By Jennifer Cronk

Maria Moorman
Regina Vincent
Sarah Honican
Shauna Walsh

3C’s Childcare Workers: 
Julia Powell, Diane Statt, Dianne 
Moore, Tina Molden, Charity Peter  



WE ARE ONE BODY
By Cheryl Schaeffner

Recently, we have been reminded 
of the importance of the last words 
of Jesus to his disciples before He 
ascended into the heavens. We know 
them as the Great Commission, the 
last command of Jesus: 

“All authority in heaven and 
on earth has been given to Me. 
Therefore, go and make disciples 
of all the nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father 
and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all 
that I commanded you; and lo, 
I am with you always, even to 
the end of the age.” (Matthew 
28:18,19)

It is not only a command He gives us, 
but Jesus promises His presence and 
His power (all authority in heaven and 
earth) to carry out the command.

Centuries later, the truth of scripture 
stands. God is still calling, equipping, 
and sending. In a rapidly changing 
world, the nations have come to us. 
Within our congregation, we have 
fellow believers, not only from our 
neighborhoods, but from all over the 
world. We are one body in Christ and 
called to love one another. We have 
the challenge before us of telling the 
good news of the gospel to those 
who do not know Jesus’s story. As 
individual parts of the body of Christ, 
we need to learn from one another 
what Jesus is doing in each of our 
lives, help one another in realizing 
our spiritual gifts, and encourage one 

another as we bridge our differences 
and face the fulminating darkness 
together. Together, the Light of Christ 
shines brighter through us. We know 
that each part of the Body is critical 
to the whole. With the changing 
composition of our congregation, 
we have new challenges of learning to 
understand each other across cultural 
and racial boundaries to enable us to 
truly love one another. As we commit 
ourselves to each other, the Holy Spirit 
will bring that understanding and bind 
us together in Love, empowering us to 
love those who do not yet know God’s 
love and grace. 

To this end, I am beginning a series to 
share the stories of individuals in our 
congregation as a way to encourage 
further connection with each other. 
If you would like to share your story, 
please contact me. Through our 
stories, we learn more of the truth 
and wonder that God of the universe 
walks intimately with us. This month 
to get us started, I want to introduce 
Sonya Leaks and Dave Snyder to those 
who do not know them. They are an 
inspiration to me as I have experienced 
their passion for ministry and watched 
them exercise their spiritual gifts. They 
have had dramatically different life 
journeys and now differing ministries, 
yet find commonality in the love of 
Jesus.  

Anyone who has heard Sonia Leaks 
pray will recognize her anointing 
for prayer. Sonia has a fierce love of 
scripture and desire to teach from the 

Word wherever she finds herself. She 
has many opportunities to share her 
faith in her work as a private duty nurse 
as well as on the staff of an extended 
care facility. She is serving as one of 
our deacons.

Sonia was born and raised in Georgia, 
one of nine children. She said she did 
not realize her family was poor because 
the people of their neighborhood 
shared what they had, some having 
more resources than others. Sonia 
now has three adult children of her 
own and five grandchildren who she 
helps care for. When asked about her 
spiritual journey, Sonia said she was 
given certain experiences growing 
up that she did not understand at 
the time but never forgot. In looking 
back she realizes they were pivotal 
times that opened her to a relationship 
with God. She remembers the first 
time she began to seriously wonder 
about God was when her paternal 
grandmother died. Sonia was thirteen. 
Her grandmother was of mixed race, 
Sonia’s great grandfather a white man 
and her great grandmother a Native 
American. This grandmother was 
an important presence in the family 
and had birthed 22 children. When 
she died, Sonia’s father insisted that 
she go to the wake. After seeing and 
touching her grandmother’s body, 
Sonia left with a fear that stayed with 
her until she was given a dream. In 
the dream, her grandmother came 
to her and then the dream image 
became an angel that floated up and 
out the door. After the dream, Sonia’s 



fear disappeared. It remains a vivid 
memory. 

Sonia’s parents expected her to be 
in church every Sunday. She was 14 
years old when she heard the stories 
of God’s healing power. She suffered 
from severe allergies and had been 
hospitalized several times for asthma 
and serious skin reactions. Outside of 
school, her activity was restricted to 
indoors, making her life miserable. 
She was not able to participate in 
athletics and other social activities, 
nor eat a regular diet at school. That 
day, she took God’s Word seriously and 
asked God to heal her. She returned 
from church to see a neighbor 
mowing the grass. When Sonia did 
not go immediately into the house 
her mother panicked and urged her 
to come into safety behind closed 
windows, but Sonia declared God 
had healed her. She broke from her 
mother’s grasp and ran down the 
street. She returned breathing deeply 
of the air rich with the aroma of cut 
grass. She was not short of breath. Her 
mother was amazed... and convinced. 
Sonia’s asthma had been healed. Sonia 
learned that day to take God at his 
word and trust. 

When Sonia was 25 years old, she 
was given a vision that sustained her 
through an unjust imprisonment. She 
had two small sons and was working 
at her first job as a nurse when the 
charges came. Before she graduated 
from nursing school, she had been 
forced to seek welfare assistance 

with her husband out of work.  After 
working for a year, she was stunned 
to be accused of welfare fraud...all due 
to systemic red tape surrounding her 
transition out of the system. When 
brought to court, the judge told her 
he was going to make an example of 
her and sentenced her to three years. 
While there, she received the vision 
of herself standing looking out the 
door and seeing a tornado materialize 
and move down her street. She saw 
the whirling dervish of winds move 
through her neighborhood, raise 
from the ground and dispel without 
harming homes or people. She shared 
the vision with the prison chaplain 
who told her it was 
a message that 
nothing would 
harm her. She was 
released after eight 
months. 

Sonia told me she 
does not regret 
her time in prison 
because it gave her 
the opportunity 
to meet other 
women and learn 
of the hardships 
they endured. She 
has learned that 
God can take her 
through anything 
that she encounters 
a n d  t h r o u g h 
our own difficult 
times we gain an 
understanding of 

others. She quoted Isaiah 54:12. “No 
weapon that is formed against you 
shall prosper; And every tongue that 
accuses you will be condemned. This 
is the heritage of the servants of the 
Lord...”

Dave Snyder’s story also testifies 
to the faithful touch of God’s Spirit 
to change his heart through the 
scriptures and difficult times. As a 
child, he attended church three times 
a week and accepted Christ at the 
age of 4 or 5. In high school, he liked 
intellectual pursuits. “Finding the right 
answer” was very important to him. 
He described his family as “socially 



awkward” and remembers his main 
motivation in college was to “fit in.” 
He rode a motorcycle and dressed 
in trendy clothes. He attended Mt 
Vernon Nazarene College and just 
after college recommitted his life to 
Christ at a camp meeting. However, 
he said it was not until after his first 
wife left him without warning that he 
experienced his first deep personal 
transformation. This occurred before 
their first wedding anniversary. His 
wife’s departure was even more 
shocking because they were both 
“Christian” and had just completed 
four months of discipleship training 
together. Several hours after learning 
that wife had disappeared in the dead 
of night, someone at church asked 
Dave where his wife was. Looking this 
person in the eye, Dave responded, 
“I don’t know”. Dave sensed that this 
person understood his pain. This 
was transformational for Dave as he 
felt the man’s concern for him and 
realized that we are all broken people. 
It is not about some being “cool” and 
others not measuring up. In spite of 
this transformation, Dave said, “My 
theology was still all about me and 
trying to be a better disciple (trying 
to save myself through works).” But 
a few weeks later, a Christian friend 
invited Dave to go to the jungle of 
Peru and the trip brought further 
transformation.  One particular scene 
touched Dave and remains a vivid 
memory. He witnessed a man bathing 
in a river and saw that the man did not 
have clothes to wear. Dave saw poverty 
he had never seen living in Midwest 

America. He returned with a desire to 
“give a year of his life in service in a part 
of the world where a small investment 
has a big impact.” His theological 
focus moved from an internal focus 
of mastering the spiritual disciplines 
and “keeping himself from sin” to 
“saving the ‘lost’.”

Dave met Claire on a run to raise 
funds for the Crisis Pregnancy Center. 
He found himself sharing his desire 
with Claire during this first encounter. 
Once married, Claire began to have 
reservations about serving overseas. 
Dave trusted God to bring them into 
unity on the topic. In the meantime, 
they started discussing building their 
family through international adoption. 
The process of seeking to adopt a child 
challenged them to identify values, 
beliefs and desires and prayerfully 
resolve conflict. They drew closer 
together as they discerned what 
country they were to seek a child. 
They adopted Rebecca from China in 
1998 and returned to bring Elizabeth 
home two years later. 

With two preschool children, Claire 
and Dave again returned to China 
to give a year in service. Through 
much prayer and shared discernment 
from friends, they acted upon the 
dream God had given them. They 
both quit their jobs not knowing if 
they would have employment when 
they returned. They left for China 
not having healthcare coverage. The 
night before leaving, Dave said he 
realized it was not just about “saving 

the lost but bringing God glory.” He 
had just completed an MBA which 
allowed him to teach business at the 
University. Clare worked in healthcare 
and established a home for their young 
family, enabling them to share their 
lives with students. 

Dave is currently serving as an elder. 
He says that in his second year of 
serving, he again experienced further 
transformation when he realized 
that “it is not just about going out 
on mission. We are the mission as we 
develop genuine community within 
our body.” 

Dave and Clare both have much to 
share from their experiences raising 
two children from another culture 
as well as the challenges they had 
following the dreams given to them. 
Sonia’s story has much to teach us 
regarding the power given to us 
when we face injustice and advocate 
for others.  A brief article can not 
adequately encompass the depth and 
richness of a person’s journey. I hope 
that you will connect with Dave, Clare 
and Sonia when you see them and ask 
them any questions their stories may 
have provoked or let them know how 
you have been encouraged or inspired 
by their journey. 

If you want to tell your story of God’s 
power and love in your life or you 
know of others you would like to 
recommend, please contact me at: 
cschaeffner@twc.com  
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TO GOD BE THE GLORY
By Kelly Hibbett

Directions: Fill in the crossword with the missing words. “D” stands for “Down” and “A” for “Across.” 
I have also provided some extra clues.

(Answer on back)  

PHILIPPIANS 1: 1-11 (ESV)

1 14A and 9A, servants of Christ Jesus,
To all the 22A in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi, with the overseers and deacons:
2 1D to you and 13D from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
3 I 10A my God in all my remembrance of you, 4 always in every 19A of mine for you all making 
my prayer with 6D, 5 because of your partnership in the 12A from the first day until now. 6 
And I am sure of this, that he who began a good 18D in you will bring it to 7A at the day of 
16A. 7 It is right for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in my 11D, for you 
are all partakers with me of grace, both in my 8A and in the defense and 5D of the gospel. 
8 For God is my 15D, how I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. 9 And it is my 
prayer that your 20A may abound more and more, with knowledge and all 4A, 10 so that 
you may approve what is 17D, and so be pure and 21A for the day of Christ, 11 filled with the 
2D of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the 3D and praise of God.
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One of the things that thrill me about 
our ECO denomination is the biblical 
insights and creativity of its national 
leaders. Dana Allin’s Sept blog was 
especially helpful after reviewing Dr. 
Paul Borden’s CHPC Consultation 
Report. Here are some relevant excerpts.

“In ECO, one of our measures of a 
flourishing church is that it Expects 
Disciple-Making. The components of 
this measure include that every person 
who is a part of our churches will be 
growing in their own discipleship 
and helping others do the same. It is 
expected that the leaders of our churches 
will be those who have exemplified 
their own discipleship and are active 
practitioners. It is expected that the 
ministries of the church will be making 
disciples and will be evaluated and 
changed accordingly. Unfortunately, 
this expectation needs to be articulated 
when it should just be a given, but the 
reality is that we are often surprised 
when we run across a church that is 
truly a disciple-making church... 

While it is challenging and frustrating to 
need to return to the basics of disciple-

making, it can also be extremely 
powerful in addressing the 
additional presenting challenges 
that the church is facing. If 
people are strong disciples of 
Jesus Christ and know that 
discipleship is the aim and the 
purpose of the church, they will 
be willing to: 
• give up personal preferences 
for the sake of mission
• give of their time and finances 

for the sake of the mission
• be spiritually mature enough to take 
leadership positions in the church

I encourage you to take some time 
with your session, staff, lay leaders 
or even your entire congregation to 
reflect on questions associated with 
our “Expects Disciple Making” below.  
As you conclude, you may find it helpful 
to ask, “What is just one next step that 
we can take to increase our effectiveness 
in this measure?” 

Signs of Expecting Disciple-Making
• Our covenant partners (members) 
can name at least one person who is 
mentoring them and holding them 
accountable.

• Our covenant partners have at least 
one person in whom they’re investing 
intentionally to encourage their growth.

• Our people throughout the 
congregation can name a specific 
area in which they’re seeking to grow in 
their generosity as a follower of Christ.

• Our leaders use defined processes to 

evaluate, change, or eliminate ministries 
that are not effectively growing people 
as disciple-makers.

One of the things I appreciate most 
about our ECO congregations is the 
willingness to admit our strengths and 
our weaknesses, even if our weakness 
seems to be in an area that is core 
to what it means to be a church. I 
believe as we are honest and make 
the appropriate changes, we will see 
an abundance of fruit and become 
the flourishing churches that make 
disciples of Jesus Christ that we have 
prayerfully set out to become.”

For more insights from Dana Allin and 
ECO go to eco-pres.org and sign up 
for the ECO Newsletter. 

PRAY for ECO Great Lakes Presbytery 
meeting in Cleveland OH, Oct 4-5. This 
is a time when representatives from the 
14 churches of our geographic area to 
gather for fellowship and sharing our 
joys and challenges. There are times 
of equipping and voting on business 
to be considered in 2020.

PRAY also for preparations for the 
ECO GATHERING & SYNOD meeting in 
Dallas Feb 2-6.  Titled ‘Interconnected,’ 
the ECO event brings together resources 
from around the world to live out 
Hebrews 10:24 —  ...let us consider 
how we may spur one another on 
toward love and good deeds. Watch 
for more information on ways the ECO 
is helping CHPC live out Paul Bordon’s 
‘prescription’ and the Call to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ.  

ONE MEASURE OF A FLOURISHING CHURCH
By Elder Sharlyn Stare; excerpts from Dana Allin,  ECO Executive



On Sunday, September 15, 2019, 
Dr. Paul Borden shared with our 
congregation his findings through the 
ECO Transformation Consultation. He 
shared six strengths of our church as well 
as five concerns with five corresponding 
prescriptions.  The words he shared 
that Sunday morning are available by 
audio recording at https://chpc.org/
sermons/ and the prescriptions he 
gave are available in written form at 
the church’s Welcome Desk.

Elders of the church would like to hear 
from the congregation regarding 
these prescriptions and are available 
to answer questions. Two particular 
opportunities for the congregation 
to speak with Elders will be Sunday 
mornings, October 13 and October 20, 
at 10 am, in the Learning Center Lobby. 

The schedule for the Congregational 
Meeting and the proposed Calendar, thru 
March 2020, should the Session vote to 
accept all five of these prescriptions and 
move forward with the Transformation, 
look like this:

October 2019:
Sunday, October 27: 10 am Unified 
Worship Service, followed by a 
Congregational Meeting. Members 
and regular attendees will share their 
opinion by secret ballot.  After the 
conclusion of the congregational 
meeting, the Session will have a closed, 
called meeting where the Elders will 
vote to accept or decline Dr. Borden’s 
prescriptions. The result of the Session 
vote will be available at chpc.org later 
that evening.

Mobilize Prayer Groups to begin praying 
for God to bring people to himself 
through the evangelistic efforts of 
CHPC in 2020.

November 2019:
Sunday, November 3: 10 am Unified 
Worship Service of Prayer and 
Communion.
Prayer Walks/ Prayer Drives, Lunch 
together, Share experiences.

Sundays, November 10, 17, 24: 10 am 
Evangelism Training (Services at regular 
times)

December 2019:
Sundays, December 1, 8, 15, 22, 29: 
Continue 10 am Evangelism Training 
(Services at regular times)

January 2020:
Sunday, January 5: No training at 10 am

Sundays, January 12, 19, 26: 10 am 
Unified Worship Service in Fellowship 
Hall (ALPHA)

February 2020:
Sundays, February 2, 9, 16, 23: 10 am 
Unified Worship Service in Fellowship 
Hall (ALPHA)

Host Fight Night Event (One of Large 
Target Events)

March 2020:
Sunday, March 1: 10 am Unified Worship 
Service in Fellowship Hall (ALPHA), the 
final session

Sunday, March 8: First week with Sunday 
Morning Worship Services at 9 am and 
10:30 am with new Children’s Ministry 
(K-6th) during 10:30 am Service  
 

CONGREGATION PRESCRIPTION TIMELINE 
By Janet Dumford & Drew Smith

FALL RETREAT

Fall retreat will be Nov 15 - 17 the cost is 
$65 (this price includes food, travel, and 
a hoodie). We are partnering with four 
other churches to start a camp that is 
affordable and will give your students 
memories for a lifetime. Donations are 
needed in the form of snacks such as 
Little Debbie, Cracker packs, chips, 

etc. Also, consider being a driver for 
fall retreat to help get students there. 
We also would appreciate donations 
to help students and guests who 
can’t afford the trip. If you would like 
to donate or volunteer, email Samuel 
at Smock@chpc.org 



Have an idea for Belltower News?

Belltower News has a writing team that meets monthly to write, collect, and 
edit articles so that we can make the best publication possible. If you’d like to 
be included, call Mike Jorgensen or if you want to submit an article send it to 
worshipadmin@chpc.org. Deadline for November is noon on October 24th. 

.

ACROSS
4. Discernment
7. Completion
8. Imprisonment
9. Timothy
10. Thank
12. Gospel

Answers to “To God Be The Glory” crossword

14. Paul
16. Jesus Christ
19. Prayer
20. Love
21. Blameless
22. Saints

DOWN
1. Grace
2. Fruit
3. Glory
5. Confirmation
6. Joy
11. Heart

13. Peace
15. Witness
17. Excellent
18. Work

MOBILE MARKET

Bringing fresh, 
affordable fruits, 
vegetables, and other 
healthy foods to your 
neighborhood every 
week!
Open to the public!

We accept Snap/EBT 
cards!


