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June 2020 A Monthly Sharing of our Mission and Ministry 

TIDINGS 
THE BEGINNINGS 

OF “REGATHERING” 

 On 5/28/2020, the state of Illinois takes the next steps its 

“slow and steady” movement on the path of healing from the 

Coronavirus pandemic. 

 Our physical campus has been closed since 3/23/2020, in 

accordance with the God-given wisdom of the Centers for 

Disease Control (CDC) and Illinois Department of Public 

Health (IDPH). While we have been apart, the community at 

St. John UCC has never been “closed,” we continue to be the 

church God is calling us to be in Freeport.  We gather together 

in worship on Facebook Live, fellowship together through 

Zoom, social media, and phone calls, and support ministry to-

gether with online giving and direct gifts of support in mission.  

 The Church Council continues to review the rules and rec-

ommendations provided by the IDPH in the Restore Illinois 

plan. At the time of this publication, we will have just entered 

Phase 3, allowing for nonessential businesses to open in sup-

port of the community. The continuing safeguards in Phase 3 

allow for small businesses to resume their work. We celebrate 

what this means to our friends and neighbors. 

 After careful review, we found that the rules for Phase 3 do  

not provide much change in our church life. There are small dif-

ferences between Phase 2 and Phase 3 for a faith community as active and 

engaged as ours. It is our first and most necessary concern to be a 

safe campus for our members, friends, at-risk neighbors in 

Freeport, and our church staff. 

 We are hopeful that this move to Phase 3 will demonstrate 

that we are all abiding in the “Safe Distancing” practices that 

will help flatten the curve. We will use this Phase 3 period to 

prayerfully plan and prepare for regathering the congregation 

when the risk assessment is at an appropriate level.  

 We invite you to be part of this discernment. Please contin-

ue reading about what we know right now, and about what 

everyone can expect as we continue through the Restore Illinois 

plan Phases. 

Continued on page 2 

 
SHARE IN ONLINE WORSHIP 

AND FELLOWSHIP 

Join in worship every Sunday, 10:00 am: 

facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport/live 

And in our Virtual Coffee Hour 

on ZOOM at 11:00 am. 

Each week, the streaming video will appear 

on our Facebook page. The ZOOM meeting 

room number is 929-784-5943, code 2824. 

See you in our Virtual Worship Place! 

NOTE: The Church Council discerned to continue 

worshipping at 10:00 am through the pandemic to 

provide stability and maintain our extravagant wel-

come to our members, friends, and online visitors. 

 

 
GOT MASKS? WE DO! 

Continuing in every Phase of the Restore Illi-

nois plan, EVERY PERSON is required to 

wear a mask when in a public place where 

they can’t maintain a six-foot social distance. 

Need a mask? Call Pam - 815-275-7202 

 

SUMMMER OFFICE STAFF HOURS 

Monday – Friday 9:00am—2:00pm 

Office Phone 815-235-2824  

www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 

www.facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport 
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CHURCH LIFE IN PHASE 3 
During Phase 3, our church leadership will continue to plan for a responsible return to the church campus The 

building will be open for limited hours, and for specific types of meetings. Just as in Phase 2: No group gathered can 

exceed the ten (10) person maximum set in the plan. No gatherings will be permitted without prior approval from the church office.   

Over the next weeks, the church staff will return to their offices. Please note we will begin our summer schedule, 

9:00a.m. - 2:00 p.m. on 6/1. The church building will remain closed. An access system will be in place for build-

ing entry. The church staff will continue to be available by mobile phone, and through email until the office is 

fully opened. Please be patient with the staff as they come together and address the needs for our regathering. 

We want to be specific in what our congregation will be doing to share in community health and safety. Using 

the Restore Illinois plan, we will use these criteria as to continue moving forward towards regathering: 

ENTERING PHASE 3 

• We will be a mask-affirming, and mask wear-
ing congregation. Every person entering the church 

campus is required to wear a mask that covers both nose 

and mouth at all times. Our Care & Community Team 

will provide cloth masks that can be washed and reused. 

• We will “practice what we preach,” honoring 
safe-distancing at all times. Spaces open to small 

gatherings (10 people or less) will be set for physical distanc-

ing at no less than 6 ft apart. 

• We will continue to gather online in worship 
and fellowship. Our Worship & Education Team will 

continue to create an authentic celebration of God’s extrava-

gant welcome each week. Our Care & Community Team 

will continue and expand our points of connection in the 

wider Freeport community.  

• We will continue to be a church of mission 
and outreach to Freeport, northwest Illinois, and our 

world. We will research best-practices for our operations and 

ministry, and be agile in their implementation. All leader-

ship meetings will continue through online conference calls 

(Skype/Zoom/etc) throughout this phase.  

 

 

MOVING TO PHASE 4 

• We will continue to be a mask-affirming, 
and mask wearing congregation. Every person 

entering the church campus is required to wear a mask that 

covers both nose and mouth at all times. Our Care & 

Community Team will provide cloth masks that can be 

washed and reused. 

• We will trust the guidance of IDPH  
in the benchmarks towards the next phase. 
This starts with an eight-week period of declining. This will 

include the widespread availability for testing (including non

-symptomatic and a-symptomatic testing in Stephenson 

County); the open and affordable access to personal protec-

tive equipment (masks) for every person.  

• We will review the best “no-touch” practices 
for our rituals and fellowship. We will investigate 

what it means for fellowship times, passing of offering 

plates, using pew Bibles and hymnals, and the sacraments 

of Baptism and Communion. 

• We will plan for the return to gathering in  
worship. We will investigate what gathered worship can 

look like with the Phase 4 limit of fifty (50) people. Part of 

this is the expectation of no vocal or wind ensembles or sung 

congregational hymns. We will create a celebration of wor-

ship that will be an authentic experience, with modifications 

and additions to provide an authentic time in worship.  

WEAR 

YOUR 

MASK 

SIX 

FEET 

APART 

WASH 

YOUR 

HANDS 

STAY 

AT 

HOME 



3 

 

CHURCH STAFF 
Senior Pastor:  

 Rev. Henry E. “Hank” Fairman Hank@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

  703-473-3534 

Director of Congregational Life 

 Pam Wessel Pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

  815-275-7202 

Administrative & Creative Assistant 

 Lisa Elsner Lisa@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

  815-520-8701 

Youth Ministry Assistant: Madison Riddell 

Choir Director: Gina Bertram  

Church Musicians: Randy Cook 

Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Dr. Donnley Dutcher 

Email the church office at:     Office@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

 
“GREEN TEAM” 

Environmental and Creation Justice 

“Like fish taken in a cruel net, and like birds caught 

in a snare, so mortals are snared at a time of calamity, 

when it suddenly falls upon them.” Ecclesiastes 9:12 NRSV 

This quote brings to mind the adage: “What happens 

to one happens to all.” We have been living recently 

with how vulnerable everyone is in the current 

pandemic. Though we are all vulnerable, not all can 

be guaranteed the same needed medical care. The 

pandemic will be relatively short-term and we can 

hope the moral dilemmas will become fewer with 

time. The moral dilemmas of climate change will be 

long-term and impact larger numbers of people. 

Who gets water and food? Who gets the available land 

on which to resettle? What stresses of ethnic, political, 

cultural and religious differences will lead to difficult 

moral decisions: to be in it together or everyone in it 

for themselves, which could unleash horrific, life-

threatening clashes? 

St. John UCC’s efforts in Creation Care and  

Environmental Justice may seem like the proverbial 

“drop in the bucket”, but on the positive side of the 

coin: what one person (or congregation) does can lead 

to what happens to all as our efforts ripple through 

the community and beyond. 

MISSION, OUTREACH, AND COMMUNITY 

GREEN ENERGY REPORT 

Month 2020 2019 Change 

March 5,760 kWh 7,320 kWh 1,560 kWh 

April 4,800 kWh 7,320 kWh 2,520 kWh 

May 3,240 kWh 5,520 kWh 2,280 kWh 

Total kWh 13,800 kWh 20,160 kWh 6,360 kWh 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS  

6/1 Tommy Priewe 

6/2 Andrew Fruth 

6/3 Lorraine McMurray 

6/5 Owen Queckboerner 

 Maggie Schrock 

6/8 Donna Klapp 

6/9 Jackie Watson 

6/11 Paula Rawleigh 

 Steve Monte 

 Shaun Rice 

6/12 Melinda Ferguson 

6/17 Jeanne Koch 

 Steve Schubert 

6/18 Marsha Boll  

6/19 June Nagel 

6/20 Donald Clock 

6/22 Jane Lehman 

 Tara Boddie 

6/23 Diane Peterson 

6/25 Averie NewKirk 

6/28 Gwen Drew    

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 

6/02 Jim & Sharon Summers 

6/04 Ben & Lucille Lee 

6/07 Jack & Marjorie Criddle,  Lyle & Jane Krug 

6/10 Jack & Diana Fox 

6/11 Greg & Anita Bicksler 

6/12 Donnley & Sandy Dutcher 

6/18 Tom & Dianne Mathews 

6/19 Don & Norma Valkema 

  Stan & Sylvia Bomgarden 

6/30 Larry & Marsha Boll 
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Place 
Stamp 
Here 

Change Service Requested 

1010 South Park Boulevard 

Freeport, IL 61032 

www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 

ONE MORE THOUGHT: 

A TIME TO GRIEVE: 

A visual display of mourning the lives lost to Coronavirus 

Ecclesiastes 3 tells us the eternal truth “there is a time for all things under heaven.” With more than 100,000 deaths re-

lated to Coronavirus in our nation, and 5,000 deaths in Illinois, it is time to mourn together. 

Rev. Becky Hebert, member of the Mission & Outreach Leadership 

Team, was inspired by a display at The Congregational Church UCC 

of Needham, MA, where a display of small flags was used to mark 

each death related to the Coronavirus pandemic in their state. 

We will follow their model, marking the COVID-19 related deaths in 

Illinois on the Park Boulevard church lawn. Rev Hebert said: 

They are to be stark reminders of how great our lost has been. It is important that we not lose sight of this, as we tire of so-

cial distancing and facemasks. We place these white flags as a visual witness of the human loss Illinois has endured. We need 

to grieve our collective loss of the dear souls who died alone. Grieving is important. It honors and respects the dead. Grief is 

an emotion born out of great love that promotes healing. 

The display will begin on 6/6/20, and will remain as witness until a future time when it is safe to gather again to 

mourn. Additional flags will be added as the number of deaths increase from the pandemic. 


