




INTRODUCTION TO OUR
ROMANS SERIES

The Feast, throughout this month of October, is an incredible time for us as 
a Student Ministry and you as an individual to grow deeper in your walk with 
Christ. We have provided for you a day-by-day devotional series to help you 
as you walk through the book of Romans this month. Romans is a wealth of 
Spiritual insight that we believe could radically transform the way you think 
about Christ! One thing we have desired to do throughout this journal is to 
keep the gospel first. Each day, you will see how the gospel speaks to our 
hearts and lives from the Word of God. Hopefully by the end of this series 
you will have a new understanding, thankfulness, and love for the gospel of 
Jesus Christ! “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God 
for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.” 
Romans 1:16. May the power of God’s magnificent gospel transform your 
heart and mind this month!

We have designed this series to put the Word of God first! Each day, the 
most important thing you will read is the Scripture text itself. We ask that 
you not just use these devotions alone but only allow the written devotions to 
supplement what you have already read and learned from the text itself. As 
you read, we have created space for you to write notes. Interact with the text 
as you read and learn! We have then provided a prompt or two at the end of 
each devotion for you to use your notes section even more.

We hope you have an amazing month in the Word of God!



INTRODUCTION TO ROMANS

The year is A.D. 57 and the church at Rome is divided.  The brief history of 
the church is strong but the present condition is far from healthy.  As you 
step foot inside different house churches across the city you can feel the 
tension in the air.   Jewish Christians and Gentile Christians are not seeing 
eye to eye within the church. Jewish Christians are those descended from 
Abraham himself who have come to saving faith in Christ. Gentile Christians 
are those not descended from Abraham yet still fully a part of the body of 
Christ through Christ’s salvation.

We look around at the tensions that exists and wonder, how did we get 
here?  Well, the church at Rome was likely first established by Jewish Chris-
tians as they returned to Rome from Jerusalem after the events of Pentecost 
(Acts 2:10, “visitors from Rome”).  So then, the church began as a Jewish 
Christian church.  This didn’t last long however, as around 15 years later, in 
A.D. 49, the Jewish emperor Claudius expelled the Jews from Rome.  During 
these days without Jewish Christians in Rome, many Gentile Christians 
rose up to continue the work of the church.  Churches that began as Jew-
ish churches now began to be Gentile in practice as Gentile believers filled 
them!  Now, this is all well and good until A.D. 54 when the Jews are allowed 
to return.  They are in for quite a shock when they realize that their Jewish 
church now looked very different! 

The tension is this:  Jewish Christians wanted to continue observing Mosaic 
Law as they practiced their Christian faith (which is a totally acceptable prac-
tice!) while the Gentile Christians wanted to practice their freedom from 
the restrictions of the Mosaic law (which is also a totally acceptable prac-
tice!).  Who would win this religious battle?  Would the Jews who founded the 
church get to have their way?  Would the Gentiles who practice the freedom 
of their new-found faith in Christ get to keep things as they are?



Paul wrote this letter to remind the church at Rome just how beautifully the 
gospel speaks to the divisions that are found within the church.  The gospel 
breaks down the divisions that exist between believers!  Paul wants to show 
that the gospel unites believers; even believers who come from different 
backgrounds, cultures, ethnicities, levels of society, etc.  Paul reminds the 
church of the gospel message that still rings true today.  The gospel still unites 
Christians from all over the globe!

So, as you read Romans throughout the month, remember the context into 
which it is written.  Remember the state of the church so that you can better 
understand the beauty of the unifying gospel.  And I promise you this, that if 
you allow yourself this month to embrace the gospel truths of this book, you 
will find yourself both in awe of the gospel of Jesus Christ as well as in awe of 
the unity that it brings to believers. 



OCTOBER 1ST

ROMANS 1

Tough Love
 Maybe you read through Romans 1 today and you were a little thrown 
off by Paul’s tone here in the second half of the chapter.  Paul, the greatest 
missionary of all time is throwing the Gentiles some pretty “in your face” 
accusations! 
        This is the definition of tough love!  Of course, maybe you read this 
and think, “I see the ‘tough’ part, not so much the ‘love’ part.”  Consider this, 
if you were to go to the doctor today and they did an x-ray and found that 
something inside of you was not functioning the way it is supposed to, what 
would be the “loving” thing for the doctor to do?  Would it be for him or her 
to tell you that everything is okay in order to let you leave the doctor’s office 
happy?  No way!  The most loving thing that doctor can do is say that there is 
an issue and we need to operate!
        The same is true for these Gentile Christians in A.D. 57 and for all of 
us in 2017.  We need someone to love us enough to tell us that we are broken 
people!  We need this truth to sink in deeply.  Is it easy to hear? Not at all.  Is 
it important to hear?  Life-alteringly important!
        One Christian minister once stated, “The gospel is bad news before 
it is good news.”  This sounds odd, but what does he mean by this?  He means 
that the gospel first tells us how bad we are so that Christ can show us how 
good he is!  The bad news is that we are sinners, but as we will see in Romans 
3, the good news is what Christ has done for us!
        Take time on the top half of the next page to write out a prayer of 
thankfulness to the Lord.  Thank him that, though you once fell perfectly into 
this “bad news” category of Romans 1, through Christ Jesus, you now fall into 
the “saved by grace” category! 
        On the bottom half of this page, write out a prayer asking God to 
speak to you this month.  As we begin our journey through Roman, ask that 
God would supernaturally speak to you!  Ask for transformation in your heart 
and life this month.





OCTOBER 2ND

ROMANS 2

Tough(er) Love
        I wouldn’t be surprised if while this letter was being read, the Jewish 
Christians were nodding their heads along with every word Paul wrote about 
the sins of the Gentiles.  However, those head nods likely turned very quickly 
into heads hung low when Paul explained that the Jewish Christians weren’t 
any better off in regards to sin.  Paul explains that the Jewish Christians were 
judging the sins of the Gentiles while doing the very same things!
        It’s easy for us to spot a hypocrite isn’t it; someone else who talks the 
talk without walking the walk. We can spot that from a mile away.  Howev-
er, you want to know what is very hard?  Spotting the hypocrisy in our own 
life.  How often are we exactly like those whom Paul is describing here.  We 
judge the sins of others without ever dealing with our own?  I have often come 
down hard on people when they have done the very things I have done.  I have 
often held bitterness in my heart towards someone else when all the while I 
had committed the very same act that I was bitter over.
        This shows just how deep the sinful human condition can be.  We sin 
by trying to pretend our sin isn’t really our sin!  When I consider this, I im-
mediately jump to Romans 7 and cry out with Paul, “What a wretched man I 
am!”  But friend, if you can hold on a little longer, the good news of the gospel 
is on the way!  Spoiler alert: we who judge other’s sin, while committing it on 
our own, no longer have to pretend to be a judge of sin. The true judge was 
judged in our place!  Christ on the cross.  The true judge became willing to be 
judged and take the judgement we deserve!  But more on that soon!
        In your notes on the right, write a few lines about what you learned 
during today’s reading.  Also, and I know this will be hard, take time to think of 
some ways hypocricy has slipped into your own life.  Ask that the Lord would 
help remove this sin and that you could know Christ more truly and deeply as 
you lay down sins and struggles that lay in the way of him.





OCTOBER 3RD

ROMANS 3

A Powerful Conjunction
        As we saw in the introduction, the church at Rome was a church in 
need of unity.  Well, in chapter 3 unity is exactly what they get.  How are 
Jews and Gentiles unified?  Well, Paul shows us clearly that they are unified 
in their unrighteousness!  “None is righteous, no, not one;” (3:10).  Jews and 
Gentiles have received the same verdict: condemned, sinful, hopeless apart 
from Christ.  We too are unified with the church at Rome in this respect.  We 
too, in our sin, find ourselves on the outside looking in.  We can’t be good 
enough for God.  We can’t follow the law enough.  Verse 20 reminds us that 
by works of the law no human will be justified!
        And then it happens.  The blessed conjunction.  The conjunction that 
changes everything for us who are condemned in our sin.  “But now the righ-
teousness of God has been manifested apart from the law…”  If there were 
no “but now” to show that God has intervened, you and I would be hope-
less!  But hopelessness is not the final word!  Even as we have all sinned and 
fallen short of God’s glory (3:23), we are now justified by his grace as a gift 
through the redemption of Christ Jesus (3:24)!
        Martin Luther, the great writer and thinker of the 16th century stat-
ed, “Thou hast taken upon thyself what is mine and hast given to me what 
is thine.  Thou hast taken upon thyself what thou wast not and hast given 
to me what I was not.”  What did he mean by this?  He is saying that in the 
sweet exchange of the gospel, Christ has taken upon our sin, shame, guilt, and 
condemnation, and has given us instead his righteousness, grace, mercy, and 
love.  What a sweet exchange indeed!  2 Corinthians 5:21 says it even more 
beautifully, “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in 
him we might become the righteousness of God.”  He took our sin and gave 
us his righteousness.  Blessed exchange.
        In your notes section today, take a moment to simply write out a 
prayer of thankfulness to our God who has beautifully redeemed us from our 
sin when we had no hope!  Then, write out specific ways the knowledge of this 



redemption changes how we live in our day-to-day life.  For example, “Be-
cause I am redeemed by Christ, I no longer have to be “good enough” to get 
to heaven.” Try and think through other ways in which this gospel message 
changes how we live.



OCTOBER 4TH

ROMANS 4

Against All Hope
Paul continues to teach about salvation by faith and not works by using Abra-
ham as an example.  Had Abraham been justified by his works, then he would 
have something inside of himself to boast about instead of boasting about 
God.  Instead, he was justified because of his faith in God.  It was not because 
Abraham kept the law perfectly that he and his offspring would receive prom-
ises that God had for him, but rather his faith.  Paul says in verse 14, “For if 
those who depend on the law are heirs, faith means nothing and the promise 
is worthless…” He is saying that if we try and keep the law, we will fail.  God’s 
promises and his grace live outside of the law, not under the law.  Promis-
es come by faith and by God’s grace alone, not by our works and what we 
earn.  As sinful, fallen people we cannot earn God’s favor and we cannot earn 
our way to righteousness. That is why his grace is so amazing!  It is God giving 
us something that we do not deserve!
Abraham was counted as righteous and he knew that God had promised him 
many children.  “Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed.”  (v. 18)  He 
knew that God had made him a promise and he knew that he would fulfill that 
promise.  He faced the facts that his body was old and his wife’s womb was 
dead, yet he did not waiver in his faith.  In fact, verses 20 and 21 show us that 
his faith was strengthened and he was fully persuaded that God had the power 
to do what he promised he would do.  This is what made him a man of great 
faith; against all odds, where there was no hope, he trusted in God!
Abraham is an example to us to have faith that does not waiver, even when 
everything around us says that God cannot do what he has said he will do.  He 
is the God who raised Jesus from the dead and delivered our sins to death all 
for our justification!  He will keep his promises!
In your notes section, ask God to forgive you for the times that you have 
not had a deep faith.  Take some time to ask God to help you have a faith like 
Abraham.  Ask him to help you to have a faith that is strengthened in the 
difficult times, a faith that “in hope believes”. 





OCTOBER 5TH
ROMANS 5

Peace and Hope
        As we saw in the previous chapter, Paul is reminding the church that 
believers are justified through faith alone, by grace alone, and because of 
that, we can have peace with God.  The only way that we can have peace with 
God is through His Son’s death, burial, and resurrection.  We can now proud-
ly, and boastfully stand in the grace that God has given us.  It is such a relief 
as a follower of Jesus to know that there is nothing I can do to earn or lose my 
salvation because God, through His son, has done the work necessary.  Even 
more, we can boast during our times of suffering because, as Paul reminds us, 
“suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, 
hope.”
        One of my favorite verses of scripture is verse 8.  Paul says, “But 
God demonstrates His own love for us in this; While we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us.”  God knew that we were stuck in our sins.  He knew that 
we could not earn our way to Him nor our way to right standing.  He loved 
us too much to leave us there.  He demonstrated his love in the most in-
credible way; while we were still sinners, knowing we couldn’t “fix” ourselves, 
“get everything on track”, or “get our act together,” He sent Christ Jesus to 
bring us hope!  In the creation story of Genesis 3, we remember that sin and 
condemnation came into the world from one act of disobedience, the act 
of choosing self over God.  In the redemption story, we see where salvation 
and justification came into the world from one act of obedience, the act of 
choosing God over self.  Where our sin increased, God’s grace increased even 
more!
        Take some time to thank God for demonstrating His love for us by 
sending His son.  Thank Him that while we were stuck in our sin and hopeless-
ness, He sent us hope and a way to be justified!  Thank God for His grace that 
never ends. 





OCTOBER 6TH

ROMANS 6

Dead to Sin
        Paul closed the previous chapter by saying, “where sin increased, 
grace increased all the more.”  He knew the next questions would be some-
thing along the lines of, “If we are given grace when we sin, shouldn’t we keep 
sinning to obtain more grace?”  Maybe you even thought that, when reading 
yesterday’s passage.  Paul stopped the discussion before it even started by 
saying, “By no means!”  That is the furthest things from the truth.  Christ 
Jesus did not conquer death so that we could abuse His grace, but rather He 
conquered death so that we could count ourselves as “dead to sin but alive in 
Christ.”  
        Sin is no longer our master, because we do not live under the law.  In-
stead, we live under God’s grace.  Again, Paul reminds us that this is not an 
excuse to live any way we please because we know we will receive forgive-
ness.  He tells us that when we sow seeds in a life of sin we will reap death!  In-
stead, since we have been set free, we should be seeking a life of righteous-
ness which leads to holiness.
        He closes the chapter with one of the most well-known verses in 
Romans, “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.”  The payment for our sins is death, and that is exactly 
what we deserve.  But God in His grace gave us His son Jesus who took on 
death for us! Even more, he conquered death by rising from the grave! What 
a comforting and peaceful thought to know that we are not given what we 
deserve.  
        In your notes, think about a time when you have abused God’s grace 
and ask Him for forgiveness for your misuse of His gift.  Ask Him to help you 
be more aware of His grace and what it cost. 





OCTOBER 9TH

ROMANS 7

Don’t Walk on the Grass
        Have you ever been somewhere and seen a sign that tells you not to 
walk on the grass?  You probably respond to it the same way I do.  Maybe you 
had zero intention of walking on the grass.  You didn’t even consider leaving 
the sidewalk.  Suddenly however, you get that feeling deep inside of you that 
says, “I have got to walk on this grass!”
        If you understand this feeling then you likely understand what Paul 
means when he is describing the law.  The law is not evil in itself, but the law 
showed us just how evil we are! As the law showed us the way in which we 
should live, we suddenly felt this fleshly desire to rebel and live outside of 
that.  We saw that we shouldn’t walk on grass and suddenly we couldn’t stay 
on the sidewalk.  The law indeed shows us our own sinfulness.
        In this sense the law is like a mirror. It shows us exactly who we are 
in regards to our ability to be “good enough” for God.  And every time, that 
mirror shows us the same thing - we aren’t even close.  In fact, it is impossible 
that we could be good enough.  Whenever we try we end up feeling a lot like 
Paul; wretched, hopeless, and helpless.  This is exactly why Christ came.  He 
came to do what we could not!
        In your notes, think hard and make a list of ways you are trying to be 
“good enough” for God.  This may require some in depth look into your own 
heart.  Often, these things come in the form of “checklist” Christianity.  We 
try to check off the right boxes so that God will be “on our side.”
        As you see these things written out, confess them to God and ex-
press your sincere need for him.   Express the truth that you are hopeless 
without him and that by his grace you can experience the redemption that 
you could never attain to on your own!



Think hard and

make a list of ways

you are trying to be

“good enough”

for God.



OCTOBER 10TH

ROMANS 8

Conqueror, Not Condemned
        Paul continues with some great news in chapter 8.  He says, “there is 
now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus”.  The word condem-
nation has the same idea as someone who stands before a judge and receives 
a guilty sentence.  Paul is telling us that as believers, we will not fall under 
the guilty judgement of God.   Instead, He makes us co-heirs with His son 
Jesus.  As believers, we must set our minds on things that are in line with the 
Spirit of God.  Our minds must be governed, or ruled by the things that the 
Spirit desires.  When we allow our flesh to rule our minds, we become closed 
off and hostile to the things of God and it is not pleasing to Him. 
        We are never promised that this life will be free of suffering, but we 
are taught that in our suffering we are sharing in Christ’s sufferings.  These suf-
ferings are worth it when we think of the reward that we will have in the pres-
ence of God.  We have something to hope in; our salvation in Christ.  When 
we are weak, the Spirit will be there to guide us and help us in our weakness.
        Paul closes the chapter with some of the greatest news in the whole 
book; “If God is for us, who can be against us?”  As believers, just as we can-
not fall under the guilty judgement of God, we cannot fall under the guilty 
judgement of man!  Christ Jesus, our Savior, is at the right hand of God the 
Father interceding for us, saying, “Because of their faith in me, they are not 
guilty! And nothing can separate them from my love!”  In all the things that 
can go wrong in our lives, there is nothing that can separate us from the love 
of God.  We are more than conquerors through Him!
        Spend some time thinking about something in your life that you feel 
has come between you and God, whether it is a specific sin, or a person, or 
a situation.  Take a minute to pray and give that situation over to God.  Ask 
Him to help you see that He is interceding on your behalf and that you are 
not separated from His love!  Spend some time praising God that instead of 
receiving condemnation, you are now a co-heir with Jesus and a conqueror 
through him!  





OCTOBER 11TH

ROMANS 9

By Faith Alone
        Paul takes his readers on quite the journey in Romans 9-11.  Many, 
including myself, have read Romans in the past and are fully on board through 
chapters 1-8 and chapters 12-16, but there is something about this 9-11 sec-
tion that leaves us confused!
        What we must remember throughout this section is that Paul him-
self is a Jew.  He is a Jewish man who is in great agony because of the fact that 
many of his Jewish brothers and sisters are rejecting the very Messiah whom 
they have waited upon! The hearts of many Jews had been hardened so much 
that they were unwilling to see what was right in front of them.
        Maybe you have had a close friend or family member who did not 
know Christ. Maybe it seemed that no matter how much you showed the love 
of Christ to them and told them that Christ loves them so deeply, they were 
unwilling to come to know him as Savior.  There is sadness in this! Paul was 
experiencing this sadness over his Jewish family members.
        Paul then had to deal with some accusations that existed questioning 
if God is faithful to the Jewish people or not. And of course, God is faithful to 
all of his promises! We see however that many Jews were unfaithful.  How so? 
They were living according to a way of life that stated that if they just follow 
the law closely enough they will be righteous. They thought they could earn 
their own righteousness! However, Paul is quick to remind us that the basis 
of God’s salvation is not a checklist righteousness but instead faith in what 
Christ has accomplished for us.
        Indeed God is faithful to all of his promises and to his people. We 
will see soon in chapter 11 that there is a faithful remnant of Jewish believers 
who take hold of the riches of God’s blessing not through a human-based 
righteousness but on faith in Christ alone!
        Exactly 500 years ago this month, a man named Martin Luther 
started an event that has become known as the Protestant Reformation. 
There were serious flaws in the church in the 16th century and Luther, as well 



as others, went to great lengths to help mend them. One central theme of 
the reformation is the latin term, Sola Fide, “By faith alone.” You see, Luther 
knew what Paul knew long before the 1600s: we are saved not by works but 
by faith in the one who has accomplished the great work of our salvation upon 
the cross!  May your cry today be Sola Fide!
        In your notes section, write out a prayer of thankfulness to God for 
his work on your behalf! He did what you could not do for yourself. Thank him 
for his salvation by faith and not by works, for if it were by works, who could 
gain it? 



OCTOBER 12TH

ROMANS 10

A Gift Worth Sharing
        Here in Romans 10, Paul desires to do three things. First, he desires 
to appeal once again to his Jewish brothers and sisters who have traded the 
righteousness of God for righteousness of their own. He calls them to come 
view Christ has he is: the only source of righteousness! Secondly, he wants to 
show both Jews and Gentiles alike, how they can be saved.  Finally, he wants 
to show the beauty of sharing this good news of Christ’s saving grace.
        It’s quite a question when you think about it isn’t it? How can I be 
saved? Often we ask this question in light of our brokenness. “I mean, how 
can someone like me be saved from my sins. God, haven’t you seen what I’ve 
done? Where I’ve been? The things I’ve done to dishonor you?” But even 
as we say this are we not falling into the trap Paul warns us against, the trap 
where we view salvation in light of our works (or lack thereof!).
        In verse 9, Paul shows us the way in which you and I can be saved.  “Be-
cause, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your 
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” That’s how it’s 
done; belief that Jesus is Lord and that God raised him from the dead!
        Isn’t it our temptation to want more? We want some type of salva-
tion that depends more on us. We want to earn it.  However, let us always be 
quick to remind ourselves that we cannot! As we stated yesterday, it’s by faith 
alone!
        Paul isn’t don’t with us yet in chapter 10. In verses 14-17 he shows us 
the role of believers to share the good news!
        If you are anything like me then you know how to share things about 
which you are passionate. When my favorite team wins, my twitter account 
will often let you know! When my wife does something amazing at work, I 
am so quick to brag on her to anyone and everyone! Think about it, we share 
those things we are passionate about.
        It should also be so with our faith. Actually, it should be even more 
so! We have the greatest gift of all time! We who were once enemies of God 



are now reconciled with God by the work of his Son through the power of the 
Holy Spirit! This is exciting news. May we share with the world what Christ 
has done!
        In your notes today, take time to think through someone in your 
life who you know does not have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. 
Write that person’s name down. Take a moment to pray for that person, ask-
ing God to give you the opportunity to share the good news of Jesus Christ 
with them.  There is nothing better we can do, having received this great gift, 
than to share this gift with others! May this be your heartbeat this week!



OCTOBER 13TH

ROMANS 11

A Joy Worth Asking About
        Maybe your reading of Romans 11 has left you with more questions 
than answers. That is quite alright! In this short time try we can try and answer 
a few!
        The Jews are God’s people. This much is clear! God chose a man 
named Abraham to be the father of his people (maybe you remember singing 
“Father Abraham” as a child). This family of God was to follow God alone and 
be a light to the surrounding nations. God loved this family so deeply. He was 
faithful to them even when they were faithless back. His love for this family 
of faith was deeper than you or I can imagine. But the beautiful thing is, God 
has adopted you and me into the family! We are now fully in the family of 
God by the work of his Son, Jesus Christ. We have entered into this deep 
love!
        For those of us who are not Jewish by lineage, because we are ad-
opted into the family, we can now look up and see that Israel’s story has now 
become our story! We have full rights as children of God because of the work 
of Christ!
        However, still today there are many Jews who are descendants of 
Abraham biologically (through their family tree) but not descendants of 
Abraham spiritually (through faith). As we have seen, many have traded the 
grace of God for a righteousness that comes through their own works. Paul 
shows us that we who are Gentiles, who are adopted into God’s family, now 
have the opportunity to show the Jews what they are ultimately missing out 
on. The Jews, under Paul’s hopes, will become jealous of those who have come 
to know Christ! They will hopefully see that they have neglected their true 
Messiah and come to faith in him!
        I want to ask you this question today: Are you living in such a way 
that would make one outside the faith want what you have? Do we show the 
kind of joy in our manner of life that would make those around us ask what is 
different about us? I would hope that people would come to faith in Christ as 



they see the difference in how we live and are led to ask us what is so differ-
ent! At this point we simply tell them, it’s the grace of Christ!
        Pray this morning that God would allow the joy of his salvation to 
overflow in your heart and life. Pray that your joy for Christ would be conta-
gious to those around you. Write out a few reasons the gospel of Jesus Christ 
provides for us great joy. Allow these reasons to be the launching pad for a life 
of infectious, joyful living.



OCTOBER 16TH

ROMANS 12

A Living Sacrifice 
All throughout scripture we see instructions on how to live a Godly life.  It 
always seems to be something so simple yet so contradictory to what our 
culture teaches us.  That is no different than what we are reading in chapter 
12.  Paul is giving instructions on living a set apart Christian life.  He instructs 
us, that in light of God’s mercy, we should be living sacrifices.  We know those 
are two contradictory words, so what does it mean to be a living sacrifice?  It 
means that your life should be a life of putting others before yourself.   It 
should be a life of service, and service generally comes with a sacrifice.  May-
be you want to hang out with friends this weekend but your elderly neighbor 
needs help cleaning their yard.  You choose to help the neighbor and sacrifice 
time with your friends.  The world tells us to put ourselves first, not consider-
ing others.  In contrast, verse 2 tells us to not conform to this world and the 
ways of this world but instead renew our minds and be transformed by God. 
Another aspect of service and being a living sacrifice is knowing that God has 
given each of us different talents and giftings to be used in unique ways.  Just 
as you have one body with many parts working exactly the way they are sup-
posed to, the body of Christ should function in the same manner; each of us 
serving in roles in which God has gifted us.
        Our transformed mind and desire to be a living sacrifice will only 
lead us to loving people in action.  Our love must be sincere, hating evil and 
chasing after what is good.  We must not seek revenge and retribution when 
someone wrongs us.   Instead we must overcome evil and wrongdoing with 
doing good!  Verse 12 is such an important verse, “Be joyful in hope, patient in 
affliction, faithful in prayer.”  We should be joyful in the hope of our salvation 
in Christ.  We should be patient in the difficult times, knowing that our faith 
is strengthened in weakness.  We should be faithful to pray.
        Take a minute to write out some ways in which God has gifted you 
and how you are using those gifts.  Write out some ways that you could use 
your gifts better! Think about ways that you could love those around you bet-



ter, especially those who persecute you and treat you wrong.  Lastly, rejoice 
in hope! Take a minute to listen to your favorite worship songs, or write out 
some praises to God, rejoicing in the hope we have in him! 



OCTOBER 17TH

ROMANS 13

Loving Our Neighbor
        In this chapter, Paul calls believers to love their neighbors as our-
selves.  Paul didn’t make this idea up because in fact Jesus said it before Paul! 
Like Jesus had done long before, Paul explains how the commandments of 
the law can be summed up by loving our neighbors. Paul wants believers not 
just to see the commandment itself but also see what is at the heart of the 
commandment.
        Think about each command Paul lists through the lens of neigh-
borly love. Each one of these –adultery, murder, theft, coveting – would be 
stopped if only we would love our neighbor in the same way we would desire 
to be loved. Our job then as believers is to start viewing those around us as 
neighbors. This includes our family, friends, classmates, teammates, and even 
those we don’t necessarily get along with.
        You see, what Paul is doing towards the end of Romans is showing us 
how the gospel makes its way into our day-to-day life. The fact that Christ 
has loved us when we were unlovable shows us how to love those around us. 
The gospel then, while being the good news of an event that happened 2,000 
years ago, has far reaching implications that affect every area of our life even 
today!
        Paul, like Christ, doesn’t ask us if we would like to love those around 
us. He doesn’t give us an option of whether we should love or not. He doesn’t 
even simply let us love those whom it’s easy to love. He calls us instead to 
love. Love like he loved. Love for his glory. Love even those whom it’s difficult 
to love.
        In your notes, think through and write out a few ways you can treat 
those around you as neighbors. How can you show love and serve those whom 
you come into contact with on a daily basis? I promise you, as you show love 
to those around you, they will begin to wonder what it is about you that is so 
different. Like we discussed back in chapter 11, it is at that point that we pro-
claim, “It’s Christ in me!”



How can you

show love and serve

those whom you come into

 contact with on a

daily basis?



OCTOBER 18TH

ROMANS 14

A House United
        Think back to our introduction to Romans at the beginning of this 
journal. You may remember the tension between Jewish and Gentile Chris-
tians within the church at Rome. Paul addresses this clearly here in chapter 
14.
        You see, the Gentile believers were living out their new-found free-
dom in Christ that is a freedom apart from the Mosaic law. The Jews were 
practicing their devotion to Christ Jesus as they continued observing the Mo-
saic law. It seems Jews would often get frustrated with the fact that Gentiles 
weren’t practicing the faith like they were. Gentiles probably wondered why 
Jewish Christians weren’t living out the same freedom that they had found!
        Paul writes to help bring the two sides together. I love that Paul 
doesn’t call them to make two different churches but instead to continue 
meeting in unity despite their differences. This is what Christian unity looks 
like: believers from different cultures, backgrounds, and traditions coming 
together to celebrate the faith that they have in common. Paul sought for 
them to agree upon the essentials of faith even while they see things a little 
differently regarding those things which are non-essential to our salvation.
        A great Christian minister of the 17th Century was a man named 
Richard Baxter. He has a quote that I have grown to love: “In essentials, unity; 
in non-essentials, liberty; in all things, charity.” Baxter here is making a three-
fold point:  1. In things that are essential to faith, all believers need to have 
unity. We need to be unified in the fact that Jesus is the Son of God, our God 
is Trinity, Salvation is by grace through faith, etc.  2. In things non-essential to 
the faith (meaning not necessary to believe in order to be saved), we need to 
allow liberty. Maybe you have been to a church of another denomination that 
practices some aspect of faith a little different than your own church does. 
Maybe this could include a different worship style, a different way of dressing, 
or a different type of worship space. So long as their practice falls in line with 
scripture, we should allow freedom for this!  3. In all things there must be 



charity. Baxter ends by explaining that we need to be charitable towards our 
brothers and sisters in Christ who might practice their faith in a way that is a 
little different from our own practice.
        Jews and Gentiles in the church of Rome needed a lesson in church 
unity. They needed to discover how people from different backgrounds can 
serve one Lord and Savior! One thing I love about Rock Creek is that we are 
a church body made up of different races, cultures, and backgrounds, yet we 
come together each week to lift up that which is essential: Jesus Christ as 
Lord!
        Take a moment and thank God for Rock Creek. Pray that God would 
continue to use it as a place that showcases unified diversity. Pray for Mark, 
Greg, Jason, and other ministers at Rock Creek as they continue to lead this 
beautifully fashioned body of Christ.



OCTOBER 19TH

ROMANS 15

Christ’s Beautiful Example
        Here in chapter 15, Paul doubles down on what he stated in the 
chapter before. He urges the Christians in the church of Rome to follow the 
example of Christ as they look to be a unified body.
        More than any of us ever could, Christ Jesus was willing to lay down 
himself completely so that we who were once far off can now come and be 
unified with Christ. This is quite an example to try to live up to! Paul reminds 
us that Christ wasn’t about the business of looking after his own interests and 
pleasing himself. Instead, he was willing to lay down his own rights in order to 
serve! One of the greatest examples of this is when Jesus, who only had a few 
hours before his crucifixion, lowered himself to wash his disciples feet. What 
an example of putting others above yourself.
        So what is Paul wanting these Christians here in Rome to learn? He 
desires that they would learn how to, at times, lay down their own rights in 
order to build up a brother or sister. There were certainly freedoms that Gen-
tile believers could embrace but they needed to do so in a way that would not 
cause Jewish believers to stumble. Jewish believers, in turn, could learn not 
to judge their Gentile brothers and sisters if they do not practice their Jewish 
customs.
        And how about the way Paul ends this first paragraph, “Welcome one 
another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.” What a high call-
ing! Christ Jesus welcomed me when I was dead in sins. I was so far from him 
and he welcomed me just like the prodigal son was welcomed with celebration 
when he returned home in rags. If indeed Christ has welcomed me in this way, 
should I not do this for my brother or sister in Christ? It’s easy to judge one 
another, it’s harder to be unified despite our differences. Sometimes, the hard 
ways are the most important ones.  
        In John 17, Jesus is praying to his Father and proclaims that the world 
will believe that Jesus has been sent by the Father when believers are unified 
(17:20-21). Jesus takes unity seriously! Unity isn’t just important for those 



inside the church but also for those who are outside, in order that they may 
see and believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.
        Take time now to pray that you would seek unity among your broth-
ers and sisters in Christ. Pray that you would be someone who promotes 
community and not division. Couldn’t this transform a student ministry? No 
longer is it “Senior High,” “Junior High,” “this school,” “that school,” “the 
senior class,” but instead it is simply, the body of Christ. What a beautiful 
picture for the world to see.



OCTOBER 20TH 

ROMANS 16

Brothers and Sisters in Christ
        In this last chapter of Romans, Paul provides for the church a list of 
brothers and sisters in Christ whom he wants to greet.  Some of these names 
he lists alongside a description of what they have personally done for him and 
for the gospel. Some of these names he simply lists by themselves. Either 
way, he takes time and attention to consider those who have helped him in his 
ministry.
        You and I both know many people who are so critical to our own 
faith and witness. You may be reading this as one who came to faith in Christ 
because a dear friend invited you to church and you heard the gospel. Maybe 
you read this as one who has gone through a difficult time in life and Christian 
friends have rallied around you to help point you to Jesus, even in the tough-
est of times.
        I am so thankful for those who walk with me through life. We were 
never meant to live the Christian life alone. We live this life in community!
        Take a moment in your notes to write out the names of some dear 
brothers and sisters in Christ. Take time to think of what they have done for 
you and for your faith. Pray for these brothers and sisters. Pray for their 
strength, encouragement, and well-being. Also, pray that you could be this 
same kind of friend to others.
        End your time of prayer reciting Paul’s prayer in the conclusion of 
Romans. Pray over your friends the verses of Romans 16:25-27.



Glory to God
Now to Him who has power to 

strengthen you according to my gospel and the 
proclamation about Jesus Christ, according to the 

revelation of the mystery kept silent for long ages but 
now revealed and made known through the prophetic 
Scriptures, according to the command of the eternal 

God to advance the obedience of faith among all 
nations— to the only wise God, through Jesus 

Christ—to Him be the glory forever!

Amen.





This has been a great time
in the book of Romans!

We hope that through the Holy Spirit,
Scripture has come alive to you! We also

hope that through our continued Bible reading
plans, you will continue to walk in the Word of God.

We would love to walk alongside of you as 
 read scripture! That’s what the body

of Christ is all about!

With all that we have learned from the book
of Romans in mind, let us be students who

celebrate the Gospel, love the
body of Christ, and share the
hope of God with the world!




