
FOOD FOR THOUGHT (continued) 

TAKING IT HOME 
1. Throughout the Bible, God calls us to return to him FIRST out of what he has entrusted 
to us BEFORE we meet the rest of our financial responsibilities.  This “priority giving” is 
both an act of thanking God for his past provision and trusting God for his future provision.  
Can you think of reasons people have for giving out of their “leftovers” rather than giving as 
a priority?  

2. Jesus said that intentional generosity fights greed and makes an investment in eternity 
that can never be taken away.  LET’S GET PERSONAL… when it comes to generosity, 
what is your biggest fear or barrier to become the most generous version of yourself? 

3. Read Mark 12:41-44.  It’s natural to think that if we made more money, we would be 
more generous.  But studies show that a rise in income doesn’t always mean a rise in 
giving.  How do the following verses help us understand generosity and faith from God’s 
perspective?  

4. At the end of the day, how we handle our money is not as much a MONEY ISSUE as it is 
a HEART ISSUE and a FAITH ISSUE!  What single practical step would you be willing to 
put into practice this week to allow God to help you grow in generosity?  

MESSAGE NOTES 

Upside Down  //  Week 4 

Jesus taught an upside down view of ______________________________. 

Watch out and guard yourselves from every kind of greed; because your true life is not 
made up of the things you own, no matter how rich you may be.  Then Jesus told them 
this parable:   

There was once a rich man who had land which bore good crops.  He began to think to 
himself, “I don’t have a place to keep all my crops.  What can I do?  This is what I will do,” 
he told himself.  “I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, where I will store the 
grain and all my other goods.  Then I will say to myself, Lucky man!  You have all the good 
things you need for many years.  Take life easy, eat, drink, and enjoy yourself!”   

But God said to him, “You fool!  This very night you will have to give up your life; then who 
will get all these things you have kept for yourself?”   

And Jesus concluded, “This is how it is with those who pile up riches for themselves but 
are not rich in God’s sight.”  Luke 12:15-21 

How money works in God’s Kingdom: 

1. Everything I have is ______________________________ by God. 

Teach those who are rich in this world not to be proud and not to trust in their money, 
which is so unreliable.  Their trust should be in God, who richly gives us all we need for our 
enjoyment.  1 Timothy 6:17 

2. Everything I have is a ______________________________. 

Tell them to use their money to do good.  They should be rich in good works and generous 
to those in need, always being ready to share with others.  1 Timothy 6:18 

3. Everything I give is an ______________________________ in eternity. 

By doing this they will be storing up their treasure as a good foundation for the future so 
that they may experience true life.  1 Timothy 6:19

W C C

But who am I, and who are my people, that we could give anything to you?  Everything we 
have has come from you, & we give you only what you first gave us!  1 Chronicles 29:14

VERSE TO REMEMBER:

SCRIPTURE: GOD’S PERSPECTIVE:

Proverbs 3:9-10 

Proverbs 15:22 

1 Timothy 6:6-10 

Luke 16:11 



FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
Our Home Churches and Session Groups are all currently in session!  We encourage you 
to take these questions home with you and WRITE DOWN YOUR ANSWERS.  Bring 
them with you to help as you discuss how to apply this to your life!  Have a great week! 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU 
1. When you were growing up, what was one thing that you begged your parents for until 
you finally got it… or begged your parents for and never received until you could buy it on 
your own? 

2. We live in a society where most people have plenty of material possessions compared to 
the rest of the world.  Based on your observations, what are 2 or 3 typical “wants” that 
people often confuse with a “need”?  How would you personally define the difference? 

DIGGING DEEPER 
1. Read the following verses together:   

The rich think of their wealth as a strong defense; they imagine it to be a high wall of safety.  
Proverbs 18:11 

Those who love money will never have enough.  How meaningless to think that wealth 
brings true happiness!  Ecclesiastes 5:10 

In what ways have you seen people find SAFETY and HAPPINESS in their wealth rather 
than in God?  How does that typically show up in our culture today? 

2. Read Matthew 6:24-33.  This is one of Jesus’ main teachings on money and 
possessions.  in your opinion, why does Jesus spend so much time on this topic?  How 
would you summarize the message contained in Jesus words if he were speaking to us 
today?

MESSAGE NOTES (continued) 

The “upside down” plan on generosity: 

1. Always give back to God ______________________________! 

Honor God with everything you own; give him the first and the best.  Proverbs 3:9 

MY KINGDOM: GOD’S KINGDOM: 
1. Spend		 	 1. Give 

	 2. Save	 	 	 2. Save 
	 3. Give	 	 	 3. Spend 

2. Determine to give God a ______________________________.  

Make an offering of ten percent, a tithe… bring this into the presence of God… in this way 
you will learn to live in deep reverence before God as long as you live.  
Deuteronomy 14:23 

3. Determine to make it a ______________________________. 

Remember this - a farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a small crop.  But the one 
who plants generously will get a generous crop.  You must each decide in your heart how 
much to give.  And don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure.  “For God loves a 
person who gives cheerfully.”  And God will generously provide all you need.  Then you will 
always have everything you need and plenty left over to share with others… For God is the 
one who provides seed for the farmer and then bread to eat.  In the same way, he will 
provide and increase your resources and then produce a great harvest of generosity in you.  
2 Corinthians 9:6-8, 10
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“Be doers of the word and not hearers only…” James 1:22

Home Churches and Session Groups are great ways to get connected! To view all 
the available options, check out the following link… 

GG.WestbridgeChurch.com

GET CONNECTED!

http://GG.WestbridgeChurch.com
http://GG.WestbridgeChurch.com

