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The fall sermon series (Sept. 4 - Oct. 30) 
reveals Jesus, the Servant-Messiah.  

Oct.  —MARK 6:1-13 – Remarkable 
Faith.  Jesus faces resistance but 
does not stop. He sends followers 
out to share his message with the 
authority and power of heaven. May 
God deepen our trust in Jesus as
we see him through Mark’s eyes. 
Oct. 16—7:1-23 – Remarkable Depth.
Jesus challenges us to release our 
traditions and purify our desires by 
the standards of God’s Kingdom. 
He desires everyone to follow his 
life-giving commands. We think we 
know what will bring joy and peace, 
but we don’t.  Jesus lovingly teaches 
us the way to live life to the full—to 
live the life for which God created us. 

Oct.  23—8:27-38 – Remarkable Ask.
Jesus longs to be Lord of all life. He 
knows what is best in every instance.  
Trust him to lead life...and be grateful. 
Oct.  30—10: 32-45 – Remarkable 
Giver. In loving obedience to God, his 
Father, Jesus gave his all for us all. As 
his followers, would he expect less 
from us?(continued on page 4)

I try hard not to play favorites in kids’ 
ministry, but when I hear someone 
say Whiz Kids,  a few little faces 
come right to mind.  One is the face 
of a little boy with a wide smile. He 
has an ardent love of soccer and a 
most affectionate heart. 

When he started with one of our 
tutors, his English was limited. He 
couldn’t say the names of letters, 
or write them, let alone put those 
letters together into words. He was 
timid, tearful, and experienced bursts 
of anger. 

Three years later, he comes through 
the door, confident and happy. 
He’s calm, he can read, and he 

can explain what he needs. He’s a 
different kid.

True, all kids change in three years; 
most learn to read. True, his school 
teachers can take a lot more credit 
than a weekly tutoring ministry. But 
when you work with young people 
year after year,  you start to get a feel 
for the children who just won’t be 
okay without extra help. 

This boy is still way below grade lev-
el, but the relationships with his tu-
tors have given him hope and confi-
dence.  He looks forward to coming 
to our church for after-school tutor-
ing. Best of all, he’s spiritually curi-
ous.  He likes to talk about the Bible 

stories he hears from 
us.

Another face that 
comes to mind is of 
a beautiful little girl 
who was consistently 
acting out in school 
and fighting with 
other kids. One day 
in a time out during 
Whiz Kids, she broke 
down .  .  .      

by colleen scheid, WhiZ Kid co-oRdinatoR

jesus—matt. 19:14, mark 10:14, and luke 18:16

“LET THE LITTLE CHILdrEn COME TO ME.”
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dAnCE FOr JOY!!
InVESTInG In CHILdrEn PAYS BIG dIVIdEndS

The CHPC Ballet Troupe, also known 
as “Jesus University,” received 
its first grant—$1000 from The 
Greater Cincinnati Foundation’s 
“Summertime Kids” fund.  
the money was for full or partial 
scholarships for at-risk, underserved 
girls (ages 4-17) to discover the 
holistic benefits of ballet and learn 
to “dance for Joy!”

In 2013, Helen and Joe Brooks 
were very concerned about the 
personal development of their 
granddaughters. They began weekly 
liturgical dance classes for the girls 
and their friends.  Affiliation with 

the Princesses Ballet of Cincinnati 
in 2018 enabled the girls to move to 
classical ballet disciplines with local 
and city-wide recitals, plus more 
professional choreography and 
attire. 

Parents and other girls saw changes 
in the troupe and wanted ballet 
and character-building training 
themselves. Expansion to serve 
more girls has been limited by funds 
and staff.  COVId brought its own 
challenges. 

The first “paid” Summer Clinic in 
2021 attracted more girls. Then, in 

come visit the new home of chpc’s ballet troupe (jesus u). during 
covid -19,  a large, little-used space was transformed to include 
a professional ballet floor, bright lights, and a wall of mirrors. 

2022 grant funds and matching 
private donations made two “dance 
for JOY!” clinics possible. This 
opened even more life-changing, 
fun opportunities for girls.

Why Classical Ballet? It has 
proven benefits to participants. Yet, 
ballet has a diversity problem—51% 
of Ballet dancers are White,  27% 
are Hispanic/Latino, and only 10% 
are Black or African American. 
non-whites have few role models 
and little exposure to ballet. The 

princesses ballet’s artistic 
director gordon havens 
encourages many new dancers. 

imagine the raised eyebrows 
when it became known that a 
“bar” had been installed in the 
lower level of the church. this 
one is spelled “barre” and is 
used for ballet practice. 
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CHPC Ballet Troupe’s grant applica-
tion declared, “who you are, where 
you’re from, and your circumstances 
should not limit your potential.” 

The GCF Summertime Kids grant 
application said, “We believe it is 
possible to raise up generations of 
underserved girls who have self-es-
teem, poise, and character. The safe, 
loving, mentoring environment of 

the CHPC Ballet Troupe provides 
girls and young women with much 
of  what is vital to be productive, 
caring, responsible adults. 

Students are urged to care for one 
another. Experienced dancers men-
tor younger ones. Together, they 
experience the holistic benefits of 
ballet. It improves self-esteem, con-
fidence, and posture; builds body 
awareness; develops muscle and 
agility, sensory motor skills, learning 
abilities, persistence and problem 
solving. It also fosters teamwork, 
stimulates creativity; and impacts 
other sports. enjoy these photos of 
the summertime Kids clinics. 
 

every class includes a brief 
time of “life lessons” and a 
chance to ask questions. 

 

On July 11th, a father arrived at the first ballet clinic with his two young 
daughters. The girls wore party clothes with long skirts. They eager-
ly joined the dinner being served.  Later they borrowed shoes from 
“the recycled dance-wear closet.” next came stretching exercises and 
ballet basics with Gordon Havens, the clinic’s guest teacher. As the 
evening ended, the girls were excited to be given “homework” due the 
next evening. 

The father pulled the Clinic Manager aside. He apologized for not 
having the 
fees for his 
children to 
return the 
next day. The 
family, new 
to the USA, 
had driven 
25 miles one 
way to give 
the children a 
“taste” of the 
joy of dance. 

We felt so 
thankful that 
we had sum-
mertime Kids-
grant funds to enable these girls to savor the fun of the entire clinic.

THE SUrPrISE GUESTS WELCOMEd 
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and said, “I know I’m bad and I don’t 
want to be bad but I can’t help it!” 
We told her Jesus came to help her 
with that, and we prayed with her.  A 
few years later, she has become part 
of our youth group, both she and 
her brother are being mentored and 
the whole family is drawing nearer 
to God. recently she approached 
me in church, and said, “I’m so 
grateful for what everyone has done 

(continued from page 1)

TO MAKE A dIFFErEnCE In SOMEOnE’S LIFE YOU dOn’T HAVE TO BE WISE, rICH, Or 
BEAUTIFUL. YOU JUST HAVE TO BE AVAILABLE WHEn YOU’rE nEEdEd. 

for me.”

CHPC is a church 
focused on children 
and families. We 
welcome them, 
support them, 
show them Jesus’ 
love, and ground 
them in the truth 
of the Bible. Whiz 
Kids Tutoring is an 
outreach ministry 
that meets all 
those objectives. 

Children from 
Pleasant Hill 
Academy (next to the library on 
north Bend road) are able to come 
to our church on Tuesdays from 5 to 
6 PM for tutoring.  Each receives an 
individualized reading lesson, a Bible 
story and a time of prayer with their 
personal tutor. This is what makes 
Whiz Kids a double blessing—for 
the student and the tutors.  Trusting 
relationships form and this has 
a huge impact on learning. The 
involvement of a caring adult in 
their lives often improves a child’s 

attitude towards school and life.

whiz KiDs is vitAl
Whiz Kids is committed to helping  a 
child’s whole families to thrive, draw 
closer to God and be part of a caring 
church community.

Whiz Kids Tutoring is one of the 
ministries of City Gospel Mission. 
40 different elementary schools 
in Greater Cincinnati are involved.  
CHPC and Pleasant Hill Academy 
are partners.  With a parent’s 
approval, a teacher recommends a 
child to Whiz Kids for enrollment. 

The tutoring is free of charge for    
at-risk children and their family.
At-risk generally means that the 

child is affected by one or more 
of these risk factors: poverty, 
homelessness, disability, below 
average grades and households 
without English speakers. 

expansion of Whiz Kids is limited 
by the 3 factors listed in the 
goldenrod box above: tutors, 

drivers, and funding. 

prayer undergirds Whiz Kids, so 
volunteers willing to regularly pray 

GAMES ARE FUN WAYS TO BUILD RELATIONSHIPS 
AND DEVELOP PROBLEM-SOLVING SKILLS.
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for tutors and students  are always 
needed.

whiz kids tutors . . .                  
must pass a local background check, 
read beyond an eighth grade level, 
be comfortable reading out loud, 
and be willing to show up reliably 
and on time every week.  Tutoring is 
held at CHPC every Tuesday from 5 
to 6 PM, from October through April 
during the school year. Tutors meet 

one-on-one with their 
assigned student to 
give a reading lesson, 
ask how the student 
is doing, read a Bible 
story, and pray for 
him/her. Tutor training 
can improve listening 
and relation-building 
skills to reflect God’s 
care and to share 
what God has person-
ally for them.

whiz kids drivers 
need to be available 
on Tuesdays for stu-
dent pick up  from 4 
to 5 PM and/or return-
ing them home from 

6 to 7 PM. drivers must have a good 
driving record, be able to pass a 
state and federal background check, 
and drive a safe vehicle. 

to donate  visit www.chpc.
org/whizkids . A full scholarship 
is $500. Partial scholarships add 
up.  donations provide curriculum 
supplies, staff oversight, tutor 
training, and outreach to parents.

it is a PRiVileGe 
to helP childRen 
coMe to JesUs.  

Questions? Talk to 
me, Colleen Scheid 
(513) 505-9826. 

“HANGING OUT” AND UNSTRUCTURED TIME IS 
OFTEN WHEN GOD SHOWS UP

Thursdays, 10 AM at CHPC
June Elwood (513) 205-7991

or Gwyn Spindel (513) 761-7185
for weekly details

A caring fellowship group of social
knitters and fabric arts women 
who use their talents for the 
benefit of others. In its 14th year.  
Open to the community.   “A great 
place to go and unwind during 
this virus season.” no masks for 
vaccinated, but you may wear a 
mask if you wish.

That time is now! Exciting  men’s 
fellowship. Life-giving Bible study 
and discipleship. 1st, 3rd, and 5th 
Thursdays (6:15 AM). Worth getting 
up!  Where? CHPC Fireside room 
or on Zoom.com.  Info? Barry Stare, 
bzuthr@me.com .
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Session Prayer List:  for alpha 
participants & team: Sat, June 11 to 
early August (11 AM – 1 PM); peace and 
christian ministry in Ukraine, russia 

Learning to speak love in languages 
that may be different from your own 
can sometimes be challenging.  I 
remember when my husband and I 
were first married I would arise each 
morning and make coffee.  He is a 
coffee drinker; I am not.  Therefore, 
I thought what a beautiful act of 
service to show my love to him.  Af-
ter a couple of weeks, I realized that 
although he seemed appreciative, 
it didn’t seem to be speaking love.  
So, I inquired, “Hey, do you like that 
the coffee is made in the morning, 
as in ‘does it fill your love tank’?”  He 
responded with “It’s nice but not 
necessary.”  “So if I never made cof-
fee again for you, you wouldn’t feel 
any less loved?”  “Correct.”  Guess 
who has never made coffee again in 
26 years?  

Every relationship— with a spouse, 
friend, parent, kid, peers, colleagues, 
or neighbors and even with God can 
be enriched when you know how 
to show love and appreciation to 
one another in ways that you each 
understand.  

new york times best-selling author 

Gary Chapman 
has done exten-
sive research in 
the area of love 
languages. He has 
identified five pri-
mary languages that communicate 

LOVE:      • acts of service 
• quality time  

• physical touch 
• gifts 

• words of affirmation.  

learn love languages or have a 
“tune-up” of what you know

six thursdays: 7 to 8:30 PM

October 6 to November 10
 Led by Living Hope Counseling 

Service’s interns.  Info and register 
at  www.livinghopecs.com 

or call 513-371-5135.  

If you find yourself in need of coun-
seling or know someone who would 
benefit, Living Hope offers a wide 
range of counseling services to the 
community including individual and 
couples counseling.  

Please reach out to us at our web-
site or phone number to learn more 
about how you can find healing and 
hope in life’s challenges.  

We also invite those who would like 
to express “LOVE” and support for 
the ministry of Living Hope to
(1) pray for the counselors and cli-
ents of the ministry;
(2) provide financial support so we 
can continue to offer affordable care 
for those who need assistance and 
continue to equip the next genera-
tion of counseling interns;  
(3) give practical helps like bottled 
water and facial tissues;  and
(4) come see us. Learn “love lan-
guages” for relationships that last!

Send or bring contributions to Living 
Hope Counseling Services (5742 
Hamilton Ave. Cinti. 45224) or stop 
by  the white house just east of the 
CHPC Sanctuary.  

When c. s. lewis came to faith in 1931, it wasn’t obvious 
he would become the most influential christian writer 

of the 20th century. how did that happen? 

MAx MC LEAN’S MULTI-MEDIA SEqUEL TO 
“THE MOST RELUCTANT CONVERT” 

dECEMBEr 3, 2022 8 PM
LIVE ON STAGE: ARONOFF CENTER’S jARSON-KAPLAN THEATRE

the c. s. lewis institute of cincinnati  
 and arts revival of college hill bought 

100 premium orchestra tickets for sale at
$60/ticket—a 19% saving over box office prices

ReseRVe ticKets noW!  Email lewistics@aol .com 
(note the number of tickets to be reserved, name, email.) 

LIVInG HOPE COUnSELInG EqUIPS FOr 

“LOVE THAT LASTS”
by Jeanne schneideR, Ma lPccs, director living hope 
counseling services
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A FEW OF 
THE CLASS 
MEMBERS

RIGHT TO LEFT:
instructor  
GrAnd 
MASTEr JOE 
rOBInSOn Jr.

BrAndOn 
THOMAS, 
his daughter 
SIEnnA 
FOrEHAn 
(AGE 14) and 
son BrAYLEn 
THOMAS (12), 

assistant

LAndOn 
nOrMAn, 
2nd-degree

SPEAK SOFTLY And STUdY KArATE
Joe robinson Jr. has been an active 
CHPC member for 50 years, yet 
few know of his personal martial 
arts skill and his passion to teach 
American Tang Soo do Karate.  This 
discipline popularized by TV actor 
Chuck norris combines elements of  
Korean and Japanese martial arts. 
Clear performance standards and 
regular testing enable students to 
progress through a series of levels 
represented by “belts.”  

In 1995, Joe qualified as a “Master” 
able to teach others. now, he is a 
Grand Master, 7th-degree black belt 
(out of 10 levels of proficiency).   
Over the years, Joe has experienced 
the benefits of karate in himself and 
others. He felt called to pass these 
skills and life lessons on to children, 
young people, and adults. 

Through martial arts classes, 
“kids often acquire useful skills 
while exercising.  The novelty of 
learning  something from an exotic 

culture often holds their attention.”  
Benefits include physical fitness; 
cardio, strength, and balance 
training, personal security and self-
defense, goal-setting, improved 
mental capabilities; disciplines of 
body, mind and spirit; camaraderie, 
respect, and self-esteem. Many skills 
learned by boys and girls, men and 
women for personal security are 
never used for fighting —they are 
resources to wisely avert fighting 
and avoid or evade attacks.  

MARtiAl ARts & 
Self-DefeNSe claSSeS

Mondays & thursdays  6:30-8 PM
Location—the Jesus University 

ballet studio in the lower level of 
the CHPC Sanctuary.

$25/month. Family rates available.
“belt testing” every 3 months

questions? register?  
Call Joe: (513) 515-2942.

PrAY FOr THE 
NEIGHBOR-HOOD 

And JOIn In THE FUn

SATURDAY
OcTObeR 8 

A big DAY ON HAMiLTON AVe.

11AM - 3 PM
Patrick’s Park: 5942 hamilton Ave. 

C.H. Gardeners presents its annual 
Wee Patch, a family-friendly event 
with children’s crafts, snacks, live 

music, pumpkins, mums, and 
goods from Bahr Farm, Father 

George’s honey, LaBoiteaux Woods 
nature Preserve and more.

5905 hamilton Avenue 
between Marlowe and Cedar Avenues

behind Brinks micro-brewery 

40+ cRafT VeNDORS 
and food trucks. 

12 - 6 PM
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CORNERCORNER

then people brought little children to 
Jesus for him to place his hands on 
them and pray for them.  Matt. 19:13 

by chRisty RoediGeR

As kids go to school and into who 
knows what challenges, I encourage 
you to “pray for them fervently 
and without ceasing to God,” their 
Heavenly Father.  He knit them 
together on purpose and loves them 
dearly. Your intercession for those 
you love and those who only God 
knows will make a difference. 

this from betty bonner of 
jackson, tn —I was a stepmother 
for 12 years, and my older daughter 
made a decision that I knew would 
be disastrous for her and her college 
career.  It was a situation that I had 
no control over, and I felt broken-
hearted about what this would 
mean for her future.  

In tears I called my own dad, and 
he was so kind to me.  He listened 
to me and promised to mail me a 
prayer that helped him during his 
own parenting challenges. This is 
what he sent: 

dear lord, could you spare some 
Guardian angels to give me peace 
of mind as my children wander 
from me and stretch the ties that 
bind? you have heavenly legions, 
Father.  could you send me just a 
few to guide my confused children 
as i give them, lord, to you? oh, 
thank you, thank you, Father.  and, 
oh my glad heart sings.  i’m certain 
that just now i heard the swish of 
passing wings!  

deadline for Bell Tower 
news submissions is the 15th 

of each MOnTH  to Sam 
Stare starecvg@aol.com.

BE PArT OF THE TEAM 
Have something you’d like to write 

about? Have an idea for a future 
feature? Email  starecvg@aol.com .

sessIoN  UPDAte

College Hill Presbyterian Church is 
part of the Great Lakes Presbytery 
of the ECO denomination (Covenant 
Order of Evangelical Presbyterians). 
A distinction of Presbyterian 
churches is that the congregation 
selects its own leaders, called Elders: 
Teaching Elders (ordained pastors) 
and ruling Elders (the Session, 
spiritual shepherds). CHPC has 9 
Elders elected for a 3-year term to 
serve locally and at the Presbytery 
level.  The congregation also elects 
deacons, Trustee Administrators, 
and the nominating Committee 
for the following year.  For more 
information, see the CHPC website: 
www.chpc.org/about-us.
 
The Session is currently preparing 
for the 

Annual cHPc 
congregational Meeting 
sunday, October 23  10-10:30 AM

Elder dan Ott has chaired the CnC 
(Congregational nominating 
Committee) as individuals recomm-
ended from within the church were 
interviewed and a slate of nominees 
created. [nominations can also 
be made by covenant partners-
(members) at the Congregational 
Meeting.]

Session has also been considering 
bringing closure to the “2019 Pre-

scriptions” for church transforma-
tion from Paul Borden, ECO Cohort. 
The Session is collecting and re-
viewing the results of goals set by 
our staff and by our members. More 
about this on Oct. 23rd.  

With the capable assistance of Exec. 
director Heather Lethander, Session 
approved the budget for Fiscal 
Year 2023 and thanked God for the 
congregation’s faithful giving. 

CHPC Is PArt oF A CoNNeCtIoNAl 
CHUrCH.   The weekend of October 
14-15  is time for our bi-annual Great 
Lakes Presbytery meeting.  CHPC 
and the ripley PC are the south-
ernmost churches in the Presbytery  
The Church of the Straits in Mack-
inaw City, MI is the northernmost. 
This gather-
ing will be 
hosted by 
new Cali-
fornia PC in 
Marysville, 
OH. 

Interested 
in seeing 
the Pres-
bytery in 
action? 
Contact 
the Clerk 
of Session, 
Janet dum-
ford, jdum-
ford@chpc.
org for more information. You can 
attend with the CHPC pastors and 
current elders. 

by Janet dUMFoRd, clerk of session
and sharlyn stare, btn editor


