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August 2 22:15-22  
Complete Authority – What does 
Jesus say about politics and 
government authority. 
 
August 9 22:23-33  
Know God – The joy of knowing 
God’s truth and power in our life. 
 
 

August 16 22:34-46  
Love – The core character of a Jesus 
follower is love. 
 
August 23 23:1-36  
Stop – Jesus gives us a list of actions 
we must stop as we follow him. 
 
 
 

August 30 23:37-39  
Weep – What really makes Jesus 
sad? 

 
 
 

www.facebook.com/
CollegeHillPresbyterianChurch 

 
 

Essential Sermon Series - Matthew 

Covid-19 has redefined what is essential.  Jesus did the same thing. We will explore his teachings in the last week 
of his life as he explains the essential information for living according to God’s wisdom and truth.  

http://www.facebook.com/CollegeHillPresbyterianChurch
http://www.facebook.com/CollegeHillPresbyterianChurch


  BTN SUBMISSION 

 

Special shout out to Chris Dumford 
for this truly excellent poem! 
 

 

To Worship together’s no Gimmick, 

For Christians, in fact, its Endemic. 

Whether virtual Views, 

Or masked in the Pews, 

We praise God all through the 
Pandemic! 

 
 

AUGUST WORSHIP 

 

All attending will wear a face cover-
ing and maintain physical distanc-
ing. The basic schedule for Sunday 
services will be the same: 

9:00 AM – 9:45 AM       

First Service  (Sanctuary) 

10:00 AM  – 10:15 AM   

Songs of Praise (outside) 

10:30 AM  – 11:15 AM   

Second Service (Sanctuary) 

5:00 PM – 6:00 PM       

Third Service (Fellowship Hall) 

 

 

The Online service will be 
at 10:30 AM on Facebook 
Live.   For those who participate 
on YouTube, the service will be 
available by 5 PM on Sunday.  

Be sure to RSVP for worship at 
chpc.org/rsvp.  



 

When Hope Davis asked me to fol-
low her song in church last Sunday 
at 5pm with a reading of some sort, 
I thought I would just pick a com-
patible Bible passage. As I watched 
the demo video of the song, First 
Commandment, (Check it out on 
YouTube) – I was surprised at my 
reaction. It’s a lovely song, but I felt 
oppositional. I wanted to agree with 
the song’s cry to love God with all 
that is in me, to learn to listen and 
obey, but I knew that other forces 
were at work. So this small slice of 
spoken word is for other ambiva-
lent souls like me:  

 

Wait a minute. 

That’s the song I want to sing 

But embedded in me is this other 
thing. 

That doesn’t want to listen, hates to 
obey, 

Wants to lay in bed and eat choco-
lates all day. 

 

Jesus is out there in the covid dan-
gers 

Rescuing victims, intubating 
strangers 

Loving the unmasked, the racists 
and thieves 

Doing mouth-to-mouth on the 
ones who can’t breathe. 

 

I don’t wanna be there. 

 

Who in their right mind would even 
try 

I’m too tired, too hot, I’ll get sick, I 
might die. 

The poor are getting poorer, the 
rich retreat scared 

We know all this damage just can’t 
be repaired. 

 

On the other hand- 

To live into fear, self-focus, greed 

Is to wither and die like that bare 
fig tree. 

Because everything good is there 
with Jesus 

His love, his power, his truth – it 
frees us. 

 

The thing with God is there’s no 
middle way 

You listen to him or you’re clueless 
all day 

You do what God says or you mess 
up and fail 

You soar on His wings or you sink 
and you bail. 

 

So, God – 

Teach me to listen and help me 
obey 

Scoop me up in your arms when 
I’m running away 

Spirit teach me to hear you, to love, 
and to see 

Wherever You are is the best place 
to be. 

Have you tried giving online? It 
is quick, convenient, and mobile 

friendly! You can set up a one 
time or recurring gift.  
www.chpc.org/give. 

 

DON’T WANNA LISTEN, HATE TO OBEY 

By Colleen Scheid 



STRIDES FOR HOPE  

STRIDES FOR HOPE is Life For-
ward’s reimagined walk and 5k 
run to raise awareness and sup-
port for women and families ex-
periencing unplanned pregnancy 
in Cincinnati. Register today to 
help women make life-affirming 
decisions through God’s love and 
join us (in-person or virtually) on 
Saturday, September 12th from 
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM -
 www.lifeforwardcincy.org/strides  



 By: Jennifer Cronk 

As school starts back (at least, kind 
of), it’s a good reminder for our 
church family to be praying for our 
children, youth, and their fami-
lies.  Especially this school year, 
parents need prayers for wisdom 
as they make hard decisions 
about their child(ren)’s educa-
tion.  Pray for school administra-
tors to have deep understanding, 
compassion, and knowledge as 
they establish safe practices for 
their schools.  Pray for teachers to 
have adaptability, winsomeness, 
and discernment as they teach 
under vastly different circum-
stances.  And pray for our kids, 
many of whom have experienced 
trauma as a result of Covid, and its 
challenges, to experience the 
healing power of God, their heav-
enly Father.   We serve a great, 
powerful, and merciful God, who 
delights to hear and answer the 
prayers of His people.  Below are 
some other ideas for prayers for 
our students… 

  

  

o   “Jesus, may their roots go down 
deep into the soil of your marvel-
ous love; give them the power to 
understand how BIG your love for 
them truly is.” Ephesians 3:17-18 

  

o   “God, help them to remember 
and really grasp that they 
are fearfully and wonderfully made, 
with no mistakes!” Psalm 139:14 

  

o   “Holy Spirit, empower them to 
see and add value to the lonely, left 

behind, bullied, or forgotten.” John 
13:34 

  

o   “God, help them to be strong 
and courageous, especially when 
it’s extra hard.” Joshua 1:9 

  

o   “Jesus, protect their eyes from 
things they shouldn’t see, their ears 
from harmful messages, and their 
hearts from lies that may take root. 
Help them to dwell only on true, 
good words.” Philippians 4:8 

  

o   “God, remind them that you al-
ways hear them & are always with 
them” Psalm 18:6 

  

o   “Father, when they feel lonely or 
confused remind them that you 
are writing their story and 
you know them by name.” Isaiah 
43:1 

  

o   “God, may they know they 
are worthwhile because they are 
created in your image.” Genesis 
1:27 

  

o   “Father, remind them they 
have power to choose their words 
and actions.” Philippians 4:13 

  

o   “Jesus, help them to remember 
that even though they may not 
always feel you, you are always 
with them and you never forget 
them.” Hebrews 13:5 

  

o   “God, remind them that even 
though they won’t always make 
the right choices you will never 
stop loving them, because they 
are your forever-children.” Romans 
8:15 

  

o   “God, help them to laugh today. 
Bring them bits and pieces of joy 
throughout their day that remind 
them they are loved by you.” Prov-
erbs 17:22 

  

**Prayers have been adapted from 
Melissa MacDonald 

PRAYERS FOR KIDS YOU LOVE 

 



TENDING THE VINEYARD 

“A man had two sons.  And he 
went to the first and said, ‘Son, go 
and work in the vineyard today.’ 
And he answered, “I will not,’ but 
afterward he changed his mind 
and went.  And he went to the 
other son and said the 
same.   And he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ 
but did not go.  Which of the two 
did the will of his father?” 

Matthew 21:28-30 

 

Darryll’s sermon on Matthew 21 
struck a chord with many of us, as 
we saw in ourselves one son or 
the other.  Some of us are reluc-
tant to obey but eventually come 
to our senses (often after some 
grumbling) and do the right 
thing.  Others either mean well 
and then get busy with life and 
forget our obligations or we’re 
“slick” yea-sayers who have no 
intention of following through. 

 

As Darryll said, no matter which 
son we resemble, we all can find 
excuses to avoid or delay working 
in the vineyard: it’s hot and bug-
gy, we don’t think we have the 
ability or the right tools, some-
thing more interesting beckons, 
we’re too busy, we tell ourselves 
somebody else will do it. The list 
goes on and on. 

 

But one of Jesus’ messages that 
Darryll elucidated for us was quite 
hopeful: like the son who said, 
“No,” we can change our 
minds.  And when we do so and 
go out into the vineyard, beautiful 

things happen because we don’t 
go alone.  We have a Helper to 
guide us, comfort us, strengthen 
us. And when we tend the vine-
yard, empowered by the Spirit, 
there will be fruit in abundance. 

 

Since March, CHPC volunteers 
have devoted three days a week 
out in the vineyard, distributing 
hundreds of Bibles and other 
Christian books, toys, meals, and 
snacks generously donated by 
our congregation to Pleasant Hill 
Academy families struggling to 
make ends meet in these difficult 
times, and more importantly, 
praying with them.   

 

There were so many beautiful 
people, so much fear and uncer-
tainty, so much need for our Sav-
ior, but for a few brief moments 
each week, we sought God to-
gether and all were blessed.  

 

Here are a few highlights: 

 

One Friday, three young men ag-
es 11-14 walked to the school to 
pick up lunches for themselves 
and their siblings.  When asked if 
they wanted to pray, the eldest 
laughed nervously and started to 
back away, but the youngest’s 
soulful, “Yes,” could not be denied. 
So, they stayed.  

  

That littlest one, Jo-el, had been 
bearing a tremendous bur-
den.  He said he wanted us to 
pray for his mother who had had 
a stroke and was in a nursing 
home. He also wanted to pray 
that he would get to go and live 
with his grandmother, but he did-
n’t think that was possible be-
cause of Covid. We asked God to 
let Jo-el know that He had him in 
His arms and that he did not have 
to worry about all of this or figure 
it all out for himself, that he could 
hand it over to God. You could 
just see a burden lifted off that 
little boy’s shoulders and the 
peace of Christ settle on him. 

  

The middle boy said that he just 
felt so confused about everything 
that was going on (i.e., the virus, 
racism, the protests) and wanted 
us to pray for the world. Thirteen 
years old, not knowing where his 
next meal was coming from, and 
his thoughts were for the world. 

  

The oldest was 14, and by the time 
we got around to him, he was 
ready to talk. He wanted God to 
help him get a job.  While so 

By: Kelly Hibbet 



many kids his age were playing vid-
eo games all night and sleeping till 
noon, this young man wanted to 
find a way to help his family. 
  
What a gift it was to be able to go 
to our Father with these young 
brothers. 
  

* * * 
 
The “Show S’more Love” campaign 
was, indeed, love in action.  And 
God saw to it that we had just what 
we needed.   The morning before 
the event, we had 22 bags of 
s’mores ingredients to give away 
but wanted enough for the 35 fami-
lies that usually come.  The prayer 
chain lifted up the event, and with-
in 3 hours, we had 45 bags of 
s’mores ingredients. Of course, 
guess how many families arrived 
that day…You got it!  Forty 
five!!!!  (Loaves, fishes...and marsh-
mallows???)  How great is our God! 
Thank you to all who so generously 
answered the call! 

 
Mark, a volunteer who runs the 
chess program at CPS and who is 

with us each week giving away 
chess games, reported that on the 
next distribution day, a mother who 
had received one of the “Show 
S’more Love” bags expressed her 
gratitude for that act of kind-
ness.  She told him, “That night, we 
made a fire outside, and sat around 
it as a family enjoying the 
s’mores.  It brought such joy to eve-
ryone.” 
 

* * * 
 
One week, someone donated a 
whole bag full of homemade prayer 
dolls with bead necklaces repre-
senting things like our sin, Christ’s 
blood, and salvation.  One mother, 

in particular, was thrilled to get a 
doll for her daughter, and she fond-
ly recalled that when she was a 
child, her own mother had made 
such dolls.  Now her child would 
have one. 
  

* * * 
 
Often, the staff from CPS and 
church volunteers were so busy 
with the families that we barely 
had time to speak to one another, 
but one day, we made a point of 
staying after to pray together.  As 
we shared what was happening in 
our lives with each other and God, 
the sense of love and community 
was palpable.  One of the cafeteria 
workers teared up and said she got 
chills.  She was so thankful for the 
prayer. Praying together became a 

routine, pulling us together for a 
moment as children of the same 
Father. 
  

* * * 
 
We were blessed with the oppor-
tunity to meet and pray with so 
many folks who touched our 
hearts: the young man running a 
group home for teens struggling 
with addiction, two women who 
care for 10 children with Down syn-
drome, the couple who wanted 
prayer for the healthy birth of their 
baby in this frightening time after 
having lost their first child in a late-
term miscarriage last year, the little 
boy who wanted to pray about his 
anger while his brother wanted 
God to help him stop doing bad 
things and their little sister wanted 
to ask for ice cream. As the weeks 
progressed, the tables turned as 
families started asking to pray for 
the volunteers and the school.  
 

  
* * * 

  
 
 

 

 



                                                                                                                                                                        CHPC THANKS YOU  

Have an idea for Belltower News? 
Belltower News has a writing team that meets monthly to write, collect, and edit 
articles so that we can make the best publication possible. If you’d like to be in-

cluded, submit an article send it to  

worshipadmin@chpc.org 

The submission deadline for the September edition is noon on September 30th. 

  

According to Kelley Foresman, who 
coordinated the Pleasant Hill Acad-
emy volunteers, one of the biggest 
blessings of this ministry was the 
deepening of the relationship be-
tween the school community and 
our church.  We’ve partnered to-
gether for many years through the 
Whiz Kids tutoring program, and 
that is our core reason for being in 
the school.  However, the support 
we were able to give the school 
and families during this difficult 
season was more like pitching in 
behind the scenes. What started 
out as a 4-week commitment 
turned into a 4-month one, and 
school leadership and staff knew 
we were in it for the long haul.  We 
were there to work side-by-side 
with the school in all the messiness 
of life. And isn’t that messiness ex-
actly where beautiful things take 
root? 

 

As the summer is winding down, 
Kelley is literally headed into the 
vineyard.  Pleasant Hill Academy 
students have a garden they tend 
throughout the school year.  In the 
summer, the staff takes over.  Next 
week, though, the staff will be on 
vacation, and in this heat wave, 
they are concerned about the gar-
den.  So, Kelley, whose knowledge 
of gardening consists only of Olive 

Garden’s menu, will be out there 
with the watering can, doing all she 

can to help the plants thrive.  The 
fact that Shane Fletcher, the school 
resource officer and our go-to man 
for everything Pleasant Hill, asked 
Kelley to do this for them shows 
what we are becoming: family.  Af-
ter all, you don’t ask guests to do 
your yardwork. 

 

.…for helping out with our two 
Campus Clean-ups this summer.  
Because of you, all of the shrub-
bery was trimmed, weeds eradi-
cated, beds thinned out, litter re-
moved, parking lots and drive-
ways cleared, walls de-ivied, and 
stones quarried (thank you, Bill S. 
Flintstone).  Bonnie even found a 
glass alcohol bottle she repur-
posed into a pretty vase, giving 
us a chuckle as we reflected on 
how new tequila might be put 
into new bottles.  Thanks, also, to 
all of the folks who stopped by 
throughout he summer to pick 
up litter around the church 
grounds as they were out for a 
socially-distanced stroll. 

We’re hoping for one more Clean
-up in August.  Watch for an 
email and come out to join in the 
fun! 


