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Our sermon series throughout 
the season of Lent will be about 
Minimalism.  Specifically looking 
at the trend of decluttering and 
focusing life around what 
matters most.  Each week we’ll 
be looking at a passage from 
the book of Ecclesiastes to see 
and understand how ancient 
wisdom can shape our modern 
and busy lives! 
 
 

March 1st 

The Emptiness of Pleasure 
 

March 8th 

The Emptiness of Money 
 

March 15th 

The Emptiness of Self-Help 
 

March 22nd 

The Emptiness of Security 
 

March 29th  

The Emptiness of Work 
 

April 5th 

The Emptiness of Political 
Popularity 

 

April 12th (Easter) 

The Emptiness of the Tomb 



DON’T LEND LENT TO ANYONE 

I discovered the richness of the 
Church’s Liturgical Year as a 
relatively new Christian. Ever since, 
when I get a new calendar, I initiate 
it by writing in the dates for Advent, 
Lent, Pentecost, Ascension Sunday, 
etc. These become reminders of 
significant dates in the life of one I 
love — Jesus Christ. 
 As a Protestant, I was put off 
by Ash Wednesday and the 
‘smudges’ worn by my Catholic 
friends. I am a devotee of the 
Tyndale’s One Year Bible. It 
provides me a daily diet of  an Old 
Testament reading, New Testament 
reading, a Psalm and a Proverb, 
from Genesis to Revelation, in 365 
days.  Ash Wednesday often arrives 
about the time I am mushing 
through Leviticus.  
 I have one of those big 
screen movie producer [Cecil B 
DeMille] minds where I remember 
scripture best if I’m able to visualize 
it ‘on the big screen.’ Leviticus has 
lengthy descriptions of the 
sacrificial system God gave to 
Moses to ‘be right with and 
acceptable to God.’ Leviticus is 

chock full of images.  Many of them 
involve killing, butchering, and 
disbursing the blood and fat of 
perfect animals, and burning up 
body parts/flour/oil/incense to 
ashes. 
 There’s nothing pretty about 
it. The action is replayed over and 
over for thousands of years, until it 
is finally played out in the sacrifice 
of God’s only Son - the perfect lamb 
Jesus - slain for the sins of the 
world.   
 Most days, I’m glad to move 
on from reading Leviticus to the 
New Testament, Psalms and a 
Proverb. But, I never quite lose 
awareness of the blood and the 
ashes any more than Aaron and his 
sons could totally wash their 
clothing clean after the sacrifices. 
No one can. The Psalmist cries out 
to God, “wash me, and I will be 
whiter than snow.”  
 For me the ashes of Ash 
Wednesday mark both the end of 
the previous year’s cycle, and the 
beginning of a new year’s cycle. 
Ashes were final debris in the Old 
Testament system. In the New 

Testament, Christ triumphs over 
death, and the ashes are re-formed 
into new bodies at Christ’s return.   
Genesis says, “the LORD God 
formed a man from the dust of the 
ground and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life.”  When all 
breath is gone, we return to dust, 
but ‘dust’ that will rise and be 
formed anew by Christ’. This year, 
consider wearing ashes to affirm 
your faith in Christ’s perfect 
sacrifice for you.  

By Sharlyn Stare, Session Elder 



“Wow Drew, thank you SO much 
for sharing this with us.  It took a lot 
of effort for you to ask and for your 
team to process all of this in writing. 
I’m so grateful to get to read how 
God worked among your team! “  — 
Beth Allin, ECO Staff in charge of 
the annual gatherings.  
Pastor Drew asked each of the 
CHPC Team attending the 2020 
Gathering of the denomination in 
Dallas to share:  
• In what way did you benefit from 
or appreciate the National 
Gathering?  
• What was most encouraging to 
you about ECO?  
Who went? Pastors Drew and Mike; 
Elders Rosa Brinkman, Janet 
Dumford,  Sam & Barry Stare; and 
CHPC Staff - Jennifer Cronk, 
Samuel Mock, and Darryll Davis 
with his wife Bernice.  Each team 
member covered their own 
expenses.   
The videos of the large event 
teachings can be found online at  
https://econationalgathering.org/
pastgatherings/  
Check them out. The speakers were 
awesome. 
In thanks for your prayers for the 
Team, I’ve taken excerpts from a 
few of the Team’s replies to Drew’s 
questions —  

• How wonderful to see so many 

women leading at the gathering. It 
was also very refreshing to worship 

with the first Worship Team lead by 
an African American lady.  It was 
awesome to see the commitment 
for diversity displayed right out of 
the gate. However, what was even 
more encouraging was to look 
around the auditorium and see 
1500+ people from a variety of age 
groups so deeply engaged and 
worshiping...  

•  During a breakout session on the 

topic of the racially diverse church, I 
was very encouraged to see how far 
along CHPC is when it comes to 
implementation and major steps 
along the lines of diversity.  It was 
very affirming and made us verbally 
express gratitude to God for being 
on this journey at CHPC. 

•  I appreciated the group dinner 

with our Team.  It was very 
affirming to sit with the couple who 
had served in worship ministry 
years ago at CHPC and hear them 
express excitement about where 
the church is now with worship.   
 

•  I was inspired by those around 

me. The focus of ECO is to plant 
churches and reach people where 
they are, but also to do it in a 
healthy way (no burn out). That’s a 
good reminder and such a good 
focus for a Gathering. 

  • There’s some serious theological 

stuff going on in the ECO. 
Flourishing includes deep study of 
God’s Word and prayer.  

•  I appreciate the opportunity to 

connect face-to-face with people 
that I’ve talked to over the phone or 
by email. Good to build 
relationships with other churches 
and people from across the 
country, as well as spending time 
with staff and leaders from CHPC.  

•  I was struck by the ministry of the 

church in Cairo, Egypt and its 
commitment to “incarnational” 
ministry - going to where the 
people are and ministering to their 
needs... and “some will come to 
Christ.” 

•  I was encouraged by the stories 

from our own [Great Lakes] 
presbytery of the impact of the 
emphasis on determining your 
flourishing next step and acting to 
take that step. 

•  It was a blessing for me to be in 

a place away from the everyday 
hassles of answering to the needs 
of others but to quiet down and 
listen to God and He’s leading.  
 

• What fun to see others blossom 

and mature as Christian leaders. 
and to laugh. Only at a Texas  ECO 
event would there be a chance to 
ride a mechanical bull at a 
denominational gathering...[don’t 
sign me up!] 
____________________________________ 
 
NEXT YEAR’S GATHERING is Feb 2-
4, 2021 at First Presbyterian Church, 
San Antonio TX.  Plan ahead.  

ECO GATHERING’S LASTING IMPACT 

The CHPC Gathering Attendees 



Hope of Nations, Standing Strong in a Post-Truth, Post-Christian World  

Many of you will remember John 

Dickerson as a prize-wining 

research journalist and a frequent 

commentator in national news 

outlets such as USA Today. What 

we didn’t know about him is that 

he is a seminary-trained pastor, 

who gave up journalism and now 

serves as the lead pastor of 

Connection Pointe Christian 

Church in the Indianapolis metro 

area. Dickerson is also the author of 

The Great Evangelical Recession. 

 In his book Hope of Nations, 

Chapter 18, “Calm in a Post-

Prosperity Era,” John Dickerson lays 

out a reality which I find especially 

comforting to meditate on in the 

days ahead: “In a world competing 

for limited resources, driven by fear, 

unrest, and scarcity, we will remain 

calm, confident that our Father 

provides our daily bread.” 

“Give us this day our daily 

bread.” (Matthew 6:11) 
 The main points of the 

chapter are based on “the reality 

that there is no power on earth that 

can change the final destination of 

followers of Jesus Christ.” We find 

hope in these truths: “We live in this 

world, knowing that we are in a 

season of waiting for Christ’s final 

victory. We have great hope that no 

matter how uncertain things ever 

get here, we have a certain future. 

We don’t have to fear tomorrow 

because our Father is already there, 

providing enough.” 

 The author goes on to say 

that, “we cannot live in tomorrow 

and today at the same time. But 

our God can. Our God is not limited 

by time. He is above it. He is already 

in tomorrow, and He is already 

providing enough for us there.” 
 This is a wonderful 

realization for each one of us to 

gain hold of, that God is already in 

our tomorrow and knows what we 

will need, and will provide it for us. 

That certainty of faith is what we 

need in order to deal with the 

uncertainty and fear of living in the 

world of today.  

 It takes me and my own 

resources into consideration as 

long as I continue to look to God as 

my provider. “God does not 

command us to never stockpile or 

prepare today, but He does 

command us to place our ultimate 

faith and hope in the reality that He 

is our Provider.”  

 The author likens us to the 

Israelites as they traveled from the 

sand and slavery of Egypt to their 

promised land, God provided for 

them every day. As we travel to our 

promised land in Heaven, “we 

believe our Father is in tomorrow, 

providing enough. And if our 

resources ever dwindle, if we ever 

find ourselves worrying about 

tomorrow’s bread, tomorrow’s 

freedom, tomorrow’s peace, or any 

other thing in tomorrow, we will 

remind ourselves that our Father is 

already in tomorrow. And our 

Father can be counted on to 

provide enough for us.” 

Reviewed by Katherine Brockfield 



Directions: Identify the chapter of 

the Bible that contains each verse 

below. If you do so correctly, the red 

underlined  letters will reveal a 

special message for this Lenten 

season. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

1.__ __ __ __ __ __ __4:1-4  
4 Then Jesus was led up by the 

Spirit into the wilderness to be 

tempted by the devil. 2 And after 

fasting forty days and forty nights, 

he was hungry. 3 And the tempter 

came and said to him, “If you 

are the Son of God, 

command these stones to become 

loaves of bread.” 4 But he 

answered, “It is written, 

“‘Man shall not live by bread alone, 

    but by every word that comes 

from the mouth of God.’” 
 

2.__ __ __ __ 2:12-14 

12 “Yet even now,” declares the Lord, 

    “return to me with all your heart, 

with fasting, with weeping, and 

with mourning; 
13     and rend your hearts and 

not your garments.” 

Return to the Lord your God, 

    for he is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger, and abounding in 

steadfast love; 

    and he relents over disaster. 
14 Who knows whether he will not 

turn and relent, 

    and leave a blessing behind him, 

a grain offering and a drink offering 

    for the Lord your God? 

 

3.__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 3: 

20 
20 All go to one place. All are 

from the dust, and to dust all 

return. 

 

4.__ __ __ __ __ __ __ 3:19 
19 By the sweat of your face 

    you shall eat bread, 

till you return to the ground, 

    for out of it you were taken; 

for you are dust, 

    and to dust you shall return.” 
 

5.__ __ __ __ 1:12-15 
12 The Spirit immediately drove him 

out into the wilderness. 13 And he 

was in the wilderness forty days, 

being tempted by Satan. And he 

was with the wild animals, and the 

angels were ministering to him. 
14 Now after John was arrested, 

Jesus came into Galilee, 

proclaiming the gospel of 

God, 15 and saying, “The time is 

fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is 

at hand; repent and believe in the 

gospel.” 

 

6.  __ __ __ __ __ __ 58:6-7 

6 “Is not this the fast that I choose: 

    to loose the bonds of wickedness, 

    to undo the straps of the yoke, 

to let the oppressed go free, 

    and to break every yoke? 
7 Is it not to share your bread with 

the hungry 

    and bring the homeless poor into 

your house; 

when you see the naked, to cover 

him, 

    and not to hide yourself from 

your own flesh? 

 

 

7.__ __ __ __ __ 103:11-12 
11 For as high as the heavens are 

above the earth, 

    so great is his steadfast love 

toward those who fear him; 
12 as far as the east is from the west, 

    so far does he remove our 

transgressions from us. 

 

8.__ __ __ __ __ __ 5:6 
 
6 Humble yourselves, therefore, 

under the mighty hand of God so 

that at the proper time he may 

exalt you. 

 

9.__ __ __ __ 12:12-13 

 
12 The next day the large crowd that 

had come to the feast heard that 

Jesus was coming to 

Jerusalem. 13 So they took branches 

of palm trees and went out to meet 

him, crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed 

is he who comes in the name of the 

Lord, even the King of Israel!” 

 

Answers found on page 11 

CAN YOU NAME THAT VERSE? 

Kelley Hibbett 



YOUTH MINISTRY UPDATE 

For the month of February we have 

gone over hard teaching by Jesus 

in a series called “Did Jesus Really 

Say that?” This series was designed 

to make us examine our lives to see 

if we are living as those who know 

Christ and will one day hear the 

Father say “Well done my good and 

faithful servant!” (Matthew 25:21) or 

“I never knew you. Away from me, 

you evildoers!” (Matthew 7:23). We 

learned how true faith moves us to 

action from love of God, as we 

know, “Faith without deeds is 

dead.” (James 2:26). 

 In the months of March and 

April we are going over 

relationships and learning what it 

means to have Godly relationships. 

We will look at Godly relationships 

ranging from friendships to dating, 

marriage and sex. Yes you read that 

correctly we will talk about sex, and 

God’s design for sex. If we don’t give 

young people God’s vision and 
design for sex the world will give 

them it’s design for it. For parents 

that would like to some help in 

these conversations you can start 

by signing up for Quest’s 3 part 

series that will walk with parents in 

having conversations about sex 

from God’s perspective. Find the 

link on our website  for Pure 

Hope’s  Quest Program to sign up. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also we will be going to Winter 

Jam! Please sign up so we know 

you are coming and can plan for 

you. Winter Jam is a huge Christian 

concert and it is $15 to go. They only 

accept cash at the door. The 

Concert will be long, so concessions 

are going to be available (bring 

additional cash to eat on). A total of 

$30 is suggested, I encourage 

students to eat before meeting at 

the church at 3:00 pm. We will 

leave promptly at 3:30 pm from the 

church to the event. The event 

doesn’t have a posted end time so I 

will keep in contact with parents. I 

expect the concert to end around 

10 pm as there are many artists and 

speaking. We are expecting to be 

back at the church close to 10:30 

pm and will keep in contact with 

parents. We will not have youth 

group the following Sunday 

March 15. 

  

Finally, be on the lookout in the 

next few weeks about Summer 

Mission trip details. 

By Samuel Mock 

https://chpc.simplechurchcrm.com/external/form/eb5d5c34-1864-4c45-ab41-7fedb9a838db?fbclid=IwAR05s69WPuuGane5c-xBpbboDlGgTg0ZYlUokOGPYvJyJL6Ph5xqyRphioc
https://chpc.simplechurchcrm.com/external/form/528733d1-3c17-4ad1-929d-592b539b832f
https://chpc.simplechurchcrm.com/external/form/528733d1-3c17-4ad1-929d-592b539b832f


 

CHILDREN & FAMILIES 2020 CALENDAR 

 



EXPANDED VISION & NEW LOGO 

An Update by Bev Graves, Co-Executive Director of The Heartbeat of the City 

Many of you are wondering, 
“What’s up with the letterhead?”  I 
can answer that question.  In Au-
gust, Feast of Love and Christ’s 
Community in College Hill merged. 
Allow me to walk you back through 
2019. 
 
JANUARY was a month of planning 
and negotiations, because our 
warehouse in the West End be-
came a very desirable piece of 
property [due to the building of the 
FC Cincinnati stadium]. 
 
FEBRUARY we sold our warehouse 
in the West End and were blessed 
with an amazing profit.  We used a 
portion of that profit to purchase a 
warehouse in Bellevue, KY. This 
warehouse is a bit smaller, but still 
has plenty of room to house our 
Find A Need And Fill It  program.  In 
2019, I made 78 trips over the river 
to give away beds and furniture!!!   
 
MARCH was spent moving into our 
new space.  Rather than move eve-
rything, we opened the warehouse 
to our neighbors and donated a lot 
of furniture and beds at that time. 
 
APRIL was our Easter Feast of Love 
Dinner where we served 220 meals.  
[Thanks to all who helped!] 
 
MAY was Camp S’more. We took 64 
students combined from Rees E. 
Price and Winton Hills Academy 
and had a blast eating ice cream 
with every meal, including break-
fast!!! 
 
JUNE AND JULY were spent in 
meetings over the merger.  Ralph 

Williams of Christ’s Community in 
College Hill and I spent many hours 
seeking God concerning the mer-
ger and the logistics...Whew. 
 
AUGUST 1ST, Christ’s Community in 
College Hill and Feast of Love offi-
cially became The Heartbeat of the 
City. The merger allows for the ex-
pansion of both ministries.  We are 
both excited about the great things 
God will do with The Heartbeat of 
the City.  Feast of Love was the sur-
viving entity, so the tax ID number 
remains the same. 
 
AUGUST was also the month for 
Tools for Schools.  We were able to 
serve 34 area schools.  The schools 
love this program and especially 
love coming to pick up the supplies 
and the personal prayers they re-
ceive from the distribution teams. 
 
SEPTEMBER was spent planning 
for the October Camp S’more.  We 
took 40 Rockdale students to 
camp.  As always, the Rockdale stu-
dents were amazing!!! 
 
NOVEMBER was our annual 
Thanksgiving Day Dinner where we 
served 180 meals in house.  We took 
15 meals to the District 5 Police Of-
fice in College Hill.  Leftovers went 
to the men from The Heritage 

House which is a place for heroin 
addicts to get to know Jesus and 
get clean. 
 
DECEMBER was our annual Christ-
mas Feast Dinner.  This year the 
dinner was held at Grace Episcopal.  
We worked with Grace Episcopal 
and Second Chance Ministries to 
serve over 200.  It was really a bless-
ing to minister with these amazing 
people. 
 
Also, in December enough support 
was raised for the purchase of 20 
beds for our Sleeping Sound pro-
gram.  This brings the total to 275 
beds provided!!!   
 
Now that brings us to 2020 and 
God only knows what He has in 
store for The Heartbeat of the City 
and you! Look for more info in fu-
ture Bell Tower News articles. 
 
IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS, PLEASE 
FEEL FREE TO CONTACT ME: 
 
Beverly Graves:  Co-Executive Direc-
tor with Ralph Williams of The 
Heartbeat of the City 
beverlygraves@mac.com 
513.541-5676 extension 1167 



 
 

SUPPORT THE FOLKS RENEWING THE HILL 

Host your friends for the  

146th Kentucky Derby  

at Historic  
Laurel Court Mansion 

5870 Belmont Ave

 

Buy tickets online or by phone, 

and print tickets from home. Pro-

vide attendee information for each 

ticket. Contact the CHCURC Office 

(513) 681-1551 or 1551 Marlowe Ave, 

45224 to pay by check.  Volunteers 

needed.  

 

 

CHPC HERITAGE QUIZ 

 

Q: Where is this sign ‘From The 

Sunday School of this Church’  

located?  What’s it about?  

 

A: It’s one of a pair of windows. 

The other reads, “ IN MEMORI-

AM Mary J Pyle  1823-1887.”  

You’ll find it on your right as you 

enter the worship area from the 

Atrium. It’s a unique testimonial 

to a woman who impacted the 

lives of many.  

 

NO QUIZ FOR APRIL, but take time 

to see the art display in the 

‘historic chapel area,’ formerly 

overflow seating. Designers: Avril 

Warren with Mark Evans, Barry 

Stare  & Greg Fischer.  The 



WHAT’S UP ON THE HILL? 

Prepared by the College Hill Community Urban Redevelopment 
Corporation — CH CURC  

More information and photos at www. CHCURC.com 

Discover the Avenue 

College Hill is an active urban village filled with eclectic businesses and 

restaurants surrounded by varied and desirable housing of distinctive 

architecture. These features, along with strong public and private 

educational institutions, a library, churches, parks and green space, make 

College Hill a destination for families couples, and singles of all ages who 

desire urban convenience, great dining, community gatherings, and 

engaged residents.  College Hill — genuinely urban, comfortably livable.  
Bars and Eateries  (number reference to the map) 

3 College Hill Coffee Company & Casual Gourmet 

7 Bacalls Cafe 

9 Marty’s Hops & Vines 

20 KiKi Japanese Restaurant 

23 Rasheedah’s Cafe 

28 Shaker’s Club 

34 Chung Ching Chinese Restaurant 

37 LaRosa’s Pizzeria 

41 Hook Fish & Chicken 

51 King of Hook Fish Express 

59 Brink Brewing Company - award-winning microbrewery 

60 The Rock Cafe 

61 Red Rose Pizzeria 

62 Tortilleria Garcia Mexican Restaurant 
Shopping 

3 College Hill Coffee Company & Casual Gourmet 

6 Inspire Salon & Boutique 

8 Schwartz Jewelers 

9 Marty’s Hops & Vines - fine wines and beverages 

10 Silk Road Textiles - fabrics and lessons 

12 Fern Floral/Events     15 GPX Convenience Store 

30 Hamilton Labs      30 Sashayed624 

31 Wireless Plus One / Smoke Shop 
32 The Lord’s Bounty   35 G & Shirley’s Vitamin Shop 

45 Family Dollar   49 City Gear 

54 Metro PCS   56  Pop Up Shop 

66 Moon Beauty Supplies 71 A&S Fashions 



 
 

The College Hill Presbyterian 

Church (CHPC) and the  College Hill 

community were part the 

Cincinnati Museum Center’s 

Heritage Tour of Historic Churches 

last November. Experience a reprise 

of that multimedia talk by Sharlyn & 

Barry Stare at ‘Supper Club’  on 

Monday, March 23rd. 

 ‘Get High on the Hill’ covers 

a lot of ground — history, civics and 

people — visionaries who were part 

of a grand social experiment and 

were passionate about the 

Kingdom of God. Hear the stories of 

men and women who formed 

College Hill out a primeval 

wilderness, and left an enduring 

legacy. Why was Hamilton Ave was 

known as the ‘Road to Freedom?’ 

How did College Hill get its name? 

Why was CHPC’s first worship 

space designed to seat 800 and 

furnished by the women of the 

church?  

  Supper Club offers senior 

adults a chance to invite friends 

from the community to join them 

for an evening of great food, 

friendship and personal 

enrichment. The venue for Supper 

Club is CHPC, 5742 Hamilton Ave, 

45224.  

  Come for the professionally 

catered dinner at 6pm. Call Sally 

Auble 741-3125 for dinner 

reservations ($12 per person). And/

or come for the free program about 

7pm.  

“DINNER & A SHOW” DEAL 

Lenten Puzzle Answer:  

 

Matthew 
Joel  
Ecclesiastes 
Genesis 
Mark 
Isaiah 
Psalm 
1 Peter 
John 
 

He is risen! 

Did you have a great time at 
Alpha and want to invite oth-
ers to participate? Great! The 
next Alpha is scheduled to 
start Thursday, April 23.  It will 
include dinner, video and dis-
cussion just like we did. If you 
want to join the team who 
organizes our Alpha then we 
would love for you to serve 

with us.  The more the merri-
er. Any questions contact Jin-
da and Janet 
at alpha@chpc.org.  If you 
want to do Alpha in your 
home or school, we can help 
you do that too.   

Alpha Follow-Up 

mailto:alpha@chpc.org


2ND ANNUAL CHPC KIDS EASTER EGG HUNT 

Have an idea for Belltower News? 
Belltower News has a writing team that meets monthly to write, collect, and edit 
articles so that we can make the best publication possible. If you’d like to be in-

cluded, submit an article send it to  

worshipadmin@chpc.org 

The submission deadline for the April edition is noon on March 25th. 

It’s back!  Donations are once again 
needed for our Easter day kids’ egg 
hunt!  You can drop off candy, as 
well as plastic egg donations (new 

only, please) at the Front Desk 
during normal church business 
hours, or on any Sunday morning.  

Let’s make this even bigger and 
better than last year’s hunt! 

SAVING YOUR MARRIAGE BEFORE (AND AFTER) IT STARTS 

 

 

A course designed by years of research from Drs. Les & Leslie Parrott will help couples in all 

seasons of a relationship from dating/engaged to years of marriage.  An interactive course 

with your partner will help equip and enrich your relationship.  The course includes DVD, 

workbook exercises with your spouse and group discussion as you learn from one another.  

Join the team from the counseling ministry for a seven week course meeting on Wednes-

days, March 11 – April 29 from 7-8:30 PM.  Cost: $50 includes all course material.  Scholar-

ships available.  For more information contact the counseling center at 513-541-5676, x1163.  

Register no later than March 9 at chpc.org/events 


