
FOOD FOR THOUGHT (continued) 

4. As you reflect on your own kids or kids that you are engaged in relationship with on a 
consistent basis, what stages do you identify them in?  Based on the stages they are in, 
what do you think they need most from you right now to prepare them for life?  

5. Read this verse:   

See how very much our Father loves us, for he calls us his children, and that is what we 
are!  1 John 3:1 

God is our perfect heavenly father!  How does the way you view God impact the way you 
view and lead your family?  

6. Looking at what kids need for healthy relationships with parents, which one would you 
say you need to focus on the most right now, and how will you do that? 

	 Unconditional Acceptance 

	 Ongoing Physical Affection 

	 Serious Fun 

	 Consistent Presence 

7. What might God be asking you to do with this message?  What is your next right step?

MESSAGE NOTES 

#ParentFail  //  Week 2 

2 observations about parenting: 

1. Your job as a parent is not to _______________________________ your kids, but to  

________________________________ them for life! 

Direct your children onto the right path, and when they are older, they will not leave it.  
Proverbs 22:6 

2. Your top priority as a parent is to retain ___________________________________! 

4 different stages of parenting: 

1. The ______________________________ years.  (Ages 1-5) 

2. The ______________________________ years.  (Ages 5-12) 

3. The ______________________________ years.  (Ages 12-18) 

4. The ______________________________ years.  (Age 18+) 

How to retain influence into the friendship years: 

1. Younger children are influenced through ______________________________ and  

______________________________. 

2. As they grow older, children are influenced through __________________________! 

W C C

Parents, do not provoke your children to anger by the way you treat them.  Rather, bring 
them up with the discipline and instruction that comes from the Lord.  Ephesians 6:4

VERSE TO REMEMBER:



FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

Our groups are taking a break for the summer.  Use these questions for personal study and 
reflection during the summer season, and our groups will launch again in the fall! 

INTRODUCTION 
This week, we launched our series #ParentFail… As you work at becoming a better parent, 
or possibly think about being a parent in the future, use these questions to help you apply 
what you’re discovering. 

1. This week’s teaching highlighted the idea that we need a different approach to our kids 
during different stages of their life.  Can you remember how your parents handled that?  
Did they transition through the seasons, or were they out of sync with your stage of life? 

2. This wisdom from King Solomon can be seen in this simple Proverb:  

Direct your children onto the right path, and when they are older, they will not leave it. 
Proverbs 22:6 

This is a proverb, which means that generally speaking, this is how life works!  As you 
reflect on this verse, what “path” are you putting your kids on right now?  Is that path 
leading them to the future that you have envisioned for them?  Why or why not? 

3. Influence with younger kids comes through size and position.  But influence as our kids 
get older is retained only through RELATIONSHIP!  The way that you can continue to 
discipline as needed while maintaining relationship is to side with your kids AGAINST their 
consequences!  In fact, that is what God did for us!  How does that help shift your mindset 
when it comes to discipline? 

MESSAGE NOTES (continued) 

Maintaining relationship requires: 

1. Unconditional ___________________________________. 

Whoever embraces one of these children as I do embraces me, and far more than me - 
God who sent me.  Mark 9:37 

2. Ongoing physical ___________________________________. 

Love each other with genuine affection, and take delight in honoring each other.   
Romans 12:10 

3. Serious ___________________________________.  

A cheerful heart is good medicine, but a broken spirit saps a person’s strength.   
Proverbs 17:22 

4. Consistent ___________________________________.  

So the Word became human and made his home among us.  John 1:14

W C C

“Be doers of the word and not hearers only…” James 1:22

Our goal at Westbridge Church is to partner with you as a parent to help set the anchor of 
God’s love DEEP in the heart of your kids!  With that in mind, consider downloading the 
“Parent Cue” App to your smart device.  We customize the content each week so that you 
can connect with what your child is learning at Westbridge and gain some practical things 
to say and do with your kids to reinforce the message!  Try it out today!

PARENT CUE APP


