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March 2019 A Monthly Sharing of our Mission and Ministry 

TIDINGS 

THE EMPTY CROSS 

 

The season of Lent often finds us wondering what to give up, 

to take on, or on what to focus our daily prayers. 

There are many ways to pray. Sometimes we lift our hearts 

with joy. Sometimes we sit in the middle-places of life’s jour-

ney, wondering when the haze of gray will clear. Sometimes we 

scream in anger, call out in sadness, or seek comfort in the 

words of the scriptures and Psalms. 

This Lent, I invite you to visualize your prayers in a different 

way. Stop by the Chapel Hearth Room, and spend time with 

God, and fill our Empty Cross with your prayers. 

At the base of the cross, there is a pile of blocks. Four hundred 

of them to be precise. Use the markers on the table to write or 

draw your prayers on the blocks—your joys, wonders, and 

your laments. Use as many as you need. Let the blocks hold 

your prayers, as we walk with Christ to the empty cross of 

Easter’s Resurrection Sunday. 

Until we get to Easter, may your prayers bring you peace, and 

may you know God’s presence as we walk the road with Christ 

from Nazareth to Jerusalem. 

“ONE CITY, ONE CONGREGATION” 

PRAYER SERVICE 

March 3, 2:00 PM 

All are invited to come together in an ecu-

menical time of worship, prayer, and healing 

as we prayerfully respond to domestic vio-

lence and gun violence witnessed in our 

community. See page 3 for more information 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY, March 6 

Dinner ● 6 pm / Worship ● 7 pm  

Ash Wednesday begins the period of 40 days 

of prayerful reflection that leads us to Easter.  

Join us for the annual community dinner fol-

lowed by worship. This quiet, reflective ser-

vice will include both the Sacrament of 

Communion and the imposition of ashes. 

 

LENTEN SUPPERS AND  

DISCUSSION SERIES 

Wednesdays, 3/20-4/10 

Our weekly Lenten series will begin on 

March 20 with a meal served at 6:00 pm and 

a program beginning at 6:30 pm. 

See p. 5 for more information. 

 

SPRING SPIRITUAL RETREAT 

April 26-27 

With the Winter Spiritual Retreat being can-

celled, it’s time to look to the blossoms of 

Spring! Share in this opportunity to get away 

to retreat, find solitude and community, and 

to be nurtured in mind, body, and spirit. 

See page 4 for more information 
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Music Ministry at St. John UCC 

Does your heart sing with the Psalms? Does your 

Spirit soar with the songs? Is there joy in your heart 

when you sing the hymns and praise songs? 

Come share in our ministry of music! Most groups 

rehearse on Thursday nights: 

 5:30 pm - Sounds of the Spirit  

 6:30 pm - Bell Choir  

 7:15 pm - Chancel Choir  

There is a place for all, regardless of age, experience, 

or ability! Come make a joyful noise to God 

 

 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS 

Help celebrate worship with a gift of flowers for our 

weekly worship! Each week, an altar arrangement can 

be dedicated in honor or memory of your chosen de-

signee. The church has partnered with Deininger’s 

Floral Shop, who will work with you to make your 

arrangement. A schedule of dedications can be found 

on the Narthex bulletin board. Cost is $30, made pay-

able to St. John UCC. Pick your week to celebrate.  

 
TIME AND TALENT SURVEY 

Did you resolve to donate more of your time and tal-

ents to Christ this year? If so, the Time and Talent 

survey is for you! Formerly called the Mission and Min-

istry Survey, this annual update helps the Leadership 

Teams know what God is calling us to be and do in 

our mission, and what ministries you feel called to 

share in bringing to life.  

Please pick up a Time and Talent survey 

in the Narthex . 

 

AUTOMATIC GIVING UPDATE 

We are in the process of reconciling our ACH Ac-

counts. You may be contacted during the coming 

weeks to verify your transactions have been taken ac-

cording to your wishes. We apologize for any  incon-

venience this review may cause. 

 

STAFF NEWS 

On January 23, we welcomed Lisa Elner to our staff. 

Lisa serves as Creative and Administrative Assistant, 

offering her extravagant welcome and organizational 

skills. In addition to these areas of work, Lisa will be 

assuming the duties of bookkeeping in March. 

We give thanks for the gifts and skills of Heather 

Schiess. In June 2018, Heather transitioned to our 

part-time Bookkeeper.  She has concluded her time 

with us at the end of February.  Heather will continue 

to consult through the transition of duties to Lisa.  

OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

The deadline for submitting articles  

for the April TIDINGS  

is Tuesday, March 12. 
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“ONE CITY, ONE CONGREGATION” 

Healing Service hosted by Freeport Clergy 

“…let them turn away from evil and do good; 

 let them seek peace and pursue it.” 1 Peter 3:11 

The many faith communities in Freeport and North-

west Illinois are called together to be “One City, One 

Congregation.” All are invited to come together in an 

ecumenical time of worship, prayer, and healing as we 

prayerfully respond to domestic violence and gun vio-

lence witnessed in our community. 

The service will take place on Sunday March 3, 2019, 

at First Lutheran Church (ELCA), 303 S Galena Ave, 

Freeport, IL, beginning at 2:00 p.m., hosted by the 

Freeport Clergy Group. 

Our community has faced the reality of life-ending 

violence. We are all aware of the recurring instances 

of domestic violence, gun violence, and race-based 

violence in our city, and the feelings of powerlessness 

and senselessness that these acts bring to our hearts 

and minds. This gathering stands to show that our 

community can come together, to show that peace 

with justice can be built through our unity in diversity, 

and to show that we can come together as one Free-

port to do something that empowers our community 

to be a be a city of peace. 

The service will include a time to grieve, to pray, and 

to begin healing the broken places in our lives and 

community. It is offered as a witness that in the mani-

fold faces of hate and violence, we are called by 

Christian and Hebrew scripture to pursue peace with 

justice at all times.  

OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

 
“GREEN TEAM” UPDATE: 

Environmental Justice at St. John UCC 

The Green Team continues to convert our interior 

lighting to energy-efficient alternatives. The Career 

Tec wing is in progress and will be completed when 

we receive our order of lights for the classrooms. 

Lighting for the Narthex and Fellowship Hall is also 

on order. We anticipate that the conversion expense 

will be recovered in about six months, after which we 

will continue to save on our monthly electric bills. 

Illinois is one of the most forward-looking states in 

the country for becoming more energy efficient and 

reducing greenhouse gas emissions. The bipartisan 

Future Energy Jobs Act aims for 3,000 megawatts of 

new solar power and 1,300 megawatts of new wind 

power by 2030, which will yield a 55 percent reduc-

tion in power-sector greenhouse gas emissions by 

2025. 

Currently Illinois is offering significant incentives for 

solar energy installation. Your Green Team and Prop-

erty Management Team are exploring these opportu-

nities that have the potential to essentially eliminate 

our electric bill, saving us upwards of $9000 a year. 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

Prairie Association Spring Meeting 
March 23, 2019 

1st Congregational- 
2nd Presbyterian Church 

318 N Church St., Rockford, IL 
61101 
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Each year, members and friends of St. John UCC set 

aside the daily grind for an overnight experience of 

Spiritual Retreat. These days away occur regularly in 

January, late Spring (April/May), and November.  

This year’s Spring Retreat will take place from April 

26-27—a one-night for rest and spiritual rejuvenation, 

an opportunity to get away to retreat, to find solitude 

and community, and to be nurtured in mind, body 

and spirit. The cost is $75 to cover lodging and meal 

expenses. 

In November we started a three-part series on the 

theme of mysticism. The April retreat will focus on 

how the mystics of our Christian and other traditions 

can teach us ways to deepen our spiritual experience 

of prayer and meditation. 

The retreats take place at the Sinsinawa Mound Cen-

ter, a ministry of the Sinsinawa Domincian Sisters. 

The center is located about fifteen miles northwest of 

Galena, in Sinsinawa, WI. Rooms are reserved for Fri-

day afternoon through Saturday afternoon. 

Please speak with Judy Garkey, Hugh Knapp, or Deb 

Rockey if you have questions about the retreat. 

To register, please add your name 

to the sign-up sheet  

on the bulletin board in the Narthex. 

 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER 
2019 LENTEN DEVOTIONALS  

 

When we enter the spiritual journey of Lent, we often 

take things with us: our past experiences, our interpre-

tations of Scripture, our questions about the world, 

and our struggles in faith. What does an unencum-

bered journey look like? Let’s find out together. 

Take Nothing With You, composed by the UCC Writers 

Group, is a collection sharing a progressive Christian 

faith on the journey with Christ through the stories 

and experiences of the Lenten scriptures. Readings 

begin on Ash Wednesday . 

Pick up your copy in the Narthex . 

 

 

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED  

CELEBRATE WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

March 1, 1:30 pm 

Church Women United invites all women to come 

celebrate World Day of Prayer. This year’s event will 

be hosted at First Church of God, 484 S. Ottawa Ave, 

Freeport, IL, beginning at 1:30 pm. 
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Since the adoption of our congregation’s calling state-

ment and the redux of our website in 2014, our con-

gregation has described our understanding of how 

God’s inspiring Spirit comes to us with the stamen 

that we are a “Progressive Church.” 

Often, the question comes to us: “What does it mean 

to be a Progressive Church?” 

“Progress,” “Progressing,” and “Progressive” are 

phrases that can lead us on a plethora of different 

paths of inquiry. 

How does a “Progressive Faith” affirm and challenge 

the traditions that brought us this far? 

What are we called to do in our forming faith to be 

“Progressive Christians?” 

Over the four weeks of this year’s Lenten Series, we 

will walk a progressive path, discovering the twists 

and turns of these questions. 

We will do this with the wisdom from Rev. Lillian 

Daniel’s book Tired of Apologizing for a Church I Don’t’ 

Belong To, Jim Wallis’ The (Un)Common Good, and Mar-

cus Borg’s Reading the Bible Again for the First Time. 

And if the book list scares you, don’t worry. The 

group discussion, reflection, and videos will shape the 

conversation with ease. 

We’ll have readings and reflections available the Sun-

day before to spark your interest. You might want to 

bring your Bible each week, too, as we look at the sto-

ries in scripture for their progressive insight. 

This year’s Lenten Series will begin on the second 

Wednesday of Lent (one week later than our usual 

schedule) 

We’ll begin with a light supper to enliven our minds 

and bodies, organized by the Care & Community 

Leadership Team. 

We’ll then take time to consider how our journey in 

Christian faith prepares us to encounter the novel and 

transformative moments in our lives. 

We will do this with the help of some of the current 

theological minds, opening the Gospel with a pro-

gressive and inclusive approach. 

 3/20 What does it mean to be ‘Progressive’: 
A primer on the wisdom and the impact 
of Progressive Christian faith 

 3/27 Progressive Lenses: 
Opening the Hebrew and Christian scriptures 
with an eye for new doubts and questions 

 4/3 He/She/Zhe/They/We: 
Addressing God in word, song, and prayer 
with inclusive and expansive language 

 4/10 Between Caesar and God: 
Living our progressive faith out loud 
in public and political places 

Come ready to grow, to challenge, and to question. 

Come ready to receive, to reflect, and to respond.  

Come, and worship, and witness all that God is doing 

in us and with us this Lent. 

OUR LENTEN JOURNEY 
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FACC FOOD PANTRY 

In March we will be collecting Instant Potatoes 

 

Please drop off donations in the carts in the church 

entryway. Because of your generosity, we are able to 

deliver donations to FACC twice a month! 

RED CAN UPDATE 

Personal Care and Household items are always in high 

demand at the FACC Pantry. You can help provide 

these items with your financial support in the FACC 

Red Can on the first Sunday of each month. Please 

make checks payable to St. John UCC.. 

FACC Chicago Avenue Mission 

Homeless Shelter Dinner Volunteers 

A team from our congregation is organizing meals 

every Wednesday for the Chicago Avenue Shelter, 

from October to May.  

In March, the Wednesday team will also be cooking 

the Lenten Dinner along with the meals for the shel-

ter. If you would like to help, please contact Pam 

A big thanks to everyone who is helping to cook up 

this mission to the Freeport community!  

If you feel called to share your gifts  
please contact Dan King or Pam Wessel ! 

GLOBAL MINISTRIES 

MONTHLY PRAYER PARTNERS  

MARCH—ISRAEL/PALESTINE 

East of Bethlehem lies the town of Beit Sahour, also 

called Shepherd’s Field, where tradition says the an-

gels first told the shepherds about the birth of Jesus. 

At the heart of this historic town is the Young Men’s 

Christian Association (YMCA), a center for healing 

and community service. The YMCA has been a close 

partner with Global Ministries for many years. 

The YMCA runs a program to extend quality rehabili-

tative services to people who have been injured physi-

cally and psychologically, as well as to those who have 

been handicapped and/or traumatized as a result of 

the political violence and occupation. Clients are of-

fered counseling, vocational training, and home modi-

fication.  

 

Shepherd’s Field YMCA also provides youth activities 

for the local community. During the summer, chil-

dren engage in artistic, recreational, educational, and 

social activities. The staff, structure, and participants 

of the YMCA are not exempt from the violence that 

continues. In response, the YMCA has developed an 

emergency program, including art therapy, to help 

Palestine children cope with severe psychological dif-

ficulties resulting from the trauma and violence they 

experience.  

Global Ministries is a partnership ministry between the United 

Church of Christ and the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ). For more information, please visit:  

www.globalministries.org 

OUR LOCAL & WIDER MISSION 
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CHILDREN’S FORMATION MINISTIES 

 

Godly Play shares God’s word with our Pre-School 

through 3rd Grade youth. Our certified teaching team 

shares the building-block stories of faith using Mon-

tessori-style and models. This month’s stories will 

share the scripture stories of:  

 3/3   What do the Parables Teach?  

 3/10  Faces of Easter: Jesus’ birth and growth 

 3/17  Faces of Easter: Jesus is lost and found 

 3/24  Faces of Easter: Jesus is blessed 

 3/31  Faces of Easter: Jesus’ desert days 

Drop in and meet our inspiring teaching team: 

Kelly Priewe, Olivia Shaffer 

Marla Kreeger, Sylvia Bomgarden, Andrea Schrock 

 

 

Kids’ Worship gathers our 4th-7th Grade youth as 

they begin to creatively reflect on what God’s still-

speaking word is sharing in their lives. Their journey 

is aided by Connect, a curriculum designed to meet the 

youth at a fun, age-appropriate place. 

 3/3   Jesus-Ministry: Parables 

 3/10  Jesus-Ministry: Healings 

 3/17  Jesus-Ministry: Teachings 

 3/24  Jesus-Ministry: Jerusalem 

 3/31  Jesus-Ministry: Last Supper 

Come and see with our newest teaching team: 

Tommy Priewe & Tara Boddie (and friends!) 

 

5th/6th-Tuesdays | 7th/8th-Thursdays 

3:00 – 5:00 pm 

March starts the journey to spring’s warmth (whether 

the groundhog likes it or not!). HELIX will take time 

in March and April to focus on our planet, its health, 

and what we can do to make the Earth a more hope-

filled, life-supporting place! 

This Month at HELIX 

Mar 5 & 7  “What does 350 mean?” 

Looking at the health of the oceans 

Mar 12 & 14 Seeds and Trees and Growing 

Things: Planning for Earth Day 

No 7th /8th HELIX (Half-day) 

Mar 19 & 21 Bottles & Bags: addressing our 

love for single-use plastics. 

3/22-29 SPRING BREAK! 

We’ll continue our “Green” focus into April, as we 

look to celebrate Earth Day on 4/22. 

 

 

 

...is coming! 

Look for  the April Tidings  

for the fun family-centered ways we’re planning  

on sharing in Resurrection Sunday! 

FAITH FORMATION MINISTRIES 
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LEARNING OUR FAITH (LOF) 

Sunday Mornings, 11:15 am 

LOF will be completing the Marcus Borg’ and John 

Dominic Crossan’s The First Paul: Reclaiming the Radical 

Visionary Behind the Church’s Conservative Icon. If you 

have an interest in reading about and discussing a 

faith topic, please join us when we consider our next 

venture! We welcome all interested folks and we 

promise you will find that the hour passes quickly! 

 

ADULT FORUM 

Sunday Mornings, 11:15 am 

Come discuss the week’s topics, current events, and 

how our faith guides us in action and witness. 

 

 
Wednesday Mornings, 9:00 am  

Enjoy a mid-week break with an incredible group of 

thoughtful Christians. This month, we will continue 

reading and discussing Melannie Svoboda’s book, 

With the Dawn Rejoicing. Anyone is welcome to join at 

any time. 

 
PING PONG  

Tuesdays, 9am, Room S 6B 

 
RESOURCE GROUP-Thursdays, 9am 

Coffee, treats, friendship, and more! 

We will assemble the April TIDINGS on 3/28. 

 

 
First Saturday of the Month, 8:00 am 

Come join the next gathering of the Men’s Ministry. 

Join the lively group in the Chapel Hearth Room as 

we share a few jokes and cover any number of topics 

in the spirit of good fellowship. Coffee and donuts 

are provided. 

 

 
First and Third Mondays, 6:30 pm 

PRISM is a facilitated group, providing a safe space 

and confidential community group for LGBTQ 

youth, adults, and those who love and support them. 

PRISM meets on the first and third Mondays. 

For more information on PRISM, our outreach to the 

LGBTQ community, please visit our webpage: 

stjohnuccfreeport.org/open-affirming/prism 

 

2019 PRIDE IN FREEPORT 

All are invited to a special planning meeting on Sun-

day, March 17 after worship to plan our “Pride in 

Freeport” events over the weekend of June 21-23! 

COMMUNITY AND FELLOWSHIP 
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OUR HOMEBOUND 

MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 

The following is a list of our friends who cannot leave 

their residence and may love a visit or a card from 

those thinking of them. 

 Bounce Back Manor Court-Betty Mathews 

  
 

Manor Court: Dorothy Ness 

PA Peterson Home—Audrey Gianquinto 

Parkview: Claire Biesemeier 

Stephenson Nursing Center:  
June Nagel, Betty Remmers 

Heritage Woods: Betty Carpenter 

Provena: Jackie & Jerry Watson, Elva Piehn 

Pearl Pavilion: Zael Klapp 

In their homes: Shirley Durrstein, Karen Salter, , 
Joyce Bloyer, Shirley Fritzenmeier, Arlene Kreeger 

PRAYER CHAIN 

Please Pray For: 

Shan and Vicki MacAdam, Betty Mathews, 

Audrey Gianquinto 

 

 
Thank you St. John Family for all the cards, phone 

calls, and well-wishes I received for my 80th birthday. 

They were greatly appreciated. 

            Sharon Simler 

Keep an eye out for more information and  

details on upcoming events in our weekly  

e-blasts and Sunday bulletins! 

Not receiving the e-blasts? 

Send an email to 

office@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

THANKS AND CELEBRATIONS 
MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 

3/03   Jill Kuntz,  

3/04  Graham Atz,  

  Hallie Atz,            

      Kathleen Monte 

3/05 Tom Hull 

3/09 Shirley  

  Fritzenmeier,       

     Michael Smith 

3/10 Keona Eckert 

3/11 Lisa Ebbers,  

  Kim Evans 

3/13 Hugh Knapp 

3/15 Kelly Priewe 

3/16 John Rawleigh,  

     Norma Valkema 

3/18 Bonnie Gennusa 

3/20 Dee Agnew,               

     DeLeana Atz 

3/21 Audrey Gianquinto  

3/22 Ben Lee 

3/25 Bill Kuntz 

3/26 Marilyn DeVries 

3/28 Shan MacAdam 

3/30 Dana Underhill,  

3/31 Mason Lehman 

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 

 3/23 Dave & Dana Underhill 

 3/28 Keith & Kathy Moffatt 

1 Psalm 85 

2 Psalm 89:1-18 

3 Psalm 27 

4 Psalm 30 

5 Psalm 31 

6 Psalm 32 

7 Psalm 35 

8 Psalm 38 

9 Psalm 39 

10 Psalm 41 

11 Psalm 42 

12 Psalm 43 

13 Psalm 44 

14 Psalm 55 

15 Psalm 56 

16 Psalm 57 

17 Psalm 61  

18 Psalm 62 

19 Psalm 63 

20 Psalm 64 

21 1 Kings 3:1-15  

22 1 Kings 8:1-21 

23 1 Kings 8:22-40 

24 1 Kings 8:41-53  

25 1 Kings 8:54-66 

26 Job 23:1-17  

27 Job 27:1-11 

28 Job 40:1-24 

29  Job 41:1-34 

30  Job 42-1-17 

31  Jeremiah 42:1-22 
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SERVING IN MARCH 
USHERS 

3/03 Tim Ebbers, Jim Drew, Dale Priewe 

3/10 Phil & Barb Copus, Ulan Price,  
Tom Campbell-Outcault 

3/17  Lyle & Jane Krug,  
Brett & Michele Piefer 

3/24 Jack & Diana Fox, Dan King & Robert 
Mayfield 

3/31 Shirley Ifert, Mary Frazee, Sharon Simler 

 

GREETERS 

3/03 Mike & Susan Feagan 

3/10 Lyle & Jane Krug 

3/17  Sally Kahler & Edee Rosenstiel 

3/24  Lorraine McMurray & Jane Lehman 

3/31 Brett & Michele Piefer 

 

WELCOMERS 

3/03 Betty Pruitt & Carla Meyer 

3/10 Stan & Carol Smith 

3/17  Dan King & Robert Mayfield 

3/24 Ulan & Cindy Price 

3/31 Tim & Tom Campbell-Outcault 

 

INFANT AND TODDLER ROOM 

3/03 Pam Wessel 

3/10 Carla Meyer 

3/17 Jill Kuntz 

3/24 Volunteer Needed 

3/31 Pam Wessel 

 

MARCH COFFEE HOUR 

On Sunday mornings, we gather for coffee and treats 

in the Narthex area and Fellowship Hall to socialize. 

If you would like to find a place to sit and talk, there 

is plenty of room in the Chapel Hearth. 

If your name is on the list below for this month, 

please bring in a treat to share. Some ideas are: 3 doz-

en cookies, treat bars, mini muffins, fruit, etc. Also, 

please plan to help share in clearing the hospitality 

station at the end of the hour. 

To ensure everyone has an opportunity to share, 

dates are assigned alphabetically from the members 

and friends directory. If you are unable to help at this 

time, please let the church office know. 

 

3/03 Shirley Ifert, Sally Kahler Daniel King,  

Robert Mayfield, Donna Klapp, Hugh & 

Sarah Knapp, Jeanne Koch 

3/10 Dan & Marla Kreeger, Lyle & Jane Krug, 

Jill Kuntz, Ben & Lucille Lee, Jane Lehman, 

Shan & Vicki MacAdam 

3/17 Jean Mahon, Pam Manus, Lorraine McMurray, 

Carla Meyer, Carolyn Moyer, Connie Orde 

3/24 Lee & Nancy Otte, Diane Peterson, 

Brett & Michele Piefer, Janet Piefer, 

Ulan & Cindy Price, Dale & Kelly Priewe 

3/31 Betty Pruitt, Mike & Michele Queckboerner, 

Dave & Deb Rockey, Edith Rosenstiel, 

Marilyn Ruthe, Ken & Andrea Schrock, 
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CHURCH STAFF 
 

Ministers: Members of the church 

Senior Pastor:  

 Rev. Henry E. “Hank” Fairman Hank@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

  815-616-5626 

Pastor for Faith Formation  

 Coming Soon! 

Director of Congregational Life 

 Pam Wessel Pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

Administrative & Creative Assistant 

 Lisa Elsner Lisa@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

Youth Ministry Assistant:  Madison Riddell 

Choir Director: Gina Bertram  Organist: Carole Bertram 

Pastor Emeritus: Donnley Dutcher 

 

OUR CALLING STATEMENT 

To be a Sacred Place to Inspire Faith  

and Nurture Compassion  

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday – Friday 9:00am—2:00pm 

Church office (815) 235-2824  

www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 

www.facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport 

Place 
Stamp 
Here 

Change Service Requested 

1010 South Park Boulevard 

Freeport, IL 61032 

www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 


