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November 2019 A Monthly Sharing of our Mission and Ministry 

TIDINGS 

Celebrating the Sun: Solar Renewable Energy Project Dedication 

On Sunday, October 27, 2019, the St. John UCC Solar 

Renewable Energy Project was blessed and dedicated 

to God’s greater glory. This 65 kWh solar array will 

produce one hundred percent of the church campus’ 

electric utility needs. 

The morning worship was full of excitement as we 

dedicated Bibles for our Third Graders (top right), 

and welcomed new members to the congregation. A  

wonderfully diverse Shared Table Meal greeted the 

guests and friends, and fed our bodies and spirits.  

With welcoming music provided by Carl Cole and 

friends, we returned to the sanctuary. Council Presi-

dent Dale Priewe welcomed all to the dedication, and 

Rev. Hank Fairman opened with a prayer. 

Information on the project was shared by Hugh 

Knapp (bottom right) on behalf of the Green Team, 

and by Keith Hinrichs on behalf of the Property Man-

agement Team. 

Guest Cindy Shepherd of Faith in Place (top left) 

shared the joy from our creation justice mission part-

ners.  Teague Dickey (bottom right) president of our 

project installer Iconic Energy gave witness to the 

uniqueness of our project 

Due to unexpected issues, the installation was delayed  

for two weeks. The project will be completed over 

November 6-7. We look forward to the results! Look 

for monthly updates on our solar production and 

stewardship of resources in the Tidings. 
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ST JOHN UCC CHURCH 

LEADERSHIP  

MEETING SCHEDULE 

Beginning in October, the Church Council and 

Leadership Teams began shifting their meeting 

schedules. Each of the “big” groups hold quarterly 

meetings, with regular conversations and touch-base 

meetings in between. Here is the schedule of 

meetings for the next four months: 

Church Council 1/13/20 

Executive Committee Monthly, as called 

Care & Community 1/7/20 

Mission & Outreach 12/2/19, 1/27/20 

Worship & Education 1/12/20 

The many Task Teams and seasonal event groups that 

make our ministry happen will continue to meet as 

their work necessitates. 

GOVERNANCE AND MINISTRY 

SEPTEMBER FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

Income Actual Budget Difference 

Pledges/Gifts $18,078 $20,833 (-$2,755) 

Other Income $6,348 $7,817 (-$1,469) 

Total Income $24,426 $28,650 (-$4,224) 

Total Expenses $22,149 $32,679 (-$10,530) 

Month Total $2,278 (-$4,029) (-$1,751) 

Year Income $244,736 $257,850 (-$13,114) 

Year Expenses $261,345 $294,485 (-$33,140) 

Year Total (-$16,609) (-$36,635) $20,026 

 
ST JOHN UCC CHURCH COUNCIL 

As we continue to embrace our modern, agile system 

of governance, the Church Council is working on 

ensuring that everyone understands how we do our 

“business” and how we live our mission and ministry. 

One of our areas of focus is the financial health of the 

congregation. A review of the September and Third 

Quarter financial reports show that spending is right  

about where we expected to be at this time of year.  

However our pledges and regular giving is lagging 

behind. And the amount is significant—$25,000.  We 

are coming into the holiday season, and we know 

from our past that as much as one-third of our annual 

giving comes in October, November, and December. 

The fund raising for the Solar Renewable Energy 

Project has been very successful in a very short 

amount of time. Thank you to everyone for your 

Spirit-led generous support! 

The Finance & Resource Development Team is now 

focusing on the this year’s Annual Giving Camapign. 

This will take place from 11/3 through 11/26. This 

year, we will look at our ministry expenses through 

the lens of a “narrative budget.” Look for an article 

on this later in this Tidings. 

The Mission & Outreach Leadership Team has 

finalized the recipients of the first year of our “Grant-

Based Funding.” Those organizations identified for 

funding will receive notice in the coming weeks. 

And it’s Thanksgiving Pie, Cookie Walk, and Peanut 

Brittle time! Look for sign-ups on the bulletin board! 

Thank you for trusting us, as we work to follow in 

Christ’s way. Your St. John UCC Church Council: 

Dale Priewe, Vanessa Hughes, Lisa Schubert, 

Mike Smith, Robert Mayfield, Rev. Hank Fairman 

Carla Meyer (C&C), Judy Garkey, (M&O), 

and Kelly Priewe (W&E) 

The deadline for submitting articles  

for the December TIDINGS  

is Tuesday, November 12th 
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TOTENFEST 

November 3, during worship 

Totenfest, the “Festival of the Departed,” will take 

place on Sunday, November 3 during morning 

worship. We will remember our members and friends 

who have died during this past year. We will read their 

names, and recall their lives with candles, prayer, 

scripture, and song.  

 

 
COOKIE WALK 

November 23, 9:00-11:00 am 

Our annual Cookie Walk is just around the corner!  

It’s time to begin thinking about how you want to 

contribute. Look up your most delicious cookie 

recipes and decorate them with a holiday flare, make a 

delightful snack mix or cook up the most mouth 

watering candy you’ve ever tasted. Or sign up to help 

out the morning of the event. Then, come enjoy the 

morning with us, and stock up on some delicious 

holiday treats! Sign-up sheets are on the bulletin 

board in the Narthex.  

 

 
THANKSGIVING CELEBRATION 

PIE BAKING 

Orders for pumpkin, cherry, blueberry and peach pies 

are due by 11/10. Pick up will be Wednesday 

November 27nd at 12pm. Cost is $10 each. Place 

your order on the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board. 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

 

MITTEN TREE AND 

CHRISTMAS CLOSET 

From November to December, our congregation 

works with Amity’s Attic and Kid’s Coats and 

Clothes, collecting mittens, hats, and gloves (no 

scarves please). Additionally, sweatshirts, sweatpants, 

sweaters, and heavy socks, and boots are appreciated. 

 

 
December 1, 11:30 am -2:00 pm 

One of the great traditions of sharing our faith across 

the generations is our preparing for Advent and 

Christmas. On Sunday, 12/1, we will gather for a 

fellowship brunch and an afternoon of preparing the 

church for the holidays. 

11:30 Brunch is served (following worship) 

12:00 Break Out to Building Decorating and  

Creating Decorations Teams 

1:30 Gather to celebrate in Worship  

This event is for all ages, all abilities, and all gifts. 

Please sign up on the bulletin board in the Narthex so 

that we have enough good food to fuel our 

decorating. For more information, please contact Pam 

Wessel or Pastor Hank. 
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HUNGER & HOMELESSNESS 

AWARENESS WEEK 

November16-25 

Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week is an an-

nual observance where people come together across 

the country to draw attention to the problems of hun-

ger and homelessness. Participating groups spend the 

week holding a series of educational, service, fundrais-

ing, and advocacy events.  

This year, pastors from area churches, civic leaders, 

and FACC leaders and staff are spending the week in 

a “Cardboard City” on the streets of Freeport. 

The event has a two-fold purpose. It will bring aware-

ness of hunger and homelessness in Stephenson 

County, and it will raise funds for FACC's Chicago 

Avenue Mission. Our goal is to raise $15,000 through-

out the week. We are asking people to sponsor beds 

at the shelter, at a cost of $12.50 per bed per night. 

We aim to raise funds for 1200 bed nights. There will 

be lots of publicity connected with this, both before 

the event and throughout the week. 

Pastor Hank’s day at the Cardboard City is 

Sunday, 11/24 

Look to the St. John UCC Facebook Page 

for information on how to help him off the street 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH & CONNECTIONS 

 
COMMUNITY 

THANKSGIVING CELEBRATION 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25 7:00PM 

The Freeport Clergy Group celebrates our communi-

ty-wide Thanksgiving worship celebration every year. 

All are invited to share in a spirit of unity with the 

many and various faith communities in our city and 

surrounding area. 

This year, the service will take place at Faith United 

Methodist Church, with Rev. Antwon Funches of St. 

Paul’s Missionary Baptist  Church preaching. 

The collected plate offering for the evening will help 

fund the initiative that began last year, the FSD 145 

Shoe Fund. This fund was created through the gener-

ous donations of the local churches in Freeport to 

provide winter-appropriate footwear for children and 

youth. 

This year, a second “offering” will be taken: Socks. 

Because every good pair of shoes needs a good pair of 

socks. Throughout the month of November, every 

local church is challenged to collect new socks in sizes 

ranging from Pre-K children to High School youth. 

The socks will be dedicated at the Thanksgiving Ser-

vice, and immediately taken to the Family Resource 

Coordinators at the schools for distribution. 

Look for the Laundry Basket in the Narthex, 

and warm some feet today! 

Kids’ Sizes 4-13 

Younger Youth sizes 1-10 

Older Youth sizes S-XL 
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Which Way are We Going? 

 The early Christian movement was known internal-

ly as well as to its persecutors as the Way (Acts 9). 

The life of faith is a way of being human, a way of 

interpreting, a way of practicing, a way of living. 

The wisdom tradition of the faith often spoke of the Way. 

The prophetic tradition of the faith also refers to faith as 

a Way. Jesus refers to himself and his commitment to an 

engaged and transformative Way of life. Paul advising 

the early church in Corinth being torn asunder with divi-

sion counsels that in the way of love, he would show them 

“a more excellent way.”  

 When we have been asked, “Which Way are we 

going?” we know that someone is seeking our advice. 

However we take it, others see us as role models for 

positive, progressive growth in our world. They see 

our commitment to being an extravagantly welcom-

ing, community engaging, open and affirming, hope-

building, and justice seeking congregation, and they 

are inspired to go out and do the same. 

 As we journey towards the reign of God, we are 

following in the tracks of others, ways walked by Je-

sus himself, paths as ancient as Abraham and Sarah.  

 Today we are not just signposts pointing the way 

but the caretakers, the stewards of that way. 

Come and join in the way. 

Deb Scott, Tim Ebbers, Jack Gastel, Keith Hinrichs, 

Dan King, and Denny Garkey, 

with Dale Priewe and Rev. Hank Fairman 

Finance and Resource Development Team 

The Annual Giving Campaign 

 This year’s Annual Giving Campaign concludes on 

November 24, with Thanksgiving and Consecration 

Sunday. This is the day when we respond to God’s 

invitation to share our Faith Promises for 2020. We 

encourage you to prayerfully consider how you will 

respond to what God has provided for you in the on-

going mission of your church.  

 There will be a designated time in our worship this 

Sunday to bring our cards forward to be blessed and 

to have our intentions consecrated. As always, these 

cards represent our best intentions, and can – at any 

time – be adjusted if your circumstances change. 

Take time to walk your Way, and see how God’s call 

is bringing you down the path  that supports St. John 

UCC’s mission and ministry. 

What is a Narrative Budget? 

 The Annual Giving Team has prepared a narrative 

or “story version” of our budget to make more easily 

visible how your faithful contributions tell the way 

we share God’s love with and beyond Freeport. 

 The narrative budget uses the framework of our 

congregation’s mission targets and uses examples and 

pictures of what we have accomplished together to 

show the way we are living out our vision of ministry. 

 Sharing examples brings to light the life and real 

relationships behind the line items of traditional 

budgets. Staff time is proportionately included in the 

various ministries, rather than simply listed as one 

lump-sum salary expense figure. Building mainte-

nance and usage is similarly divided to tell St. John 

UCC’s story.  This will be mailed out mid-November. 



6 

 
FREEPORT AREA CHURCH 

COOPERATIVE 

Red Can Offering 

Personal Care and Household items are always in high 

demand at the FACC Pantry. You can help provide 

these items with your financial support in the FACC 

Red Can on the first Sunday of each month. 

Please make checks payable to St. John UCC. 

Food Pantry 

In November we will be collecting 

Personal Care Items. 

This includes menstrual hygiene products. 

 
Please drop your donations off in the grocery carts 

located in the entryway.  

Chicago Avenue Mission Dinner Program 

Our culinary master team prepares Wednesday 

dinners for the guests at the Chicago Avenue Mission. 

The team serves a home-style meal every Wednesday. 

Your generous gift of time and love fills hungry 

people with food and friendship!  

Because of County Health Code, the team will meet at 

church, prepare the meal according to food handling 

and safety standards, and serve the meal at the shelter. 

We give thanks for Dan King’s creative leadership 

and expansive menus!  Talk to Dan to sign up. 

GLOBAL MINISTRIES 

MONTHLY PRAYER PARTNERS  

NOVEMBER—LEBANON 

 

The Union of Armenian Evangelical Churches in the 

Near East is comprised of 17 congregations rooted in 

the long history of Armenian Christianity. Located in 

seven countries (Egypt, Greece, Iran, Lebanon, Syria, 

Turkey, and Australia), the congregations and 

institutions of the Union have been in mission and 

presence though the Middle East’s political and social 

strife. From its inception, the Armenian Evangelical 

Church has stressed the importance of education. It 

operates 23 schools and four high schools and owns 

the only university in the Armenian diaspora, 

Haigazian University, with an enrollment of 650 

students. In spite of grave problems of emigration 

and persecution, the Union continues to function 

with a growing awareness of its mission. 

 

Global Ministries is a partnership ministry between  

the United Church of Christ and the Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ). For more information, please visit:  

 

www.globalministries.org 

OUR LOCAL & WIDER MISSION 
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5th/6th-Tuesdays | 7th/8th-Thursdays 

3:00 – 5:00 pm 

HELIX is back for the fourteenth year, supporting 

the social and emotional needs of Middle High youth. 

We are developing our plan to help youth with their 

social and emotional learning, and to make positive 

decisions by reflecting on their core beliefs and 

principles. And of course, we’re going to have A LOT 

OF AMAZING FUN!! 

 

This month at HELIX 

11/5 “You, and Me, and Us:” 

Being a community of care and affirmation 

11/7 No 7th /8th HELIX 

—School Conferences— 

11/12, 11/14 “One Community of Diversity:” 

How we fit in and help Freeport thrive 

11/19, 11/21 “Hunger & Homelessness Week:” 

Experiencing how members of our community 

live in need of homes and food 

11/24-26 NO MEETINGS—Thanksgiving Week 

 

HELIX will also be helping plan, promote, and 

accomplish the “Sock-vember” Sock Drive for the   

Community Thanksgiving Service.  

For questions, or to register a youth for this year’s 

meetings, send an email to: 

helix@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

 

Godly Play is in its third year, sharing God’s word 

with our Pre School through 3rd Grade youth. Our 

certified teaching team shares the stories of faith 

using Montessori-style methods and models. 

November’s sharing will include: 

 11/3   The Exile and the Return 

 11/10 The Prophets 

 11/17 Jonah, the Backwards Prophet 

 11/24 The Books of the Bible 

Drop in and meet our inspiring teaching team: 

Kelly Priewe, Olivia Shaffer 

Marla Kreeger, Sylvia Bomgarden, Andrea Schrock 

 

 

Kids’ Worship gathers our 4th-7th Grade youth as 

they begin to creatively reflect on what God’s still-

speaking word is sharing in their lives. 

Their journey is aided by Connect, a curriculum 

designed to meet the youth at a fun, age-appropriate 

place. 

 11/3   Kings & Prophets: Solomon’s Temple 

 11/10 Kings & Prophets: Kingdoms 

 11/17 Kings & Prophets: Prophets 

 11/24 Kings & Prophets: Unit Rewind 

Come and see with our awesome teaching team: 

Tommy Priewe and Kristen Bussen  (and friends!) 

FAITH FORMATION MINISTRIES 
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LEARNING OUR FAITH (LOF) 

Sunday Mornings, 11:15 am 

LOF Class has resumed its weekly meetings after 

worship. We welcome all interested folks and we 

promise you will find a spirit of exposure and growth! 

 

ADULT FORUM 

Sunday Mornings, 11:15 am 

Come discuss the week’s topics, current events, and 

how our faith guides us in action and witness. 

 

 
Wednesday Mornings, 9:00 am  

Enjoy a mid-week break with an incredible group of 

thoughtful people on life’s journey. This month, we 

will continue reading and discussing Max Lucado’s 

book, When God Whispers Your Name. Anyone is wel-

come to join at any time. 

 

 
SENIOR RESOURCE CENTER PING PONG  

Every Tuesday, 9am, Room S 6B 

 

RESOURCE GROUP-Thursdays, 9am 

Coffee, treats, friendship, and more! 

We will assemble the December TIDINGS on 11/21 

 
First Saturday of the Month, 8:00 am 

Come join the next gathering of the Men’s Ministry. 

Join the lively group in the Chapel Hearth Room as 

we share a few jokes and cover any number of topics 

in the spirit of good fellowship. Coffee and donuts 

are provided. 

 

 
First and Third Mondays, 6:30 pm 

PRISM is a facilitated group, providing a safe space 

and confidential community group for LGBTQ 

youth, adults, and those who love and support them. 

PRISM meets on the first and third Mondays. 

For more information on PRISM, our outreach to the 

LGBTQ community, please visit our webpage: 

stjohnuccfreeport.org/open-affirming/prism 

 

 
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETING 

Every Wednesday, 6:00 pm 

St. John UCC is pleased to welcome the Alcoholics 

Anonymous (AA) group to our building. AA is a fel-

lowship of those who have had a drinking problem. 

Their stated purpose is to enable “members to stay 

sober and help other alcoholics achieve sobriety." The 

group is led by Michael Linck. 

FAITH FORMATION MINISTRIES 
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THANKS AND CELEBRATIONS 
NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

11/04 Stanley Bomgarden 

11/05 Sally Kahler 

11/06 David Crowell 

11/07 Marvin DeBoer 

Christina Fairman 

11/08 Daniel Kreeger 

11/13 Betty Carpenter 

11/14 Stan Smith 

11/19 Joyce Bloyer 

Vicki Spyrison 

11/20   Ryan Piefer 

11/23 Carl Roderick 

11/25 Carol Smith 

11/26 Tom Mathews 

Kathy Moffatt 

Ellen Roderick 

11/27 Beth Slade 

11/28  Melinda Fruth 

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

OUR HOMEBOUND 

MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 

The following is a list of our friends who cannot leave 

their residence and may love a visit or a card from 

those thinking of them. 

Oakley Courts: Betty Mathews 

Manor Court: Dorothy Ness 

Hawthorne Inn: Jack & Marge Criddle 

Parkview: Claire Biesemeier, Dorothy 

McGregor, Carolyn Moyer 

Walnut Acres: June Nagel, Betty Remmers 

Heritage Woods: Betty Carpenter 

Provena: Jackie & Jerry Watson, Joyce Bloyer 

In their homes: Shirley Durrstein, Karen Salter, 

Shirley Fritzenmeier, Arlene Kreeger, Ben Lee, 

Stan Bomgarden,  Clyde Fruth 

PRAYER CHAIN 

Please Pray For: Cindy Fritzenmeier 

 

Dear St. John Church Family,  Thank you very much 

for the generous scholarship that you awarded me.  I 

used this to help pay for some of my textbooks for 

this school year.  Thank you for your support on my 

college journey.  I appreciate everything you have 

done for me.   Sincerely, Rachel Bicksler 

 

Dear St. John Church family, thank you very much 
for the generous scholarship you awarded me.  I will 
be using it toward my studies at NIU.  I am thankful 
for your care and support as I further  my education. 

Sincerely, Bryce Bicksler 

 

St. John UCC, Thank you so  much for the scholar-

ship this year!  Your generosity helped me pay for my 

neuroanatomy textbook and for materials that I use 

each week in therapy sessions with my clients Also, 

thanks for always welcoming us home when we get 

the chance to come. It is wonderful to have an awe-

some church family who supports Kyle and me so 

much! Thanks again,  Love Kristi Ebbers 

11/03   Tom & Kathy Koch 

11/13 Jim & Gwen Drew 

11/24 Bill & Ruth Kuntz 

11/25 Jeff & Margaret Richardson 

11/27 Kenny & Andrea Schrock 
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SERVING IN NOVEMBER 
USHERS 

11/3 Tim Ebbers, Jim Drew, Dale Priewe,  
Shan MacAdam 

11/10 Phil & Barb Copus, Dennis Jochum,  
Tom Campbell-Outcault  

11/17  Ray & Jeri Nieman,  
Brett & Michele Piefer 

11/24 Jack & Diana Fox, 
Dan King & Robert Mayfield 

 

GREETERS 

11/3 Dave & Deb Rockey 

11/10 Carl & Ellen Roderick 

11/17 Sandy DeBoer & Sharon Simler 

11/24 Donnley & Sandy Dutcher 

 

WELCOMERS 

11/3 Shirley Ifert & Lorraine McMurray 

11/10 Mary Frazee & Mary Geary 

11/17 Tim & Tom Campbell-Outcalut 

11/24 Bonnie Gennusa & Dylan Kuntz 

 

INFANT AND TODDLER ROOM 

11/3 Pam Wessel 

11/10 Carla Meyer 

11/17 Volunteer Needed 

11/24 Jill Kuntz 

 

COMMUNION SERVERS 

11/3 Mike Smith, Vicki MacAdam, Sarah 
Priewe, Brett & Michelle Piefer, Dan 
King, Robert Mayfield & Tom Campbell-
Outcault  

 
NOVEMBER HOSPITALITY  

VOLUNTEERS 

On Sunday mornings, we gather for coffee and treats 

in the Narthex area and Fellowship Hall to socialize. 

If you would like to find a place to sit and talk, there 

is plenty of room in the Chapel Hearth. 

If your name is on the list below for this month, 

please bring in a treat to share. Some ideas are: 3 doz-

en cookies, treat bars, mini muffins, fruit, etc. Also, 

please plan to help share in clearing the hospitality 

station at the end of the hour. 

To ensure everyone has an opportunity to share, 

dates are assigned alphabetically from the members 

and friends directory. If you are unable to help at this 

time, please let the church office know. 

 

11/03  Pam Wessel, Dee Agnew, Carol Ahrens,    

Terry & DeLeana Atz, Regina Bertram, Greg 

& Anita Bicksler, Tara Boddie, Marsha Boll 

11/10 Sylvia Bomgarden, Thompson Brandt, Tim & 

Tom Campbell-Outcault, Don & Ronnie 

Clock, Bill Condie, Phil & Barb Copus, David 

Crowell & Shawn Killingbeck 

11/17  Marvin & Sandy DeBoer, Marilyn DeVries, 

Jim & Gwen Drew, Colin & Kathryn Ebbers, 

Tim  & Lisa Ebbers, Arnold & Mary Eder, 

Kim Evans 

11/24  Karen Ewing, Hank & Christina Fairman, 

Mike & Susan Feagan, Jack & Diana Fox, 

Mary Frazze, Denny & Judy Garkey, Jack & 

Jill Gastel, Mary Geary 
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FALL CHURCH 

FUNDRAISERS 

Mark your Calendars! 

 

Cookie Walk 

Saturday, 11/23 

Thanksgiving Pie Sales 

Watch for sign up! 

10/27 thru 11/10 
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CHURCH STAFF 
 

Ministers: Members of the church 

Senior Pastor:  

 Rev. Henry E. “Hank” Fairman Hank@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

  815-616-5626 

Pastor for Faith Formation  

 Coming Soon! 

Director of Congregational Life 

 Pam Wessel Pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

Administrative & Creative Assistant 

 Lisa Elsner Lisa@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

Youth Ministry Assistant:  Madison Riddell 

Choir Director: Gina Bertram   

Church Musicians: Randy Cook 

Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Dr. Donnley Dutcher 

 

OUR CALLING STATEMENT 

To be a Sacred Place to Inspire Faith  

and Nurture Compassion  

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday – Friday 9:00am—2:00pm 

Church office (815) 235-2824  

www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 

www.facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport 

Place 
Stamp 
Here 

Change Service Requested 

1010 South Park Boulevard 

Freeport, IL 61032 

www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 


