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May 2020 A Monthly Sharing of our Mission and Ministry 

TIDINGS 
 

PRENONS UNE PAUSE 
 

 This Friday, we enter Week 6 of the Coronavirus COVID-

19 Pandemic Stay-at-Home rules. This may be by far the long-

est any of us has sat at home in a prescriptive pause, mindfully 

considering the health, wellness, and wholeness of the entire 

world. 

 We’ve heard words like “Unprecedented” and “Unreal” 

used to describe this time. And while it may be both of these in 

our modern era, humanity has faced “a time such as this” in 

the past. With humility, we have come back, with an education 

of what took place guiding our steps forward. 

 When we do get back together, it’ll take some time to adjust 

to our regrouping. And, for a time, it will mean some changes 

to how we share in worship, fellowship, and mission. The 

Church Council and Leadership Teams have been prayerfully 

reflecting on how we can regroup in safety as we reopen the 

church campus. I invite you pull out the special insert 

“Returning and Regrouping,” that shares the thoughts of some 

UCC leaders and of our Church Council on our life together in 

the time ahead. 

 This Eastertide isn’t like the ones were used to—but isn’t 

that the point of Easter? To be amazed, and full of wonder, 

and celebrating the mystery of the moment? 

Easter isn’t just one day—it’s a season of Sundays, Mondays, 

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays. 

Each day helps us to catch that Spirit of Resurrection that will 

bring us back together. Each day, we can find ways to be the 

Body of Christ wherever we are (even if we’re staying home 

buy ourselves). 

Take a break, friends, and we’ll see you in church soon, 

 

 

P.S.  Hope to see you in our Virtual Worship Space every week! 

 
SHARE IN SUNDAY WORSHIP 

ON FACEBOOK LIVE 

Join in worship every Sunday, 10:00 am: 

facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport/live 

Each week, the streaming video will appear 

at the top of the postings. “Like” our page, 

and you will get an invitation to join each 
week. See you in our Virtual Worship Place! 

 

 
“FILL THE BAGS” 

OFFERING FOR  HUNGER RELIEF 

Help FACC “fill the bags” with needed nu-

tritious canned and dry goods through your 
financial support for this special offering. 

See page 5 for full details. 

 

 
GOT MASKS? WE DO! 

Beginning May 1, EVERY PERSON in Illi-

nois is required to wear a mask when in a 
public place where they can’t maintain a six-

foot social distance. 

Need a mask? Call Pam - 815-275-7202 



2 

 

 

ST JOHN UCC 

GOVERNANCE AND MINISTRY 
 

The Church Council and Leadership Teams are 

meeting regularly throughout the Stay-at-Home 

period. Each group is working hard to maintain their 

areas of ministry, and ensure that our community 

remains together in our time apart. It is amazing how 

much care, wisdom, and progress can be made while 

we are apart one from another. 

If you have any questions, need to raise an issue, or 

want to give a prayer of thanks, reach out to: 

Church Council 

 President Dale Priewe 

 Treasurer Vanessa Hughes 

 Secretary Lisa Schubert 

 Members at Large Mike Smith, Robert Mayfield 

Leadership Teams 

 Care & Community    Carla Meyer 

 Mission & Outreach   Judy Garkey 

 Worship & Education   Kelly Priewe 

 Property Management   Keith Hinrichs 

 Human Resources    Jill Gastel 

GOVERNANCE AND MINISTRY 

MARCH FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

Income Actual Budget Difference 

Pledges/Gifts $15,979 $22,083 (-$6,104) 

Other Income $6,329 $9,703 (-$3,374) 

Total Income $22,308 $31,786 (-$9,478) 

Total Expenses $31,625 $31,873 (-$248) 

Month Total (-9,317) (-$87) (-$9,230) 

YTD Income $69,291 $95,359 (-$26,068) 

YTD Expenses $96,819 $93,153 $3,666 

YTD Total (-$27,528) $2,206 (-$29,734) 

 

SEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATE: 

With the tools of Zoom and Skype, our Associate 

Pastor Search Committee continues to do its work in 

discerning the best candidate for our ministry 

together. While travel and face-to-face meetings are 

difficult during the pandemic, our phone calls, emails, 

and online conference calls are working well. 

The Search Committee will have an update for the 

congregation when we return to the church campus 

on their progress towards calling our next associate 

pastor. Keep them all in your prayers! 

 

 
MUSIC MINISTRY 

AT ST. JOHN UCC 

All Music Ministry practices remain suspended 

through the end of the Coronavirus quarantine. We 

thank the many vocalists, instrumentalists, and 
accompanists who continue to inspire us in our time 

of worship. 

Gina Bertram is also working on safe-regrouping 

practices for the different choirs and music 

ensembles. When we are back together, we will do 

everything we can to maintain the health and safety of 

our musicians, staff, and congregation. 

The deadline for submitting articles  

for the June TIDINGS  

is Tuesday, May 12th. 
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“GREEN TEAM” 

Environmental and Creation Justice 

“What is a weed? 
A plant whose virtues have not yet been discovered.” 

Ralph Waldo Emerson, 

American Essayist (1803 – 1882). 

Emerson led the transcendentalist movement of the 

mid-19th century. Transcendentalism developed in 

New England beginning around 1836. In reaction to 

rationalism, it believed divinity pervades all nature and 

humanity. Emerson lived in Concord, Massachusetts, 

which was the epicenter of transcendentalism. Many 

of his neighbors were of like thinking and included 

some familiar people like Henry David Thoreau 

(“Walden Pond” – 1854), Amos Bronson Alcott, and 

his daughter Louisa May Alcott (“Little Women” – 

1868). 

Most of us would agree that being in nature and being 

among people with whom we have a “natural” 

connection often has an element of the spiritual to 

those moments. Emerson through the above quote 

pushes us to embrace the divinity of even the lowly 

weed – to give it its just due. Environmental justice is 

what we embrace at St. John and the innate divinity of 

all creation in diverse forms from the least of the 

plant kingdom to the least of God’s kingdom. 

CARE FOR CREATION AND EACH OTHER 

 

In this time of social distancing, St. John UCC is 

committed to maintaining connections with every 

member, friend, and visitor in our church community. 

The Coronavirus COVID-19 Pandemic has shown us 

how important deep, engaged relationships are in 

keeping us healthy in mind, soul, strength, and spirit. 

We do a good job of this now, but we want to “up our 

game.” Pam Wessel, St. John UCC Director of 

Congregational Life, has divided up our congregation 

into “Caring Teams” groups. Each group’s ministry is 

to help ensure that every person is connected to our 

church community until we can regather. 

We have eleven Caring Teams, including a specific 

one for our Homebound and Senior Living 

Communities. There are nineteen Callers, making 

contact weekly to 124 households (approximately 250 

people). Additionally, a group of volunteers is sending 

notes or cards to those people without phone 

numbers in the residential facilities. 

What are we hearing on the calls? Pam reports: 

“Frequently I get calls throughout the week with 

questions or concerns. I’m keeping all of these in 

records, and notifying or referring folks as needed. 

“It’s been very interesting and I’m grateful to the 

people who have called and the replies we’ve received 

are overwhelming.” 

If you have not been contacted and would like to be 

added to our list, please contact Pam through email, 

pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

or phone 815-275-7202. 

GREEN ENERGY REPORT 

Month 2020 2019 Change 

February 7,560 kWh 7,680kWh 120 kWh 

March 5,760 kWh 7,320 kWh 1,560 kWh 

April 4,800 kWh 7,320 kWh 2,520 kWh 

Total kWh 18,120 kWh 22,320 kWh 4,200 kWh 
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STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH OFFERING  

How is a minister formed and prepared for ministry at 

every stage of their vocation? Ministers are formed like 

Jeff, who discerned a call to ministry while participating in 

a UCC-related summer camp. And they are formed like 

Darrell, who found a home in the UCC as the 

congregation he founded voted to affiliate with the 

denomination. And, like Kaji and Jennifer, they are 

formed in part through a heritage of generational church 

leadership in the pulpit and beyond. 

Through it all, the Pentecost Spirit blows where She will, 

inspiring and calling forth new generations of leaders. 

Nurtured and challenged in congregations, supported by 

committees on ministry, and further shaped through 

educational experiences, these leaders become authorized 

for ministry in and on behalf of the UCC. 

Do you ever wonder how the UCC prepares individuals 

for ministry and continuing authorization within the UCC? 

The Ministerial Excellence, Support, and Authorization 

(MESA) Ministry Team thinks about ministerial formation 

and continuing authorization every day. Committed to the 

vision that every ministry setting deserves gifted and 

accountable pastoral leadership, MESA shares the 

Church’s best practices for ministerial formation, 

authorization, and ongoing oversight through training, 

resources, and cooperation with Associations and 

Conferences.  

MESA’s most recent Manual on Ministry, published a year 

ago, provides practices and resources to support the UCC 

in their work to provide discernment, authorization, and 

oversight of ministers in the UCC. Please give generously 

to the Strengthen the Church Offering on May 31, 2020. 

You will support MESA and help people like Jennifer, 

Darrell, Kaji, and Jeff respond to the Spirit of God, 

leading them to new missions and ministries.  

MINISTRIES 

MONTHLY PRAYER PARTNERS  

May—Mozambique 

 

In Mozambique, rural areas are in need of pastors, but 

pastors assigned to rural parishes are faced with 

challenges serving congregations that are spread out 

far from their homes and offices. Pastors of these 

parishes serve approximately 200 families per month, 

often on foot or bicycle. This means that some 

communities go for long periods without pastoral 

care or communion. To respond to the transportation 

need, long standing Global ministries partner, the 

United Church of Christ in Mozambique (UCCM), 

developed a project to purchase motorcycles for 

pastors who serve rural parishes. With this project, 

the UCCM reduces one challenge that the pastors 

face as they serve the families in their churches. 

 

Global Ministries is a partnership ministry between  

the United Church of Christ and the Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ). For more information, please visit:  

 

www.globalministries.org 

OUR LOCAL & WIDER MISSION 
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“FILL THE BAGS” 

OFFERING FOR  HUNGER RELIEF 

The members and friends at St. John UCC celebrate 

with the Freeport Area Church Cooperative, on their 

engaging in hunger relief efforts during the 

Coronavirus pandemic. FACC's Emergency Food 

Assistance Program went live on Monday, 4/20, 

providing delivery-only hunger relief to clients. 

FACC has asked that each of its member churches  

help support their efforts, and stock the pantry, 

through “Food Pantry Sunday.” Our congregation is 

committed to honoring the COVID-19 “stay-at-

home” rules, without exception. In keeping with this 

policy, an in-person food collection will not be taken. 

We are teaming up with FACC to help in a different 

way: a special offering to “Fill the Bags” with items that 

remain in need. From our fifty-year partnership with 

FACC, we know that there will be a list of non-

perishable items that will not arrive through drop-off 

donations. Those items are important to provide 

healthy, diverse, and nutritious meals for the food 

pantry clients. 

Beginning Sunday, 4/26, we will collect a special 

offering for "Food Pantry Sunday." The offering will 

be collected until the end of the stay-at-home period 

at the end of May. The Mission and Outreach Team 

at St. John UCC has pledged an initial commitment to 

the offering of $1,000 to purchase the needed grocery 

items. We’re extending a challenge to match that 

amount to meet the future needs. 

You can donate through our secure Online Giving 

Portal. Your generous spirit of support will fill the 

bags—and the needs—of the hungry in Freeport! 

 

The Freeport Area Church Cooperative is a not-for-

profit organization whose mission is to provide 

emergency food, clothing, and shelter to those in 

need in Northwest Illinois and to empower those we 

serve. 

FACC supports two important ways to end 

homelessness in our community. The Chicago 

Avenue Mission is a 16-bed emergency homeless 

shelter. Hope House is an eight-unit permanent 

supportive housing program for chronically homeless 

adults with disabilities. 

Almost all of the men and women served through 

Hope House were once regular clients and residents 

of FACC's Chicago Avenue Mission emergency 

homeless shelter or were living on the streets.  

Red Can Offering 

Personal Care and Household items are always in high 

demand at the FACC Pantry. You can help provide 

these items with your financial support in the FACC 

Red Can on the first Sunday of each month. 

Please make checks payable to St. John UCC. 

 
Chicago Avenue Mission Dinner Program 

The Dinner Program is on hiatus due to the 

Coronavirus Pandemic. Look for the announcement 

in an upcoming TIDINGS for its return! 

ENDING HUNGER AND HOMELESSNESS 
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FAITH FORMATION MINISTRIES 

 
LEARNING OUR 

FAITH (LOF) 

ADULT FORUM 

 
SENIOR RESOURCE 

CENTER  

PING PONG  

 

RESOURCE GROUP 

 
LGBTQ+ Outreach 

WE MISS YOU ALL! 

 We miss everyone who shares in the 

Church and Community-based fellowship 
groups. Our shared experiences in faith for-

mation, small-group discussion, issues engage-
ment, and fun silliness unites us. And the 

memories of those moments—and the desire 

to return for more life-affirming times—will 
bring us back together when it is safe to re-

gather from the Coronavirus social distancing. 

 Many of our programs and gatherings will 

enter into their Summer schedules as the Stay-

At-Home period is set to expire on May 31. 
Some may not resume until September’s Rally 

Day excitement. What we can say is this: 

Whoever you are, 

and wherever we find ourselves staying safe 
during the COVID-19 Pandemic, 

the Body of Christ remains 

united in our separation. 

 Have faith in this: We will rejoice with glad-

ness when we re-gather as the community of 
God’s extravagantly welcoming people. 

Remember—You are never alone! 

 
GODLY PLAY 

PRE-3RD GRADES 

 
KIDS’ WORSHIP 

4TH-7TH GRADES 
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THANKS AND CELEBRATIONS 
MAY BIRTHDAYS  

5/02 Fiona Hughes 

5/03 Elva Piehn 

5/06 Judy Garkey 

5/09 Maggie Cich 

5/11 Dennis Garkey 

5/12 Michelle Cich 

Ken Schrock 

5/13 Larry Frazee 

5/15 Katelyn Copus 

 

5/16 Ronnie Clock 

Lisa Condie 

5/18 Norma Fluechtling 

Rae Ann McMurray 

5/20 Dylan Kuntz 

5/23 Mary Frazee  

Sarah Knapp 

5/27 Kristi Ebbers 

5/28 Kathy Koch 

Lannie Leman 

OUR HOMEBOUND 

MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 

The following is a list of our friends who cannot leave 
their residence during the Coronavirus Stay-at-Home 

period. We can all do our part to share a phone call or 
a card from those thinking of them. 

Manor Court: Dorothy Ness 

Hawthorne Inn: Jack & Marge Criddle 

Parkview: Claire Biesemeier, Dorothy 

McGregor, Carolyn Moyer, Norma Fluechtling 

Walnut Acres: June Nagel, Betty Remmers 

Heritage Woods: Betty Carpenter 

Winn Prairie: Don & Ronnie Clock 

Provena: Jackie & Jerry Watson, Joyce Bloyer 

In their homes: Shirley Durrstein, Karen Salter, 
Shirley Fritzenmeier, Ben Lee, Stan Bomgarden 

 

PRAYER CHAIN 

Mavis Clark, Presley Fruth, Andrew 

Keep an eye out for more information and  

details on upcoming events in our weekly  

e-blasts and Sunday bulletins! 

Not receiving the e-blasts? 

Send an email to 

office@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

MAY ANNIVERSARIES 

5/05  Michael & Alyson Graham 

5/10  Brian & Kim Evans 

5/17  Dave & Olivia Shaffer 

5/17  Larry & Lana Kuntz 

5/18  Brett & Michele Piefer 

5/18  William & Kimberly Kreeger 

5/29  Phil & Barb Copus 

 

Illinois Conference UCC 

Outdoor Ministries 

The Illinois Conference UCC Outdoor Ministries has 

informed us that all summer camps are cancelled for 

the 2020 season due to the Coronavirus outbreak. 

You can find more information on the cancellation 

on the following website: www.il-outdoorministries.org 
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CHURCH STAFF 
 

Ministers: Members of the church 

Senior Pastor:  

 Rev. Henry E. “Hank” Fairman Hank@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

  815-616-5626 

Director of Congregational Life 

 Pam Wessel Pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

 

Administrative & Creative Assistant 

 Lisa Elsner Lisa@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

 

Youth Ministry Assistant:  Madison Riddell 

Choir Director: Gina Bertram   

Church Musicians: Randy Cook 

Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Dr. Donnley Dutcher 

 

OUR CALLING STATEMENT 

To be a Sacred Place to Inspire Faith  

and Nurture Compassion  

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday – Friday 9:00am—3:00pm 

Church office (815) 235-2824  

www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 

www.facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport 

Place 
Stamp 
Here 

Change Service Requested 

1010 South Park Boulevard 

Freeport, IL 61032 

www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 
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THE CHURCH COUNCIL’S THOUGHTS 

Here is our first-stage list of considerations as we 

begin to prepare for our return and regrouping: 

 

• We will take a slow, steady reentry to our 

community life: 

 We will start with Sunday worship, and monitor 

the pace of other gatherings of when to restart 

meetings for church and outside groups. 

 We will keep our online worship streaming, and 

welcome folks to return to the building at their 

level of comfort. 

 We will continue to share our moments for 

mission, and pass on the methods of online and 

automatic giving to support our church’s work 

and outreach. 

• We will be a mask-affirming place through the 

summer: 

 Chapel Hearth will be a mask-only space. 

All meetings, all events in that room are 

"clean." For Sundays, the service is broadcast 

into that space. 

 The Sanctuary will be an "at your own risk" 

zone. Mask usage is preferred, with safe 

distance precautions. 

 Our Coffee Hour time will not resume until 

September. There is no “safe” way to eat or 

drink while using a mask. 

• We will continue reaching out to every friend, 

member and visitor to our faith community: 

 The church leaders are constantly in touch, 

working collaboratively in strengthening our 

connections. 

 The Caring Teams are making regular calls to 

every friend and member household. 

 Our Staff Team is spending time in Zoom calls, 

on email, and on the phone, checking up on the 

folks that we hear need some special attention. 

 

There’s much for us to consider as we return from 

the Coronavirus COVID-19 “Stay-at-Home” period. 

UCC pastor Kerri Parker, Director of the Wisconsin 

Council of Churches, offers this wisdom: 

What future we will find ourselves in depends not 

only on the behavior of the virus, but on the 

actions of people – as individuals, churches, 

communities, and governments. The way forward 

will not be a matter of following a timetable, but 

of faithfully discerning the signs of the times, and 

responding accordingly.  It has always been that 

way for the church: “You have called your servants to 

ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet 

untrodden, through perils unknown….”  

 

Rev. Elena Larssen, Senior Minister at The First 

Congregational Church of Long Beach UCC, ended 

her prayer, “When We Reopen Versus How We Regather” 

with these words: 

Shifting our perspective from “when can we 

reopen” to “how shall we regather” activates our 

creativity and brings us to greater wisdom. 

Shifting our perspective is a way to shape a vision 

that will give us hope and help us endure. While 

endurance may not feel joyful, it is a path to 

wisdom. 

 

Rev. Hank Fairman has this to add to the wisdom of 

our siblings in faith in the UCC: 

My Easter isn’t fully here, not until we get back 

together in the Sanctuary, and sing our hearts out 

to “Christ the Lord is Risen Today. 

I plan on being healthy for that moment, and for 

all that is to come. And I want to see you all back 

here celebrating in safety when that Easter Joy 

becomes the New Normal. 

 

Please take a moment, and consider what you think is 

the best, right, safe way for our congregation to 

regroup as the Body of Christ. 

RETURNING AND REGROUPING 


