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Alpha—Sunday Mornings in January and February 

Why are we doing Alpha on 

Sunday morning?   

This fall, we participated in a 
Transformation Consultation which 
resulted in our session and 
congregation affirming a variety of 
prescriptions and goals for CHPC as 
we seek God’s leading to be a 
growing, diverse community of 
Jesus followers.  The approved 
report prescribed the Alpha 
program for the whole church on 
Sunday morning so that we 
improve our capacity to share our 
faith with others and invite them to 
join us in following Jesus together.  
Alpha had over 1.3 million 
participants last year in over 100 
countries.  They do evangelism well 

and we want to learn from them.   

What is Alpha?  

Sharing our faith can be 
challenging.  Alpha provides an 
easy tool to share our faith by 
modeling an appealing way to 
share the Christian faith with 
others, as well as providing a 
gathering to invite others to attend 
also.   

The gathering is designed to be a 
low-pressure way to discuss the big 
questions in life. Alpha creates a 
space where people are invited to 
explore the Christian faith in an 
atmosphere that is safe and 
respectful.  The talks will 
communicate the basics of the 
gospel, so all can learn together.  All 

guests are encouraged to share 
honestly what they think and 
believe without judgment.   

Every Alpha session has three key 
ingredients:  

Food – Alpha is relational. And 
nothing builds relationships like 
sharing food together. Each Alpha 
session starts with a meal. 

Talk – Every week there is a talk 
[delivered in person or video 
episode] that explores the basics of 
the Christian faith. 

Discussion – After the talk, there is 
a time of discussion in small groups 
where guests can share their 
thoughts and questions. 

Continued on next page... 



ALPHA (CONTINUED) 

What will we do on Sunday 

morning for Alpha?  

From January 12 to February 23, we 
will all meet in the Fellowship Hall 
and follow this schedule: 

9:30 am  Breakfast – a full meal will 
be provided.  Food will be available 
until 9:55.   

10:00 am  Prayer and Praise – the 
choir and band will rotate Sundays 
as they lead us in praise. 

10:15 am  Talk – the basic elements 
of the Christian faith will be 
presented either live or in video 
form.   

10:45 am  Group Discussion – each 
table will have 1 or 2 leaders to help 
facilitate the discussion in a safe 
and secure environment to 
promote authentic interaction. 

11:25 – 11:30 am  Closing – Offering 
and Connection Cards will be 
collected as we depart.   

How can I participate in Alpha?   

Pray: Everyone can pray for those 
who attend, those who serve, and 
all the discussions. 

Attend: Everyone should attend 
the seven Sundays of Alpha at 
CHPC starting January 12.   

Serve: Each table needs hosts and 
helpers.  The Food team needs help 
with preparing breakfast. A team is 
needed to set-up before our 
meeting and clean-up after our 
meeting.  A planning team is being 
developed for the next Alpha we 
will do off-campus for those outside 
of the church starting after Easter.  
If you want to serve, email Pastor 
Drew at dsmith@chpc.org.   

Invite: Invite others to come with 
you.  If you have friends outside of 
the church who would more likely 
attend Alpha on a Sunday morning, 
then invite them to attend with 
you.  For those who will not attend 
an event at a church building, then 
you can invite them to attend the 
April Alpha which will be off-
campus.   

What happens after this all-

church Alpha ends on February 

22?   

We will host Alpha at a variety of 
places and times to provide 
opportunities to discuss the crucial 
questions of life and faith in an 
appealing and safe environment.  
Our next Alpha will start after 
Easter in an off-campus location.  
More details will follow. 

 The two worship services, 
per the prescriptions, will restart 
Sunday, March 1.  The traditional 
service will move back 9:00 am in  
the sanctuary.  All in attendance 
will sit together in the main hall.  
The contemporary service will take 
place at 10:30 am in the Fellowship 
Hall.  The pastors and worship 
leaders think this is the best plan 
for both services.  Each service will 
have a space designed specifically 
for their unique character.  Also, the 
thirty-minute interlude between 
services will not cause such a 
bottleneck to tear down from the 
first service and set up for the 
second.  

 

 

  

CHPC Heritage Quiz 

Q: Where will 
you find this 
image in the 
CHPC 
worship 
area? What is 
it, and what 
does it 
mean?  
A: It’s one of 
71 windows in the main worship 
building. Go to the balcony for 
the best view of it. It’s Matt 25:1-13 
about the 10 virgins awaiting the 
bridegroom. 

JANUARY  

HERITAGE QUIZ 

Q:  Where will you 
find this image in 
the CHPC 
worship area? 
What is it, and 
what does it do?  

mailto:dsmith@chpc.org


On October 27, part of our 
congregational meeting on was 
used to allow Covenant Partner 
[members] to ask questions and to 
provide feedback on Paul Borden’s 
prescription for CHPC’s future. My 
husband Barry and I had been out 
of the country when Paul visited 
and formulated his proposal. So, as 
a newly elected Session Elder, I 
listened intently.  
 I had been CHPC’s 
denominational liaison for 40 years, 
and had witnessed the birth of the 
Covenant Order of Evangelical 
Prebyterians.  As the ECO website 
[www.eco-pres.org] notes:  As ECO 
began, the desire was not simply to 
create another denomination, but 
to truly be a movement that 
recaptures the best of our 
Presbyterian and Reformed 
heritage to saturate our broken 
and hurting world with the 
transforming power of Jesus Christ.  
From the outset, the ECO leaders 
warned, “Change is messy.” It would 
be.  
 For us, attending the annual 
ECO gatherings has been like 
reading new chapters in an 
adventure book. Barry and I had 
met Paul Borden at a gathering.  
He was one of the keynote speakers 
in 2017  and shared practical tools 
for building flourishing churches 
that make disciples of Jesus Christ.  
We were thrilled when we heard he 
would be a resource for CHPC.    
 So when I studied Paul’s 
prescription and listened on 
October 27th, I found myself 
envisioning all the people who will 
be affected by the proposal.  

 In God’s timing,  I received a 
blog from my niece, Jessica.  She is 
a national leader in an industry 
concerned with the whole person – 
body, mind and spirit.  She’s always 
been an extrovert, so her story 
surprised me a bit. It caused me to 
view new or prospective CHPC 
visitors in a new light. God is 
building His family. Our challenge is 
to trust Him and step outside our 
comfort zone in His power. I can 
hardly wait to see what God has in 
store for CHPC.  

WELCOMING  THE NEWBIE  

I attended the annual conference of 
one of my industry groups this 
weekend. It’s a weekend I look 
forward to all year. I get to connect 
with old friends, have late night 
conversations and meet social 
media friends in real life. It was NOT 
always this way. 
 The first time I attended I 
didn’t know a soul. I didn’t make a 
lot of new friends or suddenly have 
magical contacts in the industry.  I 
skipped out on dinners to hide and 
order room service. But I did leave 
with a new found confidence and 
the beginning of a journey I 
couldn’t see at the time. 
 It is NOT easy to step outside 
our comfort zones. It is NOT easy to 

make new friends or be the newbie. 
It is NOT easy to be the only person 
sitting alone. It is NOT easy to walk 
into a room [or a church] when you 
assume everyone knows each 
other. But taking those first steps 
are necessary if you want to be a 
part of something bigger. 
 I knew I needed and wanted 
to connect with others even if I 
didn’t know exactly why.  I kept 
going back and knew more and 
more people each year. I joined the 
leadership because I wanted to 
learn and contribute. I reached out 

to people I 
admired 
through 
email and 
social media, 
and they 
have now 
become 
some of my 
closest 
friends. I 

invited them to participate in 
events with me or sometimes just 
have a coffee the next time we’re 
together.  
 I’m not saying that being 
alone and doing room service aren’t 
important But they can’t be my 
constant mode of operation. At 
some point I realized that human 
connection is vital. 

WELCOMING THE ‘NEWBIES’ 

By Sam Stare, Newly Elected Elder, and Jessica Stare Valant 

I’ve been a Newbie. I bet 
you’ve been one too at some 
time.  Join me in stepping 
outside our comfort zone and 
welcoming others in the 
name of The One who says, “I 
was a stranger and you invit-
ed me in.”  



15-SECOND (PLUS) TESTIMONIES 

By Kelly Hibbett 

Last month, Brandon Woodard led 
us in four evangelism training 
sessions, during which he 
introduced us to the concept of the 
“15-second Testimony.” These quick 
snapshots of our walk with Christ 
are a tool we can use to help us 
communicate how the Gospel story 
has changed our lives to those God 
sends our way as we go about our 
day. 
 Brandon summarized these 
testimonies through a simple 
diagram, and then we each made 
the pattern our own: 

 
 There was a time when I was 

_____ and _____ (fill in two 
adjectives to describe your life 
before you knew Jesus). 

 When I first learned about 
Jesus, I _____  and _____ (fill in 
what you learned/understood/
realized and what you decided). 

 Now my life is filled with 
_____  and _____  (fill in two 
nouns). 

 Make an invitation: Do you have 
a story like this? 

 
As we shared our testimonies with 
each other, it was striking to see 

how God broke through our 
resistance to bring us to Him in 
ways that were unique and 
personal. 
 

Colleen Scheid 

There was a time when I was really 
success-focused and felt depressed 
a lot.  At 16, I heard the story of 
Jesus, that I was forgiven. I decided 
to follow Him.   Now I know I’m 
already accepted by God and I have 
a lot more joy.  Do you have any 
experience like that? 
 

Dianna North 

In junior high I read the New 
Testament a lot, especially Jesus' 
words. My aunt loaned me a 
fictional book about the centurion 
that was in charge of the Roman 
soldiers who crucified Jesus. When 
I read the part about the 
crucifixion, I stopped and thought 
about how He died for my sins, too. 
I really felt this in my heart. I was 
tearful and I still feel that way when 
I think about it. I didn't understand 
what "accepting Jesus as Lord" 
meant then, but I know I have felt 
different and closer to God since 
that day.  
 

Chris Evans 

There was a time when I was 
rebellious and deceitful.  Then I 

heard the Gospel, that my sins were 
forgiven, and I experienced a 
profound sense of peace and a new 
purpose for my life. 
 

Gene Gosselink 

There was a time when I knew 
about Jesus, but I did not know 
Him very personally.  I thought that 
head knowledge plus “being good” 
would get me through the pearly 
gates.  I gradually learned from life 
and God’s word that this was a 
futile approach. The good news of 
grace from a personal savior 
gradually broke through. I find my 
life now has more meaning, more 
purpose and less fear. Do you have 
a story like this? 
 
 In 2 Corinthians 5:17 Paul 
seems to sum it all up: “Therefore, if 
anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation. The old has passed away; 
behold, the new has come.” 

Although many of us feel 
uncomfortable evangelizing, no 
one can deny what a beautiful story 
this is to share. Variations of the 
“Fifteen-second Testimony” seem 
to be a powerful way to capture 
how Jesus has transformed our 
lives so that we can share it as we 
go, “mak[ing] disciples of all 
nations” (Matthew 28:19).  

Have you tried giving online? It is quick, convenient, and mobile friendly! You can set up a 

one time or recurring gift to the general budget or Regeneration. www.chpc.org/give. 

 

Addicted to texting? Now you can text to give!  

Text (513)854-1604. Enter the $ amount you want to give. That’s it! You will be asked to 

complete a short form the first time you text. 



 
 

MEET KATIE ALEXANDER 

By Marybelle Chapman 

TAKING DOWN THE CHRISTMAS TREE 

It’s always a little sad when we take 
the Christmas tree down. I wish I 
could leave it up all year. I wrap my 
ornaments carefully in tissue paper 
and place them in a good strong 
box. You see, I’ve spent twenty 
Christmases overseas, never quite 
sure where I would be the next 
year. So I’m in the habit of packing 
them carefully. I used to wonder, 
“Where will I be unpacking them 
next year?” 

 It was the custom for my 
grandchildren to decorate the tree. 
I would let them unwrap each 
ornament and I told them the story 
of each one, “This was my mother’s 
… Dan made that one when he was 
a little boy … my friends Sam and 
Barry brought that one all the way 
from Italy … I bought that one in 
Germany at a Christmas Market.” 
There’s one ornament that’s 
particularly ugly. Kendra always 
remembered to put it way in the 

back of the tree. Yes, I know it’s 
ugly, but it is precious. It’s the only 
ornament I have from my mother’s 
collection. It’s old, faded and frail, 
but I wrap it more carefully than all 
the others each year. 

 I have collected a lot of 
ornaments over the years. I never 
buy them anymore. For many years 
I had two or three or maybe even 
four given to me. Sometimes I 
didn’t put them all on the tree and 
would leave a few in the box. Then 
a year or two later, the tissue paper 
would come off and I’d say, “Oh, 
yes, I forgot that one, let’s put it 
there on that branch.”  

Ornaments are like friends. Some 
are a little cracked. Some are old. 
Some are not very attractive but 
came into my life with so much 
love that only death can part us. 
Some friends are exquisitely 
beautiful, and I love to show them 
off. Sometimes my friends move 

away, and I wrap their memories 
carefully and put them in a box. 
But a phone call or an e-mail 
unpacks them in my mind, and I 
see their beauty again, remember 
their funny little idiosyncrasies, and 
laugh aloud about great times we 
shared.  

 When our daughter, Robyn, 
was a little girl she said, “When I 
grow up, I’m going to buy a big 
house and have everybody I love 
live there with me.” A good idea. 
Why can’t we have all our friends 
within arm’s reach every single 
moment? C.S. Lewis had the same 
idea when he wrote, “Christians 
never see each other for the last 
time.” Because, you see, that good 
strong box will be opened some 
day in a far-away country, and we’ll 
unpack those treasures never to be 
wrapped up in tissue again. And 
the Christmas tree will stay up all 
year long. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Meet Katie Alexander  as we 
welcome her in the part-time 
position of Administrative 
Assistant for the Care, Counseling 
and Connecting Ministries as she 
works alongside Jeanne 
Schneider.  Keep reading to meet 
more of the Care and Counseling 
Center’s new interns. 
 

 

 

 

 

A little over a year ago I 
finished up my Masters 
degree in Clinical Mental 
Health Counseling at Xavier 
University, where I 
completed my counseling 
internship at CHPC. Since 
then I have moved into a 
private practice role and 
am working towards 
becoming an independently 
licensed professional 
counselor. While I love the 
work I do with my clients, I 
also have a passion for 
service and faith. I am 
thrilled to be back at CHPC 
in the Care, Counseling and 
Connection ministry where I 
am able to join together my 
passions and build into the 
church! 



CARE AND COUNSELING INTERNS 

By Jeanne Schneider 

Care & Counseling Ministries has 
had over 1500 counseling & 
listening sessions this year with 
people seeking spiritual and 
emotional healing.  We serve 
people throughout the Tri-state 
area with the hope of Christ’s 
transformation in their life.  Also, 
through the support of the church 
we equip graduate students who 
complete counseling internships as 
God uses them as vessels of hope 
and healing in their client’s lives.   
We welcome two new students this 
month who will be with us for the 
year (see below).  If you or someone 
you know are in need of counseling, 
please call the Care Center at 513-
541-5676, x1163. 

Tonya Banks 
is a native of 
Cincinnati, 
Ohio and a 
graduate of 
Xavier 
University, 
where she 
received a Bachelor of Liberal Arts 
degree.  

With over twenty-five years in 

support roles, Tonya’s previous 
positions range from Health Unit 
Coordinator to Political Campaign 
Manager. Tonya has served on 
several councils and boards 
including, the Greater Cincinnati 
Regional Food Policy Council, 
Curriculum President for Future 
Leaders of Over-the-Rhine, The 
Child Poverty Collaborative and the 
Human Services Advisory Board for 
the City of Cincinnati.  

An advocate for the underserved 
and mentor for youth, Tonya has 
volunteered countless hours of 
service to youth programs and 
Cincinnati Public Schools. Her 
Spiritual gift of service is magnetic 
in drawing unlikely people together 
for a common goal.  

Tonya owns a small business called 
“Suga in the City.”  The brand’s 
mission is to empower life with 
love, through storytelling and 
creating vision boards. Tonya is a 
strengths-based cheerleader for 
humanity, whose mission in life is 
to inspire and empower people to 
live out their God-given gifts. 

Tonya will receive her Master’s 
degree in Clinical Mental Health 
and Counseling from Xavier 
University in May 2021 and is 
excited to join the College Hill 
Presbyterian community.     

My name is Priscilla Foertmeyer. I 
grew up in Northern Kentucky and 
received my BA in Public Relations 
from Northern Kentucky University. 
I am married and have four young 
sons. I am 
currently pursuing 
my MA in Clinical 
Mental Health 
Counseling from 
Liberty University.  

Ministering to 
people has been a 
calling on my family for multiple 
generations. After high school, I 
thought I would be a missionary 
and this took me around the world. 
The Lord has brought me back here 
to the Greater Cincinnati area. Now 
that I have a family here, my heart 
is still to care for people. I am 
excited and hopeful to serve in this 
next step of my journey.  

FIGHT NIGHT 2020 

Join us this year for a fun, relation-
ship building simulcast with Les & 
Leslie Parrot.  This is a great event to 
invite couples.  There will be great 
take-aways for all couples on effec-
tive communication and conflict res-
olution.  Open to all couples from 
dating to those married for years.  
Couples will enjoy refreshments in-
cluding drinks, appetizers and des-

serts.  Also, child care is available.  
The cost is only $25 for a super fun 
date night.  Sign up at chpc.org/
events.  Space is limited.  Contact 
Jeanne Schneider at jschnei-
der@chpc.org with questions.    
There will also be lots of opportuni-
ties to serve from welcoming, child 
care and food.  If you would like to 
help contact Jeanne Schneider. 

Saturday, February 29, 2020, 4 PM – 7 PM 

mailto:jschneider@chpc.org
mailto:jschneider@chpc.org


NEW YEAR, NEW PLAYLIST 

 

“Stand by Me” 
Ben E. King (1961) 
“It only took me about 5 seconds to 
come up with my answer: 
 
Oh, I won't be afraid 
Just as long as you stand 
Stand by me. 
 
This reminds me that Jesus will al-
ways be there with me, no matter 
what.  This was particularly true 
when I was going through my di-
vorce.” 
 

--Tom Riechel 
 
“Grace” 
U2 
“‘Grace’ personifies it as a woman, 
giving us lovely images of the grace 
of God.” 
 

--Colleen Scheid 
 
“Murder in the City” 
Avett Brothers 
“The refrain is: 
 
‘Always remember there is nothing 
worth sharing like the love that lets 
us share our name.’   
 
The Avett brothers are singing about 
family, but I also sing it as a prayer 
about the gift of our Christian family 
and the gift it is to love one another.” 

--Susan Jorgensen 
 
“Top of the World” 
Karen Carpenter 
“A love song that describes our love 
for God.  Things are definitely not 
the same once we know Him!  I es-
pecially like these lines: 
Somethin' in the wind has learned 
my name, 
And it's tellin' me that things are not 
the same. 
In the leaves on the trees and the 
touch of the breeze 

There's a pleasin' sense of happiness 
for me. 
Ruach Elohim!” 
 

--Kelly Hibbett 
“Play Me” 
Neil Diamond 
“Probably pretty out-there, but I 
have always liked this song. Not all 
the words match, but there are 
some really good ones: 
 
For I’ve been lonely in need of some-
one… 
You are the Sun, I am the moon, You 
are the words, I am the tune, 
Play me. 
Songs He sang to me…words that 
rang in me…and what was right be-
came me. 
You are the Sun, I am the moon, You 
are the words, I am the tune 
Play me. 
And so it was that I came to travel 
upon a road that was thorned and 
narrow… 
another grace would save me. 
You are the Sun, I am the moon, You 
are the words, I am the tune 
Play me. 
 
Just like He uses our bodies to do 
His will. He is the hand; we are just 
the gloves! And I’ve always loved the 
sweetness of the melody.” 

--Nancy Shryock 
“Annie’s Song” 
John Denver  

--Marybelle Chapman 
 
 
“Have You Never Been Mellow?” 
Olivia Newton John 
“A longer version of Brandon 
Woodard’s “15-second Testimony.”  I 
don’t believe mellowness is a fruit of 
the spirit, or is the 1970s synonym for 
peace?” 

--Kelly Hibbett 
 
 

“You Light Up My Life” 
“Google says it was written by Jo-
seph Brooks. And I didn’t even know 
Joe wrote songs.” 

--Marybelle Chapman 
--Seconded by Ann Bass 

 
“Somebody to Love” 
Queen 
“It’s an expression of the God-
shaped blank in us, that we all desire 
to be loved and that desire is fulfilled 
in God.” 

--Bill Custer 
 
“Rocky Mountain High” 
John Denver 
He was born in the summer of his 
27th year 
Coming home to a place he'd never 
been before 
He left yesterday behind him, you 
might say he was born again 
You might say he found a key for 
every door 
“Need I say more?” 

--Anonymous 

What secular songs touch your heart when heard with a Christian mindset? 

Collected by Kelly Hibbett 



WE ARE ONE BODY 

France Weaver says she and her 
husband Bryce could not have 
navigated their journey together 
without God’s help.  She comes 
from Switzerland, he the United 
States; she grew up in the reform 
church tradition, he in Church of 
the Brethren; she has only one 
sister, and Bryce is from a family of 
five children.  Both graduate 
students, their marriage was 
challenged by year-long 
separations. 
 France came to the States to 
complete a doctoral degree in 
Health Policy and Management.  
Shortly after arriving in Chapel Hill, 
N.C., she met Bryce who was 
completing a Masters Degree in 
Mathematics.  They dated for five 
years before marrying.  Their faith 
was important to both of them, but 
they were challenged by the 
differences in church traditions.  
France grew up near Geneva where 
the influence of John Calvin and 
reformed theology were strongly 
felt.  She attended holiday services 
in an Evangelical Reform Church as 
a child with her parents.  When she 
was 14 years old, she began a year 
of classes to prepare for her first 
communion.  She became active 
and a leader in her youth group, 
but in college she stopped 
practicing her faith.  When she 
arrived in North Carolina, she was 
perplexed by the existence of 
church denominations.  When 
grew up in Switzerland, the 
Protestant Church was only divided 
by varying branches of the 
Evangelical Reform Church.  New to 
the States, she attended church 
with Bryce and found the idea of a 
personal experience or spiritual 
illumination frightening, contrasted 
with her more intellectual 
experience of faith.  They visited 
various churches.  France credits 
the recovery of her faith to Bryce.  

She says it is 
Bryce’s open-
mindedness and 
his understanding 
of people and 
ability to see God’s 
action in different 
churches that has 
helped her grow 
in her beliefs.   
 Their first 
year of separation 
occurred when 
Bryce left for Penn 
State University to 
begin his 
Doctorate.  France 
joined him when 
her doctoral work 
was completed.  
The last year of 
Bryce’s study, 
France found 
employment in 
Switzerland.  This 
initiated another 
year of separation 
before Bryce 
completed his 
degree and joined 
her.  The long-
distance 
relationship was a 
time of spiritual 
testing for her.  
They returned to the States when 
Bryce did a Fellowship in 
Mathematics at Indiana University.  
There, they met a Catholic Priest 
who helped them both recover an 
active connection with God.   
 Jobs eventually brought 
them to Cincinnati.  On their initial 
visit to CHPC, Bryce discerned the 
Holy Spirit at work in our midst.  
They also feel at home with us 
because CHPC is “a church open to 
intellectual discussions”.    
 France works in research 
and teaches at Xavier University.  
She considers her students her 

mission.  As this article goes to 
press, she is on her way to 
Switzerland to celebrate Christmas 
in snow covered mountains.  
Villagers walk together to church 
after dark on Christmas Eve.  The 
sanctuary is filled with lights and 
the joy of children who participate 
in the service.  Afterward, all will 
return home to share a meal 
together as they have done since 
France was a child.   
 
 Jim Warner arrived in 
Cincinnati in 1967 to get an 
architectural degree from the 

By Cheryl Schaeffner 

In Him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord.  And in 
Him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by His Spirit.  Eph. 2:21 



University of Cincinnati. Coming 
from a West Virginia town of 15,000 
to a campus of 35,000 was 
daunting.  His education began 
with a taxi ride to campus when the 
driver locked the cab doors and 
placed a revolver in the visor 
because of the recent race riots in 
the city.  When they arrived, Jim 
saw the National Guard cruising the 
campus in jeeps with machine 
guns. Jim experienced a spiritual 
crisis, finding that his Christian 
upbringing was totally 
disconnected from the existential 
threats the world was experiencing. 
He began a life-long quest to 
discover the Bible’s relevancy to 
real life issues.   
 Jim grew up in the Church 
of Christ where scripture teaching 
was constricted to a salvation 
gospel with little application to 
social issues.  Jim’s father modeled 
being a thinking man who always 
asked probing questions. Jim vividly 
remembers his father baptizing 
him at the age of 12.  Afterwards, 
“rising to new life” he remembers 
everything looked brilliant and 
clean, including the thousands of 
stars in the sky. This experience and 
his father’s teachings sustained Jim 
as he began his spiritual quest.  He 
continued to attend a CofC, but was 
“jarred” when the pastor lost his job 
because he believed the gifts of the 
Spirit were still available to 
believers, as was being brought to 
light by the Charismatic Movement.  
This led to discovering all of the 
Bible verses dealing with spiritual 
gifts and becoming part of a prayer 
group of ex-CofC people. 
 Jim married Robynn in1972, 
finding her to be his soulmate who 
felt the same spiritual disconnects 
and who was passionate about civil 
rights for African-Americans. He 
joined her and her family in 
attending their home church, a 
token black Church of Christ 
congregation in Madisonville.  Their 
pastor, Herbert Belle, had been a 

civil rights activist.  Jim’s education 
on racism continued with a life 
changing experience  as an 
architectural co-op student.  He 
joined a multi-disciplined design 
team designing improvements to 
Findlay Market and Over the Rhine.  
He came face-to-face with deep 
racial tension between 
impoverished Appalachian white 
people and black people in the 
OTR.  He had to come to terms with 
his own fear and stereotypes when 
he was asked to do a housing 
survey of OTR. His black classmate 
in their storefront studio helped 
him break down his stereotypes as 
they met street people who walked 
into their studio; people such as 
Lucius, an alcoholic veteran, who 
drank to still his memories of 
savage fights with white racist 
sailors and Laura, a white disabled 
“bag lady” who could recite Byron 
by heart.  They became real people 
to Jim and he said his heart was 
broken for the people trapped in 
OTR.  Jim continued searching 
scriptures, discovering Jesus’s heart 
for all peoples. 
 After graduation, Jim and 
Robynn became involved in the 
Community of Jesus.  Along with 
Scott Rice, they found their way to 

CHPC in 1978. When Marybelle 
Chapman issued a call to form a 
small group who studied Ron 
Sider’s book, Rich Christians in an 
Age of Hunger, they joined.  This 
study opened up “a whole realm of 
scripture” focused on hunger and 
poverty.  Jim’s work as a design 
architect led him to concern about 
environmental health and its effect, 
particularly, on the health of the 
poor.  He became  a “green” 
architect designing 
environmentally responsive 
buildings and part of an 
international movement dealing 
with the threat of climate change.  
He became a Champion for 
Creation Care with the Evangelical 
Environmental Network.     In each 
chapter of Jim’s life, different parts 
of scripture have unfolded.  He 
believes strongly, as the story of 
Eden reveals, in the reconciliation of 
people to God, each other and 
Creation.  
 Jim has served as elder and 
deacon.   Currently, he uses his gifts 
on the Regeneration Team and 
various committees to further 
develop community among us. 
 

 

 



What if Christmas was NOT the 
time for giving? 
 In the Bible, Matthew 2:1-12 
describes the Magi of the East 
following a star in search of the 
‘King of the Jews’ that they might 
worship him. When they found the 
Christ child, they bowed before 
Him, gave gifts of gold, 
frankincense & myrrh and returned 
home. They appear in only this 
Gospel.  
 Church tradition has 
numbered them at three, and 
made them ‘kings’ - men of means, 
able to travel and to converse with 
powerful people. Wisdom and 
familiarity with the stars and the 
heavens are their hallmarks.  
   Our friends and CHPC 
global workers in Northern Iraq 
shed more light on the kings :  “On 
January 6, the global Church will 
celebrate Epiphany, or the 

‘revealing’— through the account of 
the Wise Men who journeyed from 
afar — that the Christ child was not 
just the promised Messiah for the 
Jews, but for all peoples. Some 
scholars think the wise men may 
have been Medes, believed by the 
Kurds to be their ancestors.  Some 
even identify the mountain plateau 
city of Amedy as where the wise 
men may have come from. Amedy 
was famous as a center for 
astronomy, the ‘science’ that led 
the wise men to follow the star to 
Bethlehem.” 
 

CONSIDER THIS  

Catholics and Orthodox Christians 
have intentionally distinguished 
between Christmas — the birth of 
Christ, and Epiphany — the 
adoration of the Magi. In many 
traditions, this has manifested itself 
in a wise way. The focus of 

Christmas is on celebrating Christ 
— God with us, The Presence. 
Christmas is celebrated by doing 
acts of service and charity. Then, in 
contrast, Three Kings Day is 
celebrated as the occasion for The 
Presents — gift-giving to others.  
 Of course, the marketing 
folks and those who refuse to 
acknowledge the real reason for 
the season would go crazy. The 
lights, tinsel, fragrances, toys and 
elves are designed to submerge the 
real Christmas, one centered on 
Jesus . Nevertheless, Wise Men (and 
Women) still seek Him.  
 

SHIFT THE FOCUS OF CHRISTMAS 

Prayerfully consider ways that God 
might want you to change your 
2020 holiday celebrations. Our 
friends serve  thousands of  Kurds & 
Christian refugees who today 
retrace the Magi’s steps, fleeing the 
conflict in Syria and Turkey. We 
have a chance to support work 
“among the descendants of those 
who first gave to Christ.”  The CHPC 
Mission Team disburses support for 
global workers year ‘round.  
 My mother said, “No gifts I 
have to dust!“ So she was honored 
by our donating funds, time and 
prayers in her name.  Local kids had 
beds from Sleeping Sound, and 
supplies thru Tools for Schools. The 
poor had lives transformed 
through World Vision, Heifer 
Project, SonLight Power, City 
Gospel Mission, etc.  Mom followed 
the effects of those gifts 
throughout the year. Together we 
experienced the real Christmas all 
year long.   

By Sharlyn Stare 

JOOS VAN DER BEKE VAN CLEVE -  ADORATION OF THE MAGI, CA. 1525 

CHRISTMAS VS THREE KINGS DAY 



MUSIC FOR BODY, MIND, & SOUL 

By Sharlyn Stare, Photos by Mark Evans 

WHAT A PRIVILEGE and WHAT FUN!   
The Cincinnati Opera invited CHPC  
to host Emmy Award winning 
Adrienne Danrich’s one-woman 
show “This Little Light of Mine” on 

Sunday, Nov 17 at 4pm. 
 In 2006, the Cincinnati Opera 
commissioned Ms. Danrich to write, 
perform and tell the stories of two 
women who paved the way for thou-

sands of African-Americans in the 
Arts, Marian Anderson & Leontyne 
Price. Marian — the first African 
American singer to perform at the 
White House and sing with the NYC 
Metropolitan Opera. Leontyne — the 
first African American singer to 
achieve an inter-national opera rep-
utation.  
 The production, described as 
a live documentary, included story-
telling, images and music. Far from a 
‘diva,’ Danrich gained immediate 
rapport with audience when she 
slipped off her high heels.  She 
mezmerized the crowd with a  high-
quality, exciting  experience.  
 The Opera, CHPC and Arts 
Revival of College Hill partnered to 
host the evening. 31 volunteers 
served more than 350 attendees 
from the CH community and the 
city. We look forward to hosting 
many more excellent music out-
reach events.   

Projected Images Made The Stories Come Alive 

The Concert Was A Worshipful  

Experience And A Joy To Share 



LORD’S BOUNTY SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS 

Have an idea for Belltower News? 
Belltower News has a writing team that meets monthly to write, collect, and edit 
articles so that we can make the best publication possible. If you’d like to be in-

cluded, submit an article send it to  

worshipadmin@chpc.org 

The submission deadlines for February edition is 5pm on January 27th. 

The Lord's Bounty is a non-profit 
re-sale shop in College Hill.  All 
proceeds from the sale of gently 
used clothing and household 
items are used in the College 
Hill community for scholarship 
assistance and local non-profit 
ministries.  

Scholarships are available for 
the 2020-2021 school year for 

undergraduate college or 
technical training beyond high 
school to students who live in 
College Hill or attend a College 
Hill church.  Scholarships were 
awarded to 13 students for the 
2019-2020 school year. 

Request a scholarship 
application for the 2020-2021 
school year by sending a self-

addressed stamped envelope 
to: 

The Lord’s Bounty, 5852 
Hamilton Ave, Cincinnati, 
45224. 

All scholarship application 
materials must be received by 
January 31, 2020 to be eligible. 

ABOUT THE ECO 2020 GATHERING 

A core value of our denomination is 
Mutual Spurring — a great theme 
for a conference, especially one 
held in Dallas Texas!  Hebrews 10:24 
says: “And let us consider how we 
may spur one another on toward 
love and good deeds.”  
   
One of the strengths of ECO is how 
we challenge one another to 
constantly growing in Christ.  In the 
midst of such growth, we often 
have the greatest impact for Christ. 
We are not alone on our ministry 
journey. We are interconnected  

with churches and covenant 
partners across the country who 
want us and our congregation to 
flourish.  
 The 2020 annual Gathering 
is Feb 3-6.  Go to 
ECOnationalgathering.org for 
details and videos of previous 
Gatherings. Five full-time staff, two 
Session Elders, two CHPC Synod 
reps and a Covenant Partner 
(member) are attending. Pray that 
the Team will listen and learn well 
together. 

By Sharlyn Stare 

Worship Reminder 

From January 12th to February 23rd.   

Worship will take place from 9:30  -  11:30 am 


