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May 2018 A Monthly Sharing of our Mission and Ministry 

TIDINGS 

TONGUES OF FIRE 
 April’s snow showers have finally given way to May’s life-

affirming blossoms are beginning to crawl out with soft 

strength, lighting our flowerbeds and fields with their flames. 

 On May 20, we will be celebrating the story of Pentecost, 

the day when God’s Spirit came to visit the followers of Christ, 

to empower them to get back into the fields, and preach the 

Good News: Christ was Risen! Now the work of the church to 

spread the Gospel to everyone, everywhere, was beginning. 

 The Disciples (now called Apostles) were welcomed with 

question and derision. Were they drunk? Were they playing at 

some game? What did they think they were doing, trying to re-

shape the faith and change the way people understood how 

God spoke to the people? 

 There was a lot of change going on in the society as well as 

in the faith community. There was a lot of suspicion; there was 

a lot of fear. But if you asked Peter, James, John, and Mary, 

there was also a lot of joy, a lot of hope, and a lot of possibility. 

That’s the way joy and hope work: they bring growth. 

 Was it going to be easy? No. Did they have all of the re-

sources they needed? Hardly. But they had each other, and they 

had God’s call. Between the two, things would get done. 

 When you set aside the rules and assumptions of how life 

works—the ones that have been given by those who judge 

your decisions—and set your mind on the paths that God plac-

es in front of your feet, the tongues like fire burn bright and 

light your path. Others may not understand you at first, but 

just look at what those whose fire danced on that Pentecost 

day have brought to life? 

 When you set out walking amongst the spring flowers, look 

at the flowers of God’s garden beginning to call out like little 

Pentecost flames, “It’s okay! We made it! And you did, too! 

Let’s get going on this :...to the ends of the Earth” thing! 

See you in Church, 

SUMMER WORSHIP TIME 

Begins 5/27, 9:00 am 

Beginning on Memorial Day Sunday, 5/27, 

we will shift our worship time to 9:00 am for 

the Spring and Summer. We will return to 

worship at 10:00 on the Sunday after Labor 

Day weekend, 9/9. 

Please mark your calendar now!  

 

ALL-CHURCH PICNIC 

June 3, following worship 

Save the date!! Bring your appetite! 

 

ERASING RACISM 

Series Restarts 6/3 

Our year-long focus on White Privilege and 

Racial Justice restarts on 6/3, following wor-

ship and the summer picnic. 

See p. 7 for more information. 

 

SUMMER SPECIAL MUSIC 

Begins in June! See p. 2 for more information. 

 

SANCTUARY FLOWER FUND 

Help celebrate worship with a gift of flowers 

for our weekly worship and special Sundays.  

See p. 2 for more information. 
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STAFF NEWS 

The Congregation marks two staff transitions in May: 

Kevin Eckert, Director of Children & Youth Ministry 

and Technologies, completed his time with the con-

gregation on April 30, 2018.  

Heather Schiess, Administrative Assistant and 

Bookkeeper, will conclude her work in this position 

on May 4, 2018. She will continue as Bookkeeper. 

The members and friends of St. John UCC thank 

Kevin and Heather for their work, and wish them 

well in their future endeavors. 

 

 

SUMMER SPECIAL MUSIC 

Do you have a song in your heart that praises your 

Creator? Is it waiting to be celebrated in worship with 

your unique style, voice or instrument? 

We’d love to hear you! 

We will begin our Summer Special Music in June. 

Find your week on the calendar now! See Gina Ber-

tram for more details and available weeks! 

 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS: 

Sign up for your week today! 

Flowers beautify the sanctuary of our church, and 

bring joy to those who attend our worship services. 

Each week, an altar arrangement can be dedicated in 

honor or memory of your chosen designee. The 

church has partnered with Deininger’s Floral Shop, 

who will work with you to make your arrangement. A 

schedule of dedications can be found on the Narthex 

bulletin board. Cost is $30, made payable to the St. 

John UCC. Pick your week to celebrate! 

Your financial support of the Flower Fund is tax de-

ductible, and will be reported on your annual giving 

statement. 

 

 

 

 

 

MARCH FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

Income Budget Actual Difference 

Pledged  

Contributions $22,917 $19,871 ($3,046) 

Other Income/

Support $7,733 $8,530 $797 

Total Income $30,650 $28,401 ($2,249) 

Total Expenses $31,857 $41,837 $9,980 

Net Income -$1.207 -$13,435 ($12,228) 

The deadline for submitting  

articles for the June 

Newsletter is May 15. 
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If you have a mental health condition, you’re not 

alone. One in five U.S. adults experiences some form 

of mental illness each year, and 1 in 17 has a condi-

tion such as schizophrenia, bipolar disorder or long-

term recurring major depression. 

May is Mental Health Awareness Month. The Nation-

al Alliance on Mental Illnesss (NAMI) asks all faith 

communities be a supportive culture, to battle ths 

stigma placed on mental illness: 

Stigma, the hidden burden  

of mental health conditions, can be as hard 

to deal with as the condition itself. 

Many individuals in our congregations are afflicted 

with mental illnesses. Please read the following article 

by Rev. Talitha Arnold and dwell on her words as we 

journey together through the month of May.  

 

“Breaking the Silence" 

Rev. Talitha Arnold 

“And those who were afflicted 

with troubled spirits were healed.” - Luke 9:19  

Healing was central to Jesus' ministry, especially the 

healing of persons with "troubled" or "unclean" spir-

its—a First Century description of mental illness or 

emotional anguish. In fact, such healings outnumber 

all the physical healings (restoration of sight, curing of 

the lame, healing the deaf) put together. 

Two thousand years later, the church still has a central 

role in offering help and hope for people dealing with 

mental, emotional or spiritual illnesses. I state that not 

only as a pastor, but also as someone who has dealt 

with mental illness in my own family. For 10 years 

after World War II, my father was a biologist with the 

Fish and Wildlife Service who did groundbreaking 

research with golden and bald eagles. He'd also come 

out of the war with "battle fatigue," aka PTSD. 

Shortly before I was born, he was diagnosed with par-

anoid schizophrenia and committed to a veterans' 

hospital. Two years later, he took his own life. 

Throughout childhood and into adult life, I never 

heard the words "mental illness" or "suicide" spoken 

in church. The silence was deafening. 

Because the church couldn't talk about such things, it 

felt like God couldn't either. Yet as this story from 

Luke affirms, Jesus didn't turn away from people with 

"troubled spirits." Instead he listened to their lives, 

showed God's care, and offered hope and healing 

love. 

How can the church do the same? Start by breaking 

the silence. Offer adult forums and youth programs 

on issues like depression screening or suicide preven-

tion. Lift up in prayer those dealing with mental ill-

ness, just as you do those whose illnesses are physical. 

Advocate for mental health care in your community.  

Over and again, the Gospels tell of Jesus' care for 

those afflicted in mind or spirit. As his followers, 

we're called to do the same. Breaking the silence is a 

place to begin. 

 

We pray that God gives us the courage to care and 

the voice to break the silence. Amen. 

For more information on NAMI, and their work to 

promote mental health awareness, please visit: 

www.nami.org 

 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER 
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GLOBAL MINISTRIES 

MONTHLY PRAYER PARTNERS  

MAY - EGYPT 

The Coptic Evangelical Organization for Social Ser-

vices (CEOSS) is an Egyptian Presbyterian organiza-

tion dedicated to community and economic develop-

ment, health care and education, individual well-

being, social justice, and intercultural dialogue. A 

Global Ministries’ partner, CEOSS serves all Egyp-

tians regardless of gender, race, or religious beliefs.  

CEOSS was founded in 1952 with a focus on literacy 

as a key to the development of an individual and a 

community. With this focus on education, CEOSS 

established classes to address illiteracy in communities 

throughout Egypt. As the programs have expanded, 

CEOSS now offers additional educational services, 

including working with recent school dropouts to as-

sist them in re-enrolling in school. CEOSS also seeks 

to increase formal education standards and provides 

trainings for teachers to strengthen the connections 

between the school and the community.  

Over the decades CEOSS’s education programs have 

grown to include a women’s empowerment program 

to equip women in claiming their civil rights and to 

enable women to participate in decision-making pro-

cesses at the various levels of society. In addition, 

courses on civic education are offered to men and 

women, which introduce values of citizenship based 

on civil and political rights and the connections be-

tween citizenship and human rights. Today, CEOSS is 

one of the largest organizations working in holistic 

community development in Egypt and the Middle 

East. 

Global Ministries is a partnership ministry between the United 

Church of Christ and the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ). For more information, please visit: 

www.globalministries.org

THE HEIFER PROJECT 
Thank you! 

Your generous support of our 

Fill the Ark Lenten Project 

raised over $2,500 (that’s half an ark!) 

The Faith Formation classes and Missions & Out-

reach Leadership Team thank every person who do-

nated for their sharing in the Lenten Mission project, 

partnering in ministry with Heifer International.. 

 

Heifer International's mission is to work with com-

munities to end world hunger and poverty and to care 

for the Earth. They do this by linking “communities and 

helps bring sustainable agriculture and commerce to areas with 

a long history of poverty.” 

Beyond ending hunger and poverty, Heifer works to 

empower women and social capital; develop non-

traditional economies; structure environmental sus-

tainability, impact and responsibility; and work to-

wards risk mitigation and resilience in the communi-

ties. 

There are many ways that you can help Heifer to ful-

fill their mission, outside of our Lenten mission pro-

ject. Find out more about Heifer International on 

Twitter or Facebook: 

@heiferinternational 

or at their website: 

www.heifer.org 

 

 

OUR WIDER MISSION & OUTREACH 



5 

 

This month, our Godly Play lessons will look at how 

worship in the Christian church developed from wor-

ship as shared in the Jewish synagogues of Jesus’ time. 

In the later part of the month, we will share in presen-

tations on the Last Supper, and how we come togeth-

er as Christ’s church at the table. 

In the Godly Play classroom, the synagogue and up-

per room are joined together to form a model of 

Christian worship and much more.  

Teachers and Door persons for May 

5/6   Olivia Shaffer & Kelly Priewe 

5/13   Marla Kreeger & TBD 

5/20   Marla Kreeger & Sylvia Bomgarden 

5/27   Kelly Priewe & TBD 

 

 

In May, Kids’ Worship will begin a unit of reflection on 

our call to protect and restore the integrity of the 

planet, and our call to care for the environment. 

Monthly Affirmation: 

I love and take care of my earth home.  

Each week, we will look at ways to enjoy our planet; 

to respect the natural world around us; to see the 

rhythms of nature, and respect the balances; and how 

we are called to address reduction and reuse in our 

society’s consumer culture for “Stuff.” 

 

May and June are busy months for you in our commu-

nity. We’ll be planning several events over the early 

Summer, and will connect with youth and families 

through email when the plans are finalized. 

Enjoy the warmth of God’s creation! 

 

 

The HELIX Youth Ministry will begin working on the 

last letter in it’s name. The kids have been very crea-

tive with the art pieces they have designed and painted 

for the youth room.  

This month we will continue our engagement with the 

fifth HELIX core value: 

Be an example to others in all we do. 

HELIX will continue to meet through May. The end-

of-the-season celebrations will take place on: 

5/22 for 5th and 6th Grades 

5/24 for 7th and 8th Grades. 

HELIX Youth and Parents, 

Thank you for your support of HELIX Outreach 

Youth Ministry throughout 2017/2018!! 

We’ll see you back in August 

at the beginning of the school year!

CHILDREN & YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 



6 

 

Feeling the pull of the warm sun? Ready to be em-

braced by the winds across grassy fields? Are your 

swim things in your bag, ready to hit Reed Park Pool? 

Yes! The signs of Summer are showing up! 

And one of those signs is the 

Summer Church School Sign-up! 

Pick your week to share the warmth of your love with 

the youth of St. John UCC. Choose a day each month 

to embrace the Gospel by teaching our youngest the 

Way of Christ. Swim into the deep discussions, wad-

ing through the thoughtful questions of forming faith. 

Godly Play and Kids’ Worship will both be on sum-

mer break. Summer Church School will begin on 6/3.  

We will be enjoying the storytelling of Seasons of the 

Spirit, a lectionary-based multi-age resource for faith 

formation. You can find out more about the resource 

at this web address: www.seasonsonline.ca 

Two adult leaders are needed each week to provide a 

safe experience for the youth. 

Here’s the dates! 

When can you help share the stories?  

6/3   7/1   8/5 
6/10   7/8   8/12 
6/17   7/15   8/19 
6/24   7/22   8/26 
    7/29 

Questions? Contact Kelly Priewe or Pastor Hank!

 
COME TO SUMMER CAMP 

with Illinois Conference Outdoor Ministries 

Spend some time with new friends, new faces, and 

new images of God with the youth of the Illinois 

Conference. The 2018 Summer Camp Season begins 

at the two Camps operated by our Conference. There 

are programs and sessions for  

• Grandparents and Grandchildren (ages 4+) 

• Grades K-2 and K-3 

• Grades 3-10 and 4-11 

• And for Women and Adults in Autumn 

A full listing of the events can be found at: 

www.il-outdoorministries.org/outdoor-ministries.html 

Pilgrim Park is located in Princeton, IL (about 90 

minutes from Freeport). Tower Hill Camp is located 

in Sawyer, MI (about 3 hours from Freeport). Both 

facilities are supported through Our Church’s Wider 

Mission (OCWM). 

 

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR SUMMER CAMP 

Thanks to the generosity of the Change for Change of-

fering, scholarships will be available to the children 

and youth of members and friends of St. John UCC. 

The funds will be distributed according to need and 

equity among those children and youth attending a 

summer program (up to 1/3 of the program fees). 

The Illinois Conference also offers scholarships, be-

lieving “that no participant should be excluded from 

attending” any of the Outdoor Ministries programs. 

This assistance also provides 1/3 of the fees, along-

side of local church assistance. 

SUMMER FAITH FORMATION PROGRAMS 

http://www.il-outdoorministries.org/outdoor-ministries.html
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LEARNING OUR FAITH (LOF) 

Sunday Mornings, 11:15 am 

Beginning on April 29, the class will start a discussion 

of Marcus Borg's book Convictions 

ADULT FORUM 

Sunday Mornings, 11:15 am 

Come discuss the week’s topics, current events, and 

how our faith guides us in action and witness 

 

 

This summer, our congregation will share in a five-

session engagement with White Privilege: let’s talk, 

a webinar/discussion series from the United Church 

of Christ. The sessions will be facilitated by Rev. 

Hank Fairman, Pastor Emeritus Donnley Dutcher, 

and a group of community leaders from Freeport and 

our wider church in Illinois and beyond. 

The five sessions will take place on Sundays from 6/3 

to 7/1, beginning at 10:30 am. Please mark your cal-

endars now, and send an email to 

joinus@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

to save a place at the discussion table. 

You can preview the materials, videos, and discussion 

topics at the White Privilege: let’s talk webpage: 

privilege.uccpages.org 

 
Wednesday Mornings, 9:00 am  

Enjoy a mid-week break with an incredible group of 

thoughtful Christians. We are discussing the book 

“Journey Through the Bible”  

 

 
First Saturday of the Month, 8:00 am 

 

 

Third Mondays, 6:30 pm 

PRISM is a support group for LGBTQ youth, adults, 

and those who love and support them. 

This is a facilitated group, providing a safe space and 

confidential community for people to share particular 

concerns or issues they want the group to think about 

with them, for a healthier outcome. 

Widening our LGBTQ Welcome 

This fall, PRISM will expand its circle of care and 

support. We have heard from the wider community 

that there is a greater need for support for the LGBT 

community in Northwest Illinois. Beginning in Sep-

tember, PRISM will host meetings on the first and 

third Mondays. 

For more information on PRISM, our outreach to the 

LGBTQ community, please visit our webpage: 

stjohnuccfreeport.org/open-affirming/prism 

COMMUNITY AND FELLOWSHIP 
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OUR HOMEBOUND 

MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 

The following is a list of our friends who cannot leave 

their residence and may love a visit or a card from 

those thinking of them. 

 

Liberty Estates: Dorothy Ness 

Parkview: Claire Biesemeier 

Stephenson Nursing Center:  

June Nagel, Betty Remmers, Lois Walz 

Oakley Courts: Deloris Burkhalter 

Heritage Woods: Betty Carpenter 

Provena: Jackie & Jerry Watson 

Pearl Pavilion: Zael Klapp 

In their homes: Shirley Durrstein, Karen Salter, 

Audrey Gianquinto, Joyce Bloyer, David Spencer, 

Shirley Fritzenmeier, Velda Wichman, Arlene 

Kreeger 

Please Pray For: Cathy Staben, Allena Grace 

 

MAY ANNIVERSARIES 

 5/10  Brian & Kim Evans 

 5/17  Dave & Olivia Shaffer 

 5/17  Larry & Lana Kuntz 

 5/18  Brett & Michele Piefer 

 5/29  Phil & Barb Copus 

 5/31  Terrill & Kathy Armagost 

 

WEDDING BLESSINGS 

5/6/2018 Aly Copus & Michael Graham 

 

THANKS AND CELEBRATIONS 

5/02 Fiona Hughes 

5/03 Elva Piehn 

5/06 Judy Garkey 

5/09 Maggie Cich 

5/10 Angela NewKirk 

5/11 Dennis Garkey 

5/12 Michelle Cich, 
  Ken Schrock,   
  Lois Walz, 

5/13 Larry Frazee 

5/15 Katelyn Copus 

5/16 Ronnie Clock,  
  Lisa Condie,  
  Lynn Zimmerman 

5/18 Norma Fluechtling, 
  Rae Ann McMurray,  
  Xander NewKirk,  
  Elizabeth Smith 

5/19 Michelle Condie 

5/20 Dylan Kuntz 

5/23 Carole Bertram, 
  Mary Frazee,  
  Sarah Knapp 

5/27 Kristi Ebbers 

5/28 Kathaleen Koch,  
  Lannie Lehman, 
  Lance Barney 

5/30 Amanda Bertram 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 

1  John 14:1-14  

2  John 14:15-31  

3  John 15:1-17  

4  John 15:18—16:15  

5  John 16:16-33  

6  Revelation 1:1-20  

7  Revelation 2:1-29  

8  Revelation 3:1-22  

9  Revelation 4:1-11  

10 Acts 1:1-26  

11 Ezekiel 1:1—2:1  

12 Ezekiel 2:2—3:15  

13 Ezekiel 10:1-22  

14 Ezekiel 36:1-15  

15 Ezekiel 36:16-38  

16 Ezekiel 37:1-28  

17 Ezekiel 43:1-12  

18 Ezekiel 43:13-27  

19 Ezekiel 47:1-12  

20 Acts 2:1-28  

21 Acts 2:29-47  

22 Acts 3:1-26  

23 Acts 4:1-22  

24 Acts 4:23-31  

25 Acts 6:1-15  

26 Acts 7:1-22  

27 Acts 7:23-43  

28 Acts 7:44—8:3  

29 Acts 8:4-25  

30 Acts 8:26-40  

31 Acts 19:1-10  
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USHERS 

05/06  Tim Ebbers, Jm Drew, Shan MacAdam, 

Dale Priewe 

05/13  Phil & Barb Copus, Ulan Price,  

Tom Campbell-Outcault 

05/20  Ray & Jeri Nieman, Brett & Michele Piefer 

05/27  Jack & Diana Fox, Lyle & Jane Krug 

 

GREETERS 

05/06  Dorothy Ditsworth & Sandy DeBoer 

05/13  Carol Ahrens & Edee Rosenstiel 

05/20  Lorraine McMurray & Jeanne Koch 

05/27  Lyle & Jane Krug 

 

WELCOMERS 

05/06  Shirley Ifert & Linda Heidenreich 

05/13  Ray & Jeri Nieman 

05/20  Steve & Lisa Schubert 

05/27  Greg & Anita Bicksler 

 

INFANT AND TODDLER ROOM 

05/06  Pam Wessel 

05/13  Carla Meyer 

05/20  Jill Kuntz 

05/27  Tara Boddie 

 

COMMUNION SERVERS 

05/06 Jack & Jill Gastel, Anita & Bryce Bicksler, 

Thompson Brandt, Lisa Ebbers, Tim & 

Tom Campbell-Outcault 

MAY COFFEE HOUR 

On Sunday mornings, we gather for coffee and treats 

in the Narthex area and Fellowship Hall to socialize. 

If you would like to find a place to sit and talk, there 

is plenty of room in the Chapel Hearth. 

If your name is on the list below for this month, 

please bring in a treat to share. Also, please plan to 

help share in clearing the hospitality station at the end 

of the hour. 

To insure everyone has an opportunity to share, dates 

are assigned alphabetically from the members and 

friends directory. 

Some ideas are: cookies, treat bars, mini muffins, ba-

gels, etc. or please consider bringing fruit to share. If 

you are not able to help at this time, please contact 

the office. 

 

5/6  Robert & Barbara Luedeke, Shan & Vicki  

MacAdam, Jean Mahon, Pam Manus, Lorraine 

McMurray, Carla Meyer, Keith & Kathy Moffatt 

 

5/13 Carolyn Moyer, Tim & Angela NewKirk, Ray & 

Jeri Neiman, Ruth Olson, Ed & Connie Orde, Lee & 

Nancy Otte, Dwight & Diane Peterson 

 

5/20  Brett & Michele Piefer, Janet Piefer, Elva 

Piehn, Ulan & Cindy Price, Dale & Kelly Priewe, Bet-

ty Pruitt, Mike & Michele Queckboerner 

 

5/27  Dave & Deb Rockey, Carl & Ellen Roderick, 

Edith Rosenstiel, Marilyn Ruthe, Floyd & Vivian 

Schlickman, Ken & Andrea Schrock, Steve & Lisa 

Schubert 

 

FACC FOOD BANK 

In May we are collecting canned mixed vegetables  
for the FACC Food Bank. 

Please drop off your gift in the cart in the church 
entryway. Thank you!  

SERVING IN MAY 
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ST JOHN UCC COUNCIL MINUTES FOR APRIL 8 2018 

 

Present: Deb Scott-President, Lisa Schubert-Clerk, Roger Swanlund-Treasurer, Shirley Ifert-Care & Community, 

Judy Garkey-Mission & Outreach, Vanessa Hughes, Dale Priewe, Jack Fox-members at large and Pastor Hank 

Fairman. 

Hank opened the meeting with prayer. 

Financial- Roger provided Feb. & March spreadsheets and reported a loss in Feb. due to the repairs of the AC, 

extra expenses in March including insurance and pension quarterly payments as well as an extra week in March of 

payroll resulted in a deficit balance again. 

Next month will be the transfer of leadership. We will each be asked to review our positions to describe “what 

we do”. We will then develop position descriptions for each position. 

Pastor’s Report – Hank once again thanked the many people that have provided excellent music during the 

Lent and Easter seasons. Special thanks to Gina Bertram for going above and beyond, also the leadership of the 

St John Winds on Palm Sun. & Easter. 

Care & Community – They continue to work on planning: to provide monthly meetings at Liberty Village, re-

organizing the Prism group (they meet next Wed); CPR training with Vicki MacAdam; advertising and fund-

raising. They also reviewed the success of the Lenten soup suppers. A potluck luncheon will be held on the front 

lawn on June 3rd. 

Mission & Outreach – Thank to Deb Swanlund and Stan Smith for their years of excellent service as their 

terms have ended. Dan Kreeger has been nominated to the FACC board which will be a help to St John’s partici-

pation. Support of the” March for Our Lives” continues with the April 20th events. We will continue to work on 

talks towards sensible gun control. The Hiefer project was a huge success, over $2,500 has been collected so far! 

Worship & Education – They are working on finding additional music staff as well as music continuing educa-

tion. There will be more drama and special music ahead in worship. HELIX will be off for the summer. Godly 

Play will also take a hiatus for the summer, it has been a great success. All the children & youth programs will be 

adjusted before resuming this fall, partly due to the changes at the middle schools. There is a need for a class or 

program for the children in grades 4th – 7th. 

Admin & Resources – The Property Management team is hard at work making a list of building repairs & im-

provements and putting them in order of NOW, LATER & EVENTUALLY. A building fund campaign is being 

planned (with the help of the Mission team) to raise funds to pay for the recent AC repairs and enough to move 

on to other necessary repairs i.e. HVAC. The Green team is working on building improvements, too replacing 

light bulbs to LEDs, monitoring thermals, etc. ComEd and Nicor offer rebates for these updates. 

Worship Time Change. Vanessa made the motion to change the starting time of worship to 9:00 a.m. for the 

summer, Memorial Day to Labor Day. Worship will being at 10:00 a.m. from September to May. This decision 

makes both time changes fixed for the coming years. Dale seconded, the motion passed unanimously. 

Adjourned at 8:00. Respectfully submitted, Lisa Schubert. 
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CHURCH STAFF 
Ministers: Members of the church  

Senior Pastor:  

 Rev. Henry E. “Hank” Fairman Hank@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

  815-616-5626 

Director of Children and Youth Ministry, and Technologies: 

 Kevin Eckert Kevin@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

Youth Ministry Assistants: 

 Jasmine Coleman, Madison Riddell, Michael Barthel 

Ministry of Congregational Life  

 Pam Wessel Pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

Administrative Assistant and Bookkeeper:  

 Heather Schiess Heather@stjohnuccfreeport.org  

Choir Director: Gina Bertram  Organist: Carole Bertram 

Pastor Emeritus: Donnley Dutcher 

 

OUR CALLING STATEMENT 

To be a Sacred Place to Inspire Faith  

and Nurture Compassion  

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday – Friday 9:00am—2:00pm 

Church office (815) 235-2824  

www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 

www.facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport 

 

Place 
Stamp 
Here 

Change Service Requested 

WE ARE 

AN OPEN AND AFFIRMING 

CONGREGATION 


