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July 2019 A Monthly Sharing of our Mission and Ministry 

TIDINGS 

“… LET THERE BE LIGHT.” 

In the beginning, God was busy. 

 In the beginning, there was a whole lot of potential— 

an endless energy waiting to be cast into the timeless creation. 

And so it happened. God said, and so it was. 

 The first place for which this energy was destined? Light. 

Now, the countless millennia later, we come back to that first-

energized part in all creation. In the search for renewable earth-

friendly electricity, we turn to the sun for its energy to power our 

cars, our homes, and our businesses. The first of creation meets 

us in our modern life to bring light and hope. 

 On June 9, our congregation covenanted to take a step for-

ward embracing our call to be God’s partners in creation care. 

After a period of excellent questions, the gathered members de-

cided unanimously to move forward with the installation of a 65 

kWh Solar Power project. This project will encompass the neces-

sary roof repairs on the southernmost flat roof (Fellowship Hall, 

Kitchen, Chapel Hearth, Narthex, etc.), and the installation of the 

solar energy system.  The intent is to have the entire project com-

plete before September 2019. 

 In the coming months, several leadership groups are working 

diligently to complete this project. The Property Management 

Team is meeting with the installers to ensure the structural safety 

and placement of the solar panels. The Finance & Development 

Team is preparing a capital campaign to  raise the funds necessary 

to fund the installation. The Green Team is continuing its mis-

sion to interpret what this project will mean to our congregation 

and our witness to the community. And, the Treasurer and 

Church Council is working on establishing the necessary com-

mercial line of credit to finance the project. 

 Please look for regular updates, gatherings, and notes on the 

project.  If you have questions or concerns, please share them 

freely with the Church Council. And always, please pray for our 

mission as a Creation Justice Congregation. 

 When God created light, God said it was good. And we add 

our affirmation to God’s great plan, as we focus on energizing 

our ministry in creation care. 

 

CHURCH CAMP SUNDAY 

Come share in the Summer Camp Spirit on   

July 21, as we welcome back the Spirit Camp 

participants, and all of this year’s campers! 

We’ll sing the camp songs, and celebrate the 

wonderful fellowship that comes from 

sharing in our Outdoor Ministries. WEAR 

YOUR CAMP SHIRTS!! 

 

 
ICE CREAM SOCIAL 

August 14, 4:30-7 pm 

Everyone is invited to this annual get 

together for an evening of Ice Cream, BBQ, 

friendship, and more. Tickets are available in 

the church office and at the door. 

 

 
AMITY UNDERWEAR DRIVE  

There is a great need for new children’s  

underwear for underprivileged households in 

our community. We are called to reach out 

and let them know that we care. A laundry 

basket can be found in the Narthex for your 

gifts. 

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS 

Deadline for Applications is Monday, July 15 

See p. 2 for complete information. 
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COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS 

Deadline for Applications Monday, July 15  

St John UCC is blessed with the generosity of many 

of our members and friends who have given toward a 

college scholarship fund: the Kampmeier Endowment 

Fund. Through memorials and gifts designated for 

college scholarships, persons who are active members 

(as defined by the church constitution) are invited to 

apply. While we cannot specify the exact amount of 

the awards until all applications are received, 

applicants should anticipate some assistance with 

books and supplies, rather than a substantial grant.  

Persons wishing to apply should pick up an 

application from the church office. Completed 

applications should be returned to the church office 

in an envelope marked “College Scholarship.” 

Applicants will also need to submit an acceptance 

letter or fall schedule from the school they intend to 

attend. Questions? Call the church office. 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY AT ST. JOHN UCC 

Summer Special Music 

Thank you to our musical guests in July: 

7/07 Hallie Atz 

7/14 Don Franz 

7/21 Randy Cook and Sounds of the Spirit 

7/28 Carl & Dianna Cole 

Do you have a song in your heart that praises your 

Creator? Is it waiting to be celebrated in worship with 

your unique style, voice, or instrument? We’d love to 

hear you!  See Gina Bertram for more details. 

UPDATE FROM THE GREEN TEAM 

If you have wondered about the dos and don’ts of 
recycling, it’s no wonder with conflicting instructions 
over time and location. The following information 
was included in Mayor Miller’s column in the April 
14, 2019 edition of The Journal Standard. This is 
applicable for our local recycling. 

“Recycling items in your bin must be empty and free of 
food, drink or any residue. Please do not dispose of 
plastic bags in your recycling bin or use them to contain 
excess recyclable items as these contaminate the recycled 
materials. 

“Styrofoam is not recyclable and should go in your trash. 
Tin and aluminum along with glass bottles and jars 
should be empty and rinsed, labels do not need to come 
off. Plastic jugs and bottles are the same and have a 
number on the bottom from 1 to 7. 

“Paper products such as newspapers, magazines, junk 
mail, brown kraft paper bags, soda boxes and broken 
down cardboard are all acceptable. If we do our part we 
CAN make a difference.” 

Some other notes: the church’s carbon sequestration 
garden is coming on. Also, with the approval of the 
congregation June 9th to proceed with installing a 
solar electric system, we will keep you posted on how 
that is progressing and report on our electricity 
consumption after it is operational. 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

The deadline for submitting articles  

for the August TIDINGS  

is Tuesday, July 9th 

MAY FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

Income Actual Budget Difference 

Pledges/Gifts $18,256 $20,833 (-$2,577) 

Other Income $5,623 $7,816 (-$2,193) 

Total Income 23,879 $28,649 (-$4,770) 

Total Expenses $32,199 $32,679 (-480) 

Month Total (-$8,320) (-$4,029) (-$4,291) 

Year Income $132,041 $143,250 (-$11,209) 

Year Expenses $147,273 $163,395 (-$16,122) 

Year Total (-$15,232) (-$20,145) $4,913 
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Red Can Offering 

Personal Care and Household items are always in high 

demand at the FACC Pantry. You can help provide 

these items with your financial support in the FACC 

Red Can on the first Sunday of each month. Please 

make checks payable to St. John UCC. In June we 

collected $196.00, another all time record. Thank you 

for your support. 

Food Pantry 

In July we will be collecting Peanut Butter 

 

Please drop off donations in the grocery carts located 

in the Parking Lot entryway.  

 

Chicago Avenue Mission Dinner Program 

A warm thank you to all who helped provide 

Wednesday dinners to the guests at the Chicago 

Avenue mission. Your generous gift of time and love 

filled hungry people with food and friendship! We 

give thanks for Dan King’s creative leadership and 

expansive menus! We give thanks for every volunteer 

who cooked, served, and shared their time from 

October to May! 

And we’ll be back in the kitchen in October 2019! 

GLOBAL MINISTRIES 

MONTHLY PRAYER PARTNERS  

JULY—MOROCCO 

 

 

The Evangelical Protestant Church in Morocco 

(Eglise Evangélique au Maroc, EEaM) serves Christ 

in a land at the crossroads of north and south (Africa 

and Europe), east and west (the Muslim-majority 

Arab world and the west). With ten congregations in 

Morocco served by four pastors and several pastoral 

interns, EEaM has a membership representing more 

than 35 nationalities and Protestant traditions of all 

varieties. Recognizing their diversity, EEaM sees 

welcoming the stranger as one of its principal 

ministries. They are committed to offering 

hospitality—hospitality toward those who come to 

live and worship in Morocco and hospitality toward 

those who are passing through the country as 

migrants. The vast majority of the members are young 

people who have come as students from Sub-Saharan 

Africa. EEaM is a family of faith committed to the 

living God—gathering as diverse people in one body 

for praise, proclamation, prayer, outreach, and service 

in the name of Christ. 

 

Global Ministries is a partnership ministry between the United 

Church of Christ and the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ). For more information, please visit:  

www.globalministries.org 

OUR LOCAL & WIDER MISSION 
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A PICTURE IS WORTH A MILLION PRIDE POINTS! 

 

This year’s PRIDE Weekend was an amazing two days of open affir-

mation for the LGBTQ+ and supporting community in Freeport! 

The first (Annual) PRIDE Picnic 

was a great success, with over seven-

ty five people sharing in the meal! 

Thank you to every person who 

helped to organize, set up, cook, 

serve, and clean up! 

Thank you to every person who got 

their face painted, played Jarts and 

parachute, ate the amazing picnic 

lunch, and came out to find new friends! 

We again thank our local community agencies and partners who came to 

show that Freeport cares for the LGBTQ+ community: 

Crusader Community Health of Rockford 

Contact of Northern Illinois 

FHS Gender and Sexuality Alliance (GSA) 

Highland Community College Pride Club 

VOICES of Stephenson County 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We give a special thanks to the Journal 

Standard and Jane Lethean, WREX, and 

WIFR for providing excellent stories 

about the PRIDE picnic! 

LGBTQ+ PRIDE MONTH—THANK YOU!! 
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The Pride Sunday Celebration was an amazing morning of joy 

and love, honoring our continuing ONA commitment. The PRIDE 

Voices Ensemble shared an amazing anthem, lifting up the whole 

congregation in thanks and hon-

or for the diversity within God’s 

creation. 

 

We rounded the weekend out by marching together in the 

Dairy Days Parade! Thirty-five people marched together—St. 

John UCC friends, PRISM members, and friends from the Free-

port High School Gender Sexuality Alliance (GSA).  From a quick 

count, we had one of the largest groups in the whole parade, pass-

ing out almost 50 pounds of Skittles! 
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Feeling the pull of the warm sun? Ready to be 

embraced by the winds across grassy fields? Are your 

swim things in your bag, ready to hit Read Park Pool? 

Yes! Summer is here! 

 

Summer Church School Sign-up has begun, and 

we have three weeks left to fill. 

Pick your week to share the warmth of your love with 

the youth of St. John UCC. Choose a day each month 

to embrace the Gospel by teaching our youngest the 

Way of Christ. Swim into the deep discussions, 

wading through the thoughtful questions of forming 

faith. 

 

Godly Play and Kids’ Worship will resume on 

September 8. Until then, Summer Church School 

welcomes children ages Preschool through 6th Grade  

following Conversation With the Children. 

 

We will be enjoying the storytelling of Seasons of the 

Spirit, a lectionary-based multi-age resource for faith 

formation. You can find out more about the resource 

at this web address: www.seasonsonline.ca. 

Two adult leaders are needed each week to provide a 

safe experience for the youth. 

 

Here are the dates needed! 

When can you help share the stories?  

7/21   7/28   8/4 
 

Questions? Contact Kelly Priewe or Pastor Hank. 

 

COME TO 

SUMMER CAMP! 

Illinois Conference UCC 

Outdoor Ministries 

Spend some time with new 

friends, new faces, and new 

images of God with the youth of the Illinois 

Conference. The 2019 Summer Camp Season has 

begun at the two Camps operated by our Conference. 

There are programs and sessions for  

• Grandparents and Grandchildren (ages 4+) 

• Grades K-2 and K-3 

• Grades 3-10 and 4-11 

• And for Women and Adults in Autumn 

More information and online registration can be 

found at the Outdoor Ministries website: 

www.il-outdoorministries.org/outdoor-ministries.html 

THIS SUMMER’S OFFERINGS 

There are VERY FEW spaces still left in July. 

Worship & Wonder 

Tenderfoot (K-2) $164/youth 

July 10-12 Pilgrim Park 

Grades 3-10 $338/youth 

July 7-12 Pilgrim Park 

Spirit Camp  

Tenderfoot (K-2) $164/youth 

July 18-20 Pilgrim Park 

Grades 3-10 $333/youth 

July 15-20 Pilgrim Park 

Godstock 

Tenderfoot (K-2) $164/youth 

July 18-20 Tower Park 

Grades 3-9 $373/youth 

July 14-20 Tower Hill 

SUMMER CHURCH SCHOOL & CAMP! 

http://www.il-outdoorministries.org/outdoor-ministries.html
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LEARNING OUR FAITH (LOF) 

Is on Summer Break 

LOF will be on summer break until September 8th.  

ADULT FORUM 

Sunday Mornings, 10:15 am 

Come discuss the week’s topics, current events, and 

how our faith guides us in action and witness. 

 

 
Wednesday Mornings, 9:00 am  

Enjoy a mid-week break with an incredible group of 

thoughtful Christians. This month, we will start read-

ing and discussing Ken Gire’s book, The Divine Em-

brace. Anyone is welcome to join at any time. 

 

RESOURCE GROUP-Thursdays, 9am 

Coffee, treats, friendship, and more! 

We will assemble the August TIDINGS on 7/25 

 
PING PONG  

Every Tuesday, 9am, Room S 6B 

 
First Saturday of the Month, 8:00 am 

Come join the next gathering of the Men’s Ministry. 

Join the lively group in the Chapel Hearth Room as 

we share a few jokes and cover any number of topics 

in the spirit of good fellowship. Coffee and donuts 

are provided. 

 

 
First and Third Mondays, 6:30 pm 

PRISM is a facilitated group, providing a safe space 

and confidential community group for LGBTQ 

youth, adults, and those who love and support them. 

PRISM meets on the first and third Mondays. 

For more information on PRISM, our outreach to the 

LGBTQ community, please visit our webpage: 

stjohnuccfreeport.org/open-affirming/prism 

 

 
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS MEETING 

Every Wednesday, 6:00 

St. John UCC is pleased to welcome the Alcoholics 

Anonymous (AA) group to our building. AA is a fel-

lowship of men and women who have had a drinking 

problem. Their stated purpose is to enable “members 

to stay sober and help other alcoholics achieve sobrie-

ty." The group is led by Michael Linck. 

FAITH FORMATION MINISTRIES 
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THANKS AND CELEBRATIONS 
JULY BIRTHDAYS 

7/1 Lana Kuntz 

7/2 Addisyn Shaffer 

7/3 Terry Atz,  
Linda Heidenreich, 
Dylan Holbert, 
Jean Mahon 

7/4 Kirsten Eckert   

7/5 Marjorie Criddle 

7/6 Dale Priewe 

7/7 Don Valkema 

7/9 Adeline Miller 

7/10 Martha Cowan 

7/12 Roger Watson  

7/13 Vanessa Hughes 

7/15 Sharon Hull 

7/19 Jim Drew, 
Shelly Dunham 

7/21 Anne Carroll 

7/23 Austin Weik 

7/25 Nancy Otte,  
Ulan Price 

7/27 Mike Simler 

7/28 Ryan Shaffer 

7/30 Haydn Rice, 
Wessel Young 

7/31 Sybil Scovill, 
Steve Smith 

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 

7/4 Lavonne & Ken Wagenknecht 

7/6 Mary & Larry Frazee 

7/10 Joan & Peter Flynn 

7/12 Daniel King & Robert Mayfield 

7/19 Tim & Tom Campbell-Outcault 

7/24 Martha & Perry Cowan  

 Sarah & Hugh Knapp 

7/27 Angela & Tim Newkirk 

7/29 Dagny & Thompson Brandt 

 

OUR HOMEBOUND 

MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 

The following is a list of our friends who cannot leave 

their residence and may love a visit or a card from 

those thinking of them. 

Oakley Courts: Betty Mathews  

Manor Court: Dorothy Ness 

Bounce Back: Jack & Marge Criddle 

Parkview: Claire Biesemeier 

Walnut Acres:  

June Nagel, Betty Remmers 

Heritage Woods: Betty Carpenter 

Provena: Jackie & Jerry Watson 

In their homes: Shirley Durrstein, Karen Salter, 

Joyce Bloyer, Shirley Fritzenmeier, Arlene 

Kreeger, Ben Lee, Stan Bomgarden 

PRAYER CHAIN 

Please Pray For: 
Dwight Peterson, Gretchen Wallander, 

Carolyn Moyer 

 

Dear St. John UCC: 

On  beha l f  o f  the  Def r ane  f ami l y : 
we wish to thank you for your kind thoughts and 
prayers through the tough times. Your service was 
perfect! 

 Drake Defrane 
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SERVING IN JULY 
USHERS 

7/07 Tim Ebbers, Jim Drew, Dale Priewe,  
Shan MacAdam 

7/14 Phil & Barb Copus, Dennis Jochum,  
Tom Campbell-Outcault 

7/21  Ray & Jeri Nieman,  
Brett & Michele Piefer 

7/28 Jack & Diana Fox, 
Dan King & Robert Mayfield 

  

GREETERS 

7/07 Connie Orde & Marsha Boll 

7/14 Ron & Beth Slade 

7/21 Greg & Anita Bicksler 

7/28 Sally Kahler & Jeanne Koch 

  

WELCOMERS 

7/07 Roger & Deb Swanlund 

7/14 Dan King & Robert Mayfield 

7/21 Shirley Ifert & Linda Heidenreich 

7/28 Shan & Vicki MacAdam 

 

INFANT AND TODDLER ROOM 

7/07 Pam Wessel 

7/14 Carla Meyer 

7/21 Jill Kuntz 

7/28 Need Volunteer 

 

COMMUNION SERVERS 

7/07 Mike Smith, Sarah Knapp, Ulan & Cindy 
Price, Marla Kreeger & Dylan Holbert, 
Shirley Ifert, Sarah Priewe 

 
JULY HOSPITALITY VOLUNTEERS 

On Sunday mornings, we gather for coffee and treats 

in the Narthex area and Fellowship Hall to socialize. 

If you would like to find a place to sit and talk, there 

is plenty of room in the Chapel Hearth. 

If your name is on the list below for this month, 

please bring in a treat to share. Some ideas are: 3 doz-

en cookies, treat bars, mini muffins, fruit, etc. Also, 

please plan to help share in clearing the hospitality 

station at the end of the hour. 

To ensure everyone has an opportunity to share, 

dates are assigned alphabetically from the members 

and friends directory. If you are unable to help at this 

time, please let the church office know. 

7/07 Brett & Michele Piefer, Janet Piefer, Elva 

Piehn, Ulan & Cindy Price, Dale & Kelly 

Priewe, Betty Pruitt 

7/14 Mike & Michele Queckboerner, Dave & Deb 

Rockey, Carl & Ellen Roderick, Edith Rosen-

stiel, Marilyn Ruthe, Floyd & Vivian Schlick-

man 

7/21 Ken & Andrea Schrock, Steve & Lisa Schu-
bert, Deb Scott, Richard & Sybil Scovill,  
Olivia Shaffer, Sharon Simler 

7/28 Ron & Beth Slade, Mike Smith, Stan & Carol 

Smith, Mary Spencer, Vicki Spyrison, Roger & 

Deb Swanlund  
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St. John UCC 

Annual 

Summer Ice 

Cream Social 
 

Wednesday,  

August 14, 2019 

4:30 ~ 7:00 p.m. 

 

$5 for PIE or CAKE 

 & ICE CREAM, and drink 
 

$5 for Sandwich, pasta salad, 

chips and drink 

 

Tickets available in advance  

at the church office. 
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SAVE THE DATE!! ICE CREAM SOCIAL 

AUGUST 14, 2019 4:30-7:00 pm 
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CHURCH STAFF 
 

Ministers: Members of the church 

Senior Pastor:  

 Rev. Henry E. “Hank” Fairman Hank@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

  815-616-5626 

Pastor for Faith Formation  

 Coming Soon! 

Director of Congregational Life 

 Pam Wessel Pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

Administrative & Creative Assistant 

 Lisa Elsner Lisa@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

Youth Ministry Assistant:  Madison Riddell 

Choir Director: Gina Bertram  Church Musicians: Randy Cook and 

  Carole Bertram 

Pastor Emeritus: Donnley Dutcher 

 

OUR CALLING STATEMENT 

To be a Sacred Place to Inspire Faith  

and Nurture Compassion  

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday – Friday 9:00am—2:00pm 

Church office (815) 235-2824  

www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 

www.facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport 

Place 
Stamp 
Here 

Change Service Requested 

1010 South Park Boulevard 

Freeport, IL 61032 

www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 


