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October 2019 A Monthly Sharing of our Mission and Ministry 

TIDINGS 

OCTOBER: A Month in the Sun 

SOLAR 101: 

October 6, 12:00-2:00 pm 

We will start off our month-

long celebration of sunlight 

and environmental justice by 

learning about solar energy. 

Join Teague Dickey, President of Iconic Energy, for 

a light lunch and lesson on how solar power works, 

what an installation like ours produces, and how 

homeowners and businesses can join in creation jus-

tice. Invite a neighbor to come! 

“FLIPING THE SWITCH” 

Solar Project Dedication 

October 27, 12:00-2:00 pm 

After year of planning and a month 

of labor, we will dedicate the Solar 

Renewable Energy Project with a 

community-wide celebration. 

Share in the “Fun in the Sun” Pot-Luck Lunch. Wel-

come friends, neighbors, and community members to 

give thanks to God for human wisdom and science. 

Witness what God is still speaking in our mission as we 

enhance our outreach for creation care and justice! 

In the summer of 2019, the members and friends at St. John United Church 

of Christ made a bold choice, “putting our faith into action.” This month, we 

will see the completion of the year-long planning for the 65 kWh Solar Re-

newable Energy Project. 

This project will lower the church’s carbon footprint by more than 1000 tons over twenty years and make our 

building one of the first 100% self-generated solar powered faith communities in Illinois. 

Why do we think God is calling us to this creative use of our building and resources? It  is a highly visible way to 

share our faith that Christ’s way calls us to be good stewards of the earth. It will show how everyone can be en-

gaged in creation care and environmental justice. Through this witness, we hope other faith communities, busi-

nesses, and residents of our community will follow this example and do their part. 

Each Sunday in October, we will open up the Good News and listen for the Spirit’s creative light of peace with 

justice. Throughout the month, the installers will be preparing, and marking, and drilling, and well… working!  

Our prayers and hopes surround them as they bring the Solar Renewable Energy Project to life. When you have 

time, come and see (within the safety lines!) how the installation is shaping up. 

At the end of the month, we will join together with members of the Freeport community to see this new thing 

that God has inspired in the congregation’s mission. Welcome friends from far and wide as we become one in 

dedicating the project to the glory of our Still-Creating God. 
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ST JOHN UCC CHURCH 

LEADERSHIP  

MEETING SCHEDULE 

Beginning in October, the Church Council and 

Leadership Teams will be shifting their meeting 

schedules. Each of the “big” groups will hold 

quarterly meetings, with regular conversations and 

touch-base meetings in between. Here is the schedule 

of meetings for the next four months: 

Church Council 10/14/19, 1/13/20 

Executive Committee Monthly, as called 

Care & Community 10/1/19, 1/7/20 

Mission & Outreach 10/28, 11/18, 12/16 

Worship & Education 10/13/19, 1/12/20 

The many Task Teams and seasonal event groups that 

make our ministry happen will continue to meet as 

their work necessitates. 

GOVERNANCE AND MINISTRY 

AUGUST FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

Income Actual Budget Difference 

Pledges/Gifts $19,451 $20,833 (-$1,382) 

Other Income $5,072 $7,817 (-$2,745) 

Total Income $24,523 $28,650 (-$4,127) 

Total Expenses $32,564 $32,679 (-$115) 

Month Total (-$8,040) (-$4,029) (-$4,011) 

Year Income $220,310 $229,200 (-$8,890) 

Year Expenses $237,626 $261,476 (-$23,850) 

Year Total (-$17,316) (-$32,276) $14,960 

 
ST JOHN UCC CHURCH COUNCIL 

As we continue to embrace our modern, agile system 

of governance, the Church Council is working on 

adapting its way of working. Beginning in September, 

the Council will discuss the scheduling of Leadership  

Team meeting times. The Council will also look at the 

best ways to share information with the Congregation 

in timely and illuminating ways. 

What does this look like in practical ways? 

The Council, and most Leadership Teams, will be 

meeting quarterly. Task Groups and Special Project 

Teams will meet more regularly as their work 

necessitates. 

All of the circles of congregational leadership will be 

sending their updates, meeting minutes, and items of 

intertest to the church office for circulation and 

posting. We’re going to be sharing a LOT of 

information in as many ways as we can. 

While we are creatively working together, please do 

three things with us: 

1. Be patient.  We’re learning all of this together, 

and need your grace and understanding. 

2. Challenge us.  If you have questions, or 

concerns, or needs, let us know! 

3. Pray with us.  We trust that God is still 

speaking to us.  And we are still listening. 

Watch for updates in the TIDINGS, on the church 

bulletin boards, on our Facebook Page and in the 

Facebook Group, and in worship each week. 

Thank you for trusting us, as we work to follow in 

Christ’s way!  Your St. John UCC Church Council: 

Dale Priewe, Vanessa Hughes, Lisa Schubert, 

Mike Smith, Robert Mayfield, Rev. Hank Fairman 

Carla Meyer (C&C), Judy Garkey, (M&O), 

and Kelly Priewe (W&E) 

The deadline for submitting articles  

for the November TIDINGS  

is Tuesday, October 15th 
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“WELCOME GATHERING” 

Information Session on Congregational life 

October 20, 11:30 am 

Each year at this time, we reach out to those who 

have visited our church in worship, community 

events, and programs. We hope that you have found 

our congregation a place of extravagant welcome, and 

a place that you want to make your own! 

All are invited to come and learn more about our 

ministry. This gathering will take place on Sunday 

afternoon, immediately following morning worship. A 

light meal will be provided. Childcare will be arranged 

as requests are made. We will welcome those who 

wish to join as members during worship on October 

27, 2019. 

You can RSVP to the sessions by email to:  

joinus@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

 

 
TOTENFEST 

November 3, during worship 

Totenfest, the “Festival of the Departed,” will take 

place on Sunday, November 3 during morning 

worship. We will remember our members and friends 

who have died during this past year. We will read their 

names, and recall their lives with candles, prayer, 

scripture, and song.  

If you would like to have your loved one’s name read 

as part of the celebration, please email Lisa at the 

church office with their name and photograph, 

birthday and date of death by Sunday, October 27. 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

 
MUSIC MINISTRY AT ST. JOHN UCC 

Do you have a song in your heart that praises your 

Creator? Is it waiting to be celebrated in worship with 

your unique style, voice, or instrument? 

We’d love to hear you! 

See Gina Bertram for more details, and join in 

rehearsals on Thursday night: 

 5:30 pm - Sounds of the Spirit  

 6:30 pm - Bell Choir  

 7:15 pm - Chancel Choir 

Parents and Grandparents: Our Children’s Pop-Up Choir 

and St. John Winds will begin for the fall very soon! 

Keep an eye on your emails and the weekly bulletin. 

There is a place for all, regardless of age, experience, or ability! 

Come make a joyful noise to God! 

 

 
SUPPORT OUR MINISTRY WITH 

AMAZON SMILE 

AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same 

products, same prices, same service. Here's how to 

use it: 

First, choose St. John UCC as your AmazonSmile 

charity by visiting this link: 

smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2443122 

and shop like normal (please note: AmazonSmile 

purchases can only be made on a computer or in the 

Amazon app for Android devices). 

Then, every time you make a purchase at Amazon, 

remember to go to smile.amazon.com, and Amazon 

will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible 

AmazonSmile purchases to St. John UCC. 



4 

 

2019 STEPHENSON COUNTY 

CROP HUNGER WALK 

Saturday, October 19 

Register 8:00 am ●  Walk 9:00 am 

In its fiftieth year, CROP Hunger Walks are working 

across the United States to raise money to help end 

hunger. This mission of Church World Service hap-

pens because of the passion of local churches and in-

dividuals working to live the Gospel out loud. 

Looking to make a difference in our local community 

and in communities worldwide, the Stephenson 

County CROP Hunger Walk hopes to raise $15,000 

to help end hunger and poverty through long-term 

sustainable approaches to significantly reduce or elim-

inate hunger. Last year, walkers and supporters in our 

community raised more than $12,000 and we have 

faith that this year, we can do more! 

Every year, a one quarter of the funds raised at our 

CROP Walk will go to directly support the work of 

the many Freeport area food pantries and hunger-

related missions. 

This year Freeport and some 800 other communities 

nationwide are joining together in interfaith CROP 

Hunger Walks around the theme "Ending hunger one 

step at a time." This year’s route will begin down-

town, and take us through 1-, 2-, and 6-mile tours of 

Freeport. 

Walker envelopes will be available  

through Sunday, October 13, 

and you can register on the day of the walk. 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH & CONNECTIONS 

 

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED 

WORLD COMMUNITY DAY 

Bible Study, 10/25 9:30 am 

Service, 10/31 1:30—2:30 pm 

Hosted at Harmony UMC 

World Community Day is coming soon. The theme is 

“The Time is Now! - Resolve to Love.” Our speaker 

will be Dr. Arshad Shaikh, a devoted Muslim and an 

oncologist at Ferguson Center in Freeport. He is past 

president of the Muslim Association of Greater Rock-

ford (MAGR) and an engaging speaker. We will cele-

brate the Holy God of all the Universe, acknowledg-

ing common ground of all faiths. Refreshments will 

follow. 

In conjunction with World Community Day, a Bible 

study will be held, providing a  deeper study of the 

Lord’s Prayer, and a time of sharing. 

 

SAVE THE DATES: 

Watch the November TIDINGS and the weekly 

E-News for more information on these events: 

HUNGER & HOMELESSNESS 

AWARENESS WEEK 

November16-25 

 

COMMUNITY 

THANKSGIVING  

CELEBRATION 

Monday, November 25 7:00pm 
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Thank you for supporting Neighbors in Need! 

 

Neighbors in Need is the UCC’s annual offering to sup-

port ministries of justice and compassion throughout 

the United States, including the Council for American 

Indian Ministries (CAIM), justice and advocacy ef-

forts, and direct service projects. 

Two-thirds of the offering is used by the UCC’s Jus-

tice and Witness Ministries to fund a wide array of 

local and national justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, 

and direct service projects. 

Through ucc.org/justice, our national Justice and Wit-

ness Ministries (JWM) office offers resources, news 

updates, and action alerts on a broad spectrum of jus-

tice issues.   

Working with members of the UCC Justice and Peace 

Action Network (a network of thousands of advo-

cates), JWM continues its strong policy advocacy 

work on issues such as a just and realistic federal 

budget, voting rights and enfranchisement, immigra-

tion, affordable health care, hate crimes, civil liberties, 

and environmental justice. 

NEIGHBORS IN NEED: A UCC SPECIAL OFFERING 
 

 

Neighbors in Need also supports our American Indian 

neighbors in the UCC.  One-third of the offering sup-

ports the UCC’s Council for American Indian Minis-

tries (CAIM).  Historically, forebears of the UCC es-

tablished churches and worked with the Lakota, Da-

kota, Nakota, Mandan, Hidatsa, Arickara, and Hocak 

in North and South Dakota, Wisconsin, and northern 

Nebraska.  

Today there are 20 UCC congregations on reserva-

tions and one urban area, multi-tribal congregation in 

Minneapolis.  These churches and their pastors are 

supported by this special offering.  CAIM is also an 

invaluable resource for more than 1,000 individuals 

from dozens of other tribes and nations who are 

members of UCC congregations throughout the U.S. 

 

We will receive on October 6. 

Special envelopes are located in your  

giving boxes, and in each bulletin. 
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RED CAN OFFERING 

Personal Care and Household items are always in high 

demand at the FACC Pantry. You can help provide 

these items with your financial support in the FACC 

Red Can on the first Sunday of each month. Please 

make checks payable to St. John UCC. 

FOOD PANTRY 

In October we will be collecting Personal Items 

 

Please drop your donations off in the grocery carts 

located in the entryway.  

CHICAGO AVENUE MISSION DINNER 

PROGRAM 

Our culinary master team is preparing to resume the 

Wednesday dinners for the guests at the Chicago 

Avenue Mission. The team will be preparing a home-

style meal on Wednesday evenings, beginning 

October 2nd. Your generous gift of time and love fills 

hungry people with food and friendship!  

Because of County Health Code, the team will meet at 

church, prepare the meal according to food handling 

and safety standards, and serve the meal at the shelter. 

We give thanks for Dan King’s creative leadership 

and expansive menus!  Talk to Dan to sign up. 

GLOBAL MINISTRIES 

MONTHLY PRAYER PARTNERS  

OCTOBER—HONG KONG 

 

The Interfaith Cooperation Forum (ICF) is a regional 

network in Asia of young people of different faiths 

between the ages of 20 and 30 who are committed to 

working for interfaith justice and peace through local 

organizations. The issues addressed include 

transforming conflicts, responding to human rights 

violations, upholding the rights of women and 

children, caring for the needs of internally displaced 

people and alleviating poverty. 

 

ICF emphasizes the role that one’s identity plays in 

today’s conflicts and exposes the participants to ways 

they can respond to conflict. ICF also offers tools to 

analyze the dynamics of power within a society and 

strategies to enact when power is abused, such as 

community organizing, human rights advocacy and 

the use of different forms of media for education and 

change. In our current world, the young people of 

ICF are needed to be seeds for justice and peace. 

 

Global Ministries is a partnership ministry between the United 

Church of Christ and the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ). For more information, please visit:  

www.globalministries.org 

OUR LOCAL & WIDER MISSION 
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5th/6th-Tuesdays | 7th/8th-Thursdays 

3:00 – 5:00 pm 

HELIX is back for the fourteenth year, supporting 

the social and emotional needs of Middle High youth. 

We are developing our plan to help youth with their 

social and emotional learning, and to make positive 

decisions by reflecting on their core beliefs and 

principles. And of course, we’re going to have A LOT 

OF AMAZING FUN!! 

 

This month at HELIX 

10/1, 10/3 “Trust and Mistrust”: How we come to 

build trusting relationships 

10/8, 10/10 “You’re from where?”: Understanding 

place and family of origin and knowing 

each other better 

10/15, 10/17 “Pressure and Friendship”: Evaluating 

how others influence our choices 

10/22, 10/24 “Be True to You”: Living a life of  

personal integrity 

10/29-10/31 NO MEETINGS—Halloween Week 

For questions, or to register a youth for this year’s 

meetings, send an email to: 

helix@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

 

Godly Play begins its third year, sharing God’s word 

with our Pre School through 3rd Grade youth. Our 

certified teaching team shares the building-block 

stories of faith using Montessori-style and models. 

October’s sharing will include: 

 10/6   The Exodus 

 10/13 The Ten Best Ways 

 10/20 The Ark and the Tent 

 10/27 The Ark and the Temple 

Drop in and meet our inspiring teaching team: 

Kelly Priewe, Olivia Shaffer 

Marla Kreeger, Sylvia Bomgarden, Andrea Schrock 

 

 

Kids’ Worship gathers our 4th-7th Grade youth as 

they begin to creatively reflect on what God’s still-

speaking word is sharing in their lives. 

Their journey is aided by Connect, a curriculum 

designed to meet the youth at a fun, age-appropriate 

place. 

 10/6   The Promise: Joseph 

 10/13 The Promise: Unit Rewind 

 10/20 Kings & Prophets: Judges 

 10/27 Kings & Prophets: David 

Come and see with our awesome teaching team: 

Tommy Priewe, Kristen Bussen & Tara Boddie (and friends!) 

FAITH FORMATION MINISTRIES 
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LEARNING OUR FAITH (LOF) 

Sunday Mornings, 11:15 am 

LOF Class has resumed its weekly meetings after 

worship. We will be using a book called The Cup of 

Our Life by Joyce Rupp.  

ADULT FORUM 

Sunday Mornings, 11:15 am 

Come discuss the week’s topics, current events, and 

how our faith guides us in action and witness. 

 

 
Wednesday Mornings, 9:00 am  

Enjoy a mid-week break with an incredible group of 

thoughtful Christians. This month, we will continue 

reading and discussing Max Lucado’s book, When God 

Whispers Your Name. Anyone is welcome to join at any 

time. 

RESOURCE GROUP-Thursdays, 9am 

Coffee, treats, friendship, and more! 

We will assemble the November TIDINGS on 10/24 

 
PING PONG  

Every Tuesday, 9am, Room S 6B 

 
First Saturday of the Month, 8:00 am 

Come join the next gathering of the Men’s Ministry. 

Join the lively group in the Chapel Hearth Room as 

we share a few jokes and cover any number of topics 

in the spirit of good fellowship. Coffee and donuts 

are provided. 

 

 
First and Third Mondays, 6:30 pm 

PRISM is a facilitated group, providing a safe space 

and confidential community group for LGBTQ 

youth, adults, and those who love and support them. 

PRISM meets on the first and third Mondays . 

For more information on PRISM, our outreach to the 

LGBTQ community, please visit our webpage: 

stjohnuccfreeport.org/open-affirming/prism 

 

 
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETING 

Every Wednesday, 6:00pm 

St. John UCC is pleased to welcome the Alcoholics 

Anonymous (AA) group to our building. AA is a fel-

lowship of men and women who have had a drinking 

problem. Their stated purpose is to enable “members 

to stay sober and help other alcoholics achieve sobrie-

ty." The group is led by Michael Linck. 

FAITH FORMATION MINISTRIES 
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THANKS AND CELEBRATIONS 
OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

10/02 Sarah Priewe 

10/03 Susan Feagan 
Keith Hinrichs 

10/04 Donnley Dutcher 
Jacob Priewe 

10/05 Colten Rice 

10/07 Michelle 
Queckboerner 

10/08 Dylan Piefer 

10/09 Ray Ditsworth 

10/11 Thomas Ferguson 
Michele Piefer 

10/14 Glenn 
Underwood 

10/15 Andrea Hathaway 

10/16 Connie Orde 
Dave Rockey 
Donna Ruthe 

10/17 Sharon Summers 

10/18 Tim Campbell-
Outcault 

10/22 Barbara Copus 

10/24 Marla Kreeger 

10/26 Jennifer Young 

10/27 Mary Geary, 
Vanessa 
Gustofson 

10/29 Phil Copus 

 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 

OUR HOMEBOUND 

MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 

The following is a list of our friends who cannot leave 

their residence and may love a visit or a card from 

those thinking of them. 

Oakley Courts: Betty Mathews 

Manor Court: Dorothy Ness 

Hawthorne Inn: Jack & Marge Criddle 

Parkview: Claire Biesemeier, Dorothy 

McGregor, Carolyn Moyer 

Walnut Acres: June Nagel, Betty Remmers 

Heritage Woods: Betty Carpenter 

Provena: Jackie & Jerry Watson, Joyce Bloyer 

In their homes: Shirley Durrstein, Karen Salter, 

Shirley Fritzenmeier, Arlene Kreeger, Ben Lee, 

Stan Bomgarden,  Clyde Fruth 

PRAYER CHAIN 

Please Pray For: Dani Brown, Kris Sanders 

 

 

A big thank you to all who donated underwear to the 
Amity underwear drive this year.  We were able to 
provide two laundry baskets filled to the brim for our 
school aged children to start school. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Dear St. John UCC, 

Thank you so very much for the scholarship. I am 
planning on using it for tuition at Highland 
Community College where I plan on pursuing an 
Associate of Arts then moving on to Platteville for a 
Bachelor of Science in Horticulture. I hope to own 
my own landscaping business, as well as following my 
passion for music.    Sincerely, Dylan Piefer 

10/03 Leland & Nancy Otte 

10/07 Michael Stingley & Kevin Sounders 

10/08 Dale & Kelly Priewe 

10/10 Tara & Gwendolynne Boddie 

10/19 Edward & Connie Orde 

10/19 Gerald & Patricia Schneiderman 

10/20 Colin & Kathryn Ebbers 

10/21 Glenn & Marilyn Underwood 

 

 

On behalf of the Care & Community Ministry,  

thanks to everyone who helped make the Ice Cream 

Social a success. 

Thank you to all who generously donated a pie or 

cake, sold tickets, served ice cream, food and drinks 

or helped clean up. It was great to have all your help.   

Kim Evans, Chairperson 
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SERVING IN OCTOBER 
USHERS 

10/06 Tim Ebbers, Jim Drew, Dale Priewe,  
Shan MacAdam 

10/13 Phil & Barb Copus, Dennis Jochum,  
Tom Campbell-Outcault  

10/20  Ray & Jeri Nieman,  
Brett & Michele Piefer 

10/27 Jack & Diana Fox, 
Dan King & Robert Mayfield 

 

GREETERS 

10/06 Ray & Jeri Nieman 

10/13 Carl & Ellen Roderick 

10/20 Steve & Lisa Schubert 

10/27 David Crowell & Shawn Killingbeck 

 

WELCOMERS 

10/06 Shirley Ifert & Lorraine McMurray 

10/13 Stan & Carol Smith 

10/20 Dan King & Robert Mayfield 

10/27 Mary Frazee & Mary Geary 

 

INFANT AND TODDLER ROOM 

10/06 Jill Kuntz 

10/13 Carla Meyer 

10/20 Pam Wessel 

10/27 Volunteer Needed 

 

COMMUNION SERVERS 

10/06 Shirley Ifert, Shawn Killingbeck,  
Marla Kreeger, Dylan Hobert, Heath Atz, 
Jack & Jill Gastel, Sally Wagner 

 
OCTOBER HOSPITALITY  

VOLUNTEERS 

On Sunday mornings, we gather for coffee and treats 

in the Narthex area and Fellowship Hall to socialize. 

If you would like to find a place to sit and talk, there 

is plenty of room in the Chapel Hearth. 

If your name is on the list below for this month, 

please bring in a treat to share. Some ideas are: 3 doz-

en cookies, treat bars, mini muffins, fruit, etc. Also, 

please plan to help share in clearing the hospitality 

station at the end of the hour. 

To ensure everyone has an opportunity to share, 

dates are assigned alphabetically from the members 

and friends directory. If you are unable to help at this 

time, please let the church office know. 

10/06 Brett & Michele Piefer, Janet Piefer,  

Ulan & Cindy Price, Dale & Kelly Priewe,  

Betty Pruitt, Mike & Michelle Queckboerner, 

Dave & Deb Rockey 

10/13 Carl & Ellen Roderick, Edith Rosenstiel,   

Marilyn Ruthe, Floyd & Vivian Schlickman, 

Kenny & Andrea Schrock,  

Steve & Lisa Schubert, Deb Scott 

10/20 Olivia Shaffer, Sharon Simler,  

Ron & Beth Slade, Stan & Carol Smith,  

Mike Smith, Mary Spencer,  

Steve & Vicki Spyrison 

10/27 Jon Staben, Roger & Deb Swanlund,  

Marilyn Underwood, Don & Norma Valkema, 

Jeff & Sally Wagner, Patty Weik 

Greg Ware & Melinda Fruth 
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FALL CHURCH 

FUNDRAISERS 

Mark your Calendars! 

 

Cookie Walk 

Saturday, 11/23 

Thanksgiving Pie Sales 

Watch for sign up! 

10/27 thru 11/10 
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CHURCH STAFF 
 

Ministers: Members of the church 

Senior Pastor:  

 Rev. Henry E. “Hank” Fairman Hank@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

  815-616-5626 

Pastor for Faith Formation  

 Coming Soon! 

Director of Congregational Life 

 Pam Wessel Pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

Administrative & Creative Assistant 

 Lisa Elsner Lisa@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

Youth Ministry Assistant:  Madison Riddell 

Choir Director: Gina Bertram   

Church Musicians: Randy Cook 

Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Dr. Donnley Dutcher 

 

OUR CALLING STATEMENT 

To be a Sacred Place to Inspire Faith  

and Nurture Compassion  

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday – Friday 9:00am—2:00pm 

Church office (815) 235-2824  

www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 

www.facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport 

Place 
Stamp 
Here 

Change Service Requested 

1010 South Park Boulevard 

Freeport, IL 61032 

www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 


