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SABBATICAL RETURN

Hello CHPC!  Thank you so much for 
granting me a fantastic three-month 
pastoral sabbatical.  If you need a 
refresher on what I look like, I’m the 
one on the left and Nate; my son is the 
one on the right.

We had the glorious experience of 
hiking and camping for four days in the 
Grand Canyon.  What a tremendous 
adventure.  Hanging out in something 
so gigantic and beautiful helps put life 
in proper perspective.  God’s plan for 
the creation dwarfs us all, but what a 
joy to be in the middle of it.   

The three months of the sabbatical 
provided the space and pace to rest 
and play and enjoy God and God’s 
creation.  Besides the hike with Nate, 
I spent several weeks with Cathy at 
conferences for pastors and spouses, 
on vacation, visiting friends and 

visiting our daughters 
in Chicago.  The Smith 
family gained a son-in-
law!  I also got to do some 
work around the house 
like moving some bushes, 

taking down some dead trees, and 
planting some new trees.   

I fi gured I needed to plant some trees 
since I killed enough of them writing 
and re-writing my dissertation.  I have 
completed writing fi ve of the seven 
chapters.  I would love to share what 
I have learned. It would actually be a 
help for you to join in the discussion.   
I’ll be sharing the material on three 
Tuesday nights in January at 7 pm. I am 
focusing on God’s development of the 
church throughout history and how it 
relates to CHPC today in our journey 
to be a church that looks like heaven.    

January 8 – Theology of the Church 
– What do we learn from the Bible? 
January 15- History of the Church – 
What do we learn from our past?  
January 22 – Sociology of the Church 
– What do we learn from our world?   

The next to last week of the sabbatical, 
I spent at a silent retreat with the 
Benedictine Monks at Gethsemane 
Abbey about an hour south of 
Louisville.  The afternoons were spent 
not planting but hiking among the 
trees.  As I walked the trail, gratitude 
fl ooded my soul.  What a privilege 
to have three months to refl ect and 
celebrate.  I realized the gift of health, 
meaningful work, and relationships of 
depth and joy.  Gratitude to God fi lled 
me.  I realized how many different 
people and churches like CHPC have 
infl uenced, blessed and formed me.  
I was overwhelmed.   

Then, amid the forest, in my spirit I felt 
God’s response, “You’re welcome.”  It 
was as if with a wink and a chuckle 
God replied to me.  I’ve never thought 
of God saying, “You’re welcome.”  
Each of you is part of God’s, “You’re 
welcome.”  You are part of God’s gift 
that I celebrated and continue to enjoy.    

Now, I look forward to getting back to 
God’s work and planting his church 
deep and wide. Blessings!  

By Rev. Drew Smith



ONE MORE YEAR!
The Regeneration Team

CHPC is just about to complete year 2 
of our 3-year regeneration campaign. 
We thank you for being faithful in 
meeting your pledges so that we can 
prepare our campus for current and 
future generations to get to know 
Jesus. As we enter the fi nal year of the 
campaign, here is a snapshot of our 
regeneration projects.

The regeneration team includes 
professionals in construction, fi nance, 
architecture and law, and we believe 
we have spent your money wisely and 
frugally. The chart on the opposite 
page includes actual costs for the 
projects we have completed (rounded 
for simplicity) as well as money spent 
to date for the projects currently in 

process. The costs for future projects 
are estimates. As you probably 
experience in your own remodeling 
projects, sometimes unexpected costs 
crop up (i.e. if you fi nd a leak behind 
your drywall that needs to be fi xed, 
etc.), so the costs in the current and 
future projects will change. 

Also included in the Current Projects 
column are three items that are 
ongoing: Missions Funding, Major 
Repairs Reserves and Capital 
Equipment Reserves. We are putting 
10% of your gifts directly into Missions 
– 5% into Church Planting and 5% into 
Global Missions. We also committed 
to re-build the reserve funds and 
contribute to those funds monthly.

In order to complete the future 
projects, we need you to continue to 
give generously and meet your pledge. 
Before the regeneration team starts 
each project, we confi rm that we have 
brought in adequate funds to cover 
our costs. We need every dollar that 
was pledged to complete the projects 
on our list! If we receive more than 
we expect, we will be able to make 
additional improvements. If you have 
recently joined our community, it is 
not too late to join the effort! You can 
simply mark down “regeneration” on 
the memo line of your check, or give 
online to the regeneration fund.

Thank you for your generosity and your 
commitment to CHPC!  



Regeneration	Financial	Breakdown	

Status	 Project	 Cost	

ü Funding	Requested	 $2,200,000		

ü Funding	Pledged	 $2,409,200		

t Funding	Received	 $1,556,400		

¹ Funding	Outstanding	 $852,800		

	

Status	 Project	 Cost	 Status	 Project	 Cost	 Status	 Project	 Cost	

These	Projects	Are	Completed	 These	Project	are	in	Process	 These	Projects	Are	Coming	Soon	

ü 
Repair	Roof	over	
Barnabas	 $170,800		 t 

Ministry	Center	
Basement	Remodel	 $387,500		 ¹ Renovate	Youth	Areas	 $115,000		

ü 
Restore	and	
Renovate	Stained	
Glass	Windows	

$137,000		 t Missions	Funding	 $240,920		 ¹ 
Replace	Fireside	Room	
Carpet	 $46,400		

ü 
Parking	Lot	Re-
paving	 $108,800		 t 

Capital	Equipment	
Reserves	 $100,000		 ¹ 

Fellowship	Hall	
Renovations	 $75,000		

ü 
Replace	Chiller	
(HVAC)	system	in	
Barnabas	Center	

$76,800		 t 
Major	Repair	
Reserves	 $100,000		 ¹ 

Supplemental	Lighting	
in	Sanctuary	 $75,000		

ü 
Concrete	Repairs	
around	Campus	

$66,500		 t 
Replace	Obsolete	
controls	for	HVAC	
System	

$92,500		 ¹ 
Replace	Gutters	on	
Ministry	Center	

$25,000		

ü 

Upgrade	A/V	
Equipment	&	
Monitors	in	
Sanctuary	

$48,000		 t 
Security	Alarm	
System	

$66,100		 ¹ Landscaping	 $20,000		

ü New	Logo/Branding	 $22,800		 t 
Exterior	Signage	
(including	Hamilton	
Avenue	Sign)	

$41,000		 ¹ 
New	Storm	Windows	for	
Care	Center	

$15,000		

ü 
New	Monitors	on	
Campus	

$20,000		 t 
Access	System	–	
Electronic	Access	to	
Doors	on	Campus	

$37,000		 ¹ 
Repair	Fencing	Around	
Parking	Lot	

$10,000		

ü 
Expand	Coverage	of	
Security	Cameras	 $16,000		 t Professional	Services	 $35,000		 	   

ü 
Fireside	Room	
Window	
Replacements	

$15,600		 t 
Interior	Signage	
(Identify	rooms,	
directions)	

$32,000		 	   

ü 
Mechanical	
Upgrades	 $11,000		 t 

Upgrade	Technology	
throughout	the	
campus	

$13,800		 	   

ü 
Replace	Flooring	in	
Sanctuary	Narthex	

$10,400		
	      

ü Fire	Alarm	System	 $8,800		 	      

ü 
Replace	Exhaust	
Fans	in	Kitchen	 $8,570		 	      

ü 
New	Coffee	Cart	
and	Coffee	System	 $8,200		 	      

ü Create	new	Website	 $6,800		
	      

ü 
Eliminate	need	for	
Server	 $2,600		 	      

	

REGENERATION
FINANCIAL BREAKDOWN



GIVE HOPE FOR THE HOLIDAYS. . .
By Sharlyn Stare

HOLIDAY GATHERINGS 
CAN REALLY BE BATTLEFIELDS.

You know the scenario —  the 
holiday dinner was intended to 
bring the family together.  Then, the 
conversation wandered into some 
‘forbidden’ subject — politics,  a 
contended inheritance, a forgotten 
act or long-standing grudge.  Deadly 
words are exchanged. Somebody 
leaves in a huff.  Years go by with one 
part of the family not speaking to the 
other.  

John & Laura Shindeldecker, CHPC 
members ministering overseas, 
wondered why so many followers of 
Jesus, the Prince of Peace, leave their 
confl icts unresolved or refuse to serve 
as God’s peacemaker with others? 
Based on more than 25 years working 
around the world with people and 
groups in confl ict,  they concluded:
(1) People don’t know where to start;  
and 
(2) They’re afraid they’ll make a 

A TASTE OF HONEY: SAVE THE DATE
Joyful Noise Children’s Choir of College Hill Presbyterian Church 
Cordially invites you to come, taste the African American Experience-
A Luncheon of Celebration of African American Cuisine as closure to Black 
History Month on Sunday February 24, 2019 starting at 12:00 P.M.-3:00 P.M.   
Musical Entertainment!  
Look for more details in the next issue of the Belltower News  

mistake. They’ve tried, it didn’t work, 
and they’ve lost hope for reconciliation.

Yet Jesus promised, “Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they shall be called 
the children of God” (Matthew 5:9).  

John Shindeldecker writes, “An 
interpersonal conflict can be 
complicated.  Its resolution doesn’t 
have to be. Welcome to the Peace 
Pursuit Handbook —  Biblical, practical, 
and accessible tools for resolving 
interpersonal confl icts.” There is hope.

Like following a simple road map, users 
are prepared and guided through 
steps that work in real situations  — 
even those where deep pain and 
discouragement hinders Christian 
fellowship, and division has saddened 
the heart of God.

A GREAT GIFT IDEA. Order the book 
from Amazon.com [released Nov 6, 
2018]. Pray that God’s peace would be 
empowered through its use.  

 

www.PeacePursuit.org



AN IDEAL CHRISTMAS GIFT
By Sharlyn Stare

LOOKING FOR AN 
IDEAL CHRISTMAS GIFT? 
Give a good night’s rest. 

Sleeping Sound is a ministry of Feast 
of Love (FOL) specifi cally designed 
to provide beds to children in need.  
Many children in the Cincinnati area 
are sleeping on the fl oor. Studies 
prove that children perform and 
behave better in school with a good 
night’s rest. Feast of Love as a non-
profi t ministry receives tax deductible 
donations, buys mattresses at bulk 
prices, and coordinates delivery of 
the beds. 

HOW ARE CHILDREN 
SELECTED? 
Sleeping Sound works 
with the Principals and 
teachers of many of 
the same Cincinnati 
area schools who are 

recipients of Tools 
for Schools supplies 
each fall. These 
schools serve many 
students whose 
family incomes are 
below the poverty 
level. The Principals 
and school staff 

identify children in real need. They 
know because they have an ongoing 
relationship with the recipients.   

WHAT KINDS OF BEDS ARE 
PURCHASED? COST? 
Feast of Love’s goal is to buy at least 
500 twin mattress sets with bed bug 
encasements and sheets. These are 
hotel quality mattresses to insure that 
they last. Twin mattresses are $270 a 
set. Bed bug encasement and sheets 
are $70. The child gets to choose their 
own  blanket.  So $275 provides a 
complete bed. 

 WHO DELIVERS THE BEDS?
Bev Graves, FOL Director, has 
developed an excellent relationship 
with the Cincinnati Police Department 
Off-duty Police deliver the beds. That’s 
a win-win for all. At a time when police 
want to improve their relationships 
with the community, this is a perfect 
marriage. 

WHY IS THIS AN IDEAL GIFT?
Someone on your giving list tough 
to buy for? Or one who moans about 
‘something else to dust?’ Consider this.  
Barry and I sent the information about 
Sleeping Sound to our family with the 
suggestion that they honor us and 
bless others by making a donation in 
our name. We also made a donation.  

Our whole family slept soundly
knowing that we had made a real 
difference in the life of a child...on the
birthday of the Holy Child, Jesus, who 
like these school children had no bed 
on which to lay their head.  

TO DONATE CONTACT BEV GRAVES

(513) 541-5676, or online 
www.gofundme.com/sleepingsound .

Taste Of Honey menu will consist of:



PEOPLE IN THE PEWS: CHRISTMAS MEMORIES
Cheryl Schaeffner and Kelly Hibbett

Even in the midst of the secularized 
Christmas that bombards us each 
December with its encouragement 
to buy more and want more, it has 
always been and will always be our 
love for Jesus and for each other that 
truly matters.  

Paul and Favia Leary
For Christmas, Paul and Favia 
enjoy doing for others rather 
than just focusing on self.  Last 
year, they “adopted” a family 
who had lost their house in a 
fi re.  Buying pajamas and gifts 
for the family’s three children 
defi nitely put the Leary family 
in the Christmas spirit.

Marybelle Chapman
Marybelle and Chappie’s two 
older boys grew up in Africa with 
no TV to tell them what they 
were going to get for Christmas.  
They each got two gifts and 
thought it was absolutely 
wonderful. Marybelle says that 
“all of this advertising the kids 
see wrecks it.”

Robyn Russell
Robyn fondly recalls the simplicity 
of Christmas during her eighth 
grade year when her family fi rst 
moved to Egypt to be missionaries: 
“There was no materialism, no 
advertising, no hype.  Just us...our 
family focused on the real reason for 
Christmas.” The memory of seeing 
a live Christmas pageant sticks with 

her to this day because it made the 
story real for her.

Robyn still tries to keep Christmas 
simple and focused on Christ.  She 
and her husband do not overspend 
or go above and beyond. Three gifts 
apiece is plenty, since the true gift is 
the one born in a stable in Bethlehem.

Hubie Mann, Chappie, Robyn, Terrie 

Mann, Lindsey Mann, Marybelle (1984)

Kathy Reder
Ten-year-old Kathy had her heart 
set on a bicycle for Christmas, 
but it had been a diffi cult year, 
and her mother made it clear 
that they couldn’t afford it. On 
Christmas morning, though, a royal 
blue Schwinn was waiting for her 
beside the tree. Kathy’s father had 
gone out to get it for her on Christ-
mas Eve.

She still fondly recalls that it was a 
warm Christmas, and she rode that 

bike up and down the driveway the 
rest of the day.  She had borrowed a 
friend’s bike prior to having her own, 
so she was able to bypass the training 
wheels.

That bicycle was the start of many 
years of biking adventures for 
Kathy. She rode it to school every 
day, balancing her bookbag on the 
handlebars, and became an avid 
cyclist. Once, she and a friend went 
on a nine-week trip through the Mid-

west, and she later led many Girl 
Scout bicycle trips.



PEOPLE IN THE PEWS: CHRISTMAS MEMORIES

Jennie Key
One of Jennie’s most tender 
memories is of her grandson at 
CHPC’s Christmas Eve service when 
he was just 2 or 3 years old.  As 
the congregation sang carols and 
shared the lighting of the candles, 
her grandson was completely fi lled 
with wonder at being allowed to 
hold his own candle. She can still 
see him cradling it in his little 
hands, waiting for it to be lit.  

Cathy Lowe
Cathy cherishes the time she 
spends with loved ones at her 
family’s Christmas party.  Singing 
carols for their dessert is always a 
highlight of the evening, especially 
when they perform “The Twelve 

Marion Eberhardt
Marion’s family observed Catholic 
practices. Her special memory is 
of returning home after midnight 
mass to fi nd the stockings they had 
left hanging on the door fi lled with 
goodies.  When they stepped into 
their home, they found it decorated 
and the tree ready with presents 
underneath. Singing carols to-
gether was a special part of their 

Connie Phipps
Connie laughed as she shared 
favorite Christmas memories of 
holding “bathroom conferences” 
with her sister early on Christmas 
mornings. When they awakened, 
they knew they did not dare go 
downstairs before their parents 
arose. They met in the bathroom 
between their bedrooms to 
wonder and anticipate together.  
When their father awakened, he 
would go downstairs and light 
the tree that their parents had 
decorated the night before. He 
would return to lead the family 
downstairs. Always walking in 
the same order, Connie was 
the youngest and last child to 
descend full of anticipation to 
see the lights of the tree and 
the presents waiting. It sounds 
like Connie held a very special 
place in this family.

As the fl ame danced upward and the 
church resonated with the strains 
of “Silent Night,” he started singing 
“Happy Birthday.”  Folks around them 
just had to laugh at the cuteness of 
it, but when he got to the fi nal line-
-”Happy birthday, dear Jesus,” the 
lumps in people’s throats turned the 
merriment to awe as they shared 
in the wonder of the moment.  For 
Jennie, it was so touching to “realize 
that at such a young age, he got it.  
The story was deep in his young heart.”

Days of Christmas” and each family 
gets its own “day” to sing.  Although 
her family is rather small, when all 
of their friends gather with them, 
there are more than enough “days” 
and love to go around.

tradition for Marion as she listened 
to her father’s strong, baritone voice 
over the others.



Pamela Koniak
Pam remembers special 
Christmas celebrations when 
she returned home from college 
to celebrate Christmas with 
her family.  The church services 
shine particularly bright in her 
mind. Five choirs gathered to 
sing.  One soloist traditionally 
sang “O Holy Night” each year.  
Pam was always happy to see 
how her mother was blessed 
by singing in the choir.   Pam’s 
special part in the service was 
the lighting of the candles, a 
task that touched her heart as 
she thought of the gift Jesus is 
to her.  

France Weaver
France’s family would gather on 
Christmas Eve in the Switzerland 
countryside and walk from 
the farm to the church for a 
9 p.m. service.  Arriving cold, 
they opened the door and 
entered into the warmth and 
beauty of the sanctuary.  France 
particularly remembers the 
live nativity and the children 
participating.  At the end of 
the service, they bundled up 
to return through the winter 
beauty of the country and enjoy 
their Christmas meal together. 

Michele Benson
When Michele was little, her 
grandparents would spend all 
Christmas Day with her family.  
Sometime in the afternoon, 
her grandparents would 
gather everyone together to 
lie in front of the fi replace so 
they could take a nap.  Michele 
cherishes that memory, the 
family all together, safe and 
warm on Christmas Day. 
She’ll never forget all of those 
moments snuggled up with 
her grandparents and listening 
to her grandpa’s funny stories 
that “made [them] all laugh 
and laugh.”

Julia Powell
One Christmas in her childhood, 
Julia was certain there would 
be no gifts under the tree.  It 
had been a diffi cult year, so she 
dared not even hope.  But on 
Christmas morning, the children 
got a surprise that Julia treasures 
to this day.  Under the tree was 
a doll house and a special doll 
baby, the fi rst black baby doll 
she had ever seen.  As diffi cult as 
times were, the memory of that 
Christmas is magical and will 
forever hold a place in her heart.

Uzoma Onyegbulam
Uzoma immediately knew her 
favorite memory was Christmas 
of last year.  In November, she and 
her family experienced a fl ood 
that destroyed everything in their 
basement.  This included a freezer 
full of food and all their Christmas 
decorations.  The family was 
devastated.  Many of you helped 
restore their basement.  They were 
grateful with heavy hearts.  Uzoma 
did not know what they would do 
for Christmas.  A central part of 
their celebration has always been 
decorating their Christmas tree that 

stood almost to the ceiling.  The 
empty space would be a reminder 
of what they had lost.  Answering 
an unexpected knock at the door 
one day, Uzoma opened it to meet 
a stranger delivering a tree from 
an organization that had heard 
about their situation.  The tree 
was brought into their living room 
complete with boxes of ornaments.  
They lost no time in decorating it.  
The tree fi lled the corner where the 
former one had stood and cast a 
colorful glow through the room, a 
reminder of God’s gift of Jesus, sent 
to us so unexpectedly.



LEARNING TO DANCE IN THE RAIN
By Marybelle Chapman

My life totally changed December 8 
last year when Chappie’s oncologist 
diagnosed him with pancreatic cancer. 
I cried all the next day and threw up 
half the night.

Those first weeks after the diagnosis, 
folks would ask how they could pray 
for me. I knew I needed strength for 
what was coming and peace down 
deep in my soul. God answered these 
prayers.  I felt a peace that passed 
understanding. I still had fits of tears, 
but most of the time I found a strength 
I never imagined I could have to care 
for Chappie as his needs grew more 
and more complex.

During his illness we all prayed for 
Chappie. Of course, we prayed for his 
miraculous healing; we knew God 
was able. But as the months passed, 
it became clear that his earthly life 
was ending. Prayers were for God’s 
perfect will to be done, that Chappie 
would know God’s comfort and that 
he would gently fall into the arms of 
Jesus. Those prayers were answered.

I had more than 64 years of living with 
this strong, healthy, active man, who 
seldom caught a cold and never had 
a headache. His six-month struggle 
seemed unbearable to me. Chappie 
was calm and cheerful only losing his 
cool because his body wasn’t obeying 
him. But his overall nature was positive 
and kind.

Our life together – starting when we 
began dating in college – was centered 

around his call from God. He told me 
on our first date that he was going to 
be a missionary in Africa. Serving God 
was the most important part of our life 
together. What would my world be like 
without this high-spirited, Christian 
soul-mate who encouraged me and 
prayed for me daily? He was always 
the strong one.

I dreaded what was coming and 
couldn’t imagine life without him. 
When he was in our apartment, he 
talked to me constantly. Could I survive 
in a quiet house all alone? I had never 
lived alone. I went from my Mom 
and Dad, to my college roommate, 
to Chappie.

A few weeks ago I visited a good friend 
and saw an attractive little plaque 
that read:

“Life is not about waiting for the storm 
to pass,

it’s about learning to dance in the rain.”

After I had commented on it several 
times, she said, “Here, take it. You really 
like it. It’s yours.” I brought it home and 
put it on my shelf.

Hmm! Dancing in the rain. Hmm! It 
would be easier to go to bed and wait 
for the storm to pass. People say you 
adjust. People say it gets better with 
time. Let’s just wait it out. But the 
thought wouldn’t leave me – dancing 
in the rain. You have to have energy 
and gumption to get out there in 

that storm and dance. You have to 
be strong to endure the pelting rain 
drops on your face.

It’s still raining! I’m just beginning to 
learn. I’ve stepped out in the storm a 
few times, but I quickly come back 
where it’s warm and dry.

 I want to dance. I want to be that 
strong Christian that trusts God 
completely, “rejoicing in all things.” 
But I’m not. I still cry easily. When 
people get sentimental, and speak 
“comforting words” to me, I lose it. I 
went to two grief sessions and cried 
through both of them.

I want to get out there and dance in 
this storm. I’m trying to learn how to 
dance in the rain, but it’s very hard. I 
still need divine strength.            

So pray for me (and all who are 
grieving) as Paul prayed for the church. 

“I pray that out of his 
glorious riches he may 
strengthen you with 
power in his Spirit in 
your inner being.” 
Ephesians 3:16  



Kelly Hibbett

JOURNEYS

The stories of the journeys that 
led us all to College Hill clearly 
reveal how God’s hand has been at 
work in all of our lives.  He is truly 
answering our prayers to make 
us into His community, connect 
us in Jesus, lead us to serve the 
world, help us to Celebrate Him, 
and empower us to greater works 
than Jesus. How truly great is 
our God!

As with so many of us, Julie and Matt 
Wilbur found their way to CHPC through 
family connections.  Their daughter 

and son-in-law, Kristen and Jeff Martin, 
were members, and whenever Julie and 
Matt were in town, they accompanied 
them to church.  In 2010, when they 
moved right next door to Kristen and 
Jeff, CHPC became their church home. 
The couple found everyone here so 
friendly, and they soon found ways to 
get involved, Matt becoming an elder, 
and Julie participating in Tuesday 
morning Bible studies and working 
at the front desk. 

In 2013, encouraged by their daughter 
and son-in-law, the Wilburs got involved 
with Safe Families for Children and 
did their training right here at church.  
Through that organization, they have 
provided temporary foster care for 
children of families in crisis. Julie believes 
that helping to keep these children safe 
has given her a real sense of purpose, 
as she is trying to do God’s will.  Julie 
and Matt have sheltered many children 
over the years, and they keep in close 
contact with about half of them.  The 
children visit regularly, especially around 

holidays, and even ask to go to church 
with them. Seeds have defi nitely been 
planted!  Three children, in particular, 
frequently come to church with the 
Wilburs, and the oldest asks lots of 
faith-related questions about things 
she has heard or things that happen 
in church.  Recently, the children were 
bubbling over with excitement, sharing 
stories from and asking questions about 
the hundreds of pages they had read 
in the children’s pew Bibles.

Indeed, Julie often sees God moving 
in the lives of the children she helps.  
Something as seemingly small as the 
little girl who was a victim of domestic 
violence turning to God in prayer, 
signifi es great things as the Wilburs 
plant the seeds of faith. As we all know, 
the smallest of these seeds can branch 
out into trees larger than all the plants 
in the garden.  And like the birds in 
Jesus’ parable, these little ones have a 
safe place to make a nest in the Wilburs’ 
home and a permanent one in the 
abiding love of their heavenly Father.

Kristen and Jeff Martin found their 
place at CHPC about twelve years ago 
when they had just gotten married and 
were seeking a church home.  To that 
end, they tried out many of the bigger 
churches but nothing felt right.  Jeff, 
though, had been riding the bus to 
work every day and passed this pretty 
Presbyterian church on the corner that 
caught his attention.  Since Kristen had 
grown up Presbyterian, they decided 
to give it a try and knew right away 
that CHPC was the place for them.  

They immediately got involved, joining 
the bell choir and soon helping Tony 
Buxel and Mike Jorgensen to build 
the youth group.  

The Martins had been hosting an 
informal youth group on their own, 
inviting Kristen’s sixth grader students 
on outings to COSI, Broadway plays, 
and for gatherings at their home. 
When the numbers began to soar, the 
Martins plugged into the church and 
began using the van to transport kids 

to Sunday night youth group meetings 
at CHPC. 

These days, the Martin home has grown 
substantially, with twelve children, 
ages 1-17, and CHPC has become a 
family affair.  

These days, the Martin home has grown 
substantially, with twelve children, 
ages 1-17, and CHPC has become a 
family affair.  

The stories of the journeys that 
led us all to College Hill clearly 
reveal how God’s hand has been at 
work in all of our lives.  He is truly 
answering our prayers to make 
us into His community, connect 
us in Jesus, lead us to serve the 
world, help us to Celebrate Him, 
and empower us to greater works 
than Jesus. How truly great is 
our God!



NOTES OF GRATITUDE FROM OCTOBER/ NOVEMBER 2018
By Janet Dumford

During our Congregational Meeting on 
October 28, 2018, the Session shared 
many reasons CHPC has to be grateful 
for all that God is doing amongst us. 
Those included:

New members (and new baby, Milo 
Battoclette); 

ReGeneration campaign and facilities; 

Ability to host Easter Seals and IHN; 

Three Cs Nursery School’s 50th 
anniversary and increase in enrollment; 

Gospel Project has had more than 140 
adult participants; 

Faithful Sunday School teachers – 
many have been teaching for several 
years; 

Our relationship with Pleasant Hill 
Academy – CHPC was invited to 
provide a Prayer Room during their 
Faith, Family, Fun Night; 

Whiz Kids/ Treehouse – 22 kids being 
tutored this year; more African 
American men becoming tutors; 

Discipleship opportunities through 
IGNITE and WOVEN. Woven had 20 
women participate in an overnight 
Fall retreat; 

Ability to give Drew & Cathy a three 
month sabbatical; 

Our staff covering for Drew and Mike, 

Darryll, and Jeanne preaching during 
the 3 months.

We then asked our congregation 
to share what they are grateful for 
by writing on paper pumpkins and 
posting them in Fellowship Hall. Their 
responses included:

The Good Lord; God’s grace;  Salvation 
by Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; God’s 
faithful protection and presence in 
my life; God’s unfailing love, mercy 
and grace; What God is doing in our 
congregation and will do in its future

Thankful for family and friends- 
Children, Grandchildren and Great-
grandchildren; A wife that loves 
me; My husband; Daddy is coming 
home; Good parents; Being loved 
and supported by my family, for my 
family taking care of me; My brother 
who came here from out of town; My 
momma and daddy

Being at College Hill Presbyterian 
Church and being saved; New 
musicians at 11 o’clock service; New 
members and new officers; The CHPC 
Orchestra and being a part of it; For 
new insights from God’s Word thru 
preaching and from study and reading; 
Diversity and quality of worship; For a 
deeply committed small group; For 
leadership following God’s heart to 
be a multiethnic community; Biblical 
preaching and teaching; Church family 
giving us a chance to grow in Christ; 
My wonderful, generous church and 
their presence in the community; 

Singing “O Zion Haste” – great worship 
music; The choir and pipe organ

Food and Life; Good health; Successful 
surgery for friend’s son; Having a job; 
Having a home, food, shelter; Medical 
help; For each day of health and work 
as God meets all my needs; My life and 
a reasonable portion of health and 
strength; Those who take seriously 
the caring for of widows; Clean water; 
Being able to touch the lives of youth 
at my job; Being able to walk without 
pain; Today; Good coffee; For the Lord 
making me ME! Faithful and generous 
people; Waking me up this morning; 
The Earth; Healing my niece

My cats! I can make new friends; 
Education; For getting straight A’s; 
good grades; Christmas and all 
holidays

I am grateful for each one of you  - 
thank you for sharing! May this Advent 
season bring you closer to God with 
praise and thanksgiving on your lips! 
With love, joy, peace and hope!  
  



A CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION

Join us on December 17 for a very 
special Supper Club. After a gourmet 
meal, we will have the privilege of 
hearing Mark Murphy, a baritone/tenor 
gospel soloist and recording artist.

Mark is a graduate of Olivet Nazarene 
University and was voted one of the 
top fi ve vocal soloists at the National 
Quartet Convention’s Solo Contest. 
Years of ministry have taken Mark in 
extensive travel through the United 
States, the United Kingdom, the 
Caribbean and Canada, singing over 
300 days a year.

His ministry has included: serving as 
a vocal soloist and speaker in special 
events such as church services, 
retreats, and concerts, he has sung 
on TBN, and ministered in special 
memorial services for 9/11, Flight 800, 
and the Oklahoma City bombing 
victims which was broadcasted on 

CNN. Mark has multiple 
recordings on CD’s which 
include some of his original 
music.

Mark is married to Julie, 
his college sweetheart, 
who is an oncology nurse. 
They make their home in 
Selma, Indiana and have 
three adult children and 
four grandchildren. Recently 
Mark was miraculously cured 
of stage four colon cancer 
and is happy to tell the story 
of God’s special touch on 
his life. His ministry exists to 
bring hope to the hopeless, 
healing to the sick and to 
point each listener to the Giver of all 
these things – Jesus Christ.  

This Christmas Celebration will be in 
the Fellowship Hall, Monday evening, 

December 17. Dinner will be served at 
6:15 PM. The cost is $12 to be paid at 
the door. You must make a reservation 
by December 13 by calling Sally Auble 
at 741-3125. 



December 2nd: What are we waiting for?  Hope

December 9th: What are we waiting for? Peace
Handbell Choir and Ballet Refl ect at 9 am service. 

December 16th: What are we waiting for? Love
Jesus University at 9 am service.

December 23rd: What are we waiting for?  Joy
Orchestra and Handbell Choir at 9 am

Christmas Eve: 5 pm & 8 pm
Worship band, Joyful Noise Children’s Choir, Jesus University at 5 pm

Choir and dance at 8 pm

YOU’RE INVITED THIS ADVENT!  

As we reach out to welcome new 
people into our community this 
Advent, be sure to remember all 
the special music that will be going 
on. Below is a list of special worship 
ensembles that will be at CHPC this 
month. Keep these groups in mind 
as you invite friends and family for 
worship. For example, if you know 
someone who is interested in seeing 
the orchestra, then be sure to invite 
them on December 23rd at the 9 am 
service.  

Kelly Hibbett

THE WORD IN WORDLE

From which Gospel is this Christmas word cloud formed? (Answer on back)



CONGRATULATIONS MARY KAUFMANN
By Sue Breiner

Have you ever noticed a beautiful 
butterfl y?  It stays with you for a while 
and then fl ies off to its next adventure.  
We in College Hill are blessed to have 
our own butterfl y in Mary Kaufmann.

Our Mary Kaufmann reminds one of 
a butterfl y.  She comes to volunteer, 
enriching the lives of many and leaving 
to follow her next sharing/giving 
adventure.

Mary is truly an amazing person.  She 
uses her God-given talents endlessly 
while seeming to avoid the spotlight 
and any other attention. The night Mary 
received the Josh Weiser Award, she 
sat in the back of the room wearing a 
butterfl y on her shoulder. The crafted 
butterfl y had been given to her by one 
of the children with whom she works.

The Josh Weiser Award is usually given 
on a yearly basis by the College Hill 
Forum.  Mr. Weiser, a former CHPC 
member, was a lifelong resident of 
College Hill and a co-founder of the 
Forum. Recipients of this prestigious 
award have all shared the passion 
of commitment to College Hill.  “No 
community can survive or thrive 
without volunteers,” said Phyllis Slusher, 
College Hill Forum president, and Mary 
Kaufmann fi ts and fi lls that mold.

Even though Mary “fl ies” away from 
attention, her work has been experienced 
and appreciated all over College Hill 
for many years. Her dedication to her 
community and sharing her knowledge 
with children makes her a perfect 
recipient of the 2018 Josh Weiser Award.

The Pumpkin Patch Fall Festival was 
one of Mary’s efforts. The original Farm 
Market was held at the location of the 
fi rehouse. Mary felt that closing the 
Market with a celebration was “a nice 
idea.” During this celebration, she led 
children in creating craft projects.

At the expanded Pumpkin Patch, Mary 
now has a tent full of craft opportunities 
for children.  Her craft projects have 
always had a nature-related theme.

The College Hill Gardeners has benefi ted 
from Mary’s expertise since the 
beginning of the organization. She is 
highly involved with the Gardeners’ 
plant sale, making numerous trips to 
Great Oaks Greenhouse to plant and 
tend to the fl owers and vegetables 
that are sold to support the Pumpkin 
Patch event. Some of her plants grace 
the planters at Red Center and the 
triangles on Belmont Avenue.  She 
also cares for the planted containers.

You’ve probably heard the phrase, 
“Bloom where you are planted.” These 
words personify Mary.  Both College Hill 
and the children benefi t from Mary’s 
dedication, diligence and love for her 
community.  

Take Mary’s advice…”Never call a 
yellow jacket a bee!”

Jim Bodmer, Treasurer of College
Hill Forum, presenting Mary 
Kaufmann the Josh Weiser Award.

Our Butterfl y!



MAURIE LOOMANS REMEMBERED: 1933-2018
By Sharlyn Stare  

As CHPC’s Historian, I’d be remiss 
if I failed to note the death of Elder 
Maurie Loomans on Nov 5, 2018 at 
age 85.  Maurie was a brilliant research 
scientist at P&G and held several 
patents. He and his wife, Lorraine 
served as a powerful ministry team 
for 61 years. A noted theologian once 
asked Lorraine about her credentials. 
She said, “I hear God!” It was true for 
both of them. Maurie and Lorraine 
actively invited many hurting people 
into their lives and home. They loved 
anyone with a deep need. They lived 
Isaiah 61 and were God’s instruments 
to heal the broken-hearted and set the 
captives free.

Rev Dr Gary Sweeten, former CHPC 
Minister of Christian Discipleship, 
wrote that Maurie served at CHPC 
“at a time when, to my knowledge, 
no church or conservative Christian 
organization even thought about 
integrating and equipping God’s 
people in the Bible, psychology, 

relationships and charismatic healing 
gifts of the Spirit.”  

In 1976, CHPC’s Discipleship Ministry 
gathered a few people to pray about 
how to “Equip God’s people to DO the 
work of the ministry”. Ephesians 4:11-
25. Maurie and Lorraine were part of 
a team who heard God’s Spirit say to 
establish a ministry center to ‘teach 
Christians how to be the church, a 
powerful healing comm-unity.’  That 
vision bore abundant fruit at CHPC 
and in the lives of millions of people 
around the world. CHPC’s World-
wide Equipping Center, Equipping 
Ministries Int’l,  Lifeway Counseling 
and many other ministries grew and 
overfl owed into what  was described 
as ‘wholeness in the Lord — in Greek 
Teleios.’

In 1995, believing that God had clearly 
spoken to CHPC’s Session and leaders 
to start a 2nd church, Maurie was one 
of the midwives who helped birth 

MAURIE LOOMANS
SERVANT OF THE LORD.

the Evangelical Community Church. 
He served  as a ‘shepherding elder’ 
there and around the world until he 
graduated to the Church Triumphant.    

Please pray for Lorraine and the 
Looman’s family — Gary, Julie, and 
Dan, as well as the grandchildren.  

Did you know you can fi nd registration forms, listen to 
sermons, and pay your tithe online?

It’s easy! Visit chpc.org

Did you know you can fi nd registration forms, listen to 
sermons, and pay your tithe online?

It’s easy! Visit chpc.org



Answers to The Word In Wordle

Have an idea for Belltower News?

Belltower News is forming a writing team that will meet monthly to write, 
collect, and edit articles so that we can make the best publication possible. 
If you’d like to be included, call Mike Jorgensen or if you want to submit an 
article send it to worshipadmin@chpc.org

.

John 1:1-14 (KJV)

1 In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God.
2 The same was in the beginning with 
God.
3 All things were made by him; and 
without him was not any thing made 
that was made.
4 In him was life; and the life was the 
light of men.
5 And the light shineth in darkness; and 
the darkness comprehended it not.
6 There was a man sent from God, 

Welcome back Drew!

We decided to do a little 
decorating to celebrate his 
return

whose name was John.
7 The same came for a witness, to 
bear witness of the Light, that all men 
through him might believe.
8 He was not that Light, but was sent 
to bear witness of that Light.
9 That was the true Light, which lighteth 
every man that cometh into the world.
10 He was in the world, and the world 
was made by him, and the world knew 
him not.
11 He came unto his own, and his own 
received him not.

12 But as many as received him, to 
them gave he power to become the 
sons of God, even to them that believe 
on his name:
13 Which were born, not of blood, nor 
of the will of the flesh, nor of the will 
of man, but of God.
14 And the Word was made flesh, and 
dwelt among us, (and we beheld his 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten 
of the Father,) full of grace and truth.


