
FOOD FOR THOUGHT (continued) 

TAKING IT HOME 
1. This last weekend, we discussed the story of Adam and Eve.  We discover that they 
became convinced that God couldn’t be trusted!  Jeremiah said that “the sins we tend to 
deal with are really just symptoms of the true sin that plagues us - our lack of trust in God!”   

What is your gut reaction to that thought?  In what areas of your life are you wondering if 
God can be trusted?  How does the arrival of Jesus to our world help your trust in God?  

2. Christmas reminds us that God is closer than we think!  Not only did Jesus come into 
our world, but he promises that he will ALWAYS be with us!  Read Romans 8:10-11.  
What encouragement do you find from these verses?  

3. Read Romans 8:31-39.  Is there one idea from this set of verses that you can carry with 
you this week?  Put that in your own words and share that with your group! 

4. How can your group pray with you this week?  

MESSAGE NOTES 

Closer Than You Think  //  Week 1 

What is Christmas all about? 

To fully _____________________ Christmas, we must ___________________ its history. 

“I bring you good news that will bring great joy to all people.”  Luke 2:10 

The term “Advent” means _________________________. 

The Lord himself will give you the sign. Look!  The virgin will conceive a child!  She will give 
birth to a son and will call him Immanuel - which means “God is with us”.  Isaiah 7:14 

The story of “Advent”: 

1. God created us to exist in _________________________ community with Himself.  

Then God said, “Let us make human beings in our image, to be like us.”  So God created 
human beings in his own image.  In the image of God he created them; male and female 
he created them.  Then God looked over all he had made, and he saw that it was very 
good!  Genesis 1:26, 27, 31 

2. Sin began when we were convinced God couldn’t be _________________________. 

“God knows that your eyes will be opened as soon as you eat it, and you will be like God, 
knowing both good and evil.”  The woman was convinced.  Genesis 3:5-6 

3. Sin always comes pre-packaged with a _________________________. 

In the past you were slaves to sin, and you did not even think about doing right.  You did 
evil things, and now you are ashamed of what you did.  Did those things help you?  No, 
they only brought you death.  Romans 6:20-21 

It’s your sins that have cut you off from God.  Isaiah 59:2 

4. Humanity tried in vain to _________________________ with God.
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
Our Home Churches and Session Groups are all currently in session!  We encourage you 
to take these questions home with you and WRITE DOWN YOUR ANSWERS.  Bring 
them with you to help as you discuss how to apply this to your life!  Have a great week! 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU 
1. As you reflect on the talk from Sunday, was there anything that particularly caught your 
attention, challenged you, or inspired you? 

2. Can you think of a time in our life where God felt “distant” from you?  Can you describe 
that season?  What factors contributed to that feeling?  

DIGGING DEEPER 
1. Read Matthew 1:18-23.  These verses remind us that God didn’t want us to WONDER 
if he was with us, he wanted to PROVE IT!  Immanuel - GOD IS WITH US!   

In what ways have you behaved like the Adam from Michael Angelo’s painting - where God 
is reaching for you, but you are not moving towards him? 

2. Read Philippians 2:5-8.  What do these verses reveal about the lengths that God is 
willing to go to in order to restore relationship with us? 

MESSAGE NOTES (continued) 

5. Jesus came to earth to restore ______________________________! 

No one has ever seen God.  But the unique one - Jesus - who is himself God, is near to 
the Father’s heart.  He has revealed God to us.  John 1:18 

Don’t let anyone capture you with empty philosophies and high-sounding nonsense that 
comes from human thinking and from the spiritual powers of this world, rather than from 
Christ.  For in Jesus lives all the fullness of God in a human body.  Colossians 2:8-9 

Christ is the visible image of the invisible God.  Colossians 1:15 

REMEMBER:  

Christmas reminds us that God is _____________________________________________!
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“Be doers of the word and not hearers only…” James 1:22

But when the right time came, God sent his Son, born of a woman, subject to the law.  
God sent him to buy freedom for us who were slaves to the law, so that he could adopt us 
as his very own children.  Galatians 4:4-5

VERSE TO REMEMBER:

Home Churches are one of the best ways to get connected!  To view all the 
available options, check out the following link… 

GG.WestbridgeChurch.com

GET CONNECTED!

http://GG.WestbridgeChurch.com
http://GG.WestbridgeChurch.com

