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Bell tower News

(continued on page 5)

new year, new me
by Rev. DR. DRew Smith

     “Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creation. The 
old has passed away; behold, the 
new has come.” 2 Corinthians 5:17

In January 2022,  we’ll explore 
how Jesus makes aLL things 
new – even you and me!  “new 
year, new me” begins January 2. 
extending until the end February. 

The beginning of each year usu-
ally tempts us with resolutions to 
re-make ourselves in some way.  
we want to renew relationships, 
reform our bodies, rectify mistakes, 
and renounce bad habits. Usual-
ly, the resolutions fade away into 
silence by mid-January’s mLK Day  
or Valentine’s Day at the latest.  

Try SOmeTHInG new. Join with 
us this winter as we resolve nOT 
to change ourselves but to seek 
God’s changing of us according 
to HIS life-giving wisdom. 
Jan. 2 – “new year, new Purpose”   
Jan. 9 – “new year, new energy”
Jan. 16 – “new year, 
  new relationships”
Jan. 23 – “new year, new Peace”
Jan. 30 – “new year, new Body”
Trust God to provide the power 
and direction for your new yOU. 

andrea mantegna, Adoration of the magi, c. 1495-1505

WISE 
MEN 
STILL 
SEEK 
HIM

Throughout history artists have illustrated the unique visit of Gentile star-
watchers who traversed the middle east to worship an unknown Jewish child.  
Biblical scholars and theologians. too, have wondered why these beloved 
wise men came and brought gifts of frankincense, gold,and myrrh for Jesus, 
as recorded in the Gospel of matthew.  On “Three Kings Day,” January 6, such 
questions are asked again by children and adults throughout the world. 

College Hill Presbyterian Church – January 2022
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new year, new me
my STOry

by JoAn muRRell, ChPC membeR

GOD’S FaITHFULneSS 
THrOUGHOUT LIFe

The Bell Tower news seldom prints 
first person accounts like this one. 
however,  this testimony fits well 
with the new preaching series: “new 
year, new me.”  every year, every 
season of life provides opportunities 
to be re-newed in the power of Jesus 
Christ and to grow deeper in our 
personal relationship with him.      

my family attended Immanuel Pres-
byterian Church in mcKeesport, Pa. 
I was baptized as an infant.  when I 
was a little girl, Jesus was always by 
my side, but I was too little to realize 
this. 

as a rebellious teen, the Lord walked 
with me and protected me, but I 
didn’t care. I would sometimes get 
into trouble and God would show 
up, protect me, and keep me safe. I 
thought it was just “good luck.” 

Jesus knew 
better. I grad-
uated from 
high school 

and got my first job as a speed 
typist. One day, a good friend 
of mine “disappeared.” I had no 
contact with her for a couple 
of weeks. when she showed 
up, she was so excited about 

having found a great Bible study 
that she invited me to. That first 
week, my brain was programmed 
without me ever realizing it. “The 
way” taught that parents and 
churches are satanic. a week later, I 
moved out of my parents’ home and 
moved in with a number of people 
from “The way, International.” I left 
my church, too. even during my 
five years in “The way,” God in His 
mighty power still didn’t let any-
thing harm me. 

In my fifth year of being in this cult, 
I suddenly got this brilliant idea of 
going over to my old church and 
seeing my friend and pastor to con-
vert him to “The way.”  I showed him 
my books including Jesus Christ is 
not God. years later, my pastor told 
me that he got goosebumps when 
he heard the title. meanwhile, the 
cult members stationed themselves 
at the church doors to grab me as 
I was leaving. However, the pastor 
and assistant pastor were able to 

take me out  a small door and drive 
me to the pastor’s house to hide me. 

The assistant pastor had met CHPC’s 
minister of Discipleship, Dr. Gary 
Sweeten, at a conference and knew 
of his ministry.  I moved 300 miles 
away to Cincinnati.  I was  so scared 
about being “deprogrammed,” but I 
met many people who ministered to 
me with love and kindness.  Had my 
pastor in mcKeesport, Pa not sent 
me to Cincinnati, who knows where 
in the world I would be?  It took over 
two years of counseling, of learning 
Christian disciplines like prayer and 
searching Scripture, and of trusting 
that God would renew my mind. He 
did. He stepped in over and over. 

In those days, CHPC was a large 
church —too big for me to feel 
comfortable. I changed to a smaller 
church. I was vulnerable and end-
ed up being raped by one of that 
church’s pastors. a pregnancy result-
ed. In my eighth month of pregnan-
cy, I believed that God spoke to me 
and asked me to give up the baby. I 
was upset and angry. God tenderly 
said, “I gave my son for you, would 
you give up your child for me?” It 
was the hardest thing I have even 
done. after the birth of my daughter, 
I carried her out of Christ Hospital 
and entrusted her to a couple who 
would take her to her new parents. 
I kissed her on her cheek and said, 
“Goodbye.”

Three years later, I moved back to 
Pennsylvania. There I met the love of 
my life, Fletcher murrell . as soon as 
we met, something told both of us 
we were meant for each other. eight 
months later, Gary Sweeten and 
his associate, alice Petersen, drove 
to mcKeesport to marry us in my 
beautiful old church. I knew that God 
must surely love me. 

Fast forward to the time when my 
husband and I returned to Cincin-

(continued on the next page)
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nati. Fletch was having medical 
problems. The last ten years of our 
marriage, he was in and out of the 
hospital, sometimes weekly, some-
times daily.  I feared the sound of 
the life squad coming down our 
street. we kept asking, “why is this 
happening to us?” we didn’t get an 
answer, but God was with us. There 
were many rough times and many 
miracles in Fletcher’s life and mine. 
I never knew God would actually 
bless my life like this. 

On august 29, 2011, Fletch fell 
backwards on our stairs and went 
to Heaven within minutes. I was 
never angry with God.  I blamed 
myself. when he passed away, he 
took three-fourths of my heart with 
him. God was faithful. He brought 
me through those terrible days 
and the years that followed. many 
people have helped to show God’s 
love for me —financially, praying 
for me, and just being there to love 
and support me. 

Looking back, I realized that Jesus 
walked with me from childhood, 
through my teen years, to my 
marriage and today. I believe in 
miracles, because I’ve experienced 
them. God used them to form my 
life. I talk to my Lord Jesus from 
the time I get up to when I go to 
bed.  God has become so close to 
me—something I wanted all my 
life. I was taken down to the low-
est point of my life, but through 
this I now finally have a wonderful 
relationship with my Savior. I am 
blessed to call Jesus mine!

“we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. . . .we rejoice 

in our sufferings, knowing that 
suffering produces endurance, 

and endurance produces 
character, and character 

produces hope, and hope does 
not disappoint us.”   

romans 5:1, 3-4
  

How often have you set the goal for 
a new year and then by January 15 
you feel defeated because you have 
already “failed.”  what is it about a 
new year that makes us want to do 
or be something different?  Sure, 
it is very common to reflect on the 
past year and ponder ways that 
may bring desired change.  yet, it is 
often the execution of the change 
that can cause feelings of defeat or 
failure.  

Below are some principles from a 
type of counseling, acceptance and 
Commitment Therapy (aCT), that 
may provide a slightly different way 
to ponder change in the new year or 
anytime. Here are the principles aCT 
suggests: 

1. Consider the values that guide      
your life, that bring meaning, 
purpose, and fulfillment, and then 
determine how to live those out 
through ACtion.  
2. Be aware of the thoughts you 
have that can easily be fused into 
the stories we tell ourselves. How 
often those stories keep us in the 
past or future rather than the 
present!  

So, how do we go about using these 
principles to guide change? I will 
use a common example of a resolu-
tion to lose weight.  within aCT, we 
consider what is the value guiding 
the idea about “weight .”  Is it a val-
ue about health? Perhaps, the value 
might be rooted in relationships or 
one’s faith?  If the value is health, 
think about what it means to be 
healthy, the ways you will turn it into 
action, and how your relationship 

with God will be affected. 

Begin small. Focus on the thing you 
value, like health (not on the read-
ings on the weight scale).  acknowl-
edge the thoughts and feelings that 
arise within you.  Some thoughts 
may be discouraging—they might 
remind you that you haven’t been 
successful in the past.  Other 
thoughts may remind you that with 
better health you may be able to 
participate in activities you enjoy.  
Ultimately, think of those thoughts 
and feelings as passengers on a 
bus. yOU are the driver who gets to 
determine the action yOU will take, 
based on yOUr  values.

I hope the aCT 
principles may 
be of help as a 
new year begins.  
remember, if 
you find yourself 
or someone you 
know struggling 
with life’s chal-

lenges, Living Hope Counseling 
Services provides individual, couple, 
and family counseling.  Contact us 
at 513-371-5135 or livinghopecs.com.

all contribu-
tions to Living 
Hope are tax 
deductible and 
help us to main-
tain affordable 
rates and to 
be a training 
center for grad-
uate students. 
we appreciate 
your prayers for 
those seeking 
help —that they will experience God’s 
love and grace on their healing journeys.

new year, new me 
aVOID THe PITFaLLS  
OF new year’S 
reSOLUTIOnS
by JeAnne SChneiDeR, DiReCtoR 
of livinG hoPe CounSelinG
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Church traditions have numbered 
and named the magi, but mat-
thew is silent about them and their 
origins.  It is clear that their passion 
was to find “the king of the Jews” 
despite any obstacle. magi are typ-
ically included in “nativity scenes” 
with the shepherds. However, since 
they followed the star that arose at 
Jesus birth, most likely they arrived 
many months later. 

the biblical accounts in luke 
and matthew reinforce the 
separation of the birth and arrival 
of the magi bringing gifts. Luke 
2:1-20 focuses on the incarnation 
of Jesus — the Son of God born 
ignominious in flesh as a Jew— 
the Son of man who came to 
save a hostile Creation from Sin. 
Heavenly angels descended upon 
people of no means or status —the 
shepherds—who rushed to see the 
new-born babe lying in an animal 
feed-trough.  Overcome with awe, 
they glorified and praised God for 
the privilege of seeing the child of 
whom the angels sang. 

By contrast, matthew’s birth narra-
tive puts the spotlight on foreign, 
non-Jewish scholars, the magi, who 
declared, “we saw his star when 
it rose and have come to worship 
him.” They stopped in the royal city 
of Jerusalem to find the “king of 
the Jews.” redirected to Bethlehem, 
they rejoiced when the star finally 
stopped over where the child was.  
They worshiped him, and then gave 
gifts.

Today, after experiencing the adver-
tising-driven event called “Christ-
mas,” it may be difficult to imagine 
Christmastide in which the  miracle 
of Christ’s birth is separated from 
the act of giving of gifts.  many 

Christians 
within the 
roman and 
Orthodox 
traditions, 
especially 
in europe, 
Spain, and 
Latin amer-
ica do just 
that. Here’s 
how: 
on jan 6th, 
“three kings day,”  family groups 
read matthew 2:11: “On coming 
to the house, they saw the child 
with his mother mary, and they 
bowed down and worshiped him. 
Then they opened their treasures 
and presented him with gifts of 
gold, frankincense and myrrh.” a 
person (often a child) is asked, “why 
these gifts?” and replies,”They are 
perfect for Jesus— gold, for a king; 
frankincense, the perfume a priest 
burns in worship; and myrrh, the 
oil used at death. (Jesus was born 
to die.) Then, the group exchanges 
personal gifts in honor of those 
brought by the magi.

the rest of the story:  The visit of 
the foreigners and their entourage 
from the east set off a chain 
of events, including Jesus’ first 
rejection by his own people (john 
1:11). alerted by the magi’s quest, 
Herod the King ordered the killing 
of all boys under the age of two 
in Bethlehem. Forewarned by an 
angel of God, Joseph took mary and 
Jesus and fled to egypt. 

That exodus was the first of many 
journeys that would lead Jesus to 
the Cross, the resurrection, and his 
ascension to God the Father. Jesus 
Christ rose in royal splendor, the 
King of all kings, our great High 
Priest,  Son of God and Son of man. 
The magi foretold all this by their 
gifts to the tiny Jewish boy they 
journeyed so far to worship. 

WISE MEN
by ShARlyn StARe, btn eDitoR

new year, new yOU
IN CHRIST YOU ARE A NEW CREATION. 

DISCOVER THE REAL YOU NOW.

Over forty years ago, emI began 
with thirty volunteers at CHPC and 
a vision for equipping God’s people 
for ministry.  emI discovered a set of 
radically refreshing, biblically-based 
relationship-building skills that can 
transform all areas of your life—
home, business and ministry.

2022 Events (9 am to 5:30 pm)

JAN 15— Listening for Heaven’s Sake:   
Learn practical essential skills every 
Christ-follower needs to be truly ef-
fective in everyday life and ministries. 

FEB 19— Speaking the Truth in Love: 
Learn proven skills for moving be-
yond surface interactions to address 
deeper issues and core life prob-
lems.

MARCH 19 Renewing Your Mind: 
Learn powerful tools to break out 
of habitual mental, emotional, and 
behavior patterns that rob you of joy 
and spiritual impact. 

APRIL 23 Listening for Heaven’s Sake: 
APRIL 22-29 International School of 
Service (SOS) is a 5-day training and 
coaching experience that includes many 
emI courses and international guest. 
MAY 20-21 Refresh Your Marriage: 
Bring a new level of love and respect 
to your marriage with practical 
communication skills.

JUNE —Dream Journey Retreat: 
Date/location to be determined.  

For questions or information, 
contact: Christine wavle at 

cwavle@equippingministries.org 
or 513-742-1100

COST: Love offering only except for 
the June Dream Journey.

REGISTER online at www.
equippingministries.org/events
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Team aTTenDS eCO’’S 
annUaL GaTHerInG 
January 31 to February 3, 2022

a team of CHPC leaders will travel to 
Highland Park Presbyterian Church 
in Dallas TX to attend the annual 
three-day national Gathering for 
equipping, relationship-building, 
and inspiration. Day four is a Synod 
meeting to vote on eCO business 
that affects the denomination.  

The 2022 event’s theme OVerFLOw 
is from romans 15:13 “may the God 
of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace as you trust in Him so that 
you may overflow with hope by the 
power of the Holy Spirit.” The verse 
is a timely reminder that no matter 
the circumstance, God is the God of 
overflowing hope.

Some team members are presenters 
or commissioners to the Synod: 
Pastors Drew Smith,  Jennifer Cronk, 
and Darryll Davis; and Session elders 
rosa Brinkman, Catherine Sanders, 
Janet Dumford, and David Snyder. 
Others attending are Sharlyn and 
Barry Stare, Christy roediger, mary 
Sue Verhagen, and Cathy Smith.

The Gathering bring together lead-
ers from presbyteries across the 
nation and from around the world to 
learn from one another. rev. Jennifer 
Cronk will be sharing about Children’s 
ministry. Several from CHPC will tes-
tify at a “breakout session” by Troy 
Jackson, the co-founder with Chuck 
mingo, of living undivided. The 
six-week multi-racial experiential 
journey in pursuit of racial solidar-

ity and justice. 
CHPC Staff and 
new church 
officers have 
experienced this 
training for the 
past four years.

Mary Sue Verhagen  is eager to 
attend the Gathering because of 
her passion for world mission. She 
said, “I look forward to learning 
more about how 
eCO encourag-
es cross-cultural 
outreach among 
its churches. I will 
follow the Global 
engagement track 
of meetings, along 
with the Undivid-
ed presentation. The CHPC mission 
Team has benefited in the past 
from many eCO resources.  a recent 
Zoom meeting in which eCO mis-
sion leaders shared their best new 
ministries begun during COVID-19 
inspired me to learn more.”

Elder Rosa 
Brinkman was 
a member of the 
2020 CHPC Team 
shares her ex-
citement, saying, 
“I look forward 
to gaining more 
insight from the 

breakout groups  I will attend: living 
undivided, Racial Reconciliation, 
and how to be a Synod Commis-
sioner. The main gatherings are 
where hundreds of people from 
across the country come togeth-
er with a clear focus to praise and 
worship God. Having a spiritual 
connection as one body of believers 
in Christ is exciting!” 

rosa noted, “In 2020, God drew me 
into having a deeper, more sincere 
understanding of walking with God. 
flourishing in Christ is important 

to me. I have to keep growing! So, I 
committed to take eCO’s Certified 
Lay Pastor #1 training online with a 
wonderful group of people. we met 
regularly and engaged in a rigorous 
study which took a year to complete. 
It was very challenging. when we 
finished the course, we promised 
to meet up face-to-face at the 2022 
national Gathering.” 

Christy Roediger says she has 
been out of the 
leadership loop for 
the last couple of 
years while she was 
living in arizona. 
She wants to get 
up to speed with 
how believers make 
decisions as a body. 
She’s also interested in understand-
ing what resources are available 
through the eCO and the direction 
that the denomination is heading. 
The icing on the cake will be meet-
ing other believers and worshiping 
together.” Christy is very much 
looking forward to being part of the 
CHPC Team and being encouraged 
with others!

Elder Cather-
ine Sanders,  the 
church’s Connec-
tions Coordinator, 
will be attending 
the national Gath-
ering for the first 
time. Catherine is 
looking forward to what she can 
learn at the Gathering and apply-
ing these things at CHPC to help us 
continue to grow in Christ. She is 
also curious about what it means to 
be a commissioner elected to vote 
at the Synod meeting. 

PRAY for the eco gathering 
and the chpc team.  In 2013, CHPC 
joined the eCO, The Covenant Order 
of evangelical Presbyterians. 
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sessIoN  UPDAte

Deadline for bell tower 
news  submissions is the 15th 

of each mOnTH to Sam Stare 
starecvg@aol.com

also, send ideas for features.

by JAnet DumfoRD, Clerk of Session

by ChRiSty RoeDiGeR

“i have not stopped giving thanks 
for you, remembering you in my 

prayers.”  ephesians 1:8 (nIV)

I have a friend who lives in another 
state.  She left Christianity to join 
an eastern religion.  It has felt like a 
barrier to deep friendship, and I’ve 
prayed that she would come home 
to Jesus.  It wasn’t something that 
she liked talking about, and this situ-
ation weighed on my heart.  

my friend loves books and is a 
voracious reader, so I started pray-
ing that God would speak to her 
through the Bible and call her to 
himself through his written word       
(the Bible).  For months I prayed and 
only shared my prayer project with a 
few prayer friends.  Several months 
after I started praying, my friend told 
me that she had begun reading the 
Bible every morning, and has been 
seeking God through His written 
word.  

now, sometimes we talk about the 
Bible together and I see that she’s 
become a “Seeker.”  Seeing how God 
answered my prayer in her life has 
been such an encouragement. God 
loves our prayer, and by his Spirit 
moves when we pray.  Take heart 
and keep praying!

CORNERCORNERDuring the 
november Session 

meeting, our church was visited 
by a representative of the Great 
Lakes Presbytery, Lisa yoder. She 
is from the ministry Partnership 
Team (mPT) that seeks to know and 
build relationships with each of the 
Presbytery’s congregations. The 
reps. stays in touch with the head 
pastor of a church during the year 
and then once a year meets with 
the pastor and the Session, typically 
during a Session meeting. The 
representative is our Presbytery’s 
contact for any issues that may arise 
in the congregation about which 
the Session might want to seek 
guidance. 

Lisa asked some typical questions 
about our eCO pastors participating 
in pastoral support groups and stay-
ing current on eCO requirements. 

She also asked elders to share what 
they see as CHPC’s successes and 
challenges. The Session elders were 
excited about: the local outreach to 
the College Hill community (seeds 
being planted and “getting the 
name of Jesus out there”); working 
through “The Prescription,” which 
has helped us track our goals; how 
the Lord is working in the congre-
gation; the participation in Growth 
Groups and reconnecting/connect-
ing with others; having encouraging 
and challenging preaching (this is a 
“word-teaching” church). Our visit 
with Lisa was very affirming,and 
Session celebrated God for his work 
in our midst. 

at the eCO Gathering in February 
there will be more chances to 
connect with other members of the 
Presbytery and to celebrate God’s 
faithfulness to the whole Great 

FrIenDS OF 
PLeaSanT HILL 
ACAdEMY (PHA) 
Pleasant Hill academy (PHa) 
is located next to the College 
Hill Library at 1350 w. north 
Bend road. Its motto is “Pre-
paring Students for Life.” Teaching is 
a challenging field under normal cir-
cumstances, but the pandemic has 
put teachers “on the front lines.” 

Gone are the days of active Par-
ent-Teacher Organizations.  So, the 
“Friends of PHa”  was founded to 
mobilize community support for the 
school staff, students, and families of 
students and help all to succeed.
The group works with the school to 

meet needs. The teacher apprecia-
tion event for December was Christ-
mas bags containing a small gift, a 
hand-written thank-you note, and 
an invitation to the CHPC Christmas 
concert, Share the Joy. 

Have small blocks of time? To 
learn more about this fun opportu-
nity for men and women of all ages, 
contact Janet Dumford at jdum-
ford@chpc.org
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I rISe
by CheRyl SChAeffneR, membeR  

her text was inspired by maya Angelou’s 
poem, “Still i Rise.” the title and lead 
words “i RiSe” are shaped as an iris —the 
colored part of an eye which controls the 
light that enters and the images seen.  

COmmUnITy CeLeBraTIOn
marTIn LUTHer KInG, Jr. Day
SUNDAY, JANUARY 16, 2022

(4 Pm reception, 5 Pm service)

WHERE: College Hill 
Presbyterian Church 

5742 Hamilton ave. 45224

WHAT: music, food, 
celebration, and community

WHO: Participants from episcopal, 
Baptist, roman Catholic, Pentecos-
tal, Charismatic, and Presbyterian 
churches in College Hill and the 

surrounding neighborhoods.

SCHEDULED SPEAkERS: 
rev. Damon Lynch III, new Prospect 
Baptist;  and rev. eugene ellington, 

Consolation Baptist. 

Musical presentations by Grace 
episcopal Jazz Band, College Hill 
Presbyterian worship Band, and 

House of Joy Gospel Singers.

by Seth wAlSh
exeC. DiReCtoR, 
ChuRC. 

On December 7, we hosted the 
Second annual Light up College 
Hill. It was truly our first chance at 
bringing to life Patrick’s Park and 
kicking off the holiday season in 
College Hill. It was a bigger success 
than we could have imagined. Over 
1,000 adults and children attend-
ed in 20 degree weather, and an 
estimated 500 joined us for the 
live tree lightning at 8 Pm. It was a 
night for the ages. The avenue was 
packed with pedestrians walking 
north and south, taking in the lights, 
participating in the various business 
events and enjoying the revitalizing 

business district. Check out what 
you missed: https://chcurc.com/ligh-
tupcollegehill/ .  For me, that night 
was the embodiment of the hard 
work that we, as a community, have 
done the past 20 years. Our goal to 
create a walkable, revitalized busi-
ness district came to life that night.
Thank you all for helping us make 
that night a reality through your 
years of hard work, financial com-
mitment, and advocacy. as we roll 
into 2022, I couldn’t be more excited 
about what lies ahead for us. nine 
new businesses are poised to open 
onto our business district. HanoBe 

(north Bend/Hamilton) is racing to-
wards welcoming new residents to
College Hill. The business district 
will get another face lift through the 
Facade and Outdoor Improvement 
Programs. If 2021 was our best year 
yet as a community, 2022 is already 
positioned to top it. each of you 
have played a critical part in mak-
ing the College Hill business dis-
trict what it is today. Thank you for 
making it a place that can become 
a magical winter wonderland one 
evening and the home to countless 
new memories for community in 
the years and decades to come.

THanKS 
FOr 

LIGHTInG 
UP

COLLeGe
HILL

photo by michael chewing; used with permission

I rise above my body’s lag
   to reach for the stars
   in this winter of life.
I rise above your perceptions of me,
  as woman, quiet and sweet,
  following the rules
  of when not to speak.
I rise above your dismissal
  of my words, ideas spoken,
  when so easily accepted from men.
I rise above 
  my own doubting thoughts
  to trust the wisdom I’ve been given.
I will speak until I’m heard.
I will rise above 
  the terrible white innocence 
  in which I was raised,
  cocooned away 
  from entrenched injustice
  and my black friends’ suffering
  from a system laid down long ago.
I rise with eyes no longer shuttered,    
seeing for the first time
  what has always been,
  the gulf between us.
I will speak.


