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THe seAsOn Of ADvenT... 
begins Sunday, November 28th and 
ends Friday, December 24, 2021.  
During those four weeks, Christians 
around the world prepare their 
hearts and lives for the celebra-
tion of the incarnation— God with 
us. Prophecies of the “advent” of 
a redeemer begin in Genesis and 
continue throughout the Old Testa-
ment. After the death, resurrection, 
and ascension of  Jesus Christ,  be-
lievers began developing traditions 
to remember the biblical details of 
Christ’s first coming—his birth— and 
to prepare for his 
2nd coming to 
earth as Lord of 
All, Ruler of the 
Universe. 

A Lutheran min-
ister in Germany 
is credited with 
creating the first 
Advent wreath 
in 1839. It had twenty red candles to 
be lit on weekdays by the children 
who were part of the mission where 
he worked. four white candles were 
lit on sundays. Later, the Catholic 
Church substituted purple and pink 
candles for the red ones to reflect 
the colors of the liturgical vestments 
worn by priests during the Advent 
season:  purple for penance and pink 
for joy. College Hill Presbyterian’s 

first Advent wreath was presented 
by a German immigrant, Dieter van 
der Bent. The tradition had been 
meaningful to him, and he wanted 
to share it with his American church 
family.  nearly 70 years later, the 
lighting of the candles at church 
and at home helps us to contem-
plate and savor the full meaning 
of Christ’s Advent and to prepare 
future generations.  
Understanding the symbolism can 
deepen our experience. The wreath 
itself, being circular and ever green, 
symbolizes God’s eternal nature as 

well as the ev-
erlasting life we 
enjoy through 
Christ. In many 
churches, the 
specific ever-
greens that form 
the wreath have 
special mean-
ings: cedar for 

healing and strength; pine, yew, and 
holly for immortality; laurel for victo-
ry over persecution; and pine cones 
for resurrection.
The candles on the wreath speak of 
who Jesus is:  “In him was life, and 
that life was the light of all mankind. 
The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness has not overcome it” 
(John 1:4-5). According to one church

JesUs CAn ReLATe . . . 
by Rev. DR. DRew SmiTh

     Don’t you 
love it when 
you get to-
gether with 
old friends 
who know you 
well? I meet 
annually with a 
group of men 
who have known me since ele-
mentary school. We have had so 
many similar experiences that we 
can finish one another’s sentenc-
es. As the saying goes, “They have 
walked in my shoes.” They under-
stand intellectually and emotion-
ally much of what I have lived.  
They can relate to me. They get it.  
     Isn’t it amazing that God, the 
Creator of the Universe, became 
human, like you and me.  Jesus, 
the son of God, experienced 
human life from birth to death. 
Because God became human in 
Jesus, God can relate to human 
life directly, intellectually, and 
emotionally.  
    for this Advent and Christmas 
season, we will be exploring how 
Jesus, God in the flesh, has expe-
rienced what we experience. Join 
us as we investigate how Jesus is 
the perfect connection between 
God and us. He can relate to you, 
me, and God.

FREE FAMILY ADVENT GUIDE ENCLOSED



12/2021  Pg. 2   

According to Kevin sasson, sLP exec. 
Director, “We are known for collabo-
rating to make a lasting, multi-gen-
erational impact for the world’s most 
vulnerable children, families and 
communities.” This was especially 
true for the transformation of Rock-
dale Academy’s campus in Avondale. 

Rockdale Academy is a Cincinnati 
Public school located in south Avon-
dale (not far from Christ Hospital). 
It has 350 students PK-6; minori-
ty student enrollment is 97%. The 
student-teacher ratio is 7:1, which is 
better than that of the district.

the project started with “vision 
2020”— the school would offer a 
“world-class” global conservation 
program teaching students how to 
transform the Avondale community 
and the world, while developing 
into globally-minded advocates and 
leaders.  students would have access 
to field studies and experts from the 

in April 2021, we began the celebration of the 20th anniver-
sary of ChPC member Allen Rainey’s founding of SonLight 
Power (SLP). Although SLP is best known for solar installations 
around the world, this year-end sequel focuses on SLP’s part-
nership in Cincinnati — using solar power for renewal, health, 
justice, and equity “across the street.” 

UsInG sOLAR POWeR TO sHARe GOD’s LOve  

Cincinnati Zoo and 
Botanical Garden and 
Cincinnati Children’s 
Hospital. They would 
be challenged by 
service-learning projects 
and employ cutting-
edge technology. 

The learning process for students 
involves working at a local urban farm 
with gardens and, eventually, bees 
and livestock. Untended land around 
the school was miraculously trans-
formed into botanical and vegetable 
gardens. 

spring plantings and summer tending;
then the excitement of fall harvesting 

To  complete the growing cycle from 
seed to table, a net-zero greenhouse 
was envisioned, but conventional 
heating methods were unafforable.  
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During the planning and installa-
tion phases, sonLight Power’s staff 
formed deep relationships with the 
school’s principal and other partners. 
These 
were a 
witness 
to the 
reality 
that “God 
uses so-
lar power  
to share 
His love.”

kevin sasson gives a “thumbs up” after the 
solar panel system passes its inspection 

The Urban Learning Center and 
Greenhouse will enable the school 
to employ programs that promote 
positive life choices through healthy 
eating and exercise. Urban students 
will experience the practical im-
plications of “dressing, tilling and 
keeping” the earth—and “grow” 
confidence, grit, and skills to set out 
on career pathways they might not 
have imagined. 

Pray that this school’s transforma-
tion will inspire others locally and 
around the world to enjoy the Cre-
ation and depend on the Creator.

for more photos, in-
formation, testi
monials, projects and 
upcoming trip plans,  
visit sonlightpower.
org or call sLP at   
513-285-9960.

That’s where sonLight Power’s ex-
pertise came in.  To heat the green-
house, the ministry partnered with 
The Cincinnati  Reds fund, Procter & 
Gamble, The Cincinnati Zoo, Cincin-
nati  Children’s Hospital, Johnson & 
Johnson, Messer Construction, and 
others to give Rockdale Academy a 
unique opportunity to weave per-
sonal health and sustainability into 
instruction and learning for stu-
dents. 

the solar panels were 
designed to unobtrusively 
fit over a covered walkway 
adjacent to the playground 
as pictured below. see the 
white arrow below.

JOIn THe MAsKeD 
TRee WResTLeRs
ever wonder how the Christmas 
trees in the sanctuary and Atrium 
“magically” appear?  Men and 
women help put up and take down 
the seasonal decorations.  Available 
fri., Dec. 3 or Thurs., Jan. 6 (10 AM to 
noon)?  Call Barry stare, 513-382-5897. 

LOOKInG fOR 
THe PeRfeCT GIfT?

    “don’t give me one more thing 
to dust!” was the plea of a family 
member who seemed to “have 
everything.” We found that giving 
that person a card telling what we 
loved about him was the perfect 
gift. We included details about a 
donation we made in his name and 
what the gift made possible.   
    We love donating to feast of 
Love’s (fOL)—Sleeping Sound (pro-
vides new twin-size bed for children 
living in poverty). now, veterans 
Sleeping Sound provides new 
queen-sized mattresses to veterans 
being rehoused. Through fOL’s Find 
and Need and Fill it, gently used 
beds can be donated and made 
available. Contact Bev Graves, fOL 
Director, beverlygraves@mac.com 
and facebook.com.
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Hello Team,
Thanks to you all, the Oct 31st fall 
fest was a great success. There were 
lots of loving touches for Jesus. 
Many intentional seeds were plant-
ed. We will continue to pray for God 
to bring the increase in the form of 
new people linking up with us as 
covenant partners at CHPC.

We passed out contact cards, and a 
lot of people stated that they would 
attend on sundays for a worship 
gathering. It was especially good 
to see some Pleasant Hill Academy 
school teachers. It was also encour-
aging to see how many people 
appeared to be focused during the 
morning worship service.

I truly hope and pray that you all 
were able to see the impact you 
were making in the lives of our 
neighbors and friends. It wasn’t real-
ly about the songs, rides candy, face 
painting, or the selfies with the stilt 
walker. It was about you putting on 
full display Christ in you, the hope of 
the world.

I especially appreciated the flexibility 
of the Band of Brothers men’s group 
and Charlie Lethander for buying 
more hotdogs to feed attendees. 
(Reminds me of a fish-and-loaves 
story I’ve read.) 

fall fest was truly a team effort. I am 
proud to be a part of that team. Your 
hard work, dedication, and selfless 
service honored God. Thank you for 

your creativity and availability. enjoy 
these photos of some of the features 
of fall fest.

Please join me in praying for the 
Christmas Concert on the afternoon 
of December 19th (details on page 
8). share the JOY with others. 

FROm Rev DARRyLL DAviS,  ASST. 
PASTOR OF OUTReACh & wORShiP 

THAnKs TO YOU ALL
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fAMILY fAITH fORWARD
FROm Rev. JeNNiFeR CRONk, PASTOR TO ChiLDReN AND FAmiLieS 

CUT OUT fOR fAMILY fUn  %

IDeAs fOR 
CeLeBRATInG THe 
ReASON FOR The SeASON
Start a new tradition: 
Decorating a Jesse Tree. 
This year will mark the start of 
a new Advent tradition in my 
home. On December 1, we will 
set up my Jesse Tree based on 
Isaiah 11: 1--”There shall come 
forth a shoot from the stump 
of Jesse, and a branch from his 
roots shall bear fruit.”  Any kind 
of branches or small tree can be 
used. The key is the ornaments. 

They may represent members 
of Jesus’ family tree (an apple 
for Adam, an ark for noah, a Lion  
for King David. each day we will 
read a Bible story related to an 
ornament.  By Christmas, we’ll 
see how God prepared the way 
for Jesus’ birth throughout the 
generations.—Kelly Hibbett

Give God a special gift. “Let 
this gift be something personal 
that no one else needs to know 
about, and let it be a sacrifice. 
David said in 2 samuel 24 that he 
would not offer a sacrifice to God 
that cost him nothing.
Maybe your gift to God will be to 
forgive someone you’ve needed 
to forgive for a long time. You 
may discover that you’ve given a 
gift back to yourself.

(continued on page 6)

ornaments by pam dollard (white box)
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Our internet site is evolving, but here 
are some places to investigate: 
THE HOME PAGE is the first thing that 
appears when you go to the inter-
net and search for chpc.org or type 
in “College Hill Presbyterian Church 
Cincinnati OH. “

You’ll see a series of “buttons.” Put 
your cursor over a button, click and... 

Look under new here
• for sunday worship times and 
services, resources to plan your visit 
and pre-registration children for the 
nursery and sunday school. 
• to submit a prayer request and 
be added to the ePrayer bi-weekly 
prayer emails.

Look under about us
• for what “we believe” and informa-
tion about the eCO, our denomina-
tion—The Covenant Order of evan-
gelical Presbyterians. spend some 
time looking around.  It’s easy.  enjoy!

• for photos, bios, and easy ways 
to contact pastors & staff.  find the 
names of elected church leaders: 
elders serving on session, Deacons,  
Trustee Administrators, and the CnC 
(Church nominating Committee). 
Look for the way to nominate a per-
son to be considered by the CnC for 
election as a church officer. 

Look under sermons to
• watch the 9 AM sunday Tradition-
al Worship service and the 10:30 
AM Contemporary service; tell the 
church you’re watching; read the 
sunday bulletin;  and watch/ listen to 
previous services. Look for the form 
to submit bulletin announcements.   

Look under ministries to
• get current information about 
most ministries, find out how you 
can be involved and support them.

Look under serve 
• for a variety of ways to serve the 
congregation on sundays and 
throughout the week.

Look under news/events  
• for current event ads, calendar of 
events, bell Tower News archives, 
videos from the “secure the Bag” 
(financial wisdom seminars); and for 
more information on major upcom-
ing events. 

Look under give 
• for special giving opportunities 
(e.g. seasonal events);  4 ways to give 
to the church— directions for giving 
online, giving by text,  giving via the 
smart phone app, giving by check— 
and “frequently Asked Questions.”

need more help?  Contact Heather 
Lethander, hlethander@chpc.org or 
call  513-541-5676 (extension 1119).

THe New CHPC.ORG WeBsITe

give god a special gift...         
Perhaps your gift will be to com-
mit to spending time with God 
daily. Or maybe there is some-
thing God has asked you to give 
up. Make this your most import-
ant gift of the season. 

wear bathrobes & donkey ears. 
Our Christmas tradition involved 
the Christmas story being read 
while the family acted out the 
story—as you can see, complete 
with costumes from bathrobes 
for the shepherds to ears and 
teeth for the donkey.  The tradi-
tion ended when the babies end-
ed in the next generation and we 
found ourselves using the dog for 
baby Jesus. We thought it may 
have run its course. —Jeanne 
Schneider

take christmas cookies to a 
neighbor. My neighbor just told 
me she vacuum-sealed three of  
the decorated cookies I gave her 
last year and hung them on her 
tree this year. A little gesture can 
mean so much more than you 
think.—anonymous chpcer 

create a “tree of light.” set a 
small tree on a tabletop. fill a 
container with either handmade 
or purchased star ornaments and 
place it at the base of the tree. 
As a family or small group read 

IDeAs fOR 
CeLeBRATInG THe 
ReASON FOR The SeASON

(continued from page 5)

scriptures about Jesus, the Light of 
the World (John 8:12, John 9:5, John 
12:46). Put the first star at the top of 
the Tree. Read Matt. 5:14—“you are 
the light of the world.” encourage 
family members to allow the love of 
Jesus to shine through them daily. 

Invite them to secretly hang a star 
on the Tree of Light whenever they 
allow Christ’s love to glow through 
them in a meaningful way. Anoth-
er option would be to hang stars 
when family members see oth-
ers displaying the light of Christ.                        
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Deadline for bell Tower 
News  submissions is the 15th 

of each MOnTH to sam stare 
starecvg@aol.com

UnWAnTeD 
HOLIDAY GUesTs?

by JeANNe SChNeiDeR, DiReCTOR OF 
LiviNG hOPe COUNSeLiNG SeRviCe 

Pay close attention to who is on 
the holiday guest list.  Often, as the 
holidays approach, people will ex-
perience a variety of emotions, from 
stress, to loneliness to grief. As you 
approach the holidays this year, here 
are a few strategies that might help 
you to experience more of the joy the 
Bethlehem shepherds’ experienced 
when the angels appeared sharing 
the good news of Christ’s birth.

Honor your emotions
emotions can be signposts along 
the way.  notice them with curios-
ity, and wonder what the emotion 
may be telling you.  sometimes 
anxiety may be rooted in the beliefs 
or expectations we hold regarding 
the holidays.  Pause and seek the 
Lord and ask him about the anxious 
thoughts.  It might be surprising 
what you learn and how to restruc-
ture unhealthy beliefs and expecta-
tions.  

Honor your body 
Listen to what your body needs 
through the holidays.  Rest is often 
minimized due to the busyness of 
the season.  It may be a physical 
busyness or those thoughts that 
ruminate.  Allow yourself space.  
Pause and ask yourself what is most 
important in this holiday season.  It 

may look different than in past years.  
Perhaps you are grieving the loss of 
a loved one and notice that you fa-
tigue more quickly.  set boundaries 
around your time and listen to what 
your body needs.  The body could 
also probably do without extreme 
amounts of the holiday goodies.  
enjoy those treats in moderation.

Honor the Lord  
As you pause and create space 

for your emotions and care for your 
body, listen to what the Lord may 
be showing you about his love and 
grace.  Do you have a way of re-
membering and honoring the birth 
of Jesus?  Perhaps it is capturing 
the messages within Christmas 
songs, listening or reading scripture, 
writing a note to someone who is 
having a difficult season or someone 
who has shown Christ’s love to you 
this year.  

help is available
If you find yourself or a loved one 
struggling this holiday season, 
remember Living hope Counseling 
services has licensed counselors and 
counselor trainees who can provide 
faith-based counseling through 
the struggles.  Living hope can be 
reached at 513-371-5135 or livingho-
pecs.com.

year-end reminder
This year, through donors’ support 
Living hope has provided over 
2,500 counseling 
sessions and 
has trained 
15 graduate 
students in 
counseling 
skills.  Dona-
tions make 
counseling 
affordable. send year-end tax-de-
ductible gifts to:  Living hope Coun-
seling Services  5742 Hamilton Ave 
45224.    Thank you for your ongo-
ing prayer and financial support!

Help beautify the main church wor-
ship area  for the Christmas eve ser-
vice and remember a loved ones or 
a milestone (an anniversary, a birth, 
a special celebration, etc.).  The ded-
ications will be in the Christmas eve 
bulletin. The suggested donation is 
$25 per plant. Place your order for 
pointsettias now. visit chpc.org/flow-
ers or contact Heather Lethander at 
hlethander@chpc.org.

TIMInG MATTeRs - The end of the 
calendar year will soon be here! 
As you are planning your year-end 
giving, remember that in order for 
your donation to be counted as a 
tax-deductible gift for 2021, your 
paper check must be DATeD and 
postmarked (if mailed) by December 
31st. stock gifts must be transferred 
to the church’s account at Morgan 
stanley by December 31st. You can 
always make an online gift up to 
11:59 pm on December 31st as well. If 
you have specific questions, contact 
Heather Lethander at hlethander@
chpc.org.
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(continued from page 1)

tradition, the first sunday’s candle  
is called the prophesy candle, 
as prophets like Isaiah foretold the 
coming of the Messiah, our hope 
and salvation (Isaiah 9:6).  Week two’s 
bethlehem candle focuses us on 
the journey Mary and Joseph made 
in faith to that little town foretold 
in Micah 5:2.  The shepherd’s can-
dle lit on week three denotes the 
joy that the poor lonely shepherds 
experienced at the news of their 
coming King (Luke 20:20).  The fourth 
week’s angel candle reminds us 
of the angel making the blessed an-
nouncement of Jesus’ birth and the 
heavenly host singing forth, “Glory 
to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace among those with whom he 
is pleased” (Luke 2:14).  

WHen Is IT GOInG TO Be CHRIsT’s 
BIRTHDAY? The four candles mark 
off the weeks to Dec. 25th. On Christ-
mas eve or Day, the christ candle 
is lit.  The Bible tells us that “God is 
light; in Him there is no darkness at 
all” (1 John 1:5).  Pure light encompass-
es all the diverse colors of the uni-
verse and of the humans that Christ 
made. The babe of Bethlehem, Jesus 
Christ, God’s only son, came — the 
perfect sacrifice for the sin of the 
whole world. He lived to die and 
rise again so that we might believe 
in him and live eternally.  Jesus will 
come again. 

ReSOURCe: “2 Minute Advent” a 
video to share with your family and 
friends. https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=eC0fGQLBp7w

by keLLy hibbeTT, bTN wRiTeR 
with ShARLyN STARe, hiSTORiAN

november 28    Jesus Cried, Too —Matthew 26:38, Luke 19:41
December 5    Jesus Felt Agony, Too —Luke 4: 1 - 14
December 12    Jesus had Family Drama, Too—Mark 3:12, 6:4, Luke 2:48-50,  
   Matthew 12:48-50
December 19    10:30 AM, One service—Jesus Partied, Too—John 2:2 
     4 PM Share The Joy Christmas Concert (doors open 3 PM)
December 24    5 PM Interactive Kid-friendly Worship 
     8 PM Christmas eve —Candlelight Communion
   Jesus was human, Too—Hebrews 2:17 
Therefore, it was necessary for him to be made in every respect like us, his brothers 
and sisters, so that he could be our merciful and faithful high Priest before God.   

ADvenT & CHRIsTMAs WORsHIP TIMes

C i n c i n n a t i  O p e r a  &  C i n c i n n a t i  B a l l e t ,  H a n d b e l l s , 
O r c h e s t r a ,  C h o i r s  a n d  v o c a l i s t s , D i c k e n s  C a r o l e r s  

Donat ions to  benef i t  Jesus  Univers i ty  Bal let   


