
HOME CHURCH QUESTIONS (continued) 

TAKING IT HOME 
1. The story in Acts chapter 15 that we read together on Sunday talked about how 
barriers were unintentionally created BY THE CHURCH!  From day one, Westbridge has 
strived to tear down those barriers and keep the mission and message simple!  We do that 
when we SACRIFICE for others.  What things have you seen others sacrifice so that you 
could experience God’s love at Westbridge Church? 

2. In what areas of your life would you be willing to sacrifice to ensure that we put all the 
“bottom rungs on the ladder” for people who are far from God?  

3. Sacrifice often requires us to say NO to something in our life so that we can say YES to 
something God wants to do through us!  Is there an area of your life that you would need 
to say NO to in order to say YES to sacrificing for others? 

4. What might God be asking you to do personally with this message? 

MESSAGE NOTES 

Squad Goals  //  Week 1 

Common Myth:  Church is for _____________________________________________. 

Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.  
Take my yoke upon you.  Let me teach you, because I am humble and gentle at heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy to bear, and the burden I give is light.  
Matthew 11:28-30 

What we believe about church:  

1. Deep down, people genuinely want to ______________________________ with God. 

For the Son of Man came to seek and save those who are lost.  Luke 19:10 

2. The church can unintentionally create ______________________________ to God.  

It wasn’t long before some Jews showed up from Judea insisting that everyone be 
circumcised:  “If you’re not circumcised in the Mosaic fashion, you can’t be saved.”   
Acts 15:1 

Paul and Barnabas were up on their feet at once in fierce protest.  The church decided to 
resolve the matter by sending Paul, Barnabas, and a few others to put it before the 
apostles and leaders in Jerusalem.  Acts 15:2 

When they got to Jerusalem, Paul and Barnabas were graciously received by the whole 
church, including the apostles and leaders.  They reported on their recent journey and how 
God had used them to open things up to the outsiders.  Acts 15:4 

But then some of the believers who belonged to the sect of the Pharisees stood up and 
insisted, “The Gentile converts must be circumcised and required to follow the law of 
Moses.”  Acts 15:5 

God knows people’s hearts, and he confirmed that he accepts Gentiles by giving them the 
Holy Spirit, just as he did to us.  He made no distinction between us and them, for he 
cleansed their hearts through faith.  So why are you now challenging God by burdening the 
Gentile believers with a yoke that neither we nor our ancestors were able to bear?  We 
believe that we are all saved the same way, by the undeserved grace of the Lord Jesus. 
Acts 15:8-11
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And so my judgment is that we should not make it difficult for the Gentiles who are turning 
to God.  Acts 15:19

VERSE TO REMEMBER:



HOME CHURCH QUESTIONS: 
We encourage you to take these questions home with you and WRITE DOWN YOUR 
ANSWERS.  Bring it with you to Home Church as you discuss how this applies to your life! 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU 
1. As you reflect on your different church experiences, can you think of ways that churches 
unintentionally created barriers between you and God?  

2. Thinking about the talk from Sunday, was there anything that particularly caught your 
attention, challenged you, or inspired you? 

DIGGING DEEPER 
1. Read Luke 19:1-10.  As you think about how Jesus relates to people, is there anything 
that stands out to you about his interaction with Zacchaeus?  Why is verse 10 so critical for 
us and regarding how we see people today? 

2. Read Ephesians 2:4-10.  Take a minute to think about God’s INCREDIBLE GRACE in 
your own life!  As you think about God’s grace towards you, in what ways does that impact 
your motivation to help other people FIND & FOLLOW JESUS?

MESSAGE NOTES (continued) 

3. The message of Jesus should always be _________________________________ for  

___________________________________! 

Jesus, overhearing, shot back, “Who needs a doctor: the healthy or the sick?  Go figure 
out what this Scripture means: ‘I’m after mercy, not religion.’  I’m here to invite outsiders, 
not coddle insiders.”  Matthew 9:12-13 

SQUAD GOAL #1: 

People of Westbridge Church will always ___________________________________ for  

those who have yet to start following Jesus!
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“Be doers of the word and not hearers only…” James 1:22

THIS AFTERNOON!!! 
All Church Picnic - 5pm @ Settler’s Park in Hanover 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 27TH 
Water Baptism and Child Dedications during both services

MARK YOUR CALENDARS… 


