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Thanks to the amazing, GENEROUS 
donations of the CHPC family, kids 
had a super fun time hunting for over 
1300 eggs on Easter Sunday!  Not 
only did we have more than enough 
eggs, baskets and candy, there is even 
leftover candy that The Gospel Project 
adult Sunday school class will be able 
to use for months to come!  Thank you 

so much to all who helped make the 
hunt possible, from all who donated 
(we didn’t have to spend a penny on 
the event), to all who stuffed eggs 
before the Maundy Thursday service, to 
all who came early on Easter morning 
to help hide eggs, and all who helped 
keep kids safe and happy during the 
hunt.  We had several families attend 

church service on Easter Sunday who 
had come to bring their kids to the egg 
hunt.  Thanks for giving them a chance 
to hear, receive, and be changed by 
the BEST NEWS—that Jesus has made 
a way for them to know God and join 
His family!  

EASTER EGG HUNT WAS A HOPPING SUCCESS
By Jennifer Cronk, Interim Director of Children & Families



CURRENT SERIES

During Lent we began asking, “what 
questions do you and your friends 
have about Christianity?” We got some 
good ones, some hard ones, and some 
really specific ones. This spring we’re 
preaching through a series that tries to 
answer some of those questions. This 
is refreshing because we can all exhale 
and admit that we have questions, 
reservations, or even concerns about 
some aspects of Christianity or the 
Bible. Often times church is portrayed 
as a place where people must act like 
they have it all together and that doubt 
is a sign of weakness. In reality, doubt is 
a symptom of being human and doubt 

means that we are using our minds 
to process and think critically, which 
is what our minds are designed to do. 
In scripture, God never shys away from 
His people asking questions, so neither 
should His church. Come and join us as 
we discuss issues ranging from human 
sexuality to racism, sexism, and even 
what the purpose of the church is. 
And most importantly, bring a friend! 
If you have ever wondered about any 
of these issues, then it is likely that you 
know someone else who does too!  

4.28 – Christianity and Sexuality

5.5 –  Christianity and Race

5.12 – Christianity and Women

5.19 – Christianity and Evil

5.26 – Christianity and The Church

6.3 – Christianity and Science



Enjoy fellowship over a professionally 
catered dinner ($12)  followed by the 
evening’s program: another of Sam & 
Barry Stare’s Powerpoint-illuminated 
talks:  Regaining Paradise. 

The Stares will take you on a whirl-
wind trip through history from THE 
Garden of Eden to glimpses of their 
trip to London, England last May. 
Expect to ‘buckle your seatbelts!’ for 
this fast-paced trip Regaining Paradise.

COUNSELING MINISTRY TESTIMONY

My rejection began at an early age. I 
had a very painful life which included 
abuse and abandonment. I didn’t 
believe I was worthy of anyone’s love. 
I didn’t even think I was worthy of 
God’s love.

What I didn’t know at the time was 
that all the pain and hopelessness I 
was experiencing was preparation for 
my destiny.

I want to encourage anyone who 
feels lost or needs help to to seek 
counseling. Counseling for me has 
been a wonderful tool of healing 
and deliverance. I have experienced 
healing in areas I didn’t even know  
needed healing.

Counseling helped me to accept 
myself just as I am.

Counseling helped me to understand 
that God is my heavenly father and 
that I can trust in him.

Counseling helped me learn to forgive 
and let go.

Counseling helped me to feel worthy 
and complete.

Counseling helped me to pray for 
those who have hurt me.

In the beginning of my journey I felt 
like nothing and a nobody. Now I feel 
like a person.

It took a lot of work, but it was worth it. 
Sometimes it was painful, but I stuck 
with it and was honest. God honored 
that by bringing me to my wealthy 
and healthy place in him. I finally feel 
whole, complete and forgiven.

Don’t give up. There is a way out. God 
will take what is negative in your life 
and use it for good if you let him.  

For more information about the 
Counseling ministry, contact 
Jeanne Schneider – Director of Care 
& Counseling 513-541-5676 x1160 or 
jschneider@chpc.org

As a church we support the work of transformation through the counseling ministry. Below is a 
recent testimony to the life-changing journey of one of our clients. We hope you will be encouraged 
by this story and reminded to pray for all the courageous people throughout the tr-state who seek 
counseling through this ministry.

SUPPER CLUB

Looking for a great evening out dining 
with other senior adults?

TRY THE SUPPER CLUB
Monday, May 20, 2019  6pm 

Sir Thomas More - Renaissance 
counselor to King Henry VIII said it 
well: “The many great gardens of 
the world, of literature and poetry, of 
painting and music, of religion and 
architecture, all make the point as clear 
as possible: The soul cannot thrive in 
the absence of a garden. If you don’t 
want paradise, you are not human....” 

For Dinner Reservations call Sally 
Auble at 741-3125 by Thurs, May 16.  



2019 SWIM MINISTRY
By Sharlyn Stare

YOU CAN TEACH AN OLD ‘FROG’ NEW TRICKS!

swim brochure
and application online
plus payment by check or secure credit card

Print your own Brochure 
Apply and pay your Registration Fees 

Pay your Class Fees and
Donate to the Scholarship Fund 

Apply to teach

chpc.org/ministries/swim-ministry

Questions? Call Sam Stare at 513.542.2442
or email starecvg@aol.com 

Swim Lessons with an
Eternal Difference

Children/Youth: 10am, 11am, 12pm 
June 24-28; July 15-19; July 29-Aug 2 
at North Hills Swim Club, Daly Rd.

Adults: 6-7pm July 8-12; 22-26
at Twin Towers Pool, Hamilton Ave. 

online brochures /applications at 
chpc.org/ministries/swim-ministry

WANTED: SWIM MINISTRY STAFF 

Expect to be part of a miracle! Youth 
(at least 11 yrs old) and Adults. All must 
(1) be growing as a Christian, (2) love 
children, (3) have a sense of humor, (4) 
enjoy the water, (5) be teachable. Youth 
swim skills at American Red Cross 
Level 4 or above. Adults, a willingness 
to mentor teens is key; experience as 
a Life Guard/ Water Safety Instructor 
is helpful but not required.

Most staff work from 9:30AM to 
1:30PM for  at least two of the 3 
weeks of lessons. 
Child care benefits. 
Staff Training: 6-9pm Thurs June 6
& Fri June 7, and 9-4 Sat June 8.
 
invitation /applications online at 
chpc.org/ministries/swim-ministry

 

Did you know you can find registration forms, listen to

sermons, and pay your tithe online?

It’s easy! Visit chpc.org
Now you can also text (513)854-1604 to give!!



CHPC YOUNG TALENT 

On April 29th, Supper Club was treated 
to a program of music and dance by 
some of our church youth entitled 
“CHPC’s Got Young Talent”.  Here is a 
glimpse of this fun and entertaining 
evening.  

Elizabeth Duke Elfreda AcoraToby Knueven 

Jesus University



CHANGING THE WORLD ONE CHILD AT A TIME
By Kelly Hibbett

“Start children off on the way they 
should go, and even when they are 
old they will not turn from it” (Proverbs 
22: 6).  That is exactly what the tutors 
and mentors serving through our 
Whiz Kids and Treehouse programs 
at Pleasant Hill Academy are doing. 
Under the auspices of City Gospel, 
these programs serve struggling 
readers in grades 1-6 by providing them 
with a Scripture-based curriculum one 
hour a week during the school year, 
but the influence of the volunteers far 
exceeds that.

Tim Walker,  Resource Officer at 
Pleasant Hill, is thankful for the 
academic growth the children in Whiz 
Kids and Treehouse are making (an 
average of 3.5 reading levels a year city-
wide); however, a much bigger impact 
has come from the relationships that 
have developed between the children 
and their tutors and mentors. Caring 
adults who “walk and talk with them 
about life and faith,” says Walker, “are 
changing lives.”  

According to the resource officer, the 
children “hunger for individualized 
attention,” something that is a rare 

commodity in this hectic world.  He 
explains, “Not all kids have that in 
their lives, and for many that one 
hour may be the most time they get 
from an adult all week.  One hour to 
themselves…What a gift!”

Truly grateful, Walker notes that our 
volunteers “go above and beyond 
when they see needs with the kids.  
They talk to the teachers and willingly 
bridge the gap for the children.”

As a result of these programs, Walker 
and Pleasant Hill’s teachers have 
seen remarkable improvements in 
behavior, more respectful ways of 
talking with adults, and increased 
attendance.  Moreover, “kids are 
excited about learning,” adds Walker.  
Most amazing to him, though, is the 
number of children who have given 
their lives to Christ because of the 
relationships built through Whiz 
Kids, Treehouse, and other church-
sponsored opportunities such as 
summer camp.

One of our volunteers, Cindy Carlson,  
tutored a 6th grader at Pleasant Hill 
and soon developed such a close 

relationship with him that when he 
moved on to a new school, she became 
a mentor through City Gospel so that 
she could continue to work with him.  
Although the activities organized by 
City Gospel are fun-oriented (e.g., 
pizza/bowling parties, visiting a maple 
sugar farm, pottery making, etc.), Cindy 
has expanded upon them to open up 
the world a little more for him.  Cindy 
has taken her mentee to a Bearcats 
football game, to visit UC’s library and 
laser light lab, and to investigate Global 
Information Systems. In what can be 
a very chaotic world, full of change, 
she has had the privilege of being a 
consistent influence in his life, being 
there for him and supporting him. As 
they share experiences together, she 
helps him “to see possibilities.”

God also called Joe Koize to serve 
others through this program.  From 
the time his own children were young, 
Joe witnessed firsthand the effect 
caring adults can have on children’s 
lives, and he knew that God had placed 
this kind of service on his heart.  He 
recalls hearing Dr. O’dell Owens, 
keynote speaker at a Feast of Love 
event, reveal that the Department of 



Corrections predicts the number of 
future prison inmates based on 4th 
grade literacy rates, and Joe knew he 
had to do something about it.  

Working for the IRS, focused on 
accounting and taxes all day, Joe 
had not had much opportunity to 
work with people (other than to 
manage them), but God continually 
opened doors so that Joe could live 
out this calling.  For example, when 
his work schedule seemed to make 
it impossible for him to volunteer in 
this capacity, Big Brothers and Sisters 
launched a lunch-time mentoring 
program that was a perfect fit for 
Joe. Some time later, CHPC’s Whiz 
Kids and Tree House programs took 
off, and Joe felt drawn to serve, but 
it was impossible because the time 
conflicted with work. Soon, though, 
the program moved from church to 
Pleasant Hill, and a change in hours 
fit perfectly into Joe’s life. God makes 
things happen!

Tutoring became a high spot in Joe’s 
week as he watched the children grow 
and become more confident.  He felt 
especially privileged to work with “a 

little guy who had such a heart for 
the Lord that he got his family going 
to church.”  When the youngster got 
baptized, he even invited Joe to the 
ceremony.

Leslie Custer has had similar 
experiences as a tutor, finding the 
one-on-one time she can spend with a 
child invaluable.  Something as simple 
as playing a game of checkers with 
a girl who had never played before 
and giving her special time with an 
adult takes tutoring beyond reading 
intervention. 

For Leslie, like many of the tutors and 
mentors, maintaining relationships 
with the same child over several 
years enriches both of their lives in 
unpredictable ways.  For instance, a 
young girl Leslie had been tutoring 
revealed that she was being bullied 
as she swam at a local pool that did 
not have a lifeguard.  Fearing for the 

child’s safety, Leslie got the girl’s family 
involved with the swim ministry.  
Watching her learn to swim and seeing 
her pride in her accomplishment 
touched Leslie’s heart.  Officially, 
Leslie’s role is that of an academic 
tutor, but the relationships she is 
building far surpass the three R’s.  
Leslie certainly enjoys seeing the 
children’s confidence grow as they 
graph their progress, but she says we 
can “never underestimate the value of 
your time spent with a child.”

If, like these CHPC-ers, you feel called 
to change the lives of young people 
as a tutor or mentor, “start[ing] them 
off on the way they should go,” please 
contact Colleen Scheid, Program 
Coordinator, at 513-505-9826.  You 
can also get more information in the 
“Ministries” section of the church’s 
website.  



Have an idea for Belltower News?

Belltower News is forming a writing team that will meet monthly to write, 
collect, and edit articles so that we can make the best publication possible. If 
you’d like to be included, call Mike Jorgensen or if you want to submit an article 
send it to worshipadmin@chpc.org. Deadline for June is noon on May 25th. 

.

POTLUCK PICNIC SUNDAY

GOSPEL PLAY

Save The Date – Potluck Picnic 
Sunday, June 9 from 1pm – 4pm at 
Winton Woods. All are invited. 
More details to follow.

New House of Joy Presents, Davis Mizell’s

I’m So Glad Mama Prays for Me
Gospel Play

$10 at the door
May 11, 2019
7pm

3220 Central Parkway
Cincinnati, OH 45223

Bishop Todd E. O’Neal, Sr. Pastor

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

Want to help others find the church? 

Be sure to like, follow, check-in, tag, 
and review us on social media and use 
#CollegeHillPres when talking about 
the church!

College Hill Presbyterian Church

@CollegeHillPC


