
FOOD FOR THOUGHT (continued) 

TAKING IT HOME 
1. As citizens of God’s Kingdom, we want to reflect the value of PEACE and live as 
“peacemakers” in a world that is in turmoil.  What practical instructions do the following 
verses give us for doing that?  What do you find the most challenging about that? 

2. As you reflect on what it means to be a “peacemaker”, what is one practical way you 
can reflect the PEACE of God’s Kingdom this week? 

3. Is there anyone in your life that you need to pray for, forgive, or make amends to?  How 
will you do that this week? 

MESSAGE NOTES 

Upside Down  //  Week 2 

Big idea for this series:  

1. The Kingdom of God does not operate like our culture operates. 

2. The Kingdom of God affects us most in the area of our relationships. 

The “upside down” Kingdom of peace: 

1. Peace begins in our _________________, not our ______________________________. 

You have heard that our ancestors were told, “You must not murder.  If you commit murder, 
you are subject to judgment.”  But I say, if you are even angry with someone, you are 
subject to judgment!  If you call someone an idiot, you are in danger of being brought 
before the court.  And if you curse someone, you are in danger of the fires of hell.  So if you 
are presenting a sacrifice at the altar in the Temple and you suddenly remember that 
someone has something against you, leave your sacrifice there at the altar.  Go and be 
reconciled to that person.  Then come and offer your sacrifice to God.  Matthew 5:21-24 

2. True love asks us to reconsider our position on ______________________________. 

You have heard the law that says the punishment must match the injury: “An eye for an 
eye, and a tooth for a tooth.”  But I say, do not resist an evil person!  If someone slaps you 
on the right cheek, offer the other cheek also.  If you are sued in court and your shirt is 
taken from you, give your coat, too.  If a soldier demands that you carry his gear for a mile, 
carry it two miles.  Give to those who ask, and don’t turn away from those who want to 
borrow.  Matthew 5:38-42 

3. We are most like God when we love those who ______________________________. 

You have heard the law that says, “Love your neighbor” and hate your enemy.  But I say, 
love your enemies!  Pray for those who persecute you!  In that way, you will be acting as 
true children of your Father in heaven.  For he gives sunlight to both the evil and the good, 
and he sends rain on the just and the unjust alike.  If you love only those who love you, 
what reward is there for that?  Even corrupt tax collectors do that much.  If you are kind 
only to your friends, how are you different from anyone else?  Even pagans do that.  But 
you are to be perfect, even as your Father in heaven is perfect.  Matthew 5:43-47
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SCRIPTURE: APPLICATION FOR MY LIFE:

Ephesians 4:29 

1 Thessalonians 5:15 

Hebrews 12:14-15 

James 1:19-20 

Romans 12:14-18 

Proverbs 15:1 



FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
Our Home Churches and Session Groups are all currently in session!  We encourage you 
to take these questions home with you and WRITE DOWN YOUR ANSWERS.  Bring 
them with you to help as you discuss how to apply this to your life!  Have a great week! 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU 
1. As you reflect on the talk from Sunday, was there anything that particularly stood out to 
you, challenged you, or confused you? 

DIGGING DEEPER 
1. Read Luke 23:32-43.  What reminder does this give us of the power of forgiveness?  
How does remembering God’s forgiveness towards you impact your ability to choose to 
forgive others? 

2. Jesus’ Kingdom is about peace over power - but it isn’t based on our circumstances - it 
is rooted in our identity in Jesus.  How do the following verses affirm that idea?

MESSAGE NOTES (continued) 

How to be a peacemaker: 

1. Refuse to be ______________________________ by a past injustice. 

And “don’t sin by letting anger control you.”  Don’t let the sun go down while you are still 
angry, for anger gives a foothold to the devil.  Ephesians 4:26-27 

Watch out that no bitterness takes root among you, for as it springs up it causes deep 
trouble, hurting many in their spiritual lives.  Hebrews 12:15  

2. Refuse to seek ______________________________ for a past injustice. 

Never pay back evil with more evil.  Do things in such a way that everyone can see you are 
honorable.  Do al that you can to live in peace with everyone.  Dear friends, never take 
revenge.  Leave that to the righteous anger of God.  …Don’t let evil conquer you, but 
conquer evil by doing good.  Romans 12:17-19, 21 

If you feel someone has wronged you, forgive them.  Forgive others because the Lord 
forgave you.  Colossians 3:13 

3. Refuse to ______________________________ my own injustices. 
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“Be doers of the word and not hearers only…” James 1:22

God blesses those who work for peace, for they will be called the children of God.  
Matthew 5:9

VERSE TO REMEMBER:

Home Churches and Session Groups are great ways to get connected! To view all 
the available options, check out the CATALOG this morning or go to this link on 
your smart phone or internet computer device thingy: 

GG.WestbridgeChurch.com

GET CONNECTED!

SCRIPTURE: AFFIRMATION OF GOD’S PEACE:

John 14:27 

Philippians 4:6-9 

John 16:33 

Matthew 11:28-30 

http://GG.WestbridgeChurch.com
http://GG.WestbridgeChurch.com

