
FOOD FOR THOUGHT (continued) 

TAKING IT HOME 
1. Jeremiah said that our inability to delay gratification is often the root of many of our 
problems.  Why do you think that is so tempting for us?   

2. Read 1 Peter 5:6.  In what areas of your life are you tempted to chase immediate 
gratification instead of waiting for God’s timing?  

3. How has a season of waiting caused your perspective to change in a particular area of 
your life?    

4. What might God be asking you to do with this message?  How can your Group pray 
with you this week?

MESSAGE NOTES 

Closer Than You Think  //  Week 3 

A question we tend to ask: 

“Where is God in my season of ______________________________?” 

“O Lord, how long will you forget me?  Forever?  How long will you look the other way?  
How long must I struggle with anguish in my soul, with sorrow in my heart every day?” 
Psalm 13:1-2 

At that time there was a man in Jerusalem named Simeon.  He was righteous and devout 
and was eagerly waiting for the Messiah to come and rescue Israel…  Luke 2:25 

Zechariah and Elizabeth were righteous in God’s eyes, careful to obey all of the Lord’s 
commandments and regulations.  Luke 1:6 

In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a 
village in Galilee, to a virgin named Mary…  Luke 1:26-27 

“Praise the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has visited and redeemed his people.  He 
has sent us a mighty Savior from the royal line of his servant David, just as he promised 
through his holy prophets long ago… He has been merciful to our ancestors by 
remembering his sacred covenant.”  Luke 1:68-72 

Lessons we learn in waiting: 

1. We reap in a different ______________________________ than we sow. 

For everything there is a season, a time for every activity under heaven… A time to plant 
and a time to harvest.  Ecclesiastes 3:1-2 

2. God often uses waiting to ______________________________ us.  

Waiting does not diminish us any more than waiting diminishes a pregnant mother.  We are 
enlarged in the waiting.  We, of course, don’t see what is enlarging us.  But the longer we 
wait, the larger we become, and the more joyful our expectancy.  Romans 8:24-25

W C C

Be still in the presence of the Lord, and wait patiently for him to act.  Psalm 37:7

VERSE TO REMEMBER:



FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
Our Home Churches and Session Groups are all currently in session!  We encourage you 
to take these questions home with you and WRITE DOWN YOUR ANSWERS.  Bring 
them with you to help as you discuss how to apply this to your life!  Have a great week! 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU 
1. What are some of your favorite Christmas traditions?   

2. As you reflect on the talk from Sunday, was there anything that stood out to you, 
challenged you, or confused you? 

DIGGING DEEPER 
1. Read Luke 2:8-20.  400 years leading up to this story, God was silent.  The Jewish 
people needed to hold onto God’s promise of a Messiah.  How challenging do you think it 
was for people to remain faithful while they were waiting?  What can we learn from them? 

2. Read Galatians 6:9.  Are there areas of your life where you have planted - and you are 
waiting to reap the results of your efforts?  What encouragement do you receive from this 
verse?  How can you apply that to your situation of waiting? 

MESSAGE NOTES (continued) 

How to make the most of a season of waiting: 

1. ______________________________ as much as you can.  

God, teach me lessons for living so I can stay the course.  Give me insight so I can do 
what you tell me - my whole life one long, obedient response.  Psalm 119:33 

2. ________________________________________ as often as possible. 

Those who wait for the Lord will gain new strength.  They will soar high on wings like 
eagles.  They will run and not grow weary.  They will walk and not faint.  Isaiah 40:31 

3. Be faithful to ______________________________ what you know to do! 

So let’s not get tired of doing what is good.  At just the right time we will reap a harvest of 
blessing if we don’t give up.  Galatians 6:9

W C C

“Be doers of the word and not hearers only…” James 1:22

Sunday, December 24th:   
2:00pm  |  3:15pm  |  4:30pm 

- Great Christmas Music 
- Lots of laughter 
- Stories of life change 
- Communion 
- Family photo station 
- And a special Christmas Message 

Invite friends and family to join you for one of 3 Christmas Eve Services! 

*** Childcare provided for kids birth - 5 years old. 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES:


