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BELL TOWER NEWS

BY ELDER DAVE SNYDER

Over the years, I have heard such 
things.  The statement may be 
rooted in the false beliefs that unity 
is impossible. So, any effort to build 
multi-ethnic unity is in direct com-
petition with evangelism that intro-
duces people to the good news of 
a personal relationship with God 
through Jesus Christ.

I believe that one of the biggest 
barriers to evangelism is that the 
secular world doesn’t see the Gos-
pel as relevant today.  They look at 
the lives of believers and don’t see 
that God is at work changing us in 
powerful ways.  In John 13:35, Jesus, 
praying for unity says, “By this all 
people will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one 
another.”  Indeed, multi-ethnic 

unity within the church is a pow-
erful witness to the world, one that 
draws people to God. 

Even though Jesus instructed his 
disciples to go into all the world 
and preach the Gospel, most 
remained in Jerusalem, opting 
to stay within their comfort zone.  
But when persecution arose over 
Stephen,  Jesus’ followers scat-
tered, traveling as far as Phoenicia, 
Cyprus, and Antioch.  Everywhere 
they went they shared about Jesus 
but did so only to Jews.  There was 
one notable exception.  In Acts 11 
Christ-followers from Cyprus and 
Cyrene spoke to Hellenists also, 
preaching the Lord Jesus.  The 
result was the formation of the first 
multi-ethnic church,  in Antioch.  

(continued on page 7)

“OUR CHURCH SHOULDN’T BE SO FOCUSED 
ON DEVELOPING GENUINE MULTI-ETHNIC UNITY. 
IT SHOULD FOCUS ON EVANGELISM INSTEAD.”

BY REV. DR. DREW SMITH

A journey of God being human 
from Nov. 14 through Dec. 19.  

JESUS CAN RELATE . . . 
to our lives because he was hu-
man. He’s been there. He gets it.  
This Advent and Christmas, we will 
explore some of the ways that God 
the Son lived a totally human life. 

“Because God’s children are human 
beings—made of flesh and blood—
the Son also became flesh and 
blood. Therefore, it was necessary 
for him to be made in every respect 
like us, his brothers and sisters, so 
that he could be our merciful and 
faithful High Priest before God”   
(hebrews 2:14, 17, tlb). 

God the Son became totally and 
completely human in Jesus. He can 
relate to our human experiences, 
troubles, and pain.  Jesus can relate 
to you: 

• Jesus felt hungry and tired be-
cause of physical exhaustion: “Je-
sus, tired as he was from the jour-
ney, sat down by the well” (john 4:6). 

•  Jesus went to parties: “Jesus was 
invited to the wedding . . .” (john 2:2).

(continued on page 8)
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BY SHARLYN STARE WITH SETH WALSH, 

CHCURC EXEC. DIRECTOR  

“Established in 1975,  the College Hill 
CURC (Community Urban Redevel-
opment Corp.) works closely with 
residents, neighborhood associa-
tions, business owners, and strategic 
partners to revitalize the Hamilton 
Avenue Business District to improve 
the surrounding community. CH-
CURC’s work is concentrated in the 
following areas: Affordable Housing, 
Revitalized and Economic Develop-
ment, Small Business Support, and 
Community Engagement.”

Affordable Housing is a hot issue 
these days.  CHCURC has created a 
video that explains affordable hous-
ing: https://youtu.be/7ZGuFfdXKKs .
Seth said, “In a nutshell, affordable 
housing is not measured in the rent 
of the unit but in an individual’s 
income level compared to the area 
median income (AMI). Appropri-
ate rent ranges change based on 
how many people are in the family 
and what they make, etc. All of our 
affordable units are at 80% of AMI or 
lower.

Some of CHCURC’s “developing and 
income-generating” properties on 
the Avenue, commercial and resi-
dential, are pictured below.   
The two projects that will produce 
the greatest change and housing for 

CINCINNATI WXIX FOX 19 News Report  

If you haven’t been to College Hill re-
cently, you might find the stretch of 
Hamilton Avenue near North Bend 
Road unrecognizable. The vacant 
lots are gone, replaced by mixed-
use developments with flourishing 
ground-floor businesses.

“Those who are familiar with this 
area remember the little Kroger 
store and the iconic restaurant and 
banquet hall that used to stand on 
this corner,” Seth Walsh said. “Now 
look at it. Just a small piece of the 
revitalization here in College Hill.”

Walsh is with the College Hill Com-
munity Urban Redevelopment Cor-
poration {CHCURC) which is behind 
much of the transformation.

It didn’t happen overnight. “You see 
all this happening and you wonder 
what happened, and it’s because 
people got together 20 years ago 
and said, ‘We can make this happen 
if we just keep fighting,’” Walsh said.

...Now, Ham-
ilton Avenue 
has turned 
into one of 
the region’s 
budding 
commercial 
avenues.

The mo-
mentum 
was ce-
mented 

when Cincinnati Children’s Hospital 
announced a $99 million facility for 
the neighborhood. . .  [The state-
of-the-art facility will be 68% larger 
and opening in 2023 at 5642 Ham-
ilton Ave.]  “It’s a huge boom for the 
College Hill Community, bringing so 
many new jobs as well as treatment 
that’s so critical for young children,” 
Walsh said.

That’s in addition to College Hill 
Station, a large apartment complex 
with street-level retail. More devel-
opment is on the way as well.

If you haven’t ventured to take it all 
in recently, you’re not alone. “We see 
people that haven’t come through 
in a long time, and they’re putting 
on the brakes, like, ‘What the heck 
happened?’” Tina Stoeberl, owner 
of College Hill Coffee Co., said. “Just 
watching it, hearing it daily, it’s 
very, very exciting, and it’s a game-
changer for the neighborhood.”

THE STORY 
BEHIND THE STORY

(continued on the next page )

Transcript: Video report Jul. 26, 2021 at 6:14 
PM, used with permission.

THE TRANSFORMATION OF  COLLEGE HILL 
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LIGHT UP! 
COLLEGE HILL

December 7th, from 6-8:30 pm  
This will be a community event with 
the 2nd annual tree lighting in Pat-
rick’s Park (pictured below): a train 
ride for kids, Santa, live reindeer and 
more! Stay tuned for more event 
info. Check out the website be-
low for more details in the coming 
weeks.  https://chcurc.com/lightup-
collegehill/

In a future BTNs, watch for “What’s 
to Eat and Drink in College Hill.“ You 
will be amazed.  And more great 
changes are coming!

the influx of new residents 
and businesses are “College 
Hill Station” and “HaNoBe at Linden 
Square” developments at Hamilton 
and North Bend:
    171 Apartments (“Work-Force 
Housing”) with 10,530 sq ft of 
street-level retail; and
    33 Single-family 3-story townhous-
es (starting at $350,000). 
For perspective, according to Roof-
stock, who monitors such trends, 
“Over the past 5 years home values 
in Cincinnati have increased by 
60.3%. The median sale price of a 
home in Cincinnati is $240,000.” 

CHCURC recently acquired much of 
the block between Hodapp’s Funer-
al Home and North Bend Road for 
future quality developments.

CHPC’S NEIGHBORHOOD
Change is occurring adjacent to the 
College Hill Presbyterian Church. 
The “Hollywood Apartments,” (cur-
rently $550 to $700/month), south 
of LaRosa’s Pizzeria) has been sold. 

The 35 units will be renovated and 
updated. The property between the 
apartments and the CHPC’s parking 
lot may undergo changes as well. 
On the east side of CHPC on   

           Groesbeck Rd, the former 
“Hillrise Apartments” was sold. The 
new owner has rebranded it as “The 
Bradford,” and the housing has been 
repurposed from senior-living to 
open-age group rentals {1 bedroom 
starting at $650/ month). 

Working singles and couples of 
all ages are looking for housing, 
so development work continues 

everywhere!  On 
CHCURC’s website: 
(CHCURC.com),  look 
for the free annual 
report, “A Year in 
Review” that gives 
practical examples 
of changes in Col-
lege Hill. Apply for 
housing there, too.

CHCURC also partnered with Epis-
copal Retirement Services, who built 

“Marlowe Court,” a rent-subsidized, 
affordable senior living communi-
ty with commercial spaces on the 
ground floor (1-3 bedroom apart-
ments, $630 to $1145/month).  

Next door (Marlowe & Hamilton Ave.) 
is “Patrick’s Park,” green space and 
venue for the community events.   

That time is now! Exciting  men’s 
fellowship. Bible study and dis-
cipleship. 1st, 3rd and 5th Thurs-
days, 6:15 AM. Worth getting 
up!  CHPC Fireside Room/ Zoom.
com.  Info? Barry Stare, bzuthr@
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Spirit of God moving and working in 
this way.

Third, singing great anthems and 
hymns of the faith provides a con-
nection to the Church throughout 
the ages and the Church presently 
in heaven worshiping around the 
throne of God and a great way to 
memorize scripture. 

Fourth, investing yourself in the 
service of God is an act of steward-
ship: using what God has given you 
to his honor and glory and to the 
betterment of the faithful gathered 
in worship.  

singing and other music options 
Interested in choir, orchestral or 
other music opportunties, contact 
our new Director of Traditional Mu-
sic, Cindy Candelaria (ccandelaria@
chpc.org). Her bio is on page 7 of this 
Bell Tower News. The handbell choir 
plays about once a month, Sept. to 
May. Contact Carl Bryant, Chancel 
Handbell Director, at 513-520-4714 or 
carlbryantcfb@yahoo.com.  

Watch the Sunday bulletin for other 
ways to  participate in the music 
ministry: during special seasons 
such as Advent and Christmas, Lent 
and Easter,and in the summer.  

“Sing [and play] to the Lord 
a new song!”

ROLE OF THE CHOIR IN 
TRADITIONAL WORSHIP
BY MICHAEL PARKER,  Director of Tra-
ditional Worship (2015-2021)

Traditional worship is highly valued 
at CHPC and characterized by its 
music and order of worship. The 
choir is a crucial part of historic wor-
ship, from temple worship in the Old 
Testament to the present day, is the 
use of the choir.  Its functions are:

liturgical function: Liturgy is 
worship in action. “Liturgy” is a 
Greek term meaning “work” and
conveys the idea of work accom-
plished by the people for the people. 
In its sacred use, liturgy is associated 
with the participation by individu-
als helping to fashion and lead the 
faithful in worship. In this sense, the 
church choir serves a liturgical func-
tion in helping the congregation
to enter into worship that follows a 
long historical pattern in both Jew-
ish and Christian worship.

theological function: Worship 
is theology in action. No matter the 
style of worship or the genre of the 
music, worship is a human enter-
prise of attributing “worth” to what 
we value. In our services, worship is 
centered around an objective articu-
lation of the Eternal God who has
revealed himself through his Word 
and his Spirit. In this respect, the 
choir articulates theological
truths about God--his nature, his 
work in the world, and his guidance 
and providence over his

children.

experiential function: Worship 
is experience in action. It is impos-
sible to worship without personally 
connecting with God through his 
Word and his Spirit. In this respect, 
the choir plays a crucial role in help-
ing to shape the spirit of worship. 
Whether in praise, reflection, prayer,
communion, or exhortation, the 
musical selections (i.e., anthems, 
hymns, songs) are chosen with 
care to engage the gathering of 
the faithful in meaningful worship 
of God.  The choir is a significant 
leader-participant in the tradition-
al style of worship. Throughout its 
history, the music ministry at CHPC 
has been a keystone of worship and 
congregational life. As we re-open 
from the initial wave of the Covid 
contagion, we look forward to re-
storing our Chancel Choir, Chancel 
Orchestra, Chancel Handbell Choir 
and Jesus University. 

why sing in the choir? 
The most important reason is that 
worship on earth is our preparation 
for worship in heaven in eternity!  
Choir lets you enjoy glimpses now.

It’s a great way to start the Lord’s 
Day— singing praises to him with a 
group of like-minded believers in a 
beautiful and worshipful sanctuary 
accompanied by organ and, often, 
other instruments.

Second,  God blesses the congrega-
tion through singing His Word, and 
you feel called to be a part of the 

penny sauer, susan & bill koch  with michael 
parker, traditional worship leader, at his 
last day, oct 5th, 2021. 
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FAMILY FAITH FORWARD
FROM REV. JENNIFER CRONK, PASTOR TO CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 

CUT OUT FOR FAMILY FUN  %

BY FAITH . . . 
Who knows what God has always 
wanted
 to do for us—
  set us right with Him,
  make us fit for Him.

We have it all together with God
because of our Master, Jesus.
We throw open our doors to God
and discover at the same moment
that he has already
thrown open his door to us.
We find ourselves standing
where we always hoped
we might stand—

out, in the wide-open spaces
of God’s grace and glory

standing tall and
shouting our praise!

There’s more!
We continue to shout our praise
even when we’re hemmed in with 
troubles, 
because we know
troubles can develop
passionate patience in us, and
patience forges
the tempered steel
of spiritual maturity
and character,

making us more and more, like
Our Master, Jesus.

We continue to be expectantly 
alert for whatever God will do next!
In alert expectancy
such as this,
—we can’t round up enough
containers
to hold everything
God generously pours
into our lives
through
the Holy Spirit!

A FAITH POEM BY JIM WARNER
drawn from Romans 5:1-5 
(The Message by Eugene Petersen)
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An article about Gratitude may 
seem an odd for Thanksgiving. 
Thankful is a feeling, but gratitude 
moves us to action.  It moves us 
from hopelessness to possibilities. 
An Attitude of Gratitude is the best 
“meal” we can share with others.

SUBMITTED BY DEBBIE DUNCAN

Debbie is a Gold Star Mother having 
had a child die in military combat. 
This piece was written by Elaine 
Brattain, Chaplain of the group. 

Considering the persistent distress 
of the pandemic, the political cli-
mate, and nationwide community 
unrest, on top of the typical issues of 
daily life, it is no wonder you might 
sense a pervasive cloud of melan-
choly hanging overhead.  

The barrage of negative news 
heaped upon personal strife has 
worn away the luster of the resilien-
cy we had come to rely on, leaving 
us vulnerable to hopelessness.  
Months of feeling isolated and fear-
ful can propel us toward wondering 
“why” an event has happened to us 
or someone close to us rather than 
looking for the possibilities that can 
arise from a seemingly hopeless 
situation.

Gratitude does not guarantee 
immediate relief from stress or 
suggest endless days of happiness.  
Gratitude does, however, promise 
control over how you respond to 
daily stress and reduces the power 
of stress to interfere with your sense 
of wellbeing.

Gratitude is healing.  Strengthened 
immune systems, fewer body aches 
and pains, improved blood pressure 
and sleep-wake cycles have been 
noted in individuals who practice 
gratitude.

Gratitude is a reminder of forgotten 
grace, of a kindness given.  Be mind-
ful of little things that, in retrospect, 
mean so much in times of need.

Gratitude is an attitude.  Redirecting 
your focus from “having not” to fully 
experience the simple daily gifts 
in life.  Many have lost loved ones, 
homes, jobs, or have experienced 
declining health and continue to 
live in gratitude.

Gratitude is worth noting.  Create 
a gratitude journal and identify 
thankfulness daily by writing down 
“I am grateful for/to.”  Additionally, 
if you live with gratitude, you just 
might be an entry in the gratitude 
journal of another.

Gratitude is an act of giving back.  
My personal scripture is 2 Cor 1:3-4 
—“Blessed be the God of all comfort 
who comforts us in our troubles, so 
that we can comfort others with the 
comfort we have been given.”  Reach 
out to others with a hand of hope.  
This can be a simple as a phone call 
or an old-fashioned hand-written 
note.
Lastly, gratitude is acknowledging 
the preciousness of life. “

Editor’s Note: During this thanks-
giving season, consider “Who and 
what am I grateful for in my life?” 
During a meal, light a candle and 
pass it to a person at the table and 
say, “I have experienced [God’s}
care/love from you in this way.” 
Other  people can join in to show 
their gratitude to the person with 
the candle.  Repeat.  Cultivating an 
“Attitude of Gratitude” will bless you 
and others year ‘round. 

 

NATIONAL  
NIGHT OUT 
is an annual community-building 
campaign that promotes police-com-
munity part-
nerships and 
neighborhood 
camaraderie to 
make our neigh-
borhoods safer, 
more caring 
places to live. This 
year it was October 5th, 5:30-7:30 PM. 
   FROM DARRYLL DAVIS —Thank 
you for participating and serving at 
National Night Out. The night is not 
about us at CHPC but about Jesus 
and those we serve. I appreciate 
many 
stepping 
up to 
make a 
difference 
in Jesus’s 
name. 
Thanks to: 
The Grill Team: Band of Brothers.  Je-
sus University, who served food. Cath-
erine Sanders and the Connections 
Team gave out 
invitations and 
popcorn.  The 
Youth Ministry 
ran the kids’ 
trackless train 
rides. Whiz Kids 
enjoyed face painting and balloons. 

Plus the CHPC 
live band pro-
vided wonderful 
music.  
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women of the church participated in 
a retreat Sept. 24-25 at “The Springs” 
in Oldenburg, Indiana.  The retreat 

The FATHERS Team Ministry cele-
brated its 40th Anniversary on Sept 
18th!  The theme was “Thanking The 
Heavenly 
Father 
for what 
He has 
done 
since 
1981.”  The FATHERS [Fathers And 
Their Home Environment Relation-
ships] reunion began by reciting 
the group’s 7 core verses (aided by 
cell phones); followed by a time of 
silent confession; worship of God 

the Father; and the honoring of 22 
members who are in Heaven. Rev. 
Ron Rand reviewed the Heavenly Fa-
ther’s HIS-tory, and the meaning of 
the group’s logo: a heart’s commit-
ment (1) to GOD; (2) to family (wives 
and children) and (3) to a few other 
fathers as life-long friends. Then the 
men shared the blessings they had 
experienced over the years as part of 
the FATHER’s Ministry.  

Email: Ron.
upbuilding@
gmail.com
for more info on 
the nationally-
known 
FATHERS 
Ministry birthed 
at CHPC,

center is run by Dick & Sibyl 
Towner (former CHPC staff) 
and Skip & Linda Holmes. 
The group enjoyed the four 
cabins (3 bedrooms each), 

central meeting room, food, and lots 
of beautiful outdoor spaces. Natalie 
McSwain and Robyn Russell led the 
retreat. Enjoy the photos. 

Deadline for Bell Tower 
News  submissions is the 15th 

of each MONTH to Sam Stare 
starecvg@aol.com

Three times from verse 11:21 to 
verse 26 we see the phrases “great 
number” and “great many” describ-
ing the number of believers being 
added to the Lord.  

I believe there is a direct con-
nection between Antioch being 
a multi-ethnic body of believers 
and the number of converts being 
great in number.  In the first cen-
tury, seeing people from different 
ethnic groups coming together in 
unity was unusual.  That unity alone 
was sign enough that it was God 
at work in this fellowship of Jesus 
followers, resulting in a magnified 
response to the message that was 
preached.

If we want to have a credible wit-
ness to the community around us, 
we must realize that our message 
begins not with our evangelism but 
with the unity we build within our 
own walls.  It is not about elevating 
multi-ethnic oneness over the Gos-
pel but understanding that the two 
are inextricable linked.

I celebrate that College Hill Pres-
byterian Church values a gospel of 
both multi-ethnic unity and evan-
gelism.

(continued from page 1) 

BOTH UNITY & 
EVANGELISM

DR. CINDY CANDELARIA  D.M.A.
DIRECTOR OF TRADITIONAL WORSHIP
met the Lord at age 14 in Puerto 

Rico. Years 
later she 
married her 
partner in 
worship, 
Rubén 
Márquez. She 
has served 
as a certified 

Sunday School teacher, worship 
leader, and conductor for multiple 
musical group for 15 years within the 
Disciples of Christ.  She moved to 
the U.S. mainland for her graduate 
studies. Together with Ruben, she 
served in worship with the Brooklyn 
Tabernacle Choir in NYC before the 
Lord opened doors to further her 
studies in (classical) vocal perfor-
mance at CCM. They now have two 

beautiful children, Julian and Alina. 
They are very happy to join the CHPC 
Family. Cindy is an Adjunct Professor 
of Voice at Xavier U. and runs a voice 
studio in Clifton.
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BY ELDER CHRISTY ROEDIGER

PRAYER STATIONS 
RETURN IN NOVEMBER
Is there anything in your life or a 
family member’s life, in your neigh-
borhood, or in the world that could 
use God’s power to heal or bring 
about change?  

College Hill Presbyterian has a long 
tradition of providing Healing Prayer 
during communion each month  
and after other worship services. 
These were curtailed during COVID. 
But the need is evident. “We heard 
you!” 

Novem-
ber brings 
Thanks-
giving 
and this 
, another 
welcome 
change:  
prayer 
stations 
in every 
worship 
service.  

during the first Sunday of the 
month, we’ll have Prayer Healing 
Stations as part of our Communion 
celebration.  Elders and church lead-
ers will be available to listen, anoint 
you with oil, and pray for you as you 
prepare your heart for communion.  
during worship services for 
the other weeks of the month, 
there will be prayer teams available 
near the close of each service. 

Consider how you need the Lord’s 
touch and who in your life you can 
bless through prayer.  Jesus prom-
ises, “For where two or three gather 
together as my followers,  I am there 
among them” (Matthew 18:20).  That 
makes a majority!  

Initially, there may be mask protocols. 

The CHPC website, CHPC.org, has a 
new look and easier-to-use features 
for even the “technology chal-
lenged.” Heather Lethander, Exec. 

Director, undertook the redesign 
and made the whole site more intui-
tive. It went “live” on Oct 11. Try it out. 
Find out about life at CHPC. 

Worship 9AM Traditional & 10:30 AM Contemporary Services

LIVING UNDIVIDED
What if instead of the topic of race 
only creating intensely heated or 
shamefully hushed conversations, 
there was an environment where 
those conversations could be 
doused in grace and become cat-
alysts for the kind of growth that 
bridges racial divides? 
  
God is making grace-filled con-
versations possible through UN-
DIVIDED. Developed in 2015 by 
Crossroads Church’s Rev. Chuck 
Mingo with Troy Jackson and Brit-
tany Wade, over 3000 people from 
churches and faith-based organiza-
tions have participated. UNDIVID-

“When the Lord saw her, He felt com-
passion for her, and said to her, ‘Do 
not weep’” (luke 7:18).

• Jesus experienced rejection and 
disappointment: “Again and again 
they struck him … and spit on him”  
(mark 15:19). 

This Advent and Christmas, we will 
celebrate that Jesus can connect to 
each of us in the predicaments and 
challenges of human life because he 
has been through it himself. What a 
joy to know that God is not aloof and 
distant, but he has experienced the 
same things we have. 

•  Jesus faced tough choices and 
temptations directly from the Devil: 
“He was in the desert forty days, be-
ing tempted by Satan” (mark 1:13). 

• Jesus felt compassion for others: 

(continued from page 1)

ED is now available to businesses 
“interested in exploring the intersec-
tion of faith and race.” https://www.
undivided.com    
Since 2019 all of CHPC’s new officers 
have participated in the UNDIVIDED 
training. Elders Dave Snyder, Helen 
Brooks and other grads are trained 
as facilitators. This month, the 4th 
new officer group begins their five-
day training. 

Next January at the ECO annual 
Gathering, Drew Smith, Darryll Davis, 
and Dave Snyder will join develop-
er Troy Jackson as witnesses to the 
effects of UNDIVIDED at CHPC. Pray 
for this exciting opportunity. 

EASIER 

CHPC.org


