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REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH, INC. 

CONSTITUTION 
 

ARTICLE I 

Name 

 

The name of this corporation is Redeemer Lutheran Church, Inc. (‘Redeemer’), a Virginia non-

profit corporation. 

 

ARTICLE II 

Purpose and Mission 

 

The purpose and mission of Redeemer is to reach out to people and bring them into a growing 

relationship with Jesus Christ through worship of God, vigorous study of His Word, individual 

loving care, uplifting of one another, and the committed support of his work throughout the 

world as directed in Matthew 28: 18-20; Luke 24: 44-48. Redeemer pledges itself to proclaim in 

word and deed what God has done, and is still doing, in Jesus Christ for our salvation and to 

invite people to accept Christ as Savior.  The Members of Redeemer therefore, with the help of 

God, are dedicated to the following: 

 

A.  The worship of the Triune God, preaching based on the scriptures, the administration of the 

Sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy Communion according to Christ's institution; 

 

B.  Witnessing of our faith in Jesus Christ to each other, the community in which we live, the 

nation and the world; 

 

C.  Offering service to our fellow man by acts of mercy and concern; 

 

D.  Practicing stewardship by the intelligent management and use of God's gifts to us; 

 

E.  Celebrating fellowship with one another so a spirit of unity and joy exists in Redeemer; 

 

F.  Growing in faith and knowledge of Jesus Christ by the education of all ages through study 

and mutual sharing of God's Word and Sacraments; 

 

G.  Caring for the physical, emotional and spiritual needs of each Member of Redeemer; 

 

H.  Equipping the saints (Ephesians 4:12) for the mission given to us by God (Mark 16:15); and 

 

I.  Identifying and encouraging Members within Redeemer to pursue careers as Professional 

Church Workers. 
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ARTICLE III 

Confessions of Faith 

 

Redeemer accepts and acknowledges the following: 

 

A.  All the canonical books of the Old and New Testaments as the inspired Word of God and the 

only rule and norm of faith and practice; and 

 

B.  The confessions listed below as the true and genuine interpretations of the Scriptures we 

believe and teach: 

 

 1.  The Ecumenical Creeds (Apostles', Nicene, Athanasian); 

 2.  The Unaltered Augsburg Confession; 

 3.  The Apology of the Augsburg Confession; 

 4.  The Smalcald Articles; 

 5.  Luther's Large Catechism; 

 6.  Luther's Small Catechism; and 

 7.  The Formula of Concord. 

 

ARTICLE IV 

Synodical Membership 

 

A.  Redeemer shall be a member of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (‘LCMS’) and the 

District in which it is geographically located, so long as the confessions and the Constitution of 

the LCMS and District are in accord with the confessions and Bylaws of Redeemer (‘Bylaws’). 

 

B.  It will be the duty of Redeemer and its Members to support the work of LCMS and to send its 

Pastor(s), lay delegate(s), and Professional Church Worker(s) to the District conventions of the 

LCMS.  Redeemer’s Pastor(s), lay delegate(s) and Professional Church Worker(s) attending 

District conventions will vote in accordance with the stated wishes of the Members on those 

matters on which the Members have specified their wishes through the Board of Directors. 

 

ARTICLE V 

Membership 

 

A.  Membership Classification.  Members of Redeemer shall be classified as follows: (1) 

Baptized; and (2) Confirmed/Voting.  The term Member is used collectively herein to refer to 

universal Member duties and responsibilities.  The term Confirmed/Voting Member is 

specifically used herein with regard to rights and obligations involving approval authority. 
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ARTICLE VI 

Governing Authority 

 

A.  Governing Authority. 

 

 1.  The Confirmed/Voting Members, through the Board of Directors, will be the governing 

body for Redeemer and will administer, with and through the Senior Pastor, all affairs of 

Redeemer other than spiritual care. 

 

 2.  The Board of Directors will have no authority beyond that which is conferred upon them 

and whatever power has been delegated to them by the Articles of Incorporation, the 

Constitution, the Bylaws or by the Confirmed/Voting Members. At any time, the 

Confirmed/Voting Members may alter or revoke any authority that has been granted to the Board 

of Directors. 

 

B.  Spiritual Authority. 

 

 1.  The Board of Spiritual Care will administer, through the Senior Pastor, the spiritual care 

of Redeemer and its Members. 

 

 2.  In accordance with the Holy Scriptures and Confessions of the LCMS, as outlined in the 

Bylaws, the Senior Pastor will oversee the spiritual authority of Redeemer and its Members. 

 

C.  Approval Authority. 

 

 1.  The Confirmed/Voting Members, at Congregational meetings, will be the approval 

authority for all matters presented by Members, the Board of Directors, the Senior Pastor, the 

LCMS Southeastern District or LCMS. 

 

 2.  A simple majority vote of the Confirmed/Voting Members present is required in the 

following areas: 

 

  a.  Approval of the annual budget; 

  b.  Election of the Board of Directors; 

  c.  Removal of Directors; 

  d.  Amendments to the Bylaws; and 

  e.  Approval of Redeemer’s strategic objectives and goals (annual and/or long term). 

 

 3.  A two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of the Confirmed/Voting Members present is required in 

the following areas: 

 

  a.  Calling or removal of Pastors or other Professional Church Workers; and 

  b.  Termination of Redeemer’s synodical membership in the LCMS.    
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 4. In the event of a national, state, regional or county emergency or catastrophic event, 

which prevents Confirmed/Voting Members from assembling for a Congregational Meeting and 

exercising their approval authority, Confirmed/Voting Members hereby temporarily grant their 

approval authority to the Board of Directors to act on their behalf until such time as the 

emergency or catastrophic event is over.  This temporary approval authority would include 

adjustments to the annual budget, applying for loans and taking action on any other special issue.  

 

D.  Operating Authority. 

 

 1.  The Senior Pastor is responsible to the Members through the Board of Directors for the 

day-to-day operation and administration of Redeemer. 

 

 2.  The establishment and authority of all committees is governed by the Bylaws. 

 

E.  Congregational Meetings.  Subject to the Bylaws, a Congregational Meeting of the 

Confirmed/Voting Members of Redeemer may be called for or requested by: 

 

 1.  A majority of the Board of Directors; 

 2.  The Senior Pastor; 

 3.  The LCMS Southeastern District President, LCMS Circuit Visitor or LCMS President; or 

 4.  Ten percent (10%) of the Confirmed/Voting Members of Redeemer. 

 

F.  Right of Calling.  The right of calling Pastors and other Professional Church Workers will be 

vested in the Confirmed/Voting Members through a ‘call service’ in accordance with the Bylaws. 

 

ARTICLE VII 

Church Property 

 

A.  If at any time the Confirmed/Voting Members of Redeemer decide by a simple majority vote 

at a Congregational Meeting to separate into two (2) or more groups and cease to function as a 

single congregation, the Board of Directors will first consult with the President of the District in 

which Redeemer is geographically located, to seek his guidance as to whether the nature of this 

split falls under the mandated rules of the LCMS formal dispute resolution process.  If the 

guidance from the District President is that the split does, then that formal dispute resolution 

process will be followed.  If the guidance received is otherwise, the Board of Directors will act 

jointly with the District President to devise a deliberate and negotiated process to determine the 

split of the property of Redeemer, and all benefits connected therewith, between the two (2) or 

more groups.   

 

B.  In the event that Redeemer dissolves and ceases to exist, all property shall be used by the 

Confirmed/Voting Members and the Board of Directors for the payment of debts and all just 

claims against Redeemer, and any and all surplus and all rights connected therewith shall be 

conveyed to and become the property of the District of LCMS to which Redeemer belongs. 
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ARTICLE VIII 

Amendments 

 

A.  Article III herein will not be subject to any amendments or appeal. 

 

B.  Amendments to the Constitution must be decided by a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of the 

Confirmed/Voting Members present at either an Annual or a Special Congregational Meeting 

called for that purpose.  Prior to any vote being taken on any amendments, proper notice must be 

provided to Confirmed/Voting Members.  Such notice will consist of the following: 

 

 1.  A copy of the proposed amendments posted in a conspicuous place at Redeemer and 

provided via letter or electronic means no less than two (2) weeks prior to the vote; and  

 

 2.  A verbal announcement at worship services during the this same two (2)-week period 

prior to the vote. 

 

C.  All proposed amendments shall be submitted to the LCMS Southeastern District President for 

review by the Constitution Review Task Force and approval by the LCMS Southeastern 

District’s Board of Directors before being presented to Confirmed/Voting Members for approval. 

 

 

END OF CONSTITUTION 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Adoption, Ratification and Effective Date 

 

This Constitution was adopted and ratified by the Confirmed/Voting Members of Redeemer on 

_______________________. 

 

This Constitution is effective as of ____________________________.   

 

 

                                                                           Redeemer Lutheran Church, Inc. 

 

 

__________________________ By:  ___________________________________ 

Dated     Its Secretary 
 


