
FOOD FOR THOUGHT (continued) 

TAKING IT HOME 
1. Read Galatians 5:5-6 and 13-14.  These verses contrast the difference between a 
religion based on rules, and a relationship based on love.  What is most challenging to you 
personally about the idea that ALL THE LAW is fulfilled in the command to “love your 
neighbor as yourself”?  What is freeing about that idea? 

2. In what ways have you seen the model of “sacred spaces” and “sacred men” create an 
US vs. THEM mentality when it comes to church?  What does that look like in our world 
today? 

3. As you reflect on the talk from Sunday, what one thing particularly caught your attention, 
challenged you, or confused you?  What might God be asking you to do to apply that to 
your life this week?  

4. How can you group pray with you this week?

MESSAGE NOTES 

The End Of Religion  //  Week 2 

THE BIG IDEA: 
Jesus didn’t come to ESTABLISH a new religion, but to put and END to religion! 

Why religion doesn’t work: 

1. Religion creates sacred ____________________ and sacred ____________________. 

2. Religion seeks to _________________________ the sacred at all costs. 

3. Religion creates an ______________________________ mentality. 

Our options as a church: 

We can make a _________________________ or make a _________________________! 

“Now I say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church, and not 
even death will ever be able to overcome it.”  Matthew 16:18 

How Jesus and the early church made a difference: 

1. They leaned into ________________________ with those they disagreed with most.  

So Paul, standing before the council, addressed them as follows: “Men of Athens, I notice 
that you are very religious in every way, for as I was waling along I saw your many shrines.  
And one of your altars had this inscription on it: ‘To an Unknown God.’  This God, whom 
you worship without knowing, is the one I’m telling you about.  He is the God who made 
the world and everything in it.  Since he is Lord of heaven and earth, he doesn’t live in 
man-made temples, and human hands can’t serve his needs - for he has no needs.  He 
himself gives life and breath to everything, and he satisfies every need.”  Acts 17:22-25 

2. They were not afraid of _________________________ by association.  

But when Peter came to Antioch, I had to oppose him to his face, for what he did was very 
wrong.  When he first arrived, he ate with the Gentile Christians, who were not circumcised.  
But afterward, when come friends of James came, Peter wouldn’t eat with the Gentiles 
anymore.  He was afraid of criticism from these people who insisted on the necessity of 
circumcision.  As a result, other Jewish Christians followed Peter’s hypocrisy, and even 
Barnabas was led astray by their hypocrisy.  Galatians 2:11-13
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
Our Home Churches and Session Groups are all currently in session!  We encourage you 
to take these questions home with you and WRITE DOWN YOUR ANSWERS.  Bring 
them with you to help as you discuss how to apply this to your life!  Have a great week! 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU 
1. When you hear the word “religion”, what comes to mind?  Why? 

2. Do you tend to define the word “church” as a “house of God” or as an “assembly of 
people”?  What people, places, or events have shaped your view of the church? 

DIGGING DEEPER 
1. Read 1 John 4:7-12.  What stands out to you from these verses about the character of 
God as it relates to making a difference and not just making a point? 

2. In Matthew 5:44, Jesus challenges his followers to “love your enemies.”  You may not 
think you have enemies, but who are people who make you uncomfortable or pull you out 
of your comfort zone?  What would it look like to love those people? 

MESSAGE NOTES (continued) 

3. They refused to debate things that weren’t ______________________________. 

When Jesus returned to the Temple and began teaching, the leading priests and elders 
came up to him.  They demanded, “By what authority are you doing all these things?  Who 
gave you the right?”   

“I’ll tell you by what authority I do these things if you answer one question,” Jesus replied.  
“Did John’s authority to baptize come from heaven, or was it merely human?”   

They talked among themselves, “If we say it was from heaven, he will ask us why we didn’t 
believe John.  But if we say it was merely human, we’ll be mobbed because the people 
believe John was a prophet.”  So they finally replied, “We don’t know.”   

And Jesus responded, “Then I won’t tell you by what authority I do these things.”   
Matthew 21:23-27 

4. They didn’t judge non-Christians for ______________________________ that way. 
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“Be doers of the word and not hearers only…” James 1:22

For God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not die but have eternal life.  For God did not send his Son into the 
world to be its judge, but to be its savior.  John 3:16-17

VERSE TO REMEMBER:

Home Churches and Session Groups are great ways to get connected! To 
view all the available options, check out the CATALOG this morning or go 
to this link on your smart phone or internet computer device thingy: 

GG.WestbridgeChurch.com

GET CONNECTED!

http://GG.WestbridgeChurch.com
http://GG.WestbridgeChurch.com

