
 

 College Hill Presbyterian Church - June 2018      

In every way, Jesus is better – not in a playground argu-
ment kind of way like, “My dad is better than your dad.”   
Jesus is better for peace, truth, and love.  Whatever you 
think brings you life – Jesus does it better.  He is better at 
healing and teaching.  He is better than religion, demons, 
disease, and death.  He 
is better at life.  

Jesus guides us ac-
cording to the values 
of God’s Eternal King-
dom not the ways of 
the world.  Jesus says, 
“The time is fulfilled, 
and the kingdom of 
God has come near; 
repent, and believe in 
the good news.” (Mark 
1:15)    

 Jesus brings 
the kingdom of God 
among us on earth.  This is GREAT news.  He demonstrates 
the love, healing, life, justice and freedom of God’s king-
dom.  He lives the upside-down nature of God’s kingdom 
when compared to the kingdom of this world.  What 
anointed, heavenly leader comes to serve and suffer and 

die? The leader of the kingdom of God lives as a servant.  
The way of the kingdom of God is different (that is better) 
than the kingdom of this world.  Jesus calls us to abandon 
the kingdom of me or the kingdom of this world to give full 
allegiance to the Kingdom of God which is always better.  

Mark shows us how 
God's Kingdom defies 
our expectations, be-
ing better than we can 
imagine. 

 Summer devotionals 
will be available in 
print in the atrium 
starting Sunday, June 
3rd.  Pick one up to 
follow through the 
gospel of Mark all 
summer! 

 

 

Want to dig even deeper?  On Tuesday nights this summer 
Pastor Drew will host a Bible discussion from 7pm – 8pm in 
the Fireside Room at CHPC.  Come join for an hour of Bible 
study based on the passages for the week.  

June 3: Jesus Will Change You (Mark 1:9-20) 

June 10: What to do with Jesus? (Mark 2:13-22)  

June 17: Plant good seeds (Mark 4:1-20)   

June 24: Evil Hates Jesus (Mark 5:1-20) 

July 1: Jesus Cures (Mark 7:24-37) 

July 8: Jesus Makes Demands (Mark 8:27-38)   

July 15: Anybody Can Be Great (Mark 9:33-41)   

July 22: The Secret of Wealth (Mark 10:17-31) 

July 29: Spiritual Caffeine (Mark 13:14-37) 

Aug 5: Odd Lovers (Mark 14:1-11; 56-72) 

Summer Sermon Series 



 

 

Kortni Dobbs is a rising senior 
at Clark Montessori High School. 
She makes the BEST tacos you will 
ever have in your life! This summer 
she’s looking forward to meeting 
some new people and having a lot 
of fun. 

 

Matthew Dumford is a rising 
senior at Walnut Hills High School. 
He will be testing for a Tong Soo 
Do black belt this June. He prays 
that both the interns and the kids 
are drawn closer to God this sum-
mer. 

 

To’Lisa Hinkston (aka TeeTee) 
is a rising junior at Cincinnati 
Christian University, majoring in 
Music and Psychology. She can 
sing multiple voice parts and in 
different languages. She hopes 
and prays that this summer she 
and others will experience Christ in 
a new way, that the gifts that have 
been given to each person will be utilized according 
to the will of God, and that a diverse community can 
find unity in God. 

Toby Knueven is a rising junior 
at Walnut Hill High School. He en-
joys solving all kinds of puzzles. He 
hopes that he will gain valuable 
experience from working with 
children and that God will do what 
He wants through him. 

 

 

 

Gift Mayambi is a rising soph-
omore at the University of Cincin-
nati DAAP program, majoring in 
Industrial Design. He is a Refined 
Renaissance Man (RRM). He’s 
praying that everyone will have a 
great summer and spend time in 
the presence of God.  

 

Joyce Mayambi is a rising 
sophomore at the University of 
Cincinnati, majoring in Physical 
Therapy. She is multilingual. Her 
hopes for this summer are to get 
closer to God as she helps others 
learn more about Him, and to 
teach children about God’s love 
for us and the importance of His 
presence in our lives. 

 

Romain Mayambi is a rising 
senior at the University of Cincin-
nati, majoring in Pre-Business. He 
is a photographer. His hope for 
this summer is to help mentor 
youth and be someone they can 
always trust and feel free to talk 
to. 

 

Aliyah Vaelin Motley is a ris-
ing junior at the University of Cin-
cinnati, majoring in Early Child-
hood Education. She has been in 
the Cincinnati Ballet Nutcracker 
five times. She prays that she and 
the children she works with will 
remain in Christ throughout the 
summer, desire to know Him 
deeper, encourage one another 

Summer 2018 Children, Youth & Family Ministry Interns 

One of the ways that CHPC is committed to raising up leaders for the Kingdom of God is by hiring college 
and high school aged students as interns to share God’s love with kids and youth at our church and in the 
College Hill community. Please be praying that God will work in and through these interns in powerful ways 
this summer! 



 

 

daily, and gain a clearer understanding of the Gospel 
and why it is important to spread the good news to all 
people. 

Robert Rupp is a rising senior 
at Lipscomb University, major-
ing in Youth Ministry. Titan A.E., 
Wall-E, and The Master of Dis-
guise are his favorite summer 
movies. He is praying for a sum-
mer full of community, good 
vibes and good times, and fel-
lowship with each other, all in 
thanks to Jesus and in an at-
tempt to be a steward for the 
Kingdom of God. 

 

Micaha Underwood is a ris-
ing junior at Cincinnati Christian 
University, majoring in Psycholo-
gy and a Pre-Professional De-
gree. She adores fashion and in-
terior design. She prays that the 
teenagers that she connects 
with this summer will grow in 
their relationship with God in a 
deeper, more intimate way, that 
she’ll see kids come to know Je-
sus as their personal Lord and 
Savior, and that God will allow 
her to be a vessel for that to occur. 

 

Please keep our summer staff and their ministry in 
your prayers throughout the summer! 

The American Organist 

Robert Benson 

Cincinnati Chapter for the  

American Guild of Organists 

The Cincinnati Chapter enjoyed a festive event for its 
December meeting.  Held at College Hill Presbyterian 
Church in Cincinnati, the evening began with a catered 
dinner at 6PM hosted by the congregation’s monthly 
dinner club.   

After a meal filled with lively conversation and interac-
tion, the group adjourned to the church for a Christmas 
Carol Sing to which the public was invited. College Hill 
Church organist and chapter Sub-Dean* Dr. Mark 
Behnken used the four-manual, 115-stop Schantz instru-
ment to engage the assembly in singing a variety of car-
ols. He related both traditional and new stories about 
the history and origin of many texts and tunes. His com-
mentary delighted the audience and enriched the expe-
rience of singing well known carols with new perspec-
tives about them.  All of this was musically enhanced by 
Dr. Behnken’s skillful demonstration of the 236-stop 
midi capabilities of the organ. In arrangements such as 
a guitar and cello accompaniment for “Silent Night”, 
Harp with “O Little Town of Bethlehem,” celesta on 
“Away in a Manger” and  Harpsichord on “What Child Is 
This?” he aurally transported the audience from one 
century to another as well as to many international loca-
tions.  These tonal additions were complemented by Dr. 
Behnken’s inventive improvisation of organ introduc-
tions and interludes as well as accompaniments for en-
thusiastic congregational singing. 

*As of 2018, Mark has been moved from Sub-Dean to Dean. 

**Originally published in The American Organist Magazine 

 

 

 

To learn more about our Children, Youth, 

and Family ministry, view the summer 

calendar, or sign-up for events visit our 

website: www.chpc.org/CYF 



 

 

When randomly selected members of CHPC 
were asked (without walking around counting) how 
many stained glass windows there are on our cam-
pus, no one got even close to the correct figure.  Most 
estimated somewhere between 18 and 30 windows.  
In fact, there are 71 stained glass windows on the 
CHPC campus in the sanctuary building and bell tow-
er.  A number of these windows are normally visible 
only from the outside (those in the bell tower for ex-
ample), and so are often “out of sight, out of mind”, 
but all require periodic maintenance and care.  As the 
reGeneration work on CHPC’s stained glass is com-
pleted, and especially since the return of some of our 
oldest windows right after Easter, many members 
have expressed interest in knowing more about them 
and the work that was performed.   

CHPC’s stained glass is essentially of two eras.  
Among the large windows, eight are of 19th Century 
origin, having been installed when the original stone 
church was built in the 1889-1890 period to replace 
the brick church destroyed in a Sunday afternoon 
storm in August 1888.  Examples of these may be seen 
in the north narthex, and in the north transept 
(chapel) area.  There are also a number of smaller win-
dows that date from that original construction.  The 
others date from the mid-20th Century, having been 
mostly installed in the course of (or after) the 1951 
building program which saw our sanctuary enlarged 
toward Hamilton Avenue.  The windows along the 
current sanctuary side aisles, and the three in the 
south transept (near the sanctuary handicapped en-
trance) are examples of the 1950’s installations. 

Whenever they were created, stained glass 
windows all share the fact that they are made up of 
many small pieces of colored glass, arranged to form 
a pattern or a picture, and joined together with soft 
metal joints called “caming”.  Most often, caming is 
made of lead or lead alloys.  As a result, stained glass 
windows, with all their soft lead joints, lack the struc-
tural integrity and strength that a similar window 
made of a single sheet of glass would have.  Conse-
quently, they require careful care and protection.   

In the 1960s, “storm windows” made of Plexi-
glas were installed on the outside of many of CHPC’s 
stained glass windows (including all the large ones).  
These provided weather protection for the windows 

and also some additional insulation value as well.  Un-
fortunately, although state of the art when installed, 
these plastic overwindows were not ventilated; thus 
the sunlight on them caused significant heat buildup 
between the storm window and the stained glass in 
the hot Cincinnati summers.  The heat tended to sof-
ten the lead caming and weaken further the window 
structure.  Ultimately, some of the windows began to 
develop small or moderate “bulges” in which the 
weight of the upper portions of the window began to 
push the lower portions out of place, resulting in a 
bulge or bend in the window itself.  If allowed to con-
tinue unaddressed, the bulges would grow until the 
displacement was too great to support the weight of 
the window, and the structure would collapse.   

In addition, the yellowing of the plastic storm 
windows caused by 
decades of sunlight 
slowly lowered the 
amount of light that 
was shining through 
the windows, gradually 
hiding their vibrant col-
ors, beauty, and majes-
ty from inside, and 
masking even the pres-
ence of stained glass 
from outside.  As a re-
sult, until the last few 
weeks there were only 
a few of our oldest 
members who could 
remember ever seeing 
these windows in their original splendor. 

Over the decades, some pieces of the stained 
glass cracked, or indeed fell out and were lost.  Accu-
mulations of dirt on the surface of the glass also im-
pacted their appearance.  A number of years ago, as a 
part of an overall assessment of our campus, a study 
was made of our windows which disclosed the nu-
merous problems beginning to manifest themselves.  
At the time, tight budgets did not allow immediate 
attention to the issue. 

However, our own Elder Rob Bechtel is an ac-
complished stained glass artist and while our large 
windows were beyond his capabilities, he decided 

I Can See Clearly Now: Stained Glass Windows 

Mark Klusmeier 



 

 

personally to refurbish the small windows in the bell 
tower as a gift to the church.  Over the period of more 
than a year in the 2010-2011 timeframe, Rob removed, 
one by one, all of the windows in the Bell Tower, 
cleaned them, replaced missing or broken pieces of 
glass, and then re-installed them.  As a result, when 
the faithfulness of the congregation and the reGener-
ation campaign generated funding to address the 
stained glass, an updated inspection found the bell 
tower windows to be in excellent condition, requiring 
no repair or restoration work.  Consequently, the only 
work done to the bell tower stained glass was to paint 
the frames to match the other work, and to install 
new protective coverings to preserve Rob’s excellent 
work for the coming decades. 

After studying and considering the various op-
tions for the stained glass, those charged with over-
seeing the reGeneration work selected Willet-Hauser 
Architectural Glass of Winona, Minnesota as our pro-
vider.  Willet-Hauser is the largest, and one of the old-
est stained glass enterprises in North America, tracing 
its lineage back to the late 19th Century, around the 
same time CHPC’s oldest stained glass windows were 
created.  It employs a staff of craftsmen, working both 
in its Minnesota studios and also on-site at clients’ fa-
cilities, as well as travelling removal and installation 
crews for maximum economy of effort. 

After the initial inspection and recommenda-
tions, and after we selected the services to be per-
formed, CHPC’s windows were thoroughly photo-
graphed, measured, and documented.  Then, in late 
July, 2017 a Willet-Hauser crew travelled to CHPC to 
remove the seven windows in need of major restora-
tion.  Three in the North Narthex, three in the south 

transept/chapel area, 
and one in the prayer 
room were carefully re-
moved, crated, and 
shipped to Minnesota 
for studio restoration.  
Given the condition of 
the windows, this was a 
very delicate operation, 
especially with regard to 
the center chapel win-
dow, the largest pane of 
which was sixteen feet 
tall – one of the largest 
single panes the crew 
had ever seen.  Careful 
(and highly skilled) work 

with a crane resulted in the windows being removed 
and transported safely. 

At the Willet-
Hauser studios our 
windows were 
uncrated, and laid 
out on studio tables 
where they were 
again assessed, and 
then carefully traced 
using large expanses 
of tracing paper and 
the skills of experi-
enced artisans.  After 
thus being fully doc-
umented, our win-
dows were com-
pletely disassembled 
and the component 
parts thoroughly 
cleaned.  Glass piec-
es that were cracked or missing were either repaired 
by edge-gluing or otherwise, or were replaced if nec-
essary.  Here again, the craftsmanship and experience 
of the Willet-Hauser people became important.  Obvi-
ously, the glass in our old windows is more than a 

century old.  Mostly, the 
manufacturers of that glass 
have been out of business 
for decades.  Yet, matching 
one piece of stained glass 
to another often means 
finding glass originating 
from the same time-period 
or even the same manufac-
turer.  Willet-Hauser main-
tains a stock of such glass 
from which it can often 
find a match otherwise 
simply unavailable.   
After cleaning and repair 

(which also included the frames of each window) our 
windows were carefully reassembled with new cam-
ing and modern adhesives.  Where bulges had devel-
oped, additional stiffening structure was added to 
help prevent any recurrence of the problem.  The 16 
foot pane was carefully divided into three, thus dis-
tributing the weight more effectively and helping to 
prevent future problems.  The repaired and repainted 
frames were then reinstalled, and the windows pre-
pared for shipment home. 



 

 

In the meantime, a small crew had travelled to 
CHPC and worked from early March 2018 to prepare 
the frames of the removed windows for their return, 
and to begin work on the other windows which were 
serviced in place.  This consisted of removing the old, 
yellowed, plastic storm windows, repairing and paint-
ing the window frames, as well as tightening and 
“recementing” the in-place stained glass windows – 
applying a modern adhesive to help tie the glass, 
caming and frames together into a better unified 
whole.  Again, smaller bulges were repaired and addi-
tional stiffening members added to the windows 
where required to strengthen them.  Finally, a thor-
ough cleaning of each window took place, resulting in 
much more light passing through the window and 

restoration of 
the original vi-
brancy and 
depth of color. 
At the same 
time, on days 
when our shaky 
weather this 
past spring pre-
vented outdoor 
work, the Willet
-Hauser crew 
used a portion 
of our garage as 
a workshop to 
begin assem-

bling our new, non-scratching, non-yellowing, glass 
storm windows.  Each was custom built for one of our 
windows, using aluminum framing materials that are 
stiffer and more stable than the previous wood 
frames.  In addition, each storm frame included care-
fully provided ventilation channels so as to limit heat 
build-up between the storm window and the stained 
glass – which will also contribute to extending the 
lifespan of our windows.   

The restored windows arrived back in Cincin-
nati in late March, 2018, but again the weather inter-
fered, preventing the reinstallation of any of them pri-
or to Easter.  Promptly after Easter, the weather be-
gan to cooperate and our oldest windows were rein-
stalled to many positive comments from the congre-
gation.  Through the rest of April and into mid-May, 
the Willet-Hauser crew worked diligently to complete 
the rest of the maintenance work and to complete 
fabrication and installation of the new storm win-
dows.  That part of the job included the bell tower 

windows, which re-
quired a craftsman 
to spend significant 
time on a lift very 
high in the air dur-
ing a breezy Cincin-
nati spring.  One 
can imagine what 
an adventure that 
must have been.   

By May 15, the 
contracted scope of 
work was complete 
and a final inspec-
tion and walk-
through was per-
formed with repre-
sentatives of CHPC 
and Willet-Hauser.  
Other than one or two very minor issues which were 
immediately corrected by Willet-Hauser, the work 
was perfect, the campus left clean and neat and the 
windows restored to their original majesty.  The faith-
fulness of the congregation, and the craftsmanship of 
the artisans at Willet-Hauser are an ongoing testimo-
ny to the glory of God and His gifts.   

Next time you notice the sun shining through 
one of our refurbished windows, take a moment to 
consider the talents and skills – all gifts of God – that 
went into that art, and say a prayer of thanks to our 
Lord for his graciousness and generosity to us, and to 
CHPC through 165 years, as well as into the future. 



 

 

New Campus Hours at College Hill Presbyterian Church 

Sunday 8am-1pm 

Monday 8am-9pm 

Tuesday 8am-5pm 

Wednesday 8am-9pm 

Thursday 8am-9pm 

Saturday 8am-3pm 

Fridays- staff and counseling only 9am-5pm 

(No public access on Fridays) 



 

 

 

Summer Preview 

Below are a few highlights from this summer’s ministry programming,  

for a full calendar, visit our website www.chpc.org/calendar  

June  

June 3rd - Exploration Class to learn more about CHPC (lasts four weeks) 

June 3rd - Sunday morning adult classes (lasts eight weeks)  

  * The Gospel in Hymns  

  * Highlights from Romans 

  * Where’d you get that Bible?  

  * Pure Hope: Parenting in a Sexualized Culture 

June 5th - Bible Study on Book of Mark 

June 25th—29th -  Swim Ministry Week 1 

July 

July 16th-20th - Swim Ministry Week 2 

July 30th - August 3rd - Swim Ministry Week 3 

August 

August 7th & 8th - College Hill Block Party 

August 26th - All Church Potluck Pool Party 1-4pm at North Hills Swim Club 

 

Have an idea for Belltower News? 

Belltower News is forming a writing team that will meet monthly to write, collect, and edit articles so 
that we can make the best publication possible.  If you’d like to be included, call Mike Jorgensen or if 

you want to submit an article send it to worshipadmin@chpc.org 

The 2018 submission deadlines are by 5 pm on June 26th, July 31st, August 28th, 

September 25th, October 30th, November 27th, December 18th. 


