TIDINGS
May 2019

A Monthly Sharing of our Mission and Ministry

SPRING CHURCH YARD
CLEAN-UP DAY
Saturday, May 4, 8:00 am –12:00 pm

BODY, MIND, AND SPIRIT
Have you ever felt like nobody was there?
Have you ever felt forgotten, in the middle of nowhere?
Have you ever felt like you could disappear?
Like you could call, and no one would hear?

Bring you rakes, wheelbarrows, shovels, and
join in the fun! There’s always something for
every age to help out recovering the church
grounds from winter’s cold hug!
SUMMER WORSHIP TIME
Begins 5/26, 9:00 am
Beginning on Memorial Day Sunday, 5/26,
we will shift our worship time to 9:00 am for
the Spring and Summer. We will return to
worship at 10:00 on the Sunday after Labor
Day weekend, 9/8.

Please mark your calendar now!
ALL-CHURCH
“PICNIC”
June 2, following
worship
Save the date!!
Bring your appetite!
SUMMER CHURCH SCHOOL
LEADERS SIGN-UP TIME!
Pick your week to share the warmth of your
love with the youth! Summer Church School
runs from 6/16 to 8/25
See page 4 for the schedule and more information

“You Will Be Found” from Dear Evan Hanson

Each year millions of Americans face the reality of living with a
mental illness. During May, agencies like the National Institutes
of Mental Health (NIH), the National Alliance on Mental Health
(NAMI) and the other agencies across the country are raising
awareness of the need to de-stigmatize mental health.
I know I am not the only person out there who has dealt with my
own mental health moments. And I’m not the only person in our
community who has loved and supported a family member with
their mental health care in health and in crisis. And I know that
I’m not alone in my hope that everyone who needs mental health
care can find access to a qualified provider at an affordable cost.
Each year churches like ours fight the stigma, provide support,
educate our communities, and advocate for policies that support
people with mental illness and those who love them.
This year’s Mental Health Month asks a question:

Why do we talk about mental health in church? Because mental
health is spiritual health. Mental healthcare is spiritual healthcare.
God created us in a unity of body, mind, and spirit, and to be
faithful caretakers, we need care for our whole self.
On May 19, we will celebrate the amazing organ that God gives
to think with, agonize with, rejoice with, mourn with, and love
with. The Chancel Choir and a special vocal ensemble will share a
special musical tribute. We will worship with all of our emotions
present as we focus on mental health and wholeness.
Come, add your voice and answer the question.
See you in Church!
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER
CHURCH WOMEN UNITED PRESENT:
“AGREE TO DIFFER”
May 3 at 1:30 pm
St John UCC is pleased to host this year’s Church
Women United Friendship Day. The theme for this
year’s celebration comes from Ephesians 4:3.

SANCTUARY FLOWERS
Help celebrate worship with a gift of flowers for our
weekly worship dedicated in honor or memory of
your chosen designee. The church has partnered with
Deininger’s Floral Shop, who will work with you to
make your arrangement. A schedule of dedications
can be found on the Narthex bulletin board. Cost is
$30, made payable to St. John UCC.

Make every effort to maintain
the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace. (NRSV)
All women are invited to share in this annual event.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETING
Every Wednesday, 6:00

MUSIC MINISTRY AT ST. JOHN UCC

Welcome, Randy Cook!

St. John UCC is pleased to welcome a newly-formed
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) group to our building.
AA is a fellowship of men and women who have had
a drinking problem. Their stated purpose is to enable
“members to stay sober and help other alcoholics
achieve sobriety." The group is led by Michael Linck.

We are blessed to announce the addition of Randy
Cook as our Accompanist for vocal and instrumental
music. He joins our arsenal of awesome musicians:
Carole Bertram, Carl Cole, and Gina Bertram. While
he started at a very busy time, his sense of humor and
can-do attitude are great additions! Welcome!
Summer Special Music
Do you have a song in your heart that praises your
Creator? Is it waiting to be celebrated in worship with
your unique style, voice or instrument?

We’d love to hear you!

MARCH FINANCIAL SUMMARY
Income

We will begin our Summer Special Music in June.
Find your week on the calendar now! See Gina
Bertram for more details and available weeks!

The deadline for submitting articles
for the JuneTIDINGS
is Tuesday, May 13.

Actual

Budget

Difference

Pledges/Gifts

$17,300

$20,833

(-$3,533)

Other Income

$12,230

$7,734

$4,496

Total Income

$29,530

$28,650

$880

Total Expenses

$35,239

$37,219

(-$4,212)

Month Total

(-$5,709)

(-$8,569)

(-$2,860)

Year Income

$67,489

$85,950

(-$18,461)

Year Expenses

$83,427

$104,816

(-$21,389)

Year Total
2

(-$15,937) (-$18,866)

$2,929

OUR LOCAL & WIDER MISSION
GLOBAL MINISTRIES
MONTHLY PRAYER PARTNERS
MAY—BANGLADESH

Red Can Offering
Personal Care and Household items are always in high
demand at the FACC Pantry. You can help provide
these items with your financial support in the FACC
Red Can on the first Sunday of each month. Please
make checks payable to St. John UCC.

One of the major challenges to development in rural
communities in Bangladesh is the vast ethnic and
cultural diversity of the population. In many remote
minority communities children do not attend
government schools due to the language barrier.
Women do not have access to education and
opportunities to gain employable skills. Global
Ministries partner the Christian Commission for
Development in Bangladesh (CCDB) has developed a
wide range of programs for addressing development
challenges. As part of its Comprehensive Poverty
Reduction Program, CCDB organizes women’s selfhelp groups in many areas. Women learn employable
skills and are trained in community leadership,
financial management, nutrition, and health. CCDB
now sees that areas with active women’s organizations
have experienced more economic development,
stronger community life, and healthier families.

Food Pantry
In May we will be collecting Spaghetti

Please drop off donations in the carts in the church
entryway.

FACC Chicago Avenue Mission
Homeless Shelter Dinner Volunteers
A team from our congregation is organizing meals
every Wednesday for the Chicago Avenue Shelter,
from October to May. If you feel called to share your
gifts, please contact Dan King or Pam Wessel!

Global Ministries is a partnership ministry between the United
Church of Christ and the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ). For more information, please visit:

A big thanks to everyone who is helping to cook up
this mission to the Freeport community!

www.globalministries.org
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER
THE GREEN TEAM

Feeling the pull of the warm sun? Ready to be
embraced by the winds across grassy fields? Are your
swim things in your bag, ready to hit Reed Park Pool?
Yes! The signs of Summer are showing up!
And one of those signs is the
Summer Church School Sign-up!
Pick your week to share the warmth of your love with
the youth of St. John UCC. Choose a day each month
to embrace the Gospel by teaching our youngest the
Way of Christ. Swim into the deep discussions,
wading through the thoughtful questions of forming
faith.

All the lights in the North Wing (primarily used by
CareerTec) and the church offices have been replaced
with energy efficient alternatives. This adds to those
throughout the hallways. The next phase is to do the
same for the Choir room and Fellowship Hall. This
project is expected to be completed by the end of
April.
The replacement lights were purchased at a
substantially reduced cost through a ComEd rebate
program. It’s anticipated the cost will be recovered in
about six months. By this conversion, lighting wattage
will be reduced by half and subsequently the
electricity cost as well. Further lighting projects
include replacing light fixtures in the education wing
for better illumination and reduced cost.

Godly Play and Kids’ Worship will begin its summer
break on Pentecost Sunday, 6/9. Summer Church
School will begin the next week.

The Green Team in collaboration with Property
Management continues to gather information on solar
energy systems that will recover the upfront costs
within a reasonable timeframe and thereafter
essentially eliminate our electric bill.

We will be enjoying the storytelling of Seasons of the
Spirit, a lectionary-based multi-age resource for faith
formation. You can find out more about the resource
at this web address: www.seasonsonline.ca
Two adult leaders are needed each week to provide a
safe experience for the youth.

All of the above is to reach a mission goal of being an
environmentally just church and caring for our earth
as responsible stewards of God’s abundant creation.
We appreciate your ongoing support and
encouragement in this pursuit. We will keep you
updated on progress in this effort.

Here’s the dates!
When can you help share the stories?
6/16
7/14
8/11
6/23
7/21
8/18
6/30
7/28
8/25
7/7
8/4
Questions? Contact Kelly Priewe or Pastor Hank

.
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IT’S TIME FOR SUMMER CAMP!
COME TO

THIS SUMMER’S OFFERINGS

SUMMER CAMP!

There is a camp just right
for children of all ages!

Illinois Conference UCC
Outdoor Ministries

Grandparent and Me
First Adult, $165($110/additional)
First Child, $100 ($75/additional)

Spend some time with new
friends, new faces, and new
images of God with the youth of the Illinois
Conference. The 2019 Summer Camp Season begins
at the two Camps operated by our Conference. There
are programs and sessions for
•

June 13-15
June 17-19

Pilgrim Park

June 10-15
June 17-19

Tower Hill,

Sports Camp
Grades 6-9 $388/youth

Grandparents and Grandchildren (ages 4+)

Grades K-2 and K-3
• Grades 3-10 and 4-11
• And for Women and Adults in Autumn
More information and online registration can be
found at the Outdoor Ministries website:
•

June 13-15

Pilgrim Park

Worship & Wonder
Tenderfoot (K-3) $164/youth
July 10-12
Pilgrim Park

www.il-outdoorministries.org/outdoor-ministries.html

Grades 4-11
July 7-12

Pilgrim Park is located in Princeton, IL (about 90
minutes from Freeport). Tower Hill Camp is located
in Sawyer, MI (about 3 hours from Freeport). Both
facilities are supported through Our Church’s Wider
Mission (OCWM).

$338/youth
Pilgrim Park

HUG Camp
Tenderfoot (K-3) $164/youth
June 11-13
Tower Hill
Grades 4-11
June 7-13

$376/youth
Tower Hill

Spirit Camp

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR SUMMER CAMP

Tenderfoot (K-3) $164/youth
July 18-12
Pilgrim Park

Thanks to the generosity of the Change for Change
offering, scholarships will be available to the children
and youth of members and friends of St. John UCC.
The funds will be distributed according to need and
equity among those children and youth attending a
summer program.

Grades 4-11
July 15-20

$333/youth
Pilgrim Park

Godstock
Tenderfoot (K-3) $164/youth
July 18-20
Pilgrim Park

The Illinois Conference also offers scholarships,
believing “that no participant should be excluded
from attending” any of the Outdoor Ministries
programs. This assistance also provides 1/3 of the
fees, alongside of local church assistance.

Grades 4-11
July 14-20
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$373/youth
Pilgrim Park

FAITH FORMATION MINISTRIES
CHILDREN’S FORMATION MINISTIES

5th/6th-Tuesdays | 7th/8th-Thursdays
3:00 – 5:00 pm
As school wraps up, we give thanks to the many awesome youth who have shared their wisdom, experience and participation in the “new” HELIX program.

Godly Play shares God’s word with our Pre-School
through 3rd Grade youth. Our certified teaching team
shares the building-block stories of faith using Montessori-style and models. This month’s stories will
share the scripture stories of:
5/4
5/12
5/19
5/26

Our growth in social and emotional learning is evident! Our mission to engage youth in growing as individuals, building strong relationships, exploring their
values and beliefs, and serving the needs of our community has led us to amazing new places!

Jesus and the Twelve
The Good Shepherd
The Synagogue and the Upper Room
Paul’s Discovery

May brings us to the end of our HELIX program
year.

Drop in and meet our inspiring teaching team:
Kelly Priewe, Olivia Shaffer
Marla Kreeger, Sylvia Bomgarden, Andrea Schrock

We’ll take time in April to focus on our planet, its
health, and what we can do to make the Earth a more
hope-filled, life-supporting place!
This Month at HELIX
5/7

Popcorn, Week 1:
Youth-choice events,
planned at our last April meetings

5/9
No 7th /8th HELIX (Half-day)
5/14 & 16 Popcorn, Week 2:
Youth-choice events,
planned at our last April meetings
5/21 & 23 HELIX Summer Celebration
Celebrating this year, and looking
forward to next fall!

Kids’ Worship gathers our 4th-7th Grade youth as
they begin to creatively reflect on what God’s stillspeaking word is sharing in their lives. Their journey
is aided by Connect, a curriculum designed to meet the
youth at a fun, age-appropriate place.
5/4
5/12
5/19
5/26

The Apostle: Conversion
The Apostle: The Gospels
The Apostle: The Law
The Apostle: Grace

Parents, we thank you for entrusting your youth to
the HELIX program! Youth, we thank you for putting up with our shenanigans!

Come and hang out with our amazing teaching team:
Tommy Priewe & Tara Boddie (and friends!)

Your HELIX Guides,
Rev. Hank Fairman & Madison Riddell
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COMMUNITY AND FELLOWSHIP
RESOURCE GROUP-Thursdays, 9am
Coffee, treats, friendship, and more!
We will assemble the June TIDINGS on 5/30.
LEARNING OUR FAITH (LOF)
Sunday Mornings, 11:15 am

LOF will be completing the Marcus Borg and John
Dominic Crossan’s The First Paul: Reclaiming the Radical
Visionary Behind the Church’s Conservative Icon. If you
have an interest in reading about and discussing a
faith topic, please join us when we consider our next
venture! We welcome all interested folks and we
promise you will find that the hour passes quickly!

First Saturday of the Month, 8:00 am
Come join the next gathering of the Men’s Ministry.
Join the lively group in the Chapel Hearth Room as
we share a few jokes and cover any number of topics
in the spirit of good fellowship. Coffee and donuts
are provided.

ADULT FORUM
Sunday Mornings, 11:15 am
Come discuss the week’s topics, current events, and
how our faith guides us in action and witness.

First and Third Mondays, 6:30 pm
PRISM is a facilitated group, providing a safe space
and confidential community group for LGBTQ
youth, adults, and those who love and support them.
PRISM meets on the first and third Mondays.

Wednesday Mornings, 9:00 am

For more information on PRISM, our outreach to the
LGBTQ community, please visit our webpage:

Enjoy a mid-week break with an incredible group of
thoughtful Christians. This month, we will continue
reading and discussing Melannie Svoboda’s book,
With the Dawn Rejoicing. Anyone is welcome to join at
any time.

PING PONG
Tuesdays, 9am, Room S 6B

stjohnuccfreeport.org/open-affirming/prism

2019 PRIDE IN FREEPORT
Save the Date:
PRISM is organizing “Pride in Freeport”
events over the weekend of June 21-23!
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THANKS AND CELEBRATIONS
MAY BIRTHDAYS
5/02 Fiona Hughes
5/03 Elva Piehn
5/06 Judy Garkey
5/09 Maggie Cich
5/10 Angela NewKirk
5/11 Dennis Garkey
5/12 Michelle Cich
Ken Schrock
5/13 Larry Frazee
5/15 Katelyn Copus
5/16 Ronnie Clock
Lisa Condie
Lynn Zimmerman

MAY ANNIVERSARIES

5/18 Norma Fluechtling
Rae Ann McMurray
Xander NewKirk

5/10
5/17
5/17
5/18
5/29
5/31

5/20 Dylan Kuntz
5/23 Carole Bertram
Mary Frazee
Sarah Knapp

OUR HOMEBOUND
MEMBERS AND FRIENDS
The following is a list of our friends who cannot leave
their residence and may love a visit or a card from
those thinking of them.

5/27 Kristi Ebbers
5/28 Kathy Koch
Lannie Leman
5/30 Amanda BertramVizcarra

Oakley Courts: Betty Mathews
Manor Court: Dorothy Ness
PA Peterson Home: Audrey Gianquinto
Parkview: Claire Biesemeier, Dorie Defrane
Stephenson Nursing Center:
June Nagel, Betty Remmers
Heritage Woods: Betty Carpenter
Provena: Jackie & Jerry Watson
Pearl Pavilion: Zael Klapp
In their homes: Shirley Durrstein, Karen Salter,
Joyce Bloyer, Shirley Fritzenmeier, Arlene Kreeger

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

Joshua 22:1-9
Joshua 22:10-34
Joshua 23:1-16
Joshua 24:1-33
Judges 1:1-36
Judges 2:1-10
Judges 2:11-23
Judges 3:1-11
Judges 3:12-31
Judges 4:1-24
Judges 5:1-31
Judges 6:1-27
Judges 6:28-40
Judges 7:1-25
Judges 8:1-35

18

Judges 10:1-18

19

Judges 11:1-28

20

Judges 11:29-40

21

Judges 12:1-15

22

Judges 13:1-25

23

Judges 14:1-20

24

Judges 15:1-20

25

Judges 16:1-31

26

Ruth 1:1-22

27

Ruth 2:1-23

28

Ruth 3:1-18

29

Ruth 4:1-22

30

Acts 1:1-11

16

Judges 9:1-21

31

Acts 1:12-26

17

Judges 9:22-57

Brian & Kim Evans
Dave & Olivia Shaffer
Larry & Lana Kuntz
Brett & Michele Piefer
Phil & Barb Copus
Terrill & Kathy Armagost

PRAYER CHAIN

Please Pray For:
Betty Carpenter, Arlene Kreeger,
Dan King, Don Valkema

Thank you to my family, my church family and
friends for all the cards and good wishes for my 80th
birthday. A special thanks to my sister Pam for the
altar flowers and the cake for the celebration in Fellowship Hall. Thanks also to niece Laura for helping
her mom prepare, serve, and clean up. It was indeed a
special birthday.
Bill Kuntz
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SERVING IN MAY
5/05

USHERS
Tim Ebbers, Jim Drew, Dale Priewe

5/12

Phil & Barb Copus, Ulan Price,
Tom Campbell-Outcault

5/19

Ray & Jeri Nieman,
Brett & Michele Piefer

5/26

Jack & Diana Fox,
Dan King & Robert Mayfield

5/05

GREETERS
Ray & Jeri Nieman

5/12

Carol Ahrens & Sally Kahler

5/19

Roger & Deb Swanlund

5/26

Stan & Carol Smith

5/05

WELCOMERS
Steve & Lisa Schubert

5/12

Shawn Killingbeck & David Crowell

5/19

Sharon Simler & Sandy DeBoer

5/26

Tim & Tom Campbell-Outcault

MAY COFFEE HOUR
On Sunday mornings, we gather for coffee and treats
in the Narthex area and Fellowship Hall to socialize.
If you would like to find a place to sit and talk, there
is plenty of room in the Chapel Hearth.
If your name is on the list below for this month,
please bring in a treat to share. Some ideas are: 3 dozen cookies, treat bars, mini muffins, fruit, etc. Also,
please plan to help share in clearing the hospitality
station at the end of the hour.
To ensure everyone has an opportunity to share,
dates are assigned alphabetically from the members
and friends directory. If you are unable to help at this
time, please let the church office know.
5/05 Greg & Anita Bicksler, Tara Boddie, Marsha
Boll, Stan & Sylvia Bomgarden, Thompson
Brandt, Tim & Tom Campbell-Outcault, Maggie & Michelle Cich
5/12 Bill Condie, Phil & Barb Copus, Jack & Marjorie Criddle, David Crowell & Shawn Killingbeck, Marvin & Sandy DeBoer, Marilyn
Devries
5/19 Jim & Gwen Drew, Tim & Lisa Ebbers, Colin
& Kathryn Ebbers, Arnold & Mary Eder, Kim
Evans, Karen Ewing,

INFANT AND TODDLER ROOM
5/05
Pam Wessel
5/12

Carla Meyer

5/19

Jill Kuntz

5/26

Need Volunteer

5/05

5/26 Hank & Christina Fairman, Mike & Susan
Feagan, Jack & Diana Fox, Mary Frazee,
Denny & Judy Garkey, Jack & Jill Gastel

6/02 Mary Geary, Bonnie Gennusa, Becky Hebert,
Linda Heidenreich, Diane Heilman, Keith
Hinrichs, Vanessa Hughes

COMMUNION SERVERS
Colin Ebbers, Anita & Bryce Bicksler,
Tom Campbell-Outcault, Lisa Ebbers,
Phil & Barb Copus, Sarah Priewe
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ST JOHN UCC COUNCIL MINUTES FOR MARCH. 25 2019

Present: Deb Scott-President, Dale Priewe-Vice President, Lisa Schubert-Clerk, Vanessa Hughes-Treasurer, Judy
Garkey-Mission & Outreach, Robert Mayfield & Mike Smith-members at large and Pastor Hank Fairman.
Absent: Shirley Ifert-Care & Community,
Judy opened with prayer.
Financial: Giving continues to be strong. Our new administrative assistant Lisa Elsner is adjusting to the producers of the books, making sure all the bills are paid and accounts balanced.
Associate Pastor Search: The Search Committee has another candidate they will be interviewing soon.
Council Business:
Deb Scott announced, and the Council affirmed the date for the “last” Spring Congregational Meeting is set for
April 28. In 2019, we will have one regular meeting. The revised Constitution and Bylaws approved at the
1/27/2019 meeting will be in force following the close of this meeting.
Property Management Team: Keith Hinrichs presented a proposal for a solar installation on the south end of
the building which includes estimated costs and return in energy and money savings. However, the roof (over fellowship hall) will need to be repaired first. They have also included and estimate for that cost as well. The team
had a number of additional outlined building maintenance projects in the proposal, some short term and longer
term.
Council discussed the details and a motion was made by Vanessa with the recommendation of the Council to
bring the Property Management teams proposal to the congregation on April 28, for their approval within 2019.
Robert seconded and the motion passed unanimously.
Deb Scott will call a meeting with the Financial and Resource Development Team on April 8 to begin outlining a
capital project initiative.
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Hank says, It’s Lent, and we’re busy! The Wednesday evening series has been a “full
house”. He also thanked us for his time away for continuing education at the Lake Institute for their Executive
Certificate in Religious Fundraising. He received a lot of useful, practical information.
Care & Community – No meeting
Mission & Outreach – They have discovered that we have been sponsoring a child as part of a global mission,
more information to come. No news from FACC regarding the recent flooding help efforts. PRISM is planning a
community pride weekend in conjunction with Dairy Days and participating in the parade.
Worship & Education- Good news from the Worship team, we have a new part time accompanist to add to our
Music team. Welcome Randy Cook! He and his wife Suzanne will be attending together.
Next meeting is moved to April 29th. Adjourned at 9:00. Respectfully submitted, Lisa Schubert.
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Place
Stamp
Here
1010 South Park Boulevard
Freeport, IL 61032
www.stjohnuccfreeport.org
Change Service Requested

CHURCH STAFF
Ministers: Members of the church
Senior Pastor:
Rev. Henry E. “Hank” Fairman

Hank@stjohnuccfreeport.org
815-616-5626

To be a Sacred Place to Inspire Faith
and Nurture Compassion

Pastor for Faith Formation
Coming Soon!
Director of Congregational Life
Pam Wessel

Pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org

Administrative & Creative Assistant
Lisa Elsner

Lisa@stjohnuccfreeport.org

Youth Ministry Assistant:
Choir Director: Gina Bertram

OUR CALLING STATEMENT

Madison Riddell
Organist: Carole Bertram
Accompanist: Randy Cook

Pastor Emeritus: Donnley Dutcher
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OFFICE HOURS
Monday – Friday 9:00am—2:00pm
Church office (815) 235-2824
www.stjohnuccfreeport.org
www.facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport

