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November 2018 A Monthly Sharing of our Mission and Ministry 

TIDINGS 

Members and friends of St. John UCC: 

 We hope you have been inspired and uplifted by this year’s An-

nual Giving Campaign, and our ministry goals for 2019. Each week, 

we are witness to a different response to the question: “What Shall 

We Bring?” 

 When we have been asked, “What Shall We Bring?”, friends we 

see each week share their Gifts of the Spirit, their Gifts of Hope, their 

Gifts of Togetherness, their Gifts of Commitment and Faith. In the many 

ways we live our faith in witness and action, we each bring Gifts of 

Good News that heal community, world, and ourselves. Our respons-

es to this question have been rich with reminders as to how we have 

been invited to consider how we can bring our best before God. 

 Our Giving Campaign concludes on November 18, with Conse-

cration Sunday.  This is the day when we respond to God’s invita-

tion to share our Faith Promises for 2019. We encourage you to 

prayerfully consider how you will respond to what God has provid-

ed for you in the ongoing mission of your church.  

 There will be a designated time in our worship this Sunday to 

bring our cards forward to be blessed and to have our intentions 

consecrated. As always, these cards represent our best intentions, 

and can – at any time – be adjusted if your circumstances change. 

 These last few weeks have been enriching and our worship to-

gether has been inspiring. Now the invitation is before us; how will 

we respond and allow God to use us and our resources for the good 

of the world? That is up to us. We remember what is at stake and 

what the possibilities are. May we respond accordingly so that, as 

with the early church as told to us in the Book of Acts, “there was 

not a need person among them.” 

See you Sunday! 

Mike Smith, Lisa Schubert, Vanessa Hughes,  

Deb Scott, Dale Priewe, 

The 2018 Annual Giving Campaign Team 

TOTENFEST 

November 4, during worship 

Totenfest, the  “Festival of the Departed,” will 

take place on Sunday, November 4 during 

morning worship. We will remember our 

members and friends who have died  during 

this past year. We will read their names, and 

recall their lives with candles, prayer, scrip-

ture, and song.  

 

FALL SPIRITUAL RETREAT 

November 17-18 

Take a day with God and friends before the 

hustle of the holidays begins.  

See page 2 for more information 

 

COOKIE WALK &  

THANKSGIVING PIES 

November 17, 9-11AM 

Begin the holiday season with the annual 

Cookie Walk, featuring our special St. John 

Peanut Brittle 

Fellowship Ministry will be taking orders for 

pies for your Thanksgiving celebration.  

See page 3 for more information on these events 

 

“REIGN OF LOVE” 

DISASTER RELIEF OFFERING 

November 25 
 

See page 4 for more information 
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Sinsinawa Mound Center 

November 16-17 

This year’s Fall Spiritual Retreat will take place from 

November 16-17—a one-night for rest and spiritual 

rejuvenation, an opportunity to get away to retreat, 

find solitude and community, to be nurtured in mind, 

body and spirit. The cost is $75 to cover lodging and 

meal expenses. 

Please speak with Judy Garkey, Hugh Knapp or Deb 

Rockey if you have questions about the retreat. A sign

-up sheet is on the bulletin board in the Narthex. 

 

 

SEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATE 

The News that we can share! 

We’ve received profiles from candidates.  This much 

we can say.  We have learned much about them.  

This, too we can say.  But we can’t say much else!  

The whole committee thanks you for you continued 

support as we work to discern the right person to be 

our Pastor for Faith Formation! 

Keep the Search Committee in your prayers! 

 
2018 CROP Hunger Walk Update 

This year’s CROP Hunger Walk is one for the history 

books!  The preliminary total for support received is  

$12,610, with 67 walkers from 11 churches and  

FACC. What an amazing amount of support for our 

hunger releiv missions across the world! 

Last year, our walkers and supporters raised more 

than $7,200 and we had a goal to raise $10,000 Our 

friends at Church World Service gave a shout of great 

thanks when we reported our increase of over $5,000. 

Twenty-five percent of the funds raised by our walk-

will go to directly support the food pantries and hun-

ger-related work of Freeport Area Church Coopera-

tive (FACC) and the Salvation Army of Freeport. 

Thank you, and get your walking shoes ready for next year! 

 

 

ADVENT DEVOTIONALS  

Come, Lord Jesus: 2018 Advent Devotional is a unique col-

lection of devotions that includes Scripture and prayer 

for each day of Advent. Excellent for both individual 

and group use. Composed by the UCC Writers 

Group, this collection shares a progressive Christian 

faith on the journey to the new birth of our faith at 

Christmas. Readings begin December 2 and continues 

through Christmas Day. Pick up your in the Narthex. 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

The deadline for submitting articles  

for the December TIDINGS  

is Tuesday, November 13. 
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COOKIE WALK 

November 17, 9:00-11:00 am 

Our annual Cookie Walk is just around the corner!  

It’s time to begin thinking about how you want to 

contribute. Look up your most delicious cookie reci-

pes and decorate them with a holiday flare, make a 

delightful snack mix or cook up the most mouth wa-

tering candy you’ve ever tasted. Or sign up to help 

out the morning of the event. Then, come enjoy the 

morning with us, and stock up on some delicious hol-

iday treats! Sign-up sheets are on the bulletin board in 

the Narthex.  

 

 
December 2, 11:30 am -2:00 pm 

Another of the great traditions of the faith is our pre-

paring for Advent and Christmas. On Sunday, 12/2, 

we will gather for a fellowship brunch and afternoon 

of preparing the church for the holidays. 

11:30 Brunch is served (following worship) 

12:00 Break Out to Building Decorating and  

Creating Decorations Teams 

  1:30 Gather to celebrate in Worship  

This event is for all ages, all abilities, and all gifts. 

Please sign up on the bulletin board in the Narthex so 

that we have enough good food to fuel our decorat-

ing. For more information, please contact Pam Wes-

sel or Pastor Hank. 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

 
THANKSGIVING CELEBRATION 

PIE BAKING 

Care and Community’s Fellowship Team will be tak-

ing orders for pies for your Thanksgiving celebration. 

We will be making Pumpkin, Cherry, and Peach with 

a crumb top this year. 

Pick up will be Wednesday November 21nd at 12pm. 

Cost is $10 each. Place your order on the sign-up 

sheet on the bulletin board. 

 

 

MITTEN TREE AND 

CHRISTMAS CLOSET 

From November to December, our congregation 

works with Amity’s Attic and Kid’s Coats and 

Clothes, collecting mittens, hats, and gloves (no 

scarves please). Additionally, sweatshirts, sweatpants, 

sweaters, and heavy socks, and boots are appreciated. 

Your donations will help keep the children of Free-

port warm!  

Please place  your donations  in the Christmas Closet  

in the Entryway, or in the baskets around  

the Christmas Tree in the Narthex. 
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“REIGN OF LOVE”  

DISASTER RELIEF OFFERING 

Working as one community to support 

those affected by the October Flood 

October produced the fourth “ten-year” flood in the 

past fifteen months for the communities bordering 

the Pecatonica River. 

As of the writing of this column, the Pecatonica River 

is reported at 13.5 ft (two feet above flood stage), 

with a slow recess of the flooding that began on Oc-

tober 2. Because of the slow fall of the river, our 

community response has been equally affected. 

NICAA, the Northwestern Illinois Community Ac-

tion Agency, has been working diligently to evaluate 

the cleanup and repair needs of the East side of Free-

port.  Because of the earlier floods, their agency’s re-

serve funds for  and repairing or replacing damaged 

home appliances, water heaters, and heating systems 

has been drained. 

On Sunday, 11/25, our congregation will take the 

“Reign of Love” disaster relief offering to support the 

work of NICAA.  This is a community-wide initiative 

of the Freeport Clergy Group.  Together, we seek to 

gather the funds necessary for NICAA to perform the 

needed repairs and replacements before the winter 

months begin. 

Our Mission and Outreach Leadership Team has 

committed a dollar-for-dollar match to the offering 

received, up to $4,000. We hope that you are able to 

contribute to this community outreach.  Donations 

can also be delivered to the church office at any time.  

 
PRAIRIE ASSOCIATION FALL MEETING 

NOVEMBER 3, 8:00 AM. - 1:00 PM 

The Fall Meeting of the Prairie Association will  focus 

on exploring and engage in practices from the “Art of 

Hosting” and “Theory U” that center on Being, Re-

ceiving, Contributing, and Co-Creating that will help 

us draw from the deeper wisdom of the spirit that cre-

ates health and life in our Association. 

The meeting will take place at First Congregational 

UCC in Marseilles, on Saturday, November 3 begin-

ning with registration at 8:00 am. 

 

 
COMMUNITY 

THANKSGIVING CELEBRATION 

Monday, November 19, 7:00pm 

The Freeport / Northwest Illinois Clergy Group is 

reviving the tradition of a community-wide Thanks-

giving worship celebration. All are invited to share in 

a spirit of unity with the many and various faith com-

munities in our city and surrounding area. 

The service will take place at St. Paul Missionary Bap-

tist Church, with Rev. Melissa Meyers of Faith United 

Methodist Church preaching. 

A door offering of non-perishable goods will go to 

support the  hunger relief ministry at the Freeport Ar-

ea Church Cooperative (FACC). The offering for the 

evening will go to support a developing ministry to 

provide winter-appropriate footwear for children and 

youth. 

OUR WIDER MISSION & OUTREACH 
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FREEPORT AREA 

CHURCH COOPERATIVE 

In November we will be collecting 

Personal Care and Household Items 

 

Please drop off donations in the carts in the church 

entryway. Thank you! 

 

FACC Christmas Baskets 

It’s close to that most wonderful time of the year!   

Gathering of the food and gifts for this year’s Christ-

mas Baskets will begin this month.  Our portion is 

our traditional collection of 200 2 lb. boxes of spa-

ghetti/pasta for the FACC Christmas baskets. 

Add your donations to the collection carts in the enrtryway 

 

Red Can Update 

We have heard from FACC that Personal Care and 

Household items are in high demand. Beginning in 

October, we are designating our FACC Red Can of-

fering to filling this regular need. 

Please help with your financial support in the Red 

Can on the first Sunday of each month, with checks 

payable to St. John UCC.  Thank you! 

 

FACC Chicago Avenue Mission 

Homeless Shelter Dinner Volunteers 

A new mission opportunity is coming from some old 

roots. Currently, most all of the meals served are pre-

pared at FACC by staff. There obviously is a fair 

amount of time and financial commitment that is 

made to ensure our shelter clients are served and fed. 

Dan King is our team lead on this mission.  He will 

be organizing two meals every month for the shelter, 

from October to May. Our nights are the second and 

fourth Wednesdays. 

If you feel called to share your culinary gifts and want to help, 

please contact Dan King or Pam Wessel to join the team! 

 

 
SPECIAL OUTREACH MISSION 

Sadie’s Dream for A Cure 

Sadie’s Dream for a Cure has mobilized a small ar-

my of volunteers throughout the country who sew. 

The organization was founded in 2012, a year after 

one of the group member’s children, Sadie, was diag-

nosed with Neuroblastoma at six months of age  

Thank you for your generous donations to this pro-

ject.  The collection basket will remain in the Narthex 

through November.  Stop by and see what is needed 

to fill the Busy Bags! 

OUR LOCAL MISSION & OUTREACH 
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CHILDREN’S FORMATION MINISTIES 

 

Godly Play shares God’s word with our Pre-School 

through 3rd Grade youth. Our certified teaching team 

shares the building-block stories of faith using Mon-

tessori-style and models. 

November’s stories will share the scripture stories of:  

 11/4   The Exile and the Return 

 11/11 The Prophets 

 11/18 Jonah, the Backwards Prophet 

 11/25 The Books of the Bible 

Drop in and meet our inspiring teaching team: 

Kelly Priewe, Olivia Shaffer 

Marla Kreeger, Sylvia Bomgarden, Andrea Schrock 

 

 

Kids’ Worship gathers our 4th-7th Grade youth as 

they begin to creatively reflect on what God’s still-

speaking word is sharing in their lives. 

Their journey is aided by Connect, a curriculum de-

signed to meet the youth at a fun, age-appropriate 

place. 

 10/7   Freedom: Wilderness 

 10/14 Freedom: Commandments 

 10/21 Freedom: Promised Land 

 10/28 Freedom Unit Rewind 

Come and see with our newest teaching team: 

Tommy Priewe & Tara Boddie (and friends!) 

 

5th/6th-Tuesdays | 7th/8th-Thursdays 

3:00 – 5:00 pm 

HELIX begins its second quarter of 2018-2019 on 

Tuesday , 11/6 and Thursday 11/8.  

Our continuing mission: to help youth with their so-

cial and emotional learning, and to make positive de-

cisions by reflecting on their core beliefs and princi-

ples. And of course, we’re going to have A LOT OF 

AMAZING FUN!! 

This month at HELIX: 

11/6-11/8 “#Squadgoals! #1” 

What does it mean to work together? 

11/13-11/15 “#Squadgoals! #2” 

What does it mean to work together 

on a project? 

11/20-11/22 NO MEETINGS 

Thanksgiving Break 

11/27-11/29 “Who is your family?” 

Who supports you being you? 

 

For questions, or to register a youth for this year’s 

meetings, send an email to: 

helix@stjohnuccfreeport.org

FAITH FORMATION MINISTRIES 
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LEARNING OUR FAITH (LOF) 

Sunday Mornings, 11:15 am 

LOF has returned, with amazing studies, video dis-

cussions, and other experiences. This is a chance to 

broaden and deepen your faith by delving into ideas 

and hearing others express their thoughts. 

We are all in the learning stage; you would NOT be 

joining a group of "experts"!! 

 

ADULT FORUM 

Sunday Mornings, 11:15 am 

Come discuss the week’s topics, current events, and 

how our faith guides us in action and witness. 

 

 
Wednesday Mornings, 9:00 am  

Enjoy a mid-week break with an incredible group of 

thoughtful Christians. This month, we will begin read-

ing and discussing Melannie Svoboda’s book, With the 

Dawn Rejoicing. 

 
RESOURCE GROUP-Thursdays, 9am 

Coffee, treats, friendship, and more! 

We will assemble the December TIDINGS on 11/29. 

 
First Saturday of the Month, 8:00 am 

Come join the next gathering of the Men’s Ministry. 

Join the lively group in the Chapel Hearth Room as 

we share a few jokes and cover any number of topics 

in the spirit of good fellowship. Coffee and donuts 

are provided. 

 

 
PING Pong – Tuesdays, 9am , Room S 6B 

 

 
First and Third Mondays, 6:30 pm 

PRISM is a support group for LGBTQ youth, adults, 

and those who love and support them. 

This is a facilitated group, providing a safe space and 

confidential community for people to share particular 

concerns or issues they want the group to think about 

with them, for a healthier outcome. 

Beginning this month, PRISM will host meetings on 

the first and third Mondays. We have heard from the 

wider community that there is a greater need for sup-

port for the LGBT community in Freeport and 

Northwest Illinois. 

For more information on PRISM, our outreach to the 

LGBTQ community, please visit our webpage: 

stjohnuccfreeport.org/open-affirming/prism 

 

COMMUNITY AND FELLOWSHIP 
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NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

11/03   Tom & Kathy Koch 

11/13 Jim & Gwen Drew 

11/24 Bill & Ruth Kuntz 

11/25  Jeff & Margaret Richardson 

11/26 Galen & Carole Bertram 

11/27 Kenny & Andrea Schrock 
 

OUR HOMEBOUND 

MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 

The following is a list of our friends who cannot leave 

their residence and may love a visit or a card from 

those thinking of them. 
 

 Bounce Back:  Ronnie Clock 
 

Manor Court: Dorothy Ness 

Parkview: Claire Biesemeier 

Stephenson Nursing Center:  
June Nagel, Betty Remmers 

Heritage Woods: Betty Carpenter 

Provena: Jackie & Jerry Watson 

Pearl Pavilion: Zael Klapp 

In their homes: Shirley Durrstein, Karen Salter, 
Audrey Gianquinto, Joyce Bloyer, David Spencer, 
Shirley Fritzenmeier, Velda Wichman, Arlene 
Kreeger 

 

THANKS AND CELEBRATIONS 
NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 

1. Psalm 8 

2. Psalm 30 

3. Psalm 40:1-11 

4. Deuteronomy 16:1-17 

5. Deuteronomy 30:1-20 

6. Deuteronomy 31:9-29 

7. Deut. 31:30-32:27 

8. Deuteronomy 32:28-44 

9. Deuteronomy 33:1-17 

10. Deuteronomy 33:18-29 

11. 2 Samuel 6:1-23 

12. 2 Samuel 7:1-17 

13. 2 Samuel 7:18-29 

14. Isaiah 12:1-6 

15. Isaiah 25:1-9 

16. Isaiah 42:1-17 

17. Jeremiah 10:1-16 

18. Psalm 50 

19. Psalm 71 

20. Psalm 75 

21. Psalm 135 

22. Psalm 136 

23. Psalm 138 

24. Psalm 121 

25. Psalm 122 

26. Psalm 124 

27. Psalm 125 

28. Psalm 126 

29. Psalm 127 

30. Psalm 128 

11/04 Stanley Bomgarden 

11/05  Sally Kahler 

11/06 David Crowell 

11/07 Marvin Deboer 

 Christina Fairman 

11/08 Daniel Kreeger 

11/13 Betty Carpenter 

11/14  Stan Smith 

11/16  Doris Roberts 

11/18  Tim NewKirk 

 

11/19  Joyce Bloyer 

 Vicki Spyrison 

11/20   Ryan Piefer 

11/23 Carl Roderick 

11/25  Carol Smith 

11/26 Tom Mathews 

 Kathy Moffatt 

 Ellen Roderick 

11/27 Beth Slade 

11/28  Melinda Fruth 

 

PRAYER CHAIN 

Please Pray For: 

Ronnie Clock, Dan Sherwood, Richard Beckett 

THANK YOU 

Big thank yous to everyone who thought of me, prayed 

for me and wished me a speedy recovery after the stroke 

on Sunday morning, September 2. All the beautiful cards 

and notes were much appreciated. The surprise visits and 

phone calls were special treats. I’ve had excellent care at 

Van Matre in Rockford and now at FHN Rehabilitation so 

regaining strength and courage. Not quite ready to do the 

polka, but we must keep laughing and uplifting our spirits. 

Ruth Olson 
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USHERS 

11/04  Tim Ebbers, Jim Drew, Shan MacAdam, 
Dale Priewe 

11/11 Phil & Barb Copus, Ulan Price,  
Tom Campbell-Outcault 

11/18  Ray & Jeri Nieman, Brett & Michele 
 Piefer, Jeanne Koch 
11/25 Jack & Diana Fox, Dan King & Robert 

Mayfield 
 

GREETERS 

11/04 Sally Kahler & Edith Rosenstiel 

11/11 Carl & Ellen Roderick 

11/18  Dave & Deb Rockey 

11/25  Donnley & Sandy Dutcher 

 

WELCOMERS 

11/04 Bonnie Gennusa & Marge Criddle 

11/11 Ulan & Cindy Price 

11/18  Dan King & Robert Mayfield 

11/25     Sandy DeBoer & Sarah Priewe 

 

INFANT AND TODDLER ROOM 

11/04 Volunteer Needed 

11/11 Carla Meyer 

11/18 Pam Wessel 

11/25 Jill Kuntz 

 

COMMUNION SERVERS 

11/04  Mike Smith, Dana Underhill, Carol 

Ahrens, Maggie & Michele Cich, Carla 

Meyer, Ulan & Cindy Price 

NOVEMBER COFFEE HOUR 

On Sunday mornings, we gather for coffee and treats 

in the Narthex area and Fellowship Hall to socialize. 

If you would like to find a place to sit and talk, there 

is plenty of room in the Chapel Hearth. 

If your name is on the list below for this month, 

please bring in a treat to share. Some ideas are: 3 doz-

en cookies, treat bars, mini muffins, fruit, etc. Also, 

please plan to help share in clearing the hospitality 

station at the end of the hour. 

To ensure everyone has an opportunity to share, dates 

are assigned alphabetically from the members and 

friends directory. If you are unable to help at this 

time, please let the church office know. 

 

11/04 Kim Evans, Karen Ewing, Hank & Christina 

Fairman, Mike & Susan Feagan, Jack & Diana 

Fox, Mary Frazee 

  

11/11 Dennis & Judy Garkey, Jack & Jill Gastel, 

Mary Geary, Bonnie Gennusa, Laura Hartman, 

Becky Hebert 

 

11/18 Linda Heidenreich, Diane Heilman, Keith 

Hinrichs, Faye Hughes, Vanessa Hughes, 

Shirley Ifert, Sally Kahler 

 

11/25 Daniel King & Robert Mayfield, Donna 

Klapp, Hugh & Sarah Knapp, Jeanne Koch, 

Dan & Marla Kreeger, Jill Kuntz 

 

 

SERVING IN OCTOBER 
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ST JOHN UCC COUNCIL MINUTES FOR 9/24/2018 

 

Present: Deb Scott-President, Dale Priewe-Vice President, Lisa Schubert-Clerk, Vanessa Hughes-Treasurer, 

Shirley Ifert-Care & Community, Jack Fox and Mike Smith-members at large and Pastor Hank Fairman. 

Absent: Judy Garkey-Mission & Outreach 

Vanessa opened the meeting with prayer. 

Financial- The budget continues to be stable, due to help from the Janssen Fund and increased giving. The giv-

ing campaign team has been formed and will begin work on Oct. 10th, with an emphasis on encouraging in-

creased pledging. Council will have a proposed budget ready to present on Oct.21st. 

The Search Team is waiting for candidates to respond to our call, which went “Live” on Sept. 17th. 

The governance team continues to put into words the changes in leadership, with a completion date of spring 

2019. 

 

Reports: 

Pastoral – Hank stated that the new fall year has started off well (Children’s Church, Godly Play and HELIX). 

The position of Administrative and Creative Assistant has been filled and is also working out well.  Council is 

reviewing a draft of an Employee Handbook. 

Property Management –  The Team has recommended Shan MacAdam, Steve Schubert, and Tim Ebbers as 

the House Trustees for the church-owned property 922 S. Park. to take over the care of the house St John owns, 

the job Don Valkema has recently retired from. Many thanks to Don for his years of stewardship.  Mike made 

the motion to accept the nominations, and thank Don. Shirley seconded. The motion passed unanimously. 

Care & Community – Events coming up include the Harvest Fest, Sat. Oct. 27th from 11 to 2 it may include 

Trunk or Treat.; Cookie Walk and Pie orders for Thanksgiving; be watchful for dates for these events.  The 

group is also preparing meals for the new member gatherings. They are also arranging advertising for Advent and 

Christmas services. 

Mission & Outreach – CROP Walk packets are now available.  We have been asked by the homeless shelter to 

again provide dinners, we have agreed to two Wednesdays per month.  Dean Wright from F.A.C.C. met with the 

team to answer our questions about their services. A series of Mission Moments will begin Sept. 30.  Prism has 

reorganized and meets on the 1st and 3rd Mondays of the month. 

Worship & Education- Currently they are working on staffing for all programs. 

Admin & Resources- They have been working on the updated personnel manual, and staffing our open posi-

tions. Over the winter months, the building-wide WIFI will be completed.  The “Green Team” will meet and 

have a report next month. 

 

Adjourned at 8:10. Respectfully submitted, Lisa Schubert. 
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CHURCH STAFF 
 

Ministers: Members of the church 

Senior Pastor:  

 Rev. Henry E. “Hank” Fairman Hank@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

  815-616-5626 

Ministry of Congregational Life  

 Pam Wessel Pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

Administrative & Creative Assistant 

 Allison Sutton Allison@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

Bookkeeper:  

 Heather Schiess Heather@stjohnuccfreeport.org  

Youth Ministry Assistant:  Madison Riddell 

Choir Director: Gina Bertram  Organist: Carole Bertram 

Pastor Emeritus: Donnley Dutcher 

 

OUR CALLING STATEMENT 

To be a Sacred Place to Inspire Faith  

and Nurture Compassion  

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday – Friday 9:00am—2:00pm 

Church office (815) 235-2824  

www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 

www.facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport 

Place 
Stamp 
Here 

Change Service Requested 


