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Bell tower News

GOOD “NEWS”
EDITOR’S* NOTE: Easter is always 
unsettling, but especially so this 
year.  It comes when many believers 
have known the Valley of the 
Shadow of Death. They have lived, 
lasted, and survived on too little 
hope for too long feeling hobbled 
instead of pursuing the life that God 
planned for them. 
    Yet Easter shouts that through 
Christ’s sacrifice God did and keeps 
on doing “immeasurably more 
than all we ask or imagine.” (Eph. 
3:20)  Settling for less, expecting or 
accepting less is dangerous. We 
aren’t just called to live;  we are 
agents of redemption so that all of 
Creation can live. 
     Decisions we make allow or 
thwart God’s intention: “For it is 
God who works in you to will and to 
act on behalf of His good pleasure” 
(Phil 2:13) — for His Glory.  We close 
the door on God when we let fear 
and anxiety blind us to the reality 
that God DID raise the dead, IS 
redeeming His Creation, and His 
Kingdom IS COME!  
    This BTN edition highlights ways 
that God has been at work in and 
through His people in the past year.  
Enjoy the Good News—“Jesus IS 
Risen, Indeed!”     *sharlyn stare

March 28  PAlM SuNDAY  
Confusing Times  John 12:9-19  

Sometimes God’s plan can be 
confusing to us, but he will bring 

clarity, not confusion. 

April 1 (7 PM) MAuNDY THuRSDAY 
Who’s the Fool? Mark 14:1-11  

Jesus followers can look foolish to 
society and the world, but Jesus 

always leads us in wisdom.

April 2 (7 PM) GOOD FRIDAY  
Psalms 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24  

God brings life from death, hope out 
of despair, and joy from mourning.  

April 4  EASTER SuNDAY 
Let’s Eat  John 21:1-19  living 

proof: Jesus reconciled all things on 
earth and in heaven to God. Jesus 

brings grace and forgiveness in 
spite of followers’  failure.

HOlY WEEK WORSHIP SERVICES

Jesus 
is  

Risen
Jesus 

is  
Risen

SPRING PREACHING SERIES ON ROMANS
April 11  Romans 16–Team work.  It always takes a team to build God’s church. We need each other.

April 18  Romans 14–Sing the Same Song. To make sense to this world Jesus followers must sing the same song. 
April 25 Romans 15–Hope for Harmony. Unity is difficult, but God gives the power to work it out together.
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SONLIGHT POWER: LIGHT yOuR “HOME TOWN”

By Allen Rainey, Founder of SonLight Power

Twenty years ago Allen Rainey 
went with Tim and Fide Gehner to 
Honduras. The team installed two 
solar power systems in churches 
which the CHPC Honduras Mission 
Team supported. later that year, 
upon learning of the success of 
the trip, the CHPC Global Missions 
Team  encouraged Allen to start his 
own 501(c)(3).  And the rest, they say, 
is history—even in the midst of a 
pandemic.

Sonlight Power (SlP) was born and 
is transforming lives with love and 
solar power. SlP has designed and 
trained hundreds of people to install 
solar energy solutions for communi-
ty venues—schools, medical clinics, 
orphanages, community centers, 
churches, water-pumping stations 
in remote locations around the 
world—bringing clean electricity for 
the first time to thousands who did 
not have it before. The 2020-2021 
world travel limitations opened up 
opportunities in SlP’s home town. 
Equipping vulnerable people with 
sustainable energy solutions, knowl-
edge, and skills gives them indepen-
dence from the debilitating effects 
of energy poverty. SlP engages with 
the communities served to improve 
access to educational opportunities, 

wellness, clean water, econom-
ic development and emergency 
preparedness. God, in turn, gives a 
renewed sense of hope. 

SlP outreach is uniquely designed 
so the people served are not depen-
dent on the ministry but on God 
and each other.  By “equipping the 
saints” (Eph. 4:12) many at CHPC and 
other churches have partnered with 
Sonlight Power and related mis-
sion organizations to deliver solar 
solutions to many more people than 
SlP could reach alone. Teens and 
families have been deeply touched 
by God by serving on international 
installation trips that also include 
Bible teachings and fun events for 
children.  

 

Several years ago, Bengals’ running 
back Gio Barnard approached SlP 
about doing a solar instillation for 
his “home town” in Haiti. The SlP 
leaders remembered that request 
during the pandemic. With overseas 

travel on hold, God made 
it possible for Sonlight 
Power to light up its own 
“home town,” Cincinnati, in 
a new way.

The Reds Community 
Fund’s key donors—P&G, 
the Cincinnati Reds, Cin-
cinnati Children’s Hospital 
Medical Center, and the 
Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical 
Garden— had selected Cin-
cinnati’s Avondale area for 
a Community Makeover.  
Plans included installing 

a net-zero greenhouse at Rockdale 
Academy public school to comple-
ment the creation of a nearby urban 
farm and farmers’ market. However, 
the plan was missing a crucial ingre-
dient—electrical power. 

Sonlight Power Executive Director 
Kevin Sasson explained, “We learned 
about this visionary project. The 
designers didn’t want the Rockdale 
Academy burdened with extra oper-
ating costs. The original plans called 
for the greenhouse to be powered 
by solar energy, but the funding was 
unavailable. We were able to fill that 
gap nicely.”

The Reds Community Fund Execu-
tive Charley Frank calls the green-
house “one of the most exciting 
project components” of the com-
munity makeover.  Allen Rainey and 
Kevin Sasson promise pictures and 
an update on this new SlP venture.  
Part 2 will show how God is using so-
lar power for renewal, health, justice, 
and equity “across the street.” 

trip info, projects, funding
Two Honduras trips are planned in 2021:  
June 12-19 and Oct 23-30 depending 
on funding. For information: www.
sonlightpower.org and www.face-
book.com/SonlightPowerFans.

SonLight Power Exec. Director Kevin Sasson, SLP Founder Allen Rainey, Colleen Sauer 
and Gina Mitchell (SLP volunteers) with Bengals’ Running Back Giovani Bernard. 
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SERvE & CHANGE A LIfE 

TuTORING: A Win-Win 
FOR STuDENTS, PARENTS 
AND THE TuTORS
By Colleen Scheid, Whiz-Kids 
and Treehouse Coordinator

Our best, most smoothly-running 
tutoring program yet was suddenly 
shut down over two months early in 
March 2020 by COVID-19.  We re-
started and were forced to move to 
online tutoring in November.  God 
taught us all a lot in the process. 

We already knew that there is power 
in giving a child even an hour a 
week of focused, one-to-one atten-
tion.  Students get much needed 
help with school work. But, of more 
importance, they learn about the 
love of God and see it fleshed out. 

One of our tutors asked her fifth 
grade student how she could pray 
for her (this is the way we end all 
our sessions). The girl said, “Pray 
that we can come back to tutoring 
soon!” This was so good to hear,  
particularly since she had seemed 
a lot less enthusiastic about com-
ing than most of the other kids!

We discovered a good thing about 
live tutoring being shut down was 
that we have more contact with 
parents because we are tutor-
ing their kids online in their own 
homes.  Parents of our Pleasant Hill 
Academy students feel supported 
by our help and are invited into a 
faith community. 

As Tutoring Coordinator, I’ve de-
livered bags of tutoring materials 
and snacks to the homes of our 
students. This gives me a chance 
to talk to parents. One admirable 
parent homeschooling six adopt-
ed girls often waits on the porch 
in the cold just to talk to an adult! 

Once she said, “Girl, you’re going to 
have to just walk away because I’m 
so glad to see another grown-up I 
can’t stop talking!”

Most of the tutors are from CHPC. 
They have the joy of spending an 
hour a week sharing God’s love with 
a young person and helping them 
succeed in school. 

Cheryl Schaeffner overcame the 
technology barriers of Zoom.com so 
she could keep working with a sec-
ond grader who lives next door to the 
school. She said the girl is one of the 
smartest and most mature children 
she has met. 

Bill Scheid tutors a boy in Winton 
Terrace whose parents are from 
Guatemala. They stay on their com-
puters way over the usual hour to 
play online checkers together. 

Pictured is Kelley Foresman (before 
masks), who tutors the older sister 
of Bill Sheid’s  student. Much of their 
time is spent reading and discussing 
a girls’ devotional book. Kelley, who 
speaks Spanish, has also had oppor-
tunities to visit and pray with her 
WhizKid’s mother online.

This year we’ve had fifteen students. 
Next year we like more if we have tu-
tors. Interested in tutoring? Contact 
me at scheidison@gmail.com or 513-
505-9826. You can change a child’s 
life forever!

MINISTRY SERVICE OPPORTuNITY

The Young Adults Ministry is cur-
rently the biggest it has been in 
years, engaging 13 young adults 
throughout the week, with an 
average of 9 in regular attendance 
at our weekly meetings. God has 
heard our prayers. New young 
adults continue to come to our 
services with a
hunger to be plugged in. 

HOW CAN YOu HElP? Talk to me, 
Samuel Mock. We need warm, 
welcoming greeters for our Young 
Adults’ meetings. Greeters help to 
engage young adults and create 
a warm atmosphere from the 
moment they walk in the door. 
This also helps young adults know 
where to go when they arrive. 

Young Adults meets on Tuesdays 
from 7 to 9 PM in the GREAT Hall 
(learning Center building).  Each 
week greeters are needed from 6:30 
to 7:10 as young adults show up 
early to socialize and build relation-
ships.   
We also periodically need some-
one willing to pick up food for the 
meetings. [CHPC pay for the food. 
This service helps me and other 
leaders to focus on connecting 
with young adults and ensures 
that we are ready and creating 
a gracious environment for our 
young adults. 

CONTACT: Samuel Mock, SMock@
chpc.org or call 513-541-5676 exten-
sion 1130.
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CAMP: A LIfE CHANGER
By SAmuEL moCK, DIRECToR oF CHPC’S NEXT GEN mINISTRIES

In recent years Lifeway ministries of 
Nashville TN has had a major im-
pact on life at CHPC through “The 
Gospel Project” study groups and 
the Women’s ministry video study 
series by Beth moore. Samuel mock 
gives us a glimpse of yet another of 
Lifeway’s extensive ministries—
FuGE camps begun in 1979 and 
expanded in 1995 to include 
mission experiences. 

M-FUGE 
M-FuGE is literally a mission-
oriented spin-off of ‘Centri-
FuGE,’ lifeway’s original 
camping model.  God has 
grown FuGE camps into the 
largest camping network in 
the nation.  CHPC’s youths will 
be going on a five-day mission 
trip June 28-July 2, 2021 on the 
campus of Asbury university 
in Wilmore, Kentucky.  I’m inviting 
you to consider being part of the 
CHPC FuGE Team by sending 
a camper, helping to sponsor a 
camper, praying for a camper, or 
volunteering to help.

We chose M-FuGE at Asbury in 
Wilmore near lexington because 
it is a very beautiful campus. It is 
a Christian school our students 
could one day consider attending. 
It is less than two hours away from 
College Hill —easily accessible for 
the leaders who will accompany 
the campers and for parents, in the 
event of emergencies. 

PERSONAl ENDORSEMENT—life-

“swag bag”). To  sign-up for the trip: 

GO TO: chpc.org/SuMMER or
Text SuMMER to (513-854-1604)

A $60 deposit that is not refundable 
is required. 

•  JOIN THROuGH PRAYER for stu-
dents and their friends to attend 
camp. We currently have space 
for 16 students to go but can add 
more. We encourage students 
to bring friends. This is an op-
portunity for those not current-
ly attending youth ministry to 
check it out.

•  JOIN BY DONATING SCHOl-
ARSHIP FuNDS. We are calling 
on our partners who support the 
Youth Ministry Scholarship Pro-
gram. Begin by praying and con-
sidering what God would have 
you give to help send students 
that may not be able to afford to 

go to the camp. last year the schol-
arship program helped six students 
go to our Fall Retreat and aided in 
sending first-time participants with 
us. We are very appreciative of your 
love and generous donations.  Schol-
arship donations can be made by 
check;  by adding a youth scholar-
ship to your regular giving; or donat-
ing through https://chpc.org/give . 

•  JOIN By DRivinG to/FRoM CAMP. 
This may be a need depending 
on the number who are signing 
up for camp this year.  let’s talk.  
Please contact me,  Samuel Mock,   
SMock@chpc.org or call 513-541-
5676 extension 1130.

way’s camps have been around 
for years helping young people to 
know Christ and Christians to grow 
in their faith. I know.  I was a regular 
attender of mission-FuGE as a stu-
dent.  Camps are planned well and 
organizers take every precaution to 

ensure campers’ health and safety, 
fun and more importantly growth in 
their relationship with Jesus Christ. 

SuCH A DEAl!
FuGE camps are unique in that 
there is not a central camp facility 
where the program is conducted. 
Instead, teams of staffers are based 
at various colleges and retreat cen-
ters across the united States. Stu-
dent-campers are usually housed 
in college dormitories or conven-
tion-style hotel rooms.  Because of 
this decentralized approach, FuGE is 
able to offer affordable camping. 
The trip is $299 per person (with an 
additional $35 if the student wants a 

“For students, a week at camp is exciting, fun, loud, and sometimes even messy. But those 
things don’t bring about life-change on their own. Every moment spent at FuGE is intention-
al. Camp programming is designed to take students out of their normal routine and place 
them into an environment that is focused on life-change through relationship with Christ.”
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EDITOR’S NOTE: As a special Easter gift to readers, the Bell Tower News is excited to provide a first-person 
account by writer Kelly Hibbett. It is an evolving testimony to the Risen Christ’s ability to transform everyday 
people and situations and of the reality of Romans 8:28: “We know that for those who love God all things 
work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.” 

“GOOD FENCES MAKE GOOD NEIGHBORS” 
—Robert Frost

“IS AN EVENT GOOD OR BAD? MOST OF 
THE TIME WE REAllY CAN’T TEll THE 
DIFFERENCE ExCEPT IN HINDSIGHT.” 

—Bob Benson

The year 2020 went out with a bang at my house.  
literally.  At 4:00 AM on December 31, a stolen car 
full of four very young and extremely high teen-
agers clipped a telephone pole, plowed through 
my front yard, crashed through a wooden privacy 
fence, barreled across the back yard and through 
the chain link fence before getting lodged in  a 
muddy hillside. Thank God none of them were 
hurt, but they fled the scene.

When things settled down a bit, 
it dawned on me that I would 
now face repairs that would 
cost thousands of dollars, mon-
ey I didn’t have, and if I filed an 
insurance claim, my premium 
would skyrocket.  I know as 
Christians, we’re not supposed to 
be anxious about anything, but 
I was.  No money.  No tools. No 
mechanical skills.  I didn’t know 
what I was going to do. 

What I wanted more than any-
thing was for the teenagers 
to take responsibility and help 
repair the damage.  I wanted 
them to right a wrong.  I was 
tired of people in this neighbor-
hood committing crimes and 
hurting each other. I was also 
angry about being a victim of those crimes again 
and again.  I wanted these kids to break that cycle, 
learn a life lesson, and grow from it.  

You see, my neighborhood is not Andy Griffith’s 
Mayberry. Crime is rampant; drugs are pervasive. 

Many people without the means to buy property 
rent and live in squalor. It’s a neighborhood where 
some people “live,” but many just “stay,” never 
knowing what it means to have a “home.” 

I longed for the events of that morning to bring 
healing, and so I began to pray. I imagined neigh-
bors coming together Nehemiah-style to help 
rebuild the fences with those teens pitching in.  I 
imagined new relationships growing as we bond-
ed over the work. 

That prayer and vision propelled me to action: 
reaching out for help in finding the families of the 

teens through a neighborhood 
app on Facebook.  Although I 
hadn’t mentioned the race of 
the teens, I soon found out that 
it was obvious to the readers 
because I had mentioned the 
one name I had heard the kids 
call out to each other: Shawntee, 
an African-American-sounding 
name. Not only was it obvious, 
but it also seemed to ignite a 
fuse.

My message yielded a meager 
three responses in support of 
my desire to find and work with 
the families. Many more re-
spondents condemned “these 
criminals.”  People used code 
language to express anger over 
people of color being forced 
out of low-income housing 

downtown and invading and destroying  “our” 
neighborhood.  One respondent offered this 
suggestion: “Trust me on this one. let it go.  Fix 
the damage yourself.  You don’t want these kids 
or their families involved. If you don’t like it put up 
the FOR SAlE sign.  I did.” 
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Part II

“HE ANSWERED, ‘lOVE YOuR NEIGHBOR 
AS YOuRSElF.’ ...BuT HE WANTED TO 

JuSTIFY HIMSElF, SO HE ASKED JESuS, 
‘AND WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR?’ ” —Luke 10:27-29  

I found myself reeling from anger over my feel-
ings of being victimized, resentment towards 
my neighbors for playing the racial blame game 
instead of offering support, and anxiety over my 
helplessness to do much about it.  At that point, 
God placed a special burden on my heart.  I began 
to sense the immensity of the chasm between 
the people like me  who “live” in my neighbor-
hood and those who just “stay” there.

The next Sunday in church, Pastor Drew preached 
about justice and read from Exodus 12:49: “There 
shall be one law for the native and for the strang-
er who sojourns among you.”  One law. God’s law.  
God’s justice and righteousness were for every-
one, native and sojourner alike.  At that moment, I 
was convicted. Even though my heart ached over 
the rift between those who “lived” vs “stayed” in 
my neighborhood, deep down I knew I associated 
the latter ones with violence and crime.  

Yet, when I thought of the “stayers” as sojourners, 
it struck me that there isn’t a single one of us who 
isn’t a sojourner here on this earth. One way or an-
other, we all have an eternal destination.  In fact, 
“God shows his love for us in that while we were 
yet sinners Christ died for us”—Romans 5:8.  That 
sermon got right to the heart of the matter. 

The chasm between the natives and the 
sojourners weighed so heavily upon my heart, I 
knew God was calling me to act and to do what 
I could to help mend my neighborhood.  I gave 
my concerns about repairing my fence damage 
over to God and prayed for him to direct what 
was needed for my 
neighborhood. The 
fence was simple; the 
neighborhood is still 
in progress, but I see 
him clearing the way.

One of my CHPC 
brothers skilled in 
carpentry selflessly 
offered to repair the 
fences himself.  He 
spent many days in 
the freezing cold, 

salvaging wood, setting new posts, rebuilding 
sections of cedar fencing, and even patching the 
chain-link fence.  His kindness and generosity 
overwhelmed me, but truthfully, I felt misera-
ble about causing him hardship. Then his wife 
clarified something: He was using his God-giv-
en talents to help me, freeing me up to use my 
God-given abilities to help my neighbors. “This is 
how we are the body of Christ,” she said.  It was so 
beautiful … and challenging.  I wouldn’t waste this 
blessing.

While my Christian brother was starting to work 
on the fence, the Holy Spirit prompted me to 
post fliers on the doors of the apartments where 
I thought the teens lived, but I was afraid.  I had 
always relied on anonymity for protection in my 
neighborhood, and honestly, I was terrified to go 
into unknown territory.  So, I asked friends to pray 
that God would give me the right words to say 
and that he would open hearts and move people 
to action. God gave me the courage to put my 
name out there, and I found that the words for 
the fliers just seemed to flow. I printed them and 
went out to make some connections.  What I saw 
broke my heart.

Part III

“SOMETIMES GOD lETS YOu BE IN A 
SITuATION THAT ONlY HE CAN FIx SO 

THAT YOu CAN SEE THAT HE IS THE ONE 
WHO FIxES IT.  REST.  HE’S GOT IT.” 

— Tony Evans

I had never walked through that apartment 
complex before, and I was shocked to find it even 
more dirty and dilapidated than I had expected. 
The parking lots were littered with discarded food 
containers, alcohol bottles, hypodermic needles, 
foil cigarello pouches, and more.  I gagged at 
the smell of marijuana smoke seeping out of the 
doors.  At one building, I saw a patio with chil-
dren’s toys on it,  and I couldn’t keep back the 
tears as I thought of a mother forced to raise her 
babies in that environment...the hopelessness 
of it all.   And then I knew my prayer had been 
answered. God had, indeed, opened a heart and 
moved someone to action: Me.

In the time I wasn’t having to spend figuring 
out how to repair the fences, I started a group 
called “We Ain’t Talkin’ Trash”  designed to pray 
for the neighborhood as we walked the streets, 

SPECIAL INSERT - 2
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picking up litter.  The very first day, I was on my 
own and had quite a project to tackle. Just a few 
weeks before, a family who lived in the apartment 
across the street from me had been evicted in the 
middle of the night.  All of their belongings had 
been dumped curbside.  Day after day, the piles 

were rained on and tossed about by the wind, 
animals, and kids passing by.    
What I found in that trash pile was sickening: 
clothes, shoes, toothbrushes, a stuffed animal, 
children’s books, all of it covered with rotten 
food, liquids streaming from broken bottles of 
condiments, detergent, etc. It looked like whoever 
emptied the apartment had taken the people’s 
dinner right off the table and thrown it on top 
of everything else.  I couldn’t imagine what this 
family must have felt.  

After I had filled several contractors’ bags with 
broken items and trash, my hero from church 
arrived to set the posts for the fence. We worked 
several hours in the sleet and snow before 
quitting for the day.  

Just as he left, a car pulled up across the street. 
I thought it might be the family coming back to 
salvage what they could.  When I went over to ask, 
three men got out of the car and told me it wasn’t 
their stuff. They were homeless and looking 
to see if there was anything they could use. In 
retrospect, although they looked scarier than any 
street thugs I had ever seen in the movies, I wasn’t 
at all afraid.  

Part IV

“A CAR Full OF GRuNGY MEN 
WITH TATTOOED HEADS AND 

PRiSon-tAt tEARDRoPS REStoRED My 

FAith in hUMAnity.” —Kelly Hibbett 
The teardrops tattooed under their eyes seemed 
appropriate for the situation in which these men 
found themselves. I could understand those tears. 
As the men started going through the contrac-

tors’ bags, I told them there was 
nothing of value in them and that I 
had just filled them with unusable 
garbage that morning.  Then the 
spokesman of the group said, “M’am, 
we’ll help you clean up the rest while 
we’re looking for things.”  

For three weeks, no one, including 
me, had lifted a finger to clean up, 
but these men who had NOTHING 
were the ones with hearts to help.  I 
watched  them pull out soggy shirts 
and pants covered in spaghetti and 
rotten onions and hold them up to 
see if they would fit.  At one point, 

one of the men found a bottle of perfume and 
asked, “M’am, would you like this?  It smells real 
pretty.”  My heart broke. Ironically, the perfume 
was called “Vivid Dream.” How could this man 
with all of his troubles be thinking of me?  How 
many of us with houses full of riches do the same? 

As dusk fell, two of the men headed back to the 
car while a third looked through the pile one last 
time. That was when God opened up an opportu-
nity to come together in Christ, encourage them 
in their faith, and glorify God. Amazingly, without 
hesitation, I asked him if they were “the praying 
kind of people.” He told me he wasn’t but that 
his brother John was. I went over to the car, and 
asked John and his friend Paul if they wanted to 
pray before they left.  John said he had a Bible 
that he read sometimes.  

Amid the car full of trash and salvaged clothes, 
John, Paul, and I prayed for a good fifteen min-
utes, with the third man hovering nearby.  I told 
them about how God had made us all in his 
image and that I knew that Jesus’ heart had to be 
breaking over the struggles they were facing. We 
prayed for help, a home for them, and a future.  

Afterwards, I told them about City Gospel and the 
services they could provide. I gave them tips for 
how to get in and described some of the hurdles 
they would face but assured them that God loved 
them and could give them new lives just like he 
had done for me.

SPECIAL INSERT - 3
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Conclusion

“ClOTHE YOuRSElVES, All OF YOu, WITH 
HuMIlITY TOWARD ONE ANOTHER, FOR 
‘GOD OPPOSES THE PROuD, BuT GIVES 

GRACE TO THE HuMBlE.’” —1 Peter 5:5 
When I returned to my house and went upstairs 
to wash up, I was mortified to see what a mess I 
was. My work clothes were filthy, covered in mud 
and grunge from the garbage pile. My hair was 
plastered down from a day in the sleet. As I looked 
at my reflection in the mirror, I saw that mascara 
had run down my face, giving me my own version 
of “prison-tat tears.”  I laughed out 
loud at myself.  

What a disguise God had given me!  
Those men must have thought I 
was worse off than they were and 
taken pity on me. “looking a mess” 
offered the men an image of my 
own neediness— a picture of our 
equality before God. Perhaps my 
words were more palatable because 
I seemed to be speaking from 
experience. We were speaking the 
same language.  If I had gone across 
the street in my church-lady clothes, they probably 
wouldn’t have even stopped. If I had known what 
a mess I was, I might not have had the boldness to 
speak to them about their needs. What a glorious 
thing God did for all of us!    
When I told this story to a sister in Christ, she 
shared my joy over how God was moving in 
my life and asked if I would write about it. She 
challenged me to go beyond the story and think 
about how I recognized God’s hand in it all.  
Pondering this, I remembered something that I 
had read many times without truly understanding 
it: “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and 
they follow me”—John 10:27  I had heard his voice.  
I knew that IF I followed him, he would make 
everything fall into place. It was not my way, but a 
much better way— his perfect way. 

later, as I was reading J. Oswald Sanders’ Prayer 
Power unlimited,* I found the following advice 
about determining God’s will.  I realized all of it 
was certainly true in this experience: 
• Go to Scripture.  Ask, “Is what I am asking [or 
doing] sanctioned by the word of God?”  Yes--it 
was the Scriptures in Drew’s sermon that pulled 
me in this direction.

• Rely on the holy Spirit. “He will restrain us 
from offering petitions that are not acceptable.  
Or, on the other hand, He will impart a deepening 
assurance of what is God’s will in the matter.” 
Yes--there was direction all along the way that 
emboldened me.

• Recognize a special burden being placed 
on your heart. “Another way God indicates His 
will is in laying on our hearts a special burden 
for someone or some situation, from which we 
can find relief only in prayer.” Yes--my heart 
was broken for the poverty of heart and lack of 
generosity that I found in my neighborhood.

• Look for affirmation. “If we 
are sure our prayers are moving in 
the direction of God’s will, we can 
expect Him to add confirmation 
by giving indications of the divine 
providence in the circumstances.” 
In True Spirituality, Francis Shaeffer 
proposes a similar idea based on 
missionary Hudson Taylor’s belief 
that “the lord’s work done in the 
lord’s way will never fail to have the 
lord’s provision.”  yes—my fence was 

repaired, and reaching out to the neighborhood 
bore and is still bearing fruit.

Throughout this journey, a whole host of other 
things happened that go far beyond coincidence 
and are clearly from God.  Through it all, I am 
thankful for him for making provision in such 
loving and miraculous ways .

My prayer for God to heal the chasm in my 
neighborhood has only begun to be answered. 
I see that writing down the steps along the way 
and lessons God has taught me is vital— to heal 
my heart and to give me the power and boldness 
to express God’s love to my neighbors, the 
natives and the sojourners. I am praying for other 
neighbors to join me on this exciting journey. In 
the meantime, my fence is like a giant “memorial 
stone” reminding me that “God’s fences make 
good neighbors.”

* Sanders, J. Oswald. Prayer Power 
unlimited. Chicago: Moody Press, 1978.  
Excerpts from pages 52, 53, 58.
__________________________________

kelly hibbett is an educator, a 
chpc member, and a regular bell 
tower news contributor. 
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fAMILy fAITH fORWARD
FRom REv. JENNIFER CRoNK, PASToR To CHILDREN & FAmILIES 

CuT OuT FOR FAMIlY FuN  %SAMuEl MOCK
SMoCK@ChPC.oRG

DIRECTOR OF NExT GENERATION 
AND STREAMING MINISTRIES 

Samuel 
ministers 
to youths 
and 
young 
adults, 
plus is re-
sponsible 
for video 
coverage 
of Sunday 
worship 

services online.  He also ably assists 
with worship service leadership. 

Samuel grew up in Bardstown, KY 
and moved here from lexington, 
KY. He’s currently attending liberty 
university, where he is pursuing his 
Masters of Divinity degree online. 
Great mentors poured into Samuel 
when he was in a youth group, and 
he desires to extend that intentional 
care and attention here at CHPC. He 
loves to help people discover their 
gifts and pursue the call God has 
on their lives. Most recently, Samuel 
was a small-group leader in South-
land Christian Church’s youth minis-
try and helped lead a young singles 
ministry called T.N.D. in lexington. 
His role there was content coordina-
tor, creating Bible lessons and other 
means of education for the groups 
members. 

Samuel loves sports (basketball, 
football, bowling, etc.), being out-
doors, a good movie, and coffee. Fun 
fact: Samuel writes spoken word 
poetry and has a twin brother. His 
favorite food group is queso!

look for two articles by samuel 
in this bell tower news.
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DREAMS AND vISIONS uNLEASHED

FINDING PEACE WITH 
GOD, SElF, AND 
OTHERS IS NEEDED 
NOW MORE THAN EVER. 
Gary Sweeten 
is bringing to-
gether a group 
of respected and 
effective Christian 
teachers to create 
Relational Peace 
university (RPu). 
Together, they 
will guide you into healthier rela-
tionships with God, self, and oth-
ers. Experiencing peace in these 
three vital relational areas can 
transform lives and enable all of 
us to spread the love of God in our 
communities around the world.

The core of Relational Peace uni-
versity is a library of online courses 
designed for individuals or groups, 
such as a small group or a family. 
Each course focuses on a specific 
area of growth. Current and up-

coming classes include Effective 
Communication, Personality, lis-
tening, Healing from Divorce, and 
more.  Additionally, over this first 
year of RPu, Gary Sweeten and 
the Sweeten life Systems team 
will be releasing three courses on 
peace with God, peace with self, 
and peace with others to serve as 
the foundation of learning for the 
entire program.

Becoming a member is FREE and 
will enable you to be a part of a 
thriving community of people 
worldwide focusing on growing in 
their relationships and discovering 
the deep and healing peace found 
in a relationship with God. Online 
learning is at your pace. Info: re-
lationalpeace.org   Video trailer: 
https://vimeo.com/492636267/
b89c2b4983

DA VINCI WRONG?
During Holy Week you’re likely to 
see leonardo’s painting of the last 
Supper, one of the most recognized 
images in the world. unlike this 
more modern version to the right, 
his rendering had a cast of European 
-looking diners. However, a lesser 
known error is that people are seat-
ed around a high table.  Jews in the 
1st Century AD to eat their fancier 
meals, including Passover, at very 
low triclinium tables often placed 
in a u-shape.  Guests reclined on 

their left side and ate with their right 
hand. The host would show a perso-
na’s status by where one was seated. 
[See luke 14:7-11]. The most honored 
sat on the right of the host, less hon-
ored on the left. Where might you 
be seated?

In the legacy of C. S. lewis, the Insti-
tute endeavors to develop disciples 
who can articulate, defend, share, 
and live their faith in Jesus Christ 
in both personal and public life. 
The C. S. Lewis Fellows Program is 
designed to strengthen believers to 
have a deeper relationship with Je-
sus Christ and to be more effective 
for Christ in the marketplace. 

The Fellows Program is an intensive 
one-year regimen that will require 
30 to 40 hours each month and 
includes Bible study, the reading 
of Christian classics (not just C.S. 
lewis), lectures, content processing, 
mentoring, and accountability—all 
in the context of a small group of 
other believers. Fellows require-
ments are designed to be achiev-
able even for busy professionals 
with families. 

Cost: To remove barriers to participa-
tion, there is no tuition.  The applica-
tion period for the Fellows Program 
ends APRIl 15, 2021.

More information? www.cslewisin-
stitute.org/Fellows_Program or 
contact C.S. lewis Fellows from 
CHPC—Tom and 
Beth Dryer, Bill 
Custer, Pam Dollard, 
or Kelly Hibbett.  Rev 
Stephen Eyre is Di-
rector of the Cincin-
nati chapter: ste-
pheneyre@me.com.

The Institute is always seeking 
mature, godly men and women to 
serve as mentors. (Mentor training is 
provided.) 
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WEllNESS TIP 
By SAm HoDGE, LHCS STAFF

How does this paper feel between 
your fingers?  How do your eyes 
feel as they move across the page 
to read this sentence?  Notice the 
breath you are breathing right now. 
Does your chest feel tense or re-
laxed?

If you answered any of those ques-
tions in your mind, you’ve success-
fully participated in a practice called 
mindfulness. Mindfulness is a broad 
term that means increasing your 
awareness of each moment. The 
trick is to focus on what is physically 
happening (I feel the smooth paper), 
rather than focusing on judging or 
attributing value to what you are ex-
periencing (This is good/bad paper!). 
Mindfulness has been empirically 
proven to increase your working 
memory and focus, decrease your 

stress and emotional reactivity, and 
make positive impacts on your rela-
tionships. 

Christians have intentionally prac-
ticed mindfulness for centuries 
through various means like centering 
prayer, Christian meditation, and lec-
tio divina. Jesus himself also exempli-
fied quiet, solitary contemplation. Be-
ing mindful has been a deeply rooted 
Christian practice for increasing our 
awareness of ourselves, Creation, and 
the presence of God in each moment 

of our daily 
lives. 

A great 
example of 
Christian 
mindful-
ness is 
Psalm 46, 
where the 
psalmist 

wrote, “Be still and know that I am 
God....The lORD Almighty is with 
us.”  It is important to remember 
that the psalmist wrote “Be still and 
know that I am God,” not “Be still and 
judge God.” Nor did he write “Be still 
and know all the things about God.” 
The psalmist is quietly beckoning us 
to quiet our minds and recognize, 
observe, and accept God that is with 
us in that particular moment, God 
who is saying, “I am! This is me!”

living Hope is a non-profit counsel-
ing and counselor-training center 
that serves the mental health and 
wellness needs of the Cincinnati area. 
We offer affordable counseling in 
individual, couples, family, and group 
settings. Interested in scheduling a 
counseling session? Call living Hope 
at 513-371-5135 or visit www.livingho-
pecs.com.   watch for next month’s 
wellness tip.

THANkS 

GREATFul HEARTS 
From: Shauna mcdowell, Principal, 
Pleasant Hill Academy

Pleasant Hill thanks you for your 
continued thoughtfulness and 
generosity. The individually delivered 
Valentine treat bags put smiles 
on all of my staff’s faces. The staff 
was so surprised to have received 
them. I heard so many people say, 
"That just made my week," "Wow 
I can't believe we were thought of 
on Valentine's Day!" Pastor Drew, I 
want to let you know how blessed 
Pleasant Hill and I are to be part of 
the College Hill Community.  Thank 
you, CHPC, for sharing God's love 
with the community.

John 15:12  "My command is this; love 
each other as I have loved you."

Many blessings upon each of you.

From: Janet Dumford, CHPC Woven
Ministry, with gratitude and love.

“Thirty-four women sent Valentine’s 
cards to 237 other women who are 
members or regular attenders and 
active during/since 2019, ones who-
have an address on file.  CHPC ladies 
at llanfair and Twin Towers received 
multiple cards each, and we were 
able to expand and cover so many 
more!  With each card, we prayed 
for the recipients that God’s love be 
evident! We trust that the women 
receive the blessings of our cards 
and prayers. Father God, teach us 

to love unselfishly and to find great 
joy in giving. may we each bring out 
the best in each other and may the 
Holy Spirit bring out his best in us. 
Grateful to pray in the name of Jesus. 
Amen.     

Partial answer to prayer: The City 
Gospel Mission’s expansion plans for 
a women’s ministry facility require 
rezoning. The City Planning Com-
mission voted “YES” unanimously. 
Next, the rezoning request goes to 
the Economic Growth and Zoning 
Comm. and then City Council. Pray!
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NEW bOOk RELEASED 

THEY SAY THAT 
EVERYONE HAS A 
BOOK INSIDE WAITING 
TO BE WRITTEN. 
Former CHPC member Bill Bentley 
used his time during the COVID-19 
pandemic to finish a nonfiction 
book he had started a few years 
back. Bentley’s book, Clothed with 
Christ: Wearing an Attractive Faith, 
is written primarily for those of the 
Christian faith. The book uses the 
Bible’s rich metaphorical language 
and imagery of clothing and attire, 
combined with various contempo-
rary allegories, to take readers on a 
journey of personal reflection, guid-
ing them to take intentional steps 
toward spiritual transformation. 
Published by Vide Press, the book 

encourages readers to become 
more purposeful in their faith jour-
neys by assimilating and displaying 
Christ’s attributes in their daily lives. ]
Said one reviewer, “If you’re new to 
Christianity, Clothed With Christ is 
simple enough to understand.  If 
you’ve read Scripture for decades, 
Bentley’s book sheds new light on 
passages while remaining theologi-
cally sound. It’s an enjoyable read.” 

Per the publisher: “Clothed with 
Christ is the perfect guide for spiritu-
al growth no matter what stage you 
are in your faith. Thought-provok-
ing and stimulating, this book will 
challenge, motivate, and propel you 
to transformation in Christ. Bentley 
expertly weaves Christian principles 
with Biblical truth in this encour-
aging and motivational read.”  The 

book is currently available through 
Amazon and Barnes and Noble. 

Bill and his 
wife Susan 
currently 
reside in the 
loveland area 
and attend 

Hope Church. 

Bill regular-
ly writes a 
blog entitled 
Grace Notes: 
Reflections 
on Faith, 
Books, Writ-
ing, and 
Everyday 
Life.

Feb-March 2021
By JANET DumFoRD, CLERK oF SESSIoN 

Session Elder Bill Scheid is facili-
tating Session’s working through 
the Borden Transfor-
mation Prescription. 
Elders are spending 
time with the infor-
mation collected 
during the audits by 
each ministry—how 
each ministry sup-
ports the church’s 
goals in evangelism, discipleship, 
and diversity. Prayerful discernment 
will continue during the next couple 
of months as goals are reviewed. A  

complete report on the Audit pro-
cess will be shared with the congre-
gation in October.

Session also celebrated Elder Rosa 
Brinkman’s completion of the ECO’s 
Certified lay Pastor (ClP1) training 
during 2020. On 2/24/21 Rosa worked 
with Assistant Pas-
tor Jennifer Cronk to 
present a teaching on 
the Sacraments to the 
Session. ECO recogniz-
es the lord’s Supper 
and Baptism as Sacra-
ments. 

For more information, contact 
Rosa Brinkman mad327848@aol.
com  513-541-1434, and Bill Scheid at  
scheidbill@outlook.com.

 

sessIoN  UPDAte

By BILL BENTLEy, wbentley@fuse net 

Deadline for the Bell tower news  
15TH OF EACH MONTH
to starecvg@aol.com

SAVE THE DATE
SAT. APRIl 24TH  7 PM

chpc sanctuary

A Night Of 
Worship & Dance
City Gospel Mission’s Gordon Havens, 

Founder of  Princess Ballet

lifeSpring Christian Church Ballerinas 
and the 

CHPC Ballerinas: Jesus university

 Seating is limited. There 
will be overflow seating plus 

online livestream video.


