
FOOD FOR THOUGHT (continued) 

TAKING IT HOME 
1. In Matthew 6:33, Jesus says this:  

But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you 
as well.  

In your own words, what does it look like for you to “seek first his kingdom”? 

2. What are the barriers that keep you from doing that?  What is one step you can take this 
week to overcome that barrier? 

3. As you reflect on the talk from Sunday, was there anything that particularly stands out to 
you, challenges you, or confuses you? 

4. What might God be asking you to do with this message?

MESSAGE NOTES 

Upside Down  //  Week 1 

What is the “upside down” Kingdom of God? 

1. Jesus came to earth and started a ______________________________! 

2. Jesus intentionally subverted the ______________________________ of the day, 

which relied on being ______________________________. 

What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees.  Hypocrites!  For you 
are careful to tithe even the tiniest income from your herb gardens, but you ignore the more 
important aspects of the law - justice, mercy, and faith.  You should tithe, yes, but do not 
neglect the more important things.  Matthew 23:23 

- Replaced the temple, priest, and sacrifice with himself! 

3. Jesus intentionally subverted the ______________________________ of the day,  

which relied on being ______________________________. 

My Kingdom is not an earthly kingdom.  If it were, my followers would fight to keep me 
from being handed over to the Jewish leaders.  But my Kingdom is not of this world.  
John 18:36 

	 - Called himself Lord, Savior, and Son of God - all Roman terms! 

4. The Kingdom of God relies on ________________________________________!

W C C

This is my commandment: Love each other in the same way I have loved you.  There is no 
greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friend.  John 15:12-13

VERSE TO REMEMBER:



FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
Our Home Churches and Session Groups are all currently in session!  We encourage you 
to take these questions home with you and WRITE DOWN YOUR ANSWERS.  Bring 
them with you to help as you discuss how to apply this to your life!  Have a great week! 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU 
1. The Apostle Paul talks about how both Jews and Gentiles have become one group and 
they now share one citizenship in God’s Kingdom.  If you know it, what is your ethnic or 
family nationality background? 

DIGGING DEEPER 
1. Read Acts 17:1-9.  Verse 7 describes Paul and Silas’ allegiance to Jesus as treason 
against the Roman Empire.  Why do you think the Kingdom of God is such a threat to the 
systems of religion and politics? 

2. Often in his teachings, Jesus drew contrasts between how our world works and how 
citizens of his kingdom would operate. What contrasts are revealed in the following verses? 

MESSAGE NOTES (continued) 

5. Followers of Jesus recognize him as their ______________________________, and  

recognize their ______________________________ in his Kingdom.  

In those days you were living apart from Christ.  You were excluded from citizenship among 
the people of Israel, and you did not know the covenant promises God had made to them.  
You lived in this world without God and without hope.  But now you have been united with 
Christ Jesus.  Once you were far away from God, but now you have been brought near to 
him through the blood of Christ.  Ephesians 2:12-13  

For Christ himself has brought peace to us.  He united Jews and Gentiles into one people 
when, in his own body on the cross, he broke down the wall of hostility that separated us.  
He did this by ending the system of law with its commandments and regulations.  He made 
peace between Jews and Gentiles by creating in himself one new people from the two 
groups.  Together as one body, Christ reconciled both groups to God by means of his 
death on the cross, and our hostility toward each other was put to death.   
Ephesians 2:14-16 

So now you Gentiles are no longer strangers and foreigners.  You are citizens along with all 
of God’s holy people.  You are members of God’s family.  Ephesians 2:19 

6. Allegiance to our King is best expressed in our ______________________________! 

You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.  This is 
the first and greatest commandment.  A second is equally important:  Love your neighbor 
as yourself.  The entire law and all the demands of the prophets are based on these two 
commandments.  Matthew 22:37-40

W C C

“Be doers of the word and not hearers only…” James 1:22

Home Churches and Session Groups are great ways to get connected! To view all 
the available options, check out the CATALOG this morning or go to this link on 
your smart phone or internet computer device thingy: 

GG.WestbridgeChurch.com

GET CONNECTED!

SCRIPTURE: CHARACTER TRAIT REVEALED:

Matthew 5:21-22 

Matthew 5:38-42 

Matthew 5:43-45 

Matthew 20:25-28 

Matthew 6:19-21 

Matthew 6:25-33 

http://GG.WestbridgeChurch.com
http://GG.WestbridgeChurch.com

