
FOOD FOR THOUGHT (continued) 

2. Allowing your kids to experience consequences actually builds their self-esteem 
because it helps them have confidence in owning their own choices.  When it comes to 
consequences, which of these areas do you struggle with most, and what would it look like 
if that changed? 

	 CLEARLY COMMUNICATED 

	 CONSISTENTLY UPHELD 

	 CONNECTED TO THE OFFENSE 

3. This set of verses tell us what God thinks about us, even when we don’t reflect that in 
our behavior.  Read through these verses this week as you see in yourself what God sees! 

THIS IS ALSO HOW GOD SEES YOUR KIDS! 

In what ways could you AFFIRM the identity of your children while you address their 
behavior?  How does this help you frame parenting differently? 

MESSAGE NOTES 

Family Circus  //  Week 1 

Understanding parenting: 

1. Your role is not to ______________________________ your kids, your role is to  

______________________________ them for life! 

2. You can best prepare your kids by retaining ______________________________.  

3. Influence only grows through ______________________________. 

Parents, do not provoke your children to anger by the way you treat them.  Rather, bring 
them up with the discipline and instruction that comes from the Lord.  Ephesians 6:4 

How to guide your kids without losing influence: 

1. Set healthy ______________________________. 

Discipline your children while there is still hope of influencing their future, so as not to play a 
part in their destruction.  Proverbs 19:18 

To discipline a child produces wisdom, but a mother is disgraced by an undisciplined child.  
Proverbs 29:15 

2. Let the ______________________________ do the screaming. 

Fools are quick to express their anger, but wise people are patient and control themselves.  
Proverbs 29:11 

A prudent person foresees danger and takes precautions.  The simpleton goes blindly on 
and suffers the consequences.  Proverbs 27:12 

W C C

Children are a gift from the Lord; they are a reward from him.  Children born to a young 
man are like arrows in a warrior’s hands.  How joyful is the man whose quiver is full of 
them!  Psalm 127:3-5

VERSE TO REMEMBER:

God’s beloved child John 1:12 / Ephesians 1:5

Declared perfectly righteous Romans 5:1

Filled with the “fullness of God” Ephesians 3:19

A “holy one” (saint) Ephesians 1:1

Blessed with every spiritual blessing Ephesians 1:3

Holy and blameless & made perfect forever Ephesians 1:4 / Hebrews 10:14

Bathed with wisdom and understanding Ephesians 1:8

Given an eternal inheritance Ephesians 1:11, 18

Made inseparable from God’s love Romans 8:35-39

One over whom God rejoices Zephaniah 3:17

One for whom the Lord throws a party Luke 15:7-10

Made complete in Christ Colossians 2:10

Given a spirit of fearlessness 2 Timothy 1:7

Become God’s masterpiece Ephesians 2:10

More than conquerors in all things Romans 8:37

One who can do all things through Christ Philippians 4:13



FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
We encourage you to take these questions home with you and WRITE DOWN YOUR 
ANSWERS.  Bring it with you to Home Church as you discuss how this applies to your life! 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU 
1. Just for fun, which of these TV families share similarities with your own family and why?  

	 Huxtables - The Cosby Show	 	 Taylors - Home Improvement 
	 Dukes - The Dukes of Hazzard	 	 Winslows - Family Matters 
	 Cleavers - Leave It To Beaver	 	 Gilmores - The Gilmore Girls 
	 Bradys - The Brady Bunch	 	 	 Bunkers - All In The Family 
	 Barones - Everybody Loves Raymond	 Simpsons - The Simpsons 

2. If you could go back in time and give your parents a piece of advice from this weekend’s 
talk, what would it be?  

DIGGING DEEPER 
1. Read Deuteronomy 6:4-9.  What principle of parenting is revealed in these verses?  

2. Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-7.  These verses are often shared at weddings, but they 
apply just as much to our role as parents or our relationships with kids in our life!  What 
behaviors stand out to you in these verses when you read them with kids in mind?  

TAKING IT HOME 
1. As you reflect on your own life, in what ways do you tend to exasperate or provoke your 
kids to anger because of your response?  Do you sense that you lose influence when that 
happens? 

MESSAGE NOTES (continued) 

3 Keys to healthy consequences:  

Are they ______________________________ communicated? 

Are they ______________________________ upheld? 

Are they ______________________________ to the offense? 

3. Affirm ___________________________ as you address __________________________. 

Thoughtless words can wound as deeply as any sword, but wisely spoken words can heal. 
Proverbs 12:18 

So you have not received a spirit that makes you fearful slaves.  Instead, you received 
God’s Spirit when he adopted you as his own children.  Now we call him, “Abba, Father.”  
For his Spirit joins with our spirit to affirm that we are God’s children.  Romans 8:15-16
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“Be doers of the word and not hearers only…” James 1:22

Looking for more information?  TEXT US!   

If you’ve started following Jesus, text the word “YES” 
For information on Home Churches, text the word “CONNECT” 
For information on Membership Class, text the word “MEMBERSHIP” 
For information on Serving Teams, text the word “SERVE”

TEXT US:  763.400.4364


