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This will be a two week sermon series that focuses 
on God’s continued work of making us more like 
Christ.  What God has begun, God will complete 
and God will provide what is necessary for this 
ongoing journey of transformation.  

Sept 8 – Philippian’s Consultation – Philippians 1:1-11

Sept 15 – The Two Jesus’ of Scripture – John 17:1-5
One Worship Service at 10am
Transformation Consultation Report 11am

NEW SERMON SERIES



TRANSFORMATION CONSULTATION UPDATE

PRODIGAL MINISTRIES

By now you are no doubt aware that 
we are working with a consultant - Dr. 
Paul Borden - from ECO to improve 
our church. Our goal is to seek God’s 
leading and power - especially in the 
ministry of evangelism. We seek the 
empowering and equipping of the 
Holy Spirit so that we grow as caring, 
relevant, and compelling witnesses of 
Jesus’ grace and goodness.

Dr Borden trains pastors and consults 
with congregations with more than 
40 different denominational groups 
in the U.S., Canada, Australia and 
New Zealand. He has conducted over 
600 formal church consultations and 
worked with over 1200 congregations 
in all kinds of settings. As the 
Director of Church Health Initiative, 

God has not been silent to the prayers of 
individuals with same sex attractions.

he is currently implementing an 
effective strategy with congregations 
that is resulting in a multitude of 
congregations experiencing dynamic 
spiritual transformation seeing health, 
growth and new disciples coming to 
faith in Jesus Christ.

We invite and call you to attend 
one or both of two prayer meetings 
we’re having in the sanctuary - one 
on Wednesday, Sept. 4 and one 
on Tuesday, September 10 (both at 
7pm) - to seek the empowering and 
equipping of the Holy Spirit during 
this special time. We know that our 
God is a prayer-hearing God, and we 
will ask that He bestow His mercy and 
power on us.

Many have experienced the power of 
Christ to address the deep needs of 
men and women with same-gender 
attractions.

With each year that passes, more 
understanding is being given to offer 
tangible help for those courageous 
to take the journey away from 

The actual consultation week will 
start on Wednesday, September 11. 
Dr. Borden will listen to and work with 
staff, lay leaders, and congregation 
members through Saturday. Then on 
Sunday the 15th he will preach one 
unified service at 10am. At 11am Dr. 
Borden will present his findings and 
recommendations to the church. The 
next evening - Monday the 16th - we 
will have a 7pm Town Hall meeting at 
the church with Dr. Borden - open to 
everybody - for discussion, feedback, 
and questions and answers.

Please join us with your prayers and 
presence as we seek God together 
during this special time in our church’s 
life..  

By the Mission/Vision Task Force

ONE UNIFIED SERVICE ON SUNDAY, SEPT. 15

homosexuality and seek options other 
than assimilating into a gay-identity.

Thirty-three years of experience.

Support is offered – mentoring, 
counseling and support groups.

Help for family and friends of gay-
identified loved ones is also available. 

prodigal-ministries.com 
prodigal-ministries.com/blog

513.861.0011

Confidentiality is respected 



Tools For Schools (TFS) is one of 
the many ministries of Feast of Love 
Ministries.  School supplies purchased 
in bulk and ones donated during the 
summer, go to local schools where 
students often have family incomes 
below the poverty level.  Schools prefer 
to receive supplies to distribute on an 
as needed basis. There is less chance 
of them being stolen from students or 
resold.  Tools For Schools are available 
free to children who would not have 
the necessary supplies without such 
a ministry. 

Bev Graves, Director of Feast of Love 
Ministries, said that this year 36 
elementary schools benefited from 
the donations of money and a variety 
of badly needed supplies. 

Distribution Day 
Donations and grants allow the 
ministry to purchase many of the 
elementary school supplies in bulk. 
For example, TFS bought 30,000 pre-
sharpened #2 yellow pensils for less 
than 6¢ a piece, 11,000 glue sticks 
for 14¢, 5600 metal school scissors 
for 41¢ each, 9000 pens at 5¢ and 
19,500 portfolios at 16¢ each. We tried 
to buy 5000 packs of crayons and 
15,000 sprial notebooks, but were 
disappointed by the supplier. 

On Mon, August 12, sixteen volunteers 
assembled the stacks of supplies 
available for each school.  The team 
for each supply counted out and 
placed the number needed in the 
school’s  staging area.  At 11:30 AM, 
school representatives began arriving 
to pick up their allotment.
  
As coordinator of the Tools For School’s 
distribution, I had the privilege of 
working with a wonderful team of 
workers.  I wrote them: “The words and 
the hugs from those who came from 
the schools to pick up their supplies 
always communicate the significance 
of this ministry in the lives of others.  

While it’s great to give the schools 
much-needed supplies,  I was most 
gratified by the prayers for the schools,  
teachers, students and everything 
each of  you prayed for. It seemed like 
everyone got involved with praying 
and then many of the school folks 
joined in and prayed themselves. The 
Lord has a lot of soldiers in the field in 
the schools.”

Thanks to all who made  TFS 2019 
possible. Please pray for bulk sources 
of crayons and notebooks for 2020.  To 
God be the Glory!   

The Distribution Team - Rob & 
Robin Bechtel, Betsy Crumrine, Pam 
Dollard, June Elwood, Bob Faul, Bev 
Graves, Susan Koch, George McKee, 
Natalie McSwain, Ellen Murphy, Lynn 
Rosenblum, Barry Stare, David Welch, 
John Wendt, and Ron Wolf. 

TOOLS FOR SCHOOLS : THANK YOU!
By Barry Stare, Tools For Schools Volunteer



CARE & COUNSELING INTERNS
By Jeanne Schneider

The Care & Counseling Ministry welcomes Fall Interns who will join current 
interns Shawn Scott, Meredith Hollingsworth and Sheila Vanderbur. The 
ministry provides opportunities for the church and community to receive 
professional counseling from those who know and trust the Great Counselor 
to bring healing and transformation into people’s lives.  To initiate counseling 
call the Care Center at 513-541-5676, x1163.   Also, your prayers are important 
for both the clients and counselors as we enter the journeys of healing and 
redemption.  

Krystal Cooper was born and raised 
in Cincinnati, Ohio. She graduated 
from University of Cincinnati in 
2010 with a BA in Psychology and 
a minor in Child Development. She 
is currently attending Cincinnati 
Christian University and hopes to have 
her MA in Mental Health Counseling 
by May 2020. She strives to create 
safe and nurturing atmosphere in 
which individuals can be supported 
in their efforts to change and grow as 
well as become reconnected to their 
strengths and dreams. 

Nick Hunter was born in Cincinnati 
and has lived here most of his life. 
He and his wife of two years recently 
returned from a year-long missions 
experience overseas through Youth 
With A Mission. He currently attends 
Liberty University and hopes to 
graduate with his Masters degree 
in August of 2020. He completed his 
Bachelors in Communication at the 
University of Cincinnati in 2012. He 
loves seeing families and marriages 
restored and wants to help people 
feel whole and healthy. He also loves 
leading worship and making music 

of any kind.  

Ashley Ping is currently working on 
her MA in Professional Counseling at 
Liberty University. She obtained her 
bachelors in Elementary Education, 
but realized that she would like to 
support families in a different way. 
She desires to walk alongside those 
who are experiencing pain and are 
in difficult situations, providing the 
comfort that she herself has received 
from others. 

She has a special interest in working 
with mothers who have lost children as 
well as individuals involved in adoption 
and foster care. She is passionate 
about strengthening and restoring 
families through deep connection. Her 
hope is that each person she interacts 
with will experience the peace and 
love of Christ, bringing about healing 
and joy.  



across the street and around the world 
. . . leading new generations to know 
Christ and make Him known.  When 
you pass the plaque, ask yourself, 
“How and where is God calling me to 
serve?”   

___________________________________
THIS ARTICLE BEGINS A NEW SERIES 
ON FEATURES OF CHPC’s WORSHIP 
AREA THAT MAKE IT DISTINCTIVE. 

is a good reminder of this concept.  
It reads, “Members of Our Church 
Ordained to the Gospel Ministry.” The 
bottom reads, “In loving memory of 
Rev. Robert A. Scheck  [1920-1971] 
Ordained 1970. Presented by Mr & Mrs 
Edmund M Blanken Jr.   

By the donor’s request, to qualify for 
inclusion a person had to be a member 
of the congregation who was ordained 
to serve in the denomination with 
which CHPC was  affiliated, 1968 to 
2018.  The plaque holds 40 names.  The 
first was John Muntz (1968), ordained 
as a Minister or ‘Teaching Elder — the 
first in CHPC’s 100+ year history.  The 
most recent addition is Rev Michael T 
Jorgensen shown serving communion 
after his ordination on Sunday,  January 
7, 2018.

During the period 1968-2018, more 
CHPC members than the 40 listed 
have been equipped to serve as 
ordained pastors and missionaries 
in other denominations.  In addition 
thousands have responded to God’s 
Call as Christ’s non-ordained  servants 

CHPC: SPREADING THE GOSPEL FAR AND WIDE
By Sharlyn Stare, Church Historian 

Over the years, God has used CHPC 
to influence many churches and 
organizations locally, nationally and 
internationally. Dr Gary Sweeten, 
former Minister of Discipleship, often 
likened CHPC to a ‘seed farm’ that God 
uses to raise ‘seed’ to be disbursed and 
produce good fruit within and beyond 
the church walls. 

In the side foyer of the church’s worship 
area hangs a large brass plaque that 

Did you know you can find registration forms, listen to sermons, and pay your tithe online?

It’s easy! Visit chpc.org

Now you can also text (513)854-1604 to give!!
Simply type in the dollar amount you wish to give (i.e. $5). Try it!



PRAYING LIKE A PHARISEE
By Kelly Hibbett

When I first read this description of 
false prayer, I heaved a sigh of relief, 
thinking at least I am free of that 
sin.  I’m certainly not eager to pray in 
public, much less on a street corner.  
Upon further reflection, though, I was 
dismayed to see much more of myself 
in these hypocrites than I had initially 
thought. The problem is that when I 
do pray publicly, I get nervous and feel 
inept.  And there’s the rub.  The reason 
for my anxiety over praying aloud with 
other people is other people.  Or, to 
be more precise, my propensity to be 
self-conscious around them. 

On the rare occasions I pray aloud 
corporately, it is because I feel like it’s 
expected, not because I feel the need 
to reach out to my Father.  Then, to 
compound the problem, I find myself 
evaluating my words and trying to 
make them sound like a “real prayer.”  
But sound like a “real prayer” to whom?  
God already knows my heart before I 
speak.  In fact, “the Lord sees not as 
man sees: man looks on the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looks on 
the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7). Therefore, 
although I’m loathe to admit it, I am 

crafting my words to impress others, 
or at least avoid utter embarrassment. 
Just like the Pharisees, my prayer 
is false because it’s focused on the 
one who’s praying, not on the One to 
whom I pray.  Ironically, if I didn’t let 
mySelf get in the way, the Spirit of the 
Lord in me would help me express 
both what’s on my heart individually 
and our hearts collectively. 

In Studies in the Sermon on the Mount, 
David Martyn Lloyd-Jones suggests 
that “public prayer should be such that 
the people who are praying silently 
and the one who is uttering the words 
should be no longer conscious of each 
other, but should be carried on the 
wings of prayer into the very presence 
of God” (vol. 2, p. 27).  Echoing this, 
Megan Hill, pastor’s wife and author, 
explains, 

In a group, the prayer of one 
person becomes the prayer of 
every person. When I lead in 
prayer, it is not my job to impress 
the other people. I don’t have to 
wow them with my eloquence or 
amaze them with my theology. I 

don’t have to prove my spiritual 
stamina with long prayers or my 
spiritual brokenness with short 
ones. It’s not about me.

Instead, I have the privilege of 
praying aloud while my brothers 
and sisters stand with me, 
praying the same thing in their 
hearts. (https://www.desiringgod.
org/articles/how-to-pray-aloud-
in-a-group)

So, the question is, how does one 
empty oneself and commune sincerely 
with God in a public setting?  I’ve 
seen it happen, and when it does, it 
is beautiful.  For example, at our last 
church-wide Prayer Night, I witnessed 
the Holy Spirit pray with and for one 
of our elders, Sonia Leaks. Initially, her 
prayer sounded just like her or like 
any of us, a daughter of God reaching 
out to her Father. Suddenly, a new 
confidence seemed to come over 
her.  Her vocabulary and syntax even 
seemed to change, and the words that 
came out were perfect.  I remember 
at one point she prayed that people 
would “flock to our church to drink the 
living waters.”  I felt a strong sense of 
the Holy Spirit coming over her.  Later 
that evening, someone commented 
on what a good “pray-er” she was, and 
she said she didn’t even know she 
had it in her. She didn’t.  Because she 
wasn’t putting up a barrier, the Spirit 
of God spoke through her.

If you, too, are struggling with 
participating in corporate prayer, 

“And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the 

hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing in the 

synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they 

may be seen of men” (Matthew 6:5).



perhaps some of the advice I’ve 
gleaned from others over the past 
month or so will help you, as it is 
helping me.

  “Beyond simply seeing our audible 
prayer as a duty, we should also see it 
as our privilege and a valuable means 
of serving one another — even as a joy. 
When we pray together, we encourage 
one another by our faith, we teach one 
other by our theology, we love one 
other by our concern, and we point 
one another to the God who tenderly 
receives the feeble cries of his beloved 
children” (Megan Hill).

  Pray for God’s help beforehand.  
When you know you’ll have the chance 
to lead others in prayer, ask Him to 
help you know what to pray and that 
it be both clear and helpful to others.  
Also ask Him to make your heart and 
mind be focused on Him and not on 
yourself.

  Remember that you are not praying 
alone, for Jesus said, “Where two or 
three are gathered in my name, there 
am I among them” (Matthew 18:20). 
Plus, Jesus tells us that he lives to 
intercede for us (Hebrews 7:25).

  Consider ahead of time the needs, 
concerns, and desires of the group. 
Remember that you are expressing 
what’s on all of your hearts.

  Jot down some prayer points for 
reference.

  Search scripture for God’s attributes, 
inclinations, and promises.  Then make 
your appeal in light of them.

  Practice and build confidence by 
praying aloud with friends and family 
or by praying with people over the 
phone.

  Ask people for what they would like 
you to pray.

  Just start talking and know the Spirit 
will take over.

At the Block Party last month, Sonia 
sought me out because she knew I 
was struggling with prayer, and she 
gave me the best advice of all: “Know 
that God is with you, for you, and in 
you. So, if you’re hearing a voice telling 
you your words aren’t good enough, 
that’s the enemy trying to stop you 
from praying.  Before praying aloud, 
ask the Father to open your heart and 
use your words to touch others. Then 
pray like you’re praying alone, just you 
and God. Let your Self go and let the 
Holy Spirit speak through you.”  

We will be having our youth ministry kickoff Sept 8 from 4-6pm! We are excited 
to have the students come out. There will be pizza, soda, chips and games! 
We will also be starting the series “Who’s this Guy?” Rumor has it there may 
be Gaga as well!  

STUDENT MINISTRY KICKOFF
By Samuel Mock, Director of Student Ministries



(4) Mark Behnken, CHPC organist and 
Dean of the Cincinnati Chapter of the 
American Guild of Organists, will do 
a 10-minute demo of the church’s 
4000 pipe organ — one of the largest 
and most unique  instruments in the 
region. After Mark plays, guests will 
have time to study the Worship Area 
features.

(5) At noon,  a catered lunch will be 
served in the Fireside Room. Vegan 
and gluten-free options are planned. 

(6) After lunch, the Tour Group will visit 
two other churches.  

CHPC MEMBERS & FRIENDS,
Interested in the CHPC part 
of the tour and lunch?  Call or 
email Starecvg@aol.com for 
information. Cost: $20 donaton 
to the   reGeneration Fund. 
HELP WANTED to host the Tour. 
Call 542-2442. Greeters, servers 
and table setters are needed. 

OCT 9 MUSEUM CENTER HERITAGE TOUR  
By Sharlyn Stare, CHPC Historian

ART JOURNALING

Connect with your personal story 
through art journaling with mixed 
media collage. This method uses 
printed images, written words, 
drawing and other materials that 
can be glued to paper. It is user 
friendly for both beginners and those 
with art experience; all supplies are 

provided. The focus is not on the 
finished product, but on the process 
of discovery and self-expression, 
engaging both heart and mind. 
Optional small group sharing follows 
the creative time. There is a sliding 
scale fee of $6-10 per week, and you 
can sign up for as many of the sessions 

as you wish at ArtOfBecoming@gmail.
com. Led by Maggie Beckjord, artist 
and spiritual director.   Wednesdays   
Sept 11- Nov 20, 9:30-12:30 in the 
Clubroom.  

Historic Churches Tour
Wednesday, Oct 9th, 9AM - 4PM

Visit the College Hill Presbyterian 
Church, which was first organized in 
1853 and now worships in a church 
constructed in 1890. Close by is the 
English Gothic style Grace Episcopal 
Church, whose first congregation 
met in Farmer’s College in 1866. In 
Northside, St. Boniface Parish Church, 
first known as St. Aloysius Parish in 
1863, was constructed in 1927.  See the 
splendid mosaics at the Holy Trinity-
St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church 
in Finneytown.

$80 Museum Center Members.
$95 Non-Members. includes lunch: 
 Register by October 2 online at
https://tickets.cincymuseum.org/
heritageprograms/ItemList.aspx

THE HERITAGE TOUR at CHPC
(1) The Tour Group will arrive by bus at 
11am and will immediately go to the 
Worship Area.   

(2) When guests enter the Worship 
Area, they will receive a booklet that 
explains its architectural features 
including the stained glass windows 
restored as part of the reGeneration 
Campaign. This booklet will be 
available for ongoing use by the 
Church. 

(3) The Tour Group will hear a 30 
minutes illuminated talk entitled, 
‘Form Follows Function.’  The Museum 
Center Planning Team was very 
intrigued by the church’s modular 
staging and adaptable chancel area, 
particularly in a classic neo-gothic 
space.  A brief Q & A time will follow 
the talk.   



MUSIC OPPORTUNITIES

MILESTONE SUNDAY 2019

By Michael Parker

By Jennifer Cronk, Director of Children & Families

The CHPC choral season for 2019-
2020 will begin on Thursday, August 
22 at 7:00 pm with our first Chancel 
Choir rehearsal.  The CHPC Chancel 
Choir is an all-volunteer choir open 
to all.  If singing in the church choir is 
a ministry in which you would like to 
participate, we welcome you to our 
choir.  If you have questions or would 
like to talk further before making a 
decision, contact Michael Parker by 
email (mparker@chpc.org) or by phone 
(513-312-9473) or at a church service.  

A huge thank you to the packed house 
of congregants we had to celebrate 
our students and their milestones this 
year.  It was such a delight to worship 
with you, to enjoy the Jesus University 
dancers, and to hear 
stories, testimonies 
and blessings from 
our various staff and 
volunteers.  We were 
literally overflowing, 
and we promise 
to have a bigger 
space next year so 
our whole church 
family can celebrate 
together without 
being squished!  
Please remember to 

The Choir will being singing in services 
on Sunday, Sept.  8, 2019.  The choir 
rehearses on Thursdays from 7 – 8:45 
pm; meets on Sundays at 8 am for the 
9:00 am service.
 
The CHPC Chancel Orchestra will 
again be participating in the 2019-2020 
choral season.  We will begin with a full 
orchestra rehearsal on Saturday, Sept. 
14 from 10-11:30 am in the Sanctuary.  
The CHPC Chancel Orchestra is an 
all-volunteer orchestra of string, 

be in prayer for our students as they 
take Christ into their schools, onto their 
ballfields, and into their conversations 
with friends this year.  In the words of 
Melissa MacDonald, “Jesus, may their 

brass, and woodwind instrument 
players.  Individual sections meet 
weekly (string, brass, woodwind); full 
orchestra meets on the third Saturday 
each month.  If you are interested in 
learning more about playing in the 
orchestra, contact Michael Parker 
by email (mparker@chpc.org) or by 
phone (513-312-9473) or at a church 
service or any orchestra member.  The 
orchestra will begin playing in services 
in September.  

roots go down deep into the soil of 
your marvelous love; give them power 
to understand how BIG your love for 
them truly is.” 



THE GOOD SHEPHERD
By Kelly Hibbett

How well do you remember Pastor Drew’s enlightening August 4th sermon on the 23rd Psalm? 

(Hint: You can listen to past sermons at chpc.org)

Answer on back  
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One day, Hope, Dreams, and Purpose 
set out on a long Journey together. 
They did everything they could to 
prepare for the Journey. Hope brought 
his boots because he knew that he 
would have to wade over the River of 
Despair, if he could find a place that 
was shallow enough. He knew if it 
was over his head, he wouldn’t even 
attempt to cross it. He would have to 
find a different path. But he brought 
the boots anyway, because he would 
not accept an easy defeat.

Dreams packed her butterfly wings; 
well, if you can say packed them. 
They wouldn’t fit in her back pack, 
so she wore them. She always went 
with Hope on his trips because he 
wouldn’t go without her. She was 
very brave and proud, beautiful really, 
walking down the street arm in arm 
with Hope.  Sometimes in areas where 
Dreams were not allowed, she would 

cause the Angry Beasts of Envy and 
Hatred to wake up. Well, she thought, 
she would just fly over them.

And they brought Purpose along for 
a GPS. She was always telling them 

THE LONG JOURNEY: A FOLKTALE METAPHOR
By Kathryne Brockfield

“DREAMS WOULD DO THE MOST 

UNEXPECTED THINGS THAT NO ONE 

HAD EVER SEEN BEFORE.”

to “turn right, now go left. Don’t stop 
here. Turn around, and go back. That 
road is closed.” She was annoying but 
they had to admit that she was helpful 
at times. Sometimes, she would yell 
at them, “What are you waiting for? 
Let’s get going,” when they would 
sit down to rest too long. Or early in 
the morning, she would have to go 
out and find them. She told them 
to hold hands so they would not get 
separated. But Hope was impetuous 
and sometimes just silly, and he would 
let go of Dream’s hand. Then Dreams 
would get stuck in the briars and 
Purpose would have to go looking for 
her, and rescue Hope from whatever 
mess he had gotten himself into. 

She would bring them back together 
in a safe place, and they would start 
out all over again with Purpose calling 
out suggestions every once in a while. 
She had to be careful not to overdo it 

because Hope’s very nature was to be 
free, and Dreams would do the most 
unexpected things that no one had 
ever seen before. They were surprising 
and wonderful things that Purpose did 
not want to squelch. Everyone loved 

seeing what Dreams could do when 
she unfolded her wings and flew over 
the Angry Beasts to meet up with 
Hope in a safe place. 

So, on a good day, they all began 
together. This was the day they had 
long been planning for. They knew 
where they wanted to go, but they 
didn’t know how to get there. But with 
Purpose along for their GPS, they had 
confidence they would find it. Before 
they had gone very far down the road, 
they ran into Will. He was big and tall, 
and sometimes a bully. He shouted 
at them from the top of the Hill of 
Difficulty. “Heh, where are you guys 
going without me?”

Hope and Dreams looked at Purpose 
to help them figure out what to say 
to Will. “Uh, just out for a walk.  Did we 
wake you?” They said these things to 
escape Will’s detection. Will had tried 
to run things before but he was very 
unreliable. Now he wanted to do this, 
and then he didn’t want to do that 
anymore. They had decided that they 
weren’t going to tell him they were off 
on a Great Journey.

“Where are you going?” Will 
demanded, louder this time.

Hope finally found his voice. Dreams 
tucked her butterfly wings carefully 
behind her, hoping Will would not see 
them. Will had been rude to her before.

Hope exclaimed in a loud voice, “We 
are going to find Happiness. It’s out 



“THEY WERE OFF ON A 

GREAT JOURNEY!”

there somewhere. You think you’re the 
boss, but you only make us miserable.”

Will was quiet. “No,” he said. “I’m not 
really the boss. I just pretend that I am. 
I’m really sorry that I’ve messed things 
up in the past. Would you forgive me? I 
promise I won’t use logic and reason to 

try to stop you. Please 
don’t leave me here 
all alone. I’d miss you 
terribly.”

Touched by Will’s 
contriteness, Hope, 
Dreams, and Purpose 
had a quick meeting, 

and then Hope spoke again. “Okay, 
we’ll trust you, but if you sabotage our 
plans again, we will have you arrested.”

Therefore, that day the threesome 
became a foursome, and they 
scampered down the road like a 
puppy. They avoided the River of 

Despair and the Angry Beasts. They 
just stayed on the path before them 
until finally….

Did they find Happiness? You tell me. 
This is your story. Put whatever happy 
ending on this Folk Tale which would 
make you happy. Pursue your dreams. 
What happens next?  

An Invitation for All Men
Sycamore Presbyterian Church invites the men, young men and their friends from your 
church family to participate at a Men’s Retreat, entitled From Success to Significance - 
Pursuing God’s Call for Your Life. Join us Friday evening, October 11 and Saturday, 
October 12 for a fun-filled and “wildly influential” event as we explore the core values 
and key tasks that support being a disciple of Jesus Christ. The Retreat will be held at 
the Sycamore Presbyterian Church campus (11800 Mason Road, Cincinnati, OH 
45249). 

Our keynote speaker will be Steve Newman. Steve has been a Chaplain for Cru 
(Campus Crusades for Christ) for more than 40 years. His responsibilities in support of 
the Athletes in Action division of Cru include 16 years as Chaplain for Miami University/
Oxford and 23 years as Chaplain for the Green Bay Packers. 

A free-will offering will be represented with a suggested amount of $20 for adult men 
and $5 for students. Online registration will be available beginning in early September at 
the Sycamore Presbyterian Church website (www.sycamorechurch.org). Click on “Event 
Sign-up”.

Please contact Rick Rogers with any questions (513-713-7140 or 
Richard_L_Rogers@yahoo.com).

MEN’S RETREAT

Sycamore Presbyterian Church invites 
the men, young men and their friends 
from your church family to participate 
in this Men’s Retreat. Join us Friday 
evening, October 11 and Saturday, 
October 12 for a fun-filled and “wildly 
influential” event as we explore the 
core values and key tasks that support 
being a disciple of Jesus Christ. 

Please contact Rick Rogers with any 
questions (513-713-7140) or 
Richard_L_Rogers@yahoo.com). 



CHPC SWIM MINISTRY 2019 - DELIVERING LIVING WATER
By Sharlyn Stare, Ministry Administrator

The Mission of the CHPC Swimming 
Ministry is “to raise up the next 
generation of Christian leaders within 
the context of teaching swimming 
each summer to children and adults 
so that they might reflect the Glory of 
God all the days of their lives.” 

Every year’s ministry may have a 
similar format, but God puts together 
the staff, swimmers, pools and weather 
in unique ways.  2019 was no exception.  

YOU CAN TEACH AN 
OLD FROG NEW TRICKS

For the first time, all swimmer and 
staff applications were online and 
allowed payment by credit cards.  
Swimmer families and our Business 
Managers really affirmed the changes 
made possible through the web 
design by Heather Lethander, CHPC’s 
Director of Finance.  

June 6-8, the Staff had training and 
team building to prepare them for 
summer. Teaching days began with 
a Staff Bible study and prayer for 
swimmers and ourselves . . . because 
we needed God’s wisdom. 

IN THE BIBLE STUDIES, we were 
spiritually equipped  for ministry:
(1) God’s ways are not our ways 
[witness of the Psalms of David];

(2) God’s desire is for us to be 
teachable...every day, every hour;
(3) ‘Fear’ is double-sided: The fear 
[awesome reverence] of the LORD is 
the beginning of wisdom (Ps 111:10).
There is no fear [terror] in love, but 
perfect love casts out fear. (I John 4:18)  
‘Perfect love’ is a fruit of God’s Holy 
Spirit released in our lives.

The Swim Ministry is distinctive in it’s 
emphasis on building loving trusting 
relationships between a swimmer and 
their teacher. Most of our teachers 
work one-on-one with their swimmers.

Every swimmer has distinct needs. 
MEET KENNY and his teacher Matt.  
What we hadn’t been told was that 3 
year old Kenny had a waterproof cast 
on one leg from his thigh to his toes. 
He was taking a photosensitive med 
and had to wear a hat and special 
rubber-rimmed glasses at all times.  A 
fun kid, he learned to enjoy the water, 
move using his arms, roll to his back 
to get a breath. He and Matt were real 
Reds buddies!

MEET
AMANDA 
from Mason 
pictured in 
2017 with her 
teacher Jodie.  
[Maggie Smith 
was Amanda’s 
first teacher.] 
Cerebral palsy 
left her right 
leg and hand 
very deformed. 
On land awkward;  in the water she 
was set free.  In 2018, an operation 
helped to straighten her hand and 
foot, but still left her leg short. Through 
ARC’s Adaptive Aquatics, Water Safety 
Instructor Katy Verhagen-Wilson 
enabled Amanda to complete Level 
3A skills which include jumping and 
swimming in deep water! Miracles 
abound. 

The Swim Ministry teaches 3 weeks of 
swim lessons for children/ youths and 
two weeks of adult lessons. The 3 yr 
olds and the 60+yr olds struggle with 
the same fear of death when asked to 
put their face in the water and hum.  
Fears block the ability to relax and 
learn.  Loving teachers empowered 
through a lot of prayer can help a lot 
to release those fears. 

Pictured on the next page are 
swimmers and teachers in one of 
the adult classes. Half had major fears.  
Most had been referred by a relative 
or friend. 

Every class began with sharing a ‘wet 



SWIMMING MINISTRY - PRAYERS & MIRACLES

verse of Scripture.’  A new couple 
who are Muslims asked if they 
could bring a verse from the 
Koran and a similar one from 
the Bible.  Knowing that God 
is always at work,  I said, ‘Yes.’  
We also prayed and taught the 
adults Phil 4:13 as we do with 
younger swimmers. 

MEET Mr E, an adult student, 
who openly declared, “I don’t 
go in water deeper than my 
waist, and I don’t float!”  The 
Staff smiled and provided a 
loving, non-anxious presence.  
All week we taught swimmers’ 
minds, bodies and spirits. We had fun 
and allowed adults to play and enjoy 
the water. On Day 1, the ‘non-floater’ 
couldn’t retrieve rubber rings from 
the bottom of the pool because he 
found that he floated too well. On Day 
5, he spent 5 minutes just floating on 
his back listening to his own relaxed 
breathing.  What a change.  He knew 
God had acted.

This year the Swim Ministry had a large 
number of new students who were 
10 to 15 years old. Some swimmers 
could not afford  lessons. Others had 
deep-seated fears from negative 
experiences or poorly taught swim 
lessons elsewhere. 

One family visiting from out of town 
enrolled two sisters ages 11 and 13.  
Several years ago, they had an accident 
in a swimming pool, and had rejected 
all attempts to teach them to swim.  
The sisters and their 2 experienced 

teachers got into the water together.  
The girls held on to the wall doing 
drills for several days.  By Friday, they 
had left the wall, but were far from 
doing strokes. Their teachers were 
disappointed. It seemed as if their 
prayers were close to being answered, 
but lessons were over for the summer. 

. . we thought.

The next day, the girl’s mother emailed:  
Hi Sam!  [M] really hit it off with her 
teacher [Miss J]. Will you ask [Miss 
J or her parents] if my daughter 
could have her address and write her 
occasionally? Thank you for organizing 
the lessons!  Our kids learned a lot and 
had good help processing fears.  

I forwarded the email with a note to 
the teacher: “You had an impact on 
your reluctant swimmer.  God does 
answer prayers and do miracles even 
when we can’t see them at first.”  Heb. 
11:1 says,  Now faith is the assurance 
of things hoped for, the conviction of 
things not seen.  

God has touched us, our swimmers 
and our swimmers’ families in powerful 
ways this summer. It’s easy to give 
God the Glory when He is so gracious 
to all of us!  

7/22-26 adult swim class & teachers

 wk 1 staff - thanks to all who supported the ministry in prayer



Have an idea for Belltower News?

Belltower News has a writing team that meets monthly to write, collect, and 
edit articles so that we can make the best publication possible. If you’d like to 
be included, call Mike Jorgensen or if you want to submit an article send it to 
worshipadmin@chpc.org. Deadline for October is noon on September 26th. 

.

ACROSS
2. host
3. righteousness
6. mercy
7. joy
12. God’s purpose
14. circus
15. eaten
16. helpless
18. narrow

Answers to The Good Shepherd crossword

19. second
21. app 
22. God’s timing
23. fatness
26. shadow of death
28. repent
29. forever
30. paths
31. still waters
32. rod

DOWN
1. Google Map
4. room service
5. lions
8. over
9. journey
10. death
11. wants and needs
12. green

13. table
14. Coolio
17. staff
18. Nightcrawler
20. pastures
24. valley
25. follow
27. evil

MOBILE MARKET

Bringing fresh, 
affordable fruits, 
vegetables, and other 
healthy foods to your 
neighborhood every 
week!
Open to the public!


