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Rev. Dr. Drew Smith—
Proclaiming “God 
is good” brings a 
response of “All 
the time.” We see 
God’s goodness 
in our world and 
in our lives. Jesus 

tells us that none is good but God 
alone. (Luke 18:19) Let’s investigate 
and celebrate God’s goodness 
together. Since the church claims 
to be God’s people, may we become 
a community of God’s goodness 
across the street and around the 
world.  
Jan. 1  God is Good – Psalm 119:68,     
   Genesis 1:31, Luke 18:19, James 1:17.
Jan. 8  A Compassionate Church–  
   Mark 6:34, Luke 4:18,19.
Jan. 15  Grace-Filled – John 8:1-11.
Jan. 22  Put People First – Mark     
   5:21-34.
Jan. 29  To Be Honest – John 14:6,     
   15, 16; I John 1:6; Ephesians 4:25.

LOOK BACK AND FORWARD: 
“ALL THE TIME, GOD IS GOOD”

For thousands of years, pagans and 
believers have taken time in a new 
year to look back at their past, and 
to look forward and plan for the 
year ahead.  January was named for 
Janus, the Roman god of endings 
and beginnings. He pictured with 
two faces: one looking backward, 
the other ahead. 

Christians look both ways, but have 
come to know and trust in the 
grace, love, and provisions of the 
“one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heav-
en and earth, of 
all that is, seen 
and unseen.”
We are the 
beloved of the 
“one Lord, 
Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of 
God, eternally 
begotten of the 
Father, God 
from God, light from light, true 
God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one being with the Father; 
through him all things were made.”
We have been given the indwelling 

SPECIAL INSERT: “My Journey to the Righteous Man Was 
Through the Kil l ing Fields of Cambodia”—A TRUE STORY

Holy Spirit “the Lord, the giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who with the Father 
and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified.” 

Do realize that you read key 
portions of The Nicene Creed? 
Not a bad way to start the new 
year— reviewing our irrevocable 
inheritances and family tree. 

Our plans and resolutions may 
fail. The world and life may seem 
crazy.  But centering-in on God, 

his goodness 
and his Word 
provides hope 
stability, and 
direction. 

“God IS good, 
all the time” is 
not a delusional 
mantra, nor 
the words of 
a cockeyed 
optimists. It is 

a statement of reality. Suffering, 
serving and blessing are certainties  
and so are the reflections of the 
glory of God shining “all the time.”  

BY SHARLYN STARE, BTN EDITOR
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“LIGHT UP COLLEGE HILL” DECEMBER 8TH  
The College Hill Urban Redevelopment Corp and many community groups hosted 
this annual event designed as fun for all ages. The neighbors, kids and adults,  

dogs, baby goats with coats 
and reindeers gathered to 
welcome in the holiday sea-
son.  Small trees were deco-
rated and the giant College 
Hill tree lit.  Restaurants and 
businesses stayed open. 
Dance and musical groups, 
entertained. Kids rode a spe-
cial train. 
Of course, 
Santa 
made the 
evening 
bright.  

CHPC’s 
snow 
globe at 

Hamilton and North Bend offered free photos texted 
to phones. It made the whole neighborhood SMILE!

PRACTICAL TIPS FOR “PEACE ON 
EARTH” AT HOLIDAY GATHERINGS

BY JEANNE SCHNEIDER, DIRECTOR, LIVING HOPE 
COUNSELING SERVICES

Advent2022

“CHPC ADVENT 
KICKOFF” NOV. 27TH 

“Soup’s On for All” 
with salad f ixin’s 
and sweet treats 
was the menu.  

 The craziness began as each 
table group took their own 

             chain and added it to others. The    
      f inished chains created a chaotic line    
  of people and paper. All were amazed 
at the creation. Portions of the chains 
can be viewed throughout the church 
in the decor during Advent and into the 
new year. Each family received an advent 
chain kit to take home and share with 
others.  to God be the glory. 

Cathy Lowe presented her original “Home 
Advent Kit,” and lead in the creation of ad-
vent chains. People at each table wrote a 
name of God on each of the colorful links. 



Pg. 3  1/2023

“Y’ALL COME CHRISTMAS PARTY”  DEC. 18TH 
Billed as  a “Non-Churchy Christmas 
Party” to which you’d feel comfort-
able inviting neighbors and friends 
—a relaxed evening of holiday food, 
fun and fellowship. It was. 

Folks were greeted by carolers and 
instrumentalists as they arrived.

All were treated to a table full of fab-
ulous hors d’oeuvres, finger foods, 
munchies and beverages. Then, the 
menu was  topped off with loads of 
Christmas cookies and treats. 

The rowdy trivia competition 
began.  M.C.s  Sam & Liz 
Mock made 
sure that 
no one fell 
asleep. It was 
a very lively 
trivia game.  
Karaoke 
followed. 
Individuals 
and groups joining in.  Few 

singers were ready for “primetime” 
TV, but some were close.  The 
energic children’s group certainly 
deserved an award for great moves. 

The evening closed with Kevin 
Moser and a choir leading all the 

party guests in singing familiar 
Christmas carols.  Thanks to 
Heather Lethander and all the 
staff for their parts in envisoning 
and hosting this fun party. 

DECK THE HALLS
To: Bob Faul, Mark 
Klusmeier, Dave Freas, 
John Wendt, Avril 
Warren, Sam Stare and 
Heather Lethander,

People don’t always 
think about what goes 
into having Christmas 
decorations at church, 
but they appreciate having them 
there. Christmas Team,  I really 
appreciate all of you who worked 
to get the Christmas decorations 
up and functioning. It really helped 
to have experienced workers who 
know what to do. So, I thank you not 
just decorating Nov. 25th, but for the 
faithful giving to the Body of Christ 
over many years. 
—Barry Stare  (bzuthr@me.com).

A SPECIAL CHRISTMAS GIFT:
 JACOB ZHOU’S

DOCTORAL RECITAL 
On Dec 2nd, the section leader of the CHPC 
Chancel Choir’s baritone section did an 
exciting program of music theater songs at 
U.C.’s Cincinnati Conservatory of Music. This 
was one of major steps toward his doctorate. 
Selections ranged from the 1940’s to today, 
and included classics from Fiddler on the Roof, 
Man of LaMancha, Phantom of the Opera and
even a Chinese opera.    

After the concert he wrote, “My dear church 
family, I just want to thank you all for coming 
to my recital to support me! It was such a big 
group!! I deeply appreciate your love and sup-
port. And I’m so proud of being a part of the CHPC community. CHPC is a 
place that helps me keep growing as a person .

Gratefully, Jacob
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LOOKING FORWARD

CHPC’s 2022-23 budget set aside 
money for adult short-term mission 
trips. If you are thinking and 
praying about such a trip in 2023 
and will need financial help, please 
email missions@chpc.org for an 
application. At least two groups are 
currently open: 
Partners for Hope, Inc., to 
Kinangop, Kenya to work at the 
Hope Community Centre the last 
week of March and first week of 
April.  Contact Erwin Goedicke (ef-
goedicke@gmail.com) 

Scotland Mission — Jennifer 
Cronk (Pastor CHPC Children 
and Families) will lead a trip this 
summer. Plan on attending the 
introductory meeting Sunday, 
January 22, 11:30PM.

Sonlight Power will also have 
trips this year. Go to www.sonlight-
power.org.

BY VERHAGEN & 
STARE

Jesus was 
clear: “Go make 
disciples of all 
nations teaching 
them to observe 
all that I have 
commanded 
you.”  Some of us 
GO, some PRAY 
for Jesus’ work, 
some GIVE, and 
some SEND and 
SUPPORT those 
who go. 

GROW YOUR 
“Great Commission Vision”

ATTEND A MONTHLY 
GLOBAL OUTREACH MEETING

The 3rd Sunday of the month 
11:45 AM in the Fireside Room. 
A light lunch is served at the 

monthly meetings. 

LOOKING BACKWARD  
On Sunday December 18, Lucy 
Wangechi Gacheru,  founder and 
director of the Hope Children’s 
Centre of Kinangop, Kenya, shared 
about the 276 children currently at 
the Centre.  One of the on blessings 
of her ministry is staying in contact 
with the young men and women 
who are alumni of  the Centre and 
gone on to college or trade school.  
Some have come back to invest 
themselves in making the Centre 
continue to be a blessing for others 

More info? Partners for Hope, Inc., 
email Jon Kopke (jonathan.kopke@
cinci.rr.com) or Erwin Goedeke 
(efgoedicke@gmail.com) to request 
occasional email updates.

AMAZING STUFF GOING ON AT CHPC: 
WAYS TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE WORLD!

LOOKING FORWARD

On Sunday January 15,  11:45 AM 
Jacky Kalubi, Janet Osborn, and 
Sharlyn Stare will provide exciting 
details and photos on  

a vision that became a 
dream, which is a reality

“DELIVERING DIGNITY, PERIOD”
Find out how a few women of 
influence can change the future for 
thousands of other women and men.

The CHPC Endowment Fund has 
a rich heritage of enabling God’s 
visions entrusted to people to 
flourish. 

The vision surfaced at luncheon 
after a Global Outreach meeting 
2 years ago.  Each of the women 
involved brought different gifts to 
the process. Grant money from 
the Endowment Fund enabled a 
“feasibility study” to be done. God 
provided a partnership that reached 
from Cincinnati to Richmond, VA, 
to Niarobi, Kenya, to the Congo.  We 
know the vision is possible.  Now the 
challenge is to expand the dream.

save the date
Sunday February 19,  
11:45 AM in Fellowship 
Hall, Dr. Jim Peipon 
and his wife Marianna 
will speak. They have 
served with the Ukraine Medical 
Outreach (UMO) since 2001. Jim 
trained in pediatrics at Cincinnati 
Children’s Hospital.

Learn the history of the relation-
ship between Ukraine and Rus-
sia. Want to better understand 
the current spiritual and political 
struggles and how can you help? 

The presentation is so timely that 
individuals and groups are encour-
aged to invite friends from CHPC 
and beyond to attend. 

A light lunch will be served in Fel-
lowship Hall that day. Interested 
in helping? VerhagenMS@gmail.
com . 
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Deadline for Bell Tower 
News submissions is the 15th 

of each MONTH  to Sam 
Stare starecvg@aol.com.

BE PART OF THE TEAM 
Have something you’d like to write 

about? Have an idea for a future 
feature? Email  starecvg@aol.com .

BY SAMUAL MOCK, DIRECTOR OF 
NEXTGEN & STREAMING MINISTRIES

The Youth Lock-in was so fun: fellow-
ship,  playing video games, eating 
good food, competing for prizes and 
no place we needed to go!

Our first tournament was Mario 
Kart, a racing video game developed 
and published by Nintendo. Players 
compete in go-kart races while using 
various power-up items. The tour-
nament went down to the wire and 
Izayyah Montgomery, a Senior, was 
victorious. All the competitors were 
formidable, but Izayyah held on to 
his perfect winning streak.  

Our second tournament was 
4-Square,  a team sport played by 
two teams with two players each 
on a square court divided into four 
quadrants. Nicholas Dumford won. 
He now attends U.C. and is one of 
the youth ministry leaders. 

Both victors were gracious and 
shared their winnings with others—
family size bags of M&Ms and Sour 
Patch Kids candy. 

We spent much of the rest of the 
night bonding with one another. We 

BY CHRISTY ROEDIGER

This, then, is how you should pray: 
“Our Father in heaven, hallowed be 

your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven.”Matt. 6:9-10 (NIV)

Perhaps you, like me, have a rela-
tionship that just has never really 
been right.  For me, this relationship 
is a family member that I don’t see 
often.  Yet it is burdensome on my 
heart whenever our paths cross.  
I’ve gone through seasons of being 
more focused on praying for that 
person and about that relation-
ship—but lots of time it’s been out of 
sight, out of mind for me.   

My mother went to heaven on 
Thanksgiving morning, so as you 
might imagine there’s been a flurry 
of family communication and activ-
ity.  This challenging relationship is 
again rearing it’s hurtful head and 
it’s been difficult and disappointing 
for me.  So, I’ve asked for support, 
I’ve spent more time praying for 
forgiveness and reconciliation, and 
lots of relinquishing the whole mess 
to God.  

Maybe in this New Year there is an 
opportunity for you to relinquish 
some situation and to trust in the 
prayer that can never fail: Thy Will Be 
Done.

CORNERCORNER

Christ Covenant Church is 
the new name adopted by 

the Evangelical Community 
Church, 2192 Springdale Rd. 

played games like Hide ‘N Seek 
(not your father’s version) and 
danced while we listened to 
music during our “silent rave.”  
A Silent Rave (pictured below) is 
always a good time. It is a party 
using headphones that access 
three channels and light up ac-
cording to the channel people 

are listening to. 

In the morning we ate breakfast and 
watched the classic movie  Sandlot 
which turned out to be a hit! 

I am especial thankful to our leaders: 
Elizabeth Mock, Luke Verhagen, 
Jennie Key, Nicholas Dumford, and 
Molly Brown Verhagen (who helped 
us make breakfast). 

Thank to all who prayed for us.
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“When the angels have become stilled, the star is gone, 
the kings are back home, the shepherds have returned 
to their flocks, then, the work of Christmas begins: find 
the lost, heal the broken, feed  the hungry, free the 
prisoner, rebuild the nations, bring peace, make music 
in the heart.”  —Howard Thurman (paraphrased)

ALPHA creates a space for honest conversations 
about life, faith, meaning, and some of life’s biggest 
questions. It is designed to provide guests an oppor-
tunity to connect with one another while providing 
the opportunity to share thoughts, ideas, and opin-
ions in a safe and caring environment. Alpha helps 
bring people together while providing the chance to 
encounter Jesus.  

Please share these needs and prayer requests with 
your small groups and others: 

MORE MINISTRY PARTNERS ARE NEEDED TO 
HELP ALPHA HAPPEN.  Consider serving and 
inviting someone to join you and attend.  This is a 
place for discipleship at CHPC. If you’re wanting to 
share Jesus with someone— a friend, colleague, 
etc.— we want make it easy for you.  Alpha will do 
the “heavy lifting” with you. 

START PRAYING NOW! We hope to have 8-12 guests 
(or more if God so desires).
The team consists of:
Host/Helper: Jinda Bowerman/?
Host/Helper:_________________(IS THIS YOU?)
Hospitality: Cathy Smith
Music: Cedric Lowe
Communications:  Janet Dumford. 

Food: We’ll be asking different groups to choose 
a week to provide the brunch starting Sat., Jan 14, 
2023! 10:15 AM-12 Noon at CHPC. Brunch will be 
served each week in the Parlor.  

*The full schedule is Saturdays, Jan. 14-April 1, 

Individuals and Small Groups:
COME. HELP.  IT’S THE PERFECT PLACE 
TO REFLECT THE GOODNESS OF GOD. 

Are you a techie?  We would like to offer this Alpha 
as a hybrid —both in-person and zoom— so we may 
need a zoom administrator also.

In Alpha, we are reliant on the Holy Spirit.  Alpha 
doesn’t change lives; it is the Holy Spirit working 
through people and experiences who changes lives. 
We must simply be open to him. We do Alpha in 
partnership with the Spirit. We are involved in God’s 
amazing work which is why it is so important for us 
to do everything we can to the best of our ability and 
trust God for him to act. 

Prayer is essential!
What about gathering two or three others who 
would be willing to pray for Alpha?  You don’t even 
have to leave home (although you’ll miss all the fun 
if you stay home). Creating a welcoming and fun 
atmosphere for our guests will enable them to relax 
and enjoy themselves, build relationships, engage in 
the discussion and keep coming back each week.
We truly appreciate your prayers! 

Contact me: Janet Dumford, alpha@chpc.org.

The College 
Hill Misterium, 
a collection of 
area pastors 
and chaplains, 
invites all to 
the annual 
MLK Jr Service 
at Consolation 
Baptist Church 
on Sunday, 

January 15. The church is two blocks from CHPC on the 
corner of Marlowe and Salvia.  
sing at the service: Bishop Todd O’Neal, House of 
Joy, invites singers to participate in the College Hill 
Mass Choir—one rehearsal on Saturday, Jan 14, 2pm at 
Consolation Baptist.  email: onealmusic@aol.com .

MLK Jr. 
DAY 

Service
January 15

5 PM

RETURNS

SAT, JA
N 14

 * 

10:15
 AM - 1

2 Noon at C
HPC fo

r B
runch


