
FOOD FOR THOUGHT (continued) 

TAKING IT HOME 
1. Read 2 Corinthians 5:14-17.  We are invited to be resurrected to new life on a daily 
basis!  As you reflect on your own life, what does it mean for you that “the old life is gone 
and a new life has begun”?  What does that look like for you? 

2. The resurrection of Jesus changes EVERYTHING!  Because of the resurrection of Jesus, 
Paul wrote this: 

So, my dear brothers and sisters, be strong and immovable.  Always work enthusiastically 
for the Lord, for you know that nothing you do for the Lord is ever useless.   
1 Corinthians 15:58 

What are some of the ways that you “work enthusiastically for the Lord”?  Have you ever 
felt like what you were doing didn’t matter or was useless?  How does this encourage you? 

3. Take a moment to let the Good News of the message of Easter really sink in.  What is 
ONE THING for which you would like to express gratitude to God?  Would you be willing to 
share that with your group? 

MESSAGE NOTES 

Easter Sunday  //  2018 

What is Easter all about?  

1. We don’t believe the resurrection because of the ____________________________,  

we believe because of the ______________________________ accounts.  

“What are we going to do?” they asked each other.  “This man certainly performs many 
miraculous signs.  If we allow him to go on like this, soon everyone will believe in him.  Then 
the Roman army will come and destroy both our Temple and our nation.”  John 11:47-48 

So from that time on, the Jewish leaders began to plot Jesus’ death.  John 11:53 

2. When Jesus was crucified, nobody expected ________________________________! 

Early on Sunday morning, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and 
found that the stone had been rolled away from the entrance.  She ran and found Simon 
Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved.  She said, “They have take the 
Lord’s body out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!”  John 20:1-2 

Mary was standing outside the tomb crying, and as she wept, she stooped and looked in.  
She saw two white-robe angels, one sitting at the head and the other at the foot of the 
place where the body of Jesus had been lying.  “Dear woman, why are you crying?” the 
angels asked her.  “Because they have taken away my Lord,” she replied, “and I don’t 
know where they have put him.”   

She turned to leave and saw someone standing there.  It was Jesus, but she didn’t 
recognize him.  “Dear woman, why are you crying?” Jesus asked her.  “Who are you 
looking for?”  She thought he was the gardener.  “Sir,” she said, “if you have taken him 
away, tell me where you have put him, and I will go and get him.”   

“Mary!” Jesus said.  She turned to him and cried out “Teacher!”  

“Don’t cling to me,” Jesus said, “for I haven’t yet ascended to the Father.  But go find my 
brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 
God.’”   

Mary Magdalene found the disciples and told them, “I have seen the Lord!”   
John 20:11-18
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
We encourage you to take these questions home with you and WRITE DOWN YOUR 
ANSWERS.  Bring it with you to Home Church as you discuss how this applies to your life! 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU 
1. What is one of your favorite Easter traditions?  

2. As you reflect on the talk from Sunday, was there anything that particularly stood out to 
you, encouraged you, or inspired you?  

DIGGING DEEPER 
1. “The question we should be asking is not whether we believe in resurrection, but why a 
God who has power over death would allow himself to be killed in the first place.”  What 
does that reveal to us about God’s love for us? 

Read Philippians 2:5-11.  What is your favorite part about these verses? 

2. As you reflect on the eyewitness accounts of the resurrection of Jesus, what details 
stand out to you and why?  

MESSAGE NOTES (continued) 

3. If Jesus rose from the dead, it changes ___________________________________! 

I passed on to you what was most important and what had also been passed on to me.  
Christ died for our sins, just as the Scriptures said.  He was buried, and he was raised from 
the dead on the third day, just as the Scriptures said.  He was seen by Peter and then by 
the Twelve.  After that, he was seen by more than 500 of his followers at one time, most of 
whom are still alive, though some have died.  Then he was seen by James and later by all 
the apostles.  Last of all, as though I had been born at the wrong time, I also saw him.  For 
I am the least of all the apostles.  In fact, I’m not even worthy to be called an apostle after 
the way I persecuted God’s church.  1 Corinthians 15:3-11.  

So, my dear brothers and sisters, be strong and immovable.  Always work enthusiastically 
for the Lord, for you know that nothing you do for the Lord is ever useless.   
1 Corinthians 15:58
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“Be doers of the word and not hearers only…” James 1:22

And just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glorious power of the Father, now we 
also may live new lives.  Romans 6:4

VERSE TO REMEMBER:

Inside your program is a Home Church card!  We have several new Home 
Churches that are beginning for the Spring.  It’s a great way to have fun, make 
friends, and grow in your faith!  Sign up using the card in your program, OR go to: 

GG.WestbridgeChurch.com

JOIN A HOME CHURCH

http://GG.WestbridgeChurch.com
http://GG.WestbridgeChurch.com

