TIDINGS
January 2019

A Monthly Sharing of our Mission and Ministry

GOVERNANCE RENEWAL TEAM:
CONSTITUTION COFFEE HOUR
1/13, 11:15 am
The Governance Team welcomes all to a
coffee and question session on their work
revising the church constitution and bylaws.
See page 3 for more information
CONGREGATIONAL
ANNUAL MEETING
1/27, following morning worship
All members are called to the meeting
to receive reports, discuss the 2019 budget,
and act on revisions to the Constitution and
Bylaws. Friends of the church are welcome
to attend and see our congregation in action!
See page 2 for more information
WINTER SPIRITUAL RETREAT
1/18-1/19
This is a beautiful time for rest and spiritual
rejuvenation, an opportunity to get away to
retreat, find solitude and community, to be
nurtured in mind, body, and spirit.
See page 4 for more information

GREEN TEAM UPDATE
Lighting the way in 2018, the Environmental
Justice “Green Team” is working to decrease
our carbon footprint, while increasing our
luminosity!
See page 3 for more information

NEW YEAR! WHAT’S THE SIGN?
Here we are again! The ball has dropped! Lit like a thousand stars as it fell….three...two...one… Happy New Year!
Like clockwork, the new year has come, and with it, our
questions, and worries, and joys, and forebodings. What will
this 2019 bring into our lives? I asked this question myself, and
wondered where I might find an answer.
Since Punxsutawney Phil (that prognosticator of prognosticators) isn’t available until next month, I went to the next best
place to seek foreknowledge of the future: my horoscope (I’m
an Aquarius, by the way).

I checked the astrological predictions for 2019 and guess
what they said? Google gave me this from a Vedic astrologer:
Rahu and Ketu would change their sign from Cancer to
Gemini in March,. This will further bring in sudden,
unplanned, and unforeseen changes.
Well , after another quick Google, I know what Rahu and Ketu
are. And even with this information, I already know what unplanned changes look like. We all do. It is called “living.”

The Magi, astrologers in their own time, followed a star to
who-knows-where, and lived to tell a great tale. The same star
led shepherds to walk life’s road and witness to God’s messengers’ song of “Gloria!”. We follow their example, living in the
light and love that comes in Christ. We sing praise to God for
a new year, new life, and a new sense of the Spirit in our days.
Let’s remember this: No matter who you are, or where you
are on life’s journey—or which house the moon resides—
there’s a place for you at St. John UCC. God’s never-ending
love reaches out across the years, and welcomes you home.
May the stars and planets fall in line for you in 2019, and
lead you to learn, serve, worship, and gather with like-spirited
people. Happy New Year, and See you in Church,
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER
2019 CONGREGATIONAL
ANNUAL MEETING
All members of St. John United Church of Christ are
called to a Congregational Meeting, January 27, 2019,
following 10:00 morning worship; in accordance with
Article V, St. John UCC Constitution and Article II,
St. John UCC Bylaws.
YEAR END FINANCIAL INFORMATION
AND GIVING STATEMENTS
Thank you for your continued financial support of
our mission and ministries!

The business to be conducted shall be:
•

The receipt of the 2018 annual financial reports

•

The approval of the 2019 budget

•

A motion to approve Governance Renewal
Team’s revisions to Constitution and Bylaws.

•

And any other business deemed appropriate by
Church Council.

The Financial Report for 2018 is in preparation for
the Congregational Meeting. At the time of this printing, we are hopeful to end the year below expenses
with income near to matching, and below the budgeted deficit of -$14,487.

Signed,

2018 Annual Giving Statements will be available in
the narthex by 1/13. Did you know that you can have
your quarterly and annual statements delivered to
your email? Contact Pam Wessel for more information.

/s/ Lisa Schubert, Clerk of Council
Copies of the 2018 annual financial reports and 2019
budget will be available one week prior to the meeting. Questions or comments may be addressed to
Deb Scott, Council President, or Vanessa Hughes,
Treasurer.

CHURCH OFFICE HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
In support of the service our church staff performs,
we honor the following seasonal holidays:
1/1

NOVEMBER FINANCIAL SUMMARY
Income

New Years Day, office closed

1/21 Martin Luther King Jr. Day/
National Day of Service, office closed

The deadline for submitting articles
for the February TIDINGS
is Tuesday, January 8.
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Budget

Actual

Difference

Pledged
Contributions

$22,917

$18,964

(-$3,953)

Other Income/
Support

$7,733

$9,726

$1,993

Total Income

$30,650

$28,690

(-$1,960)

Total Expenses

$31,857

$22,866

$8,991

Net Income

($1,207)

$5,825

$7,032

OUR LIFE TOGETHER

CHURCH CAMPUS SAFETY UPDATE
Our Partnership with CareerTEC
Did you know that our building is the largest center
of learning in the CareerTEC Education for Employment system? There are 256 students in their programs, studying in fourteen different disciplines. Over
40 percent of these students attend career classes in
health occupations (HOYA), business (CIB), and
computer information systems (CIS) every day of the
school year.

GOVERNANCE TEAM COFFEE HOUR:
The Constitution and Bylaw “Reveal”
1/13, 11:15 am
The Governance Team is proud to welcome all to a
“Big Reveal” Coffee Hour to share the proposed revisions to the Constitution and Bylaws of St. John United Church of Christ.
The review of our governance and ministry model
began back in 2015. The traditional model of Church
Council and eight committees required sixty church
members to lead our ministry. The “Teams” model
provided equally effective governance, with Council
being supported by four teams (and twenty-six people).

One year ago, Director Jen Newendyke invited our
Property Planning Team to attend a session with the
Stephenson County Emergency Management Agency
to review the student safety plan. We discovered together that our campus was the only site that did not
have a comprehensive safety plan.

From their comments:

The Property Planning Team met quickly with security experts to discern our best plan of action. After the
plans were received, plans for funding the project began to be developed.

The Constitution and Bylaws presented at the January
2019 Annual Meeting represent a full revision of the
congregation’s governing documents.
This was done in consultation with the bylaws of other
United Church of Christ congregations in Illinois and
beyond…. with a goal of a modern, agile system of governance for the congregation. A list of edits and changes would be longer than the finished documents.

In October of this year, CaraeerTEC and St. John
UCC received a grant from the Freeport Community
Foundation to increase our campus safety. In November, the final planning and bidding took place, with
AERO Group awarded the contract.

Copes of the revisions will be available at the
“Reveal,” and shared via Facebook and on the church
website after the coffee hour.

During the last week of December, automatic door
locks were installed in the North Wing, and safety
cameras placed in key locations, both inside and outside, across the church campus.

Questions and comments are welcome! Contact Dale
Priewe, Governance Team Lead, at your convenience.
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER

START THE NEW YEAR WITH A SONG:
Music Ministry at St. John UCC

Each year, members and friends of St. John UCC set
aside the daily grind for an overnight experience of
Spiritual Retreat. These days away occur regularly in
January, late Spring (April/May), and November.

Does your heart sing with the Psalms? Does your
Spirit soar with the songs? Is there joy in your heart
when you sing the hymns and praise songs?

This year’s Winter Retreat will take place from Jan 1819—a one-night for rest and spiritual rejuvenation, an
opportunity to get away to retreat, find solitude and
community, to be nurtured in mind, body and spirit.
The cost is $75 to cover lodging and meal expenses.

Come share in our ministry of music! Most groups
rehearse on Thursday nights:

5:30 pm - Sounds of the Spirit
6:30 pm - Bell Choir
7:15 pm - Chancel Choir
There is a place for all, regardless of age, experience,
or ability! Come make a joyful noise to God!

In November we started a three-part series on the
theme on mysticism. The November retreat reflected
on the human need for intimacy with the Divine. We
discovered that the mystical is present in our own experiences. At the January 18-19 retreat we will look
to the mystics of our Christian tradition as well as of
other faiths to learn what they can teach us about
mystical experiences. Our October 3-5 retreat will
reflect on how the inward empowerment of mystical
experiences can lead to outward empowerment of
love and service to the people around us and the
world beyond.

A Big Thank you to all who provided pasta, brought
in Christmas gifts or mittens, hats and winter supplies.
This year we collected over 120 hats, 85 sets of mittens and gloves, 3 pairs of boots, numerous coats,
snow pants, for children for Amity’s Daycare and
Coats and Clothes for Kids, and 75 gifts for Christmas. What a great response from the congregation,
we could not have done this without a lot of mutual
giving and help.

The retreats take place at the Sinsinawa Mound Center, a ministry of the Sinsinawa Domincian Sisters.
The center is located about fifteen miles northwest of
Galena, in Sinsinawa, WI Rooms are reserved for Friday afternoon through Saturday afternoon.
Please speak with Judy Garkey, Hugh Knapp or Deb
Rockey if you have questions about the retreat. A sign
-up sheet is on the bulletin board in the Narthex.

Pam Wessel,
Director of Congregational Life
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OUR WIDER MISSION & OUTREACH
GLOBAL MINISTRIES
MONTHLY PRAYER PARTNERS
JANUARY - MEXICO
Melel Xojobal in Tzotzil, an indigenous Mayan language, means "True Light". They are a social organization founded in San Cristobal de las Casas, Chiapas,
Mexico in February 1997. Melel Xojobal primarily
works with indigenous populations through education, advocacy, health services, and community engagement.

MLK NATIONAL DAY OF SERVICE
1/21/2019
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. devoted his life to
equality, social justice, economic advancement, and
opportunity for all. He challenged us to build a more
perfect union and taught us that everyone has a role
to play in making America what it ought to be.
By making service part of our daily lives, we can help
realize Dr. King’s dream. Together, we can create and
sustain opportunities for Americans to strengthen
their own and other's economic opportunity, ensure
that more young people graduate from high school,
support our military families and veterans, and help
communities prepare for and recover from disasters.
Together, we demonstrate what it means to be citizens.

During its first years, the organization focused on educational programs with children living on the street.
Subsequently, their work has been transformed and
expanded to contribute more effectively to the fulfillment of the rights of indigenous children, and other
children and youth in situations of marginalization
and social risk.

In 1994, Congress designated the holiday as a national
day of service and charged the Corporation for National and Community Service (CNCS) with leading
this effort. Taking place each third Monday in January, the Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service is the
only federal holiday observed as a national day of service – a “day on, not a day off.” This day of service
empowers individuals, strengthens communities,
bridges barriers, addresses social problems, and
moves us closer to Dr. King’s vision of a “Beloved
Community.”

Melel Xojobal works with the indigenous children and
young people of the state of Chiapas in the promotion, defense, and exercise of their rights through participatory processes for the improvement of their
quality of life. They strive to be a sustainable organization with a focus on rights and gender perspective.
Global Ministries is a partnership ministry between the United
Church of Christ and the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ). For more information, please visit:
www.globalministries.org

Find a place to spend your “Day On”
www.nationalservice.gov/mlkday
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OUR LOCAL MISSION & OUTREACH
FREEPORT AREA
CHURCH COOPERATIVE
In January we will be collecting Breakfast Cereal

“GREEN TEAM” UPDATE:
Environmental Justice at St. John UCC
The Green Team and Property Management Team
are working with a Trade Ally of Commonwealth Edison to upgrade the lighting in and around the church.

Please drop off donations in the carts in the church
entryway. Because of your generosity, we are able to
deliver donations to FACC twice a month!

By now you may have noticed the improved outside
lighting around the church and especially the parking
lot at night. The lighting in the South Wing hallway
has also been upgraded to LED lighting, and is much
brighter. The North Wing lighting has been changed
from fluorescent to LED tubes, increasing efficiency.

Red Can Update
Personal Care and Household items are always in high
demand at the FACC Pantry. This includes items like
toothpaste, hand soap, household and laundry cleaners, and feminine care supplies. You can help with
financial support in the FACC Red Can on the first
Sunday of each month. Please make checks payable to
St. John UCC..

With rebates available through ComEd, the conversion is an expense that we will recover in six months
and the savings of energy and (finance!) will continue
into the future. Other energy efficient reducing upgrades are being studied that will both be a savings for
us and a contribution to a healthier creation.

FACC Chicago Avenue Mission
Homeless Shelter Dinner Volunteers

THANKSGIVING FOR THANKS-GIVING:
“REIGN OF LOVE” and Shoe Fund

A team from our congregation is organizing meals on
every Wednesday for the Chicago Avenue Shelter,
from October to May. In December, our team also
provided Christmas Eve dinner for the shelter.

In the last weeks of November, we came together as
one community in Freeport to support our mission
partners. Our congregation contributed $1,054 to the
“Reign of Love” offering supporting NICAA’s work
to mitigate flood-damaged homes. The Community
Thanksgiving Celebration offering raised $1000 on
the night of the service, and an additional $650 received in the days following to provide shoes to FDS
145 children and youth. Thank you to all who cared
for the youngest and those in need!

A big thanks to everyone who is helping to cook up
this mission to the Freeport community!
If you feel called to share your culinary gifts and want to help,
please contact Dan King or Pam Wessel to join the team!
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FAITH FORMATION MINISTRIES
CHILDREN’S FORMATION MINISTIES

5th/6th-Tuesdays | 7th/8th-Thursdays
3:00 – 5:00 pm
HELIX ended 2018 by planning their community
awareness projects. In January, the youth will bring
their presentation on the one issue that they felt needed to be addressed in our world, in Freeport, or in
their lives. Each week, we will have guests from our
community to help guide their learning, and shape the
projects

Godly Play shares God’s word with our Pre-School
through 3rd Grade youth. Our certified teaching team
shares the building-block stories of faith using Montessori-style and models.
January’s stories will share the scripture stories of:
1/6
1/13
1/20
1/27

Epiphany
Holy Baptism
Parable of the Good Shepherd
Parable of the Good Samaritan

This Month at HELIX
5th/6th Grades:

Drop in and meet our inspiring teaching team:
Kelly Priewe, Olivia Shaffer
Marla Kreeger, Sylvia Bomgarden, Andrea Schrock

Addressing Hunger and Homelessness
1/1
1/8
1/15
1/22
1/29

Holiday Break
Regular Meeting, 3:00-5:00
Regular Meeting, 3:00-5:00

NO MEETING, MLK Holiday
Regular Meeting, 3:00-5:00

7th/8th Grades:

Suicide Awareness and Prevention

Kids’ Worship gathers our 4th-7th Grade youth as

1/3 NO MEETINGS—Holiday Break
1/10 Regular Meeting, 3:00-5:00
1/17 Regular Meeting, 3:00-5:00
1/24 Regular Meeting, 3:00-5:00
1/31 Regular Meeting, 3:00-5:00

they begin to creatively reflect on what God’s stillspeaking word is sharing in their lives.
Their journey is aided by Connect, a curriculum designed to meet the youth at a fun, age-appropriate
place.
1/6
1/13
1/20
1/27

Conquered: Babylon
Conquered: Diaspora
Conquered: Return
Conquered: Occupation

For questions, or to register a youth for this year’s
meetings, send an email to: helix@stjohnuccfreeport.org

Come and see with our newest teaching team:
Tommy Priewe & Tara Boddie (and friends!)
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COMMUNITY AND FELLOWSHIP
First Saturday of the Month, 8:00 am
Come join the next gathering of the Men’s Ministry.
Join the lively group in the Chapel Hearth Room as
we share a few jokes and cover any number of topics
in the spirit of good fellowship. Coffee and donuts
are provided.

LEARNING OUR FAITH (LOF)
Sunday Mornings, 11:15 am
LOF will be completing the Marcus Borg’s Convictions
within a few weeks. We will be choosing a new topic
for discussion. If you have an interest in reading
about and discussing a faith topic, please join us when
we consider our next venture! We welcome all interested folks and we promise you will find the hour
passes quickly!

PING Pong – Tuesdays, 9am , Room S 6B

ADULT FORUM
Sunday Mornings, 11:15 am
Come discuss the week’s topics, current events, and
how our faith guides us in action and witness.
First and Third Mondays, 6:30 pm
PRISM is a support group for LGBTQ youth, adults,
and those who love and support them.
This is a facilitated group, providing a safe space and
confidential community for people to share particular
concerns or issues they want the group to think about
with them, for a healthier outcome.

Wednesday Mornings, 9:00 am
Enjoy a mid-week break with an incredible group of
thoughtful Christians. This month, we will begin reading and discussing Melannie Svoboda’s book, With the
Dawn Rejoicing.

PRISM meets on the first and third Mondays. In response to feedback from the wider community that
there is a greater need for support for the LGBT
community in Freeport and Northwest Illinois, we are
available to talk at any time in between the meetings .
For more information on PRISM, our outreach to the
LGBTQ community, please visit our webpage:

RESOURCE GROUP-Thursdays, 9am
Coffee, treats, friendship, and more!
We will assemble the February TIDINGS on 1/24.

stjohnuccfreeport.org/open-affirming/prism
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THANKS AND CELEBRATIONS
JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
1/02 Marilyn Ruthe
1/05 Cindy Price
1/06 Sally Wagner

OUR HOMEBOUND
MEMBERS AND FRIENDS
The following is a list of our friends who cannot leave
their residence and may love a visit or a card from
those thinking of them.

1/19 Sandy Dutcher,
Jeff Wagner
1/20 Laura Hartman,

1/08 Robert Luedeke

Vivian Schlickman

1/09 Ruth Kuntz

1/22 Greg Bicksler

Manor Court: Dorothy Ness

1/11 Wayne Bahn,

1/23 Jack Gastel

Parkview: Claire Biesemeier

1/24 Shirley Ifert,

Stephenson Nursing Center:
June Nagel, Betty Remmers

Joan Wootan
1/13 Lexi Hartman,

Patty Weik

Gerald Schneiderman

1/27 Sharon Simler

1/15 David Gutschlag,

1/28 Hank Fairman

Heritage Woods: Betty Carpenter
Provena: Jackie & Jerry Watson, Elva Piehn
Pearl Pavilion: Zael Klapp

Leland Otte

In their homes: Shirley Durrstein, Karen Salter,
Audrey Gianquinto, Joyce Bloyer, David Spencer,
Shirley Fritzenmeier, Velda Wichman, Arlene
Kreeger

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES
1/24 Tom & Melinda Ferguson

PRAYER CHAIN
Please Pray For: Rae Ann McMurray, Dana Underhill
DAILY BIBLE READINGS
The daily bible reading calendar for January from the
American Bible Society was not available at the time
of printing. Please look forward to this in the February Tidings. You can subscribe to receive each days’
readings directly from ABS by visiting:

Keep an eye out in our weekly e-blasts and Sunday bulletins for more details on upcoming
events! Not receiving the e-blasts? Send an email
to office@stjohnuccfreeport.org today!

www.americanbible.org/resources/daily-bible-reading
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SERVING IN JANUARY
USHERS
1/06
1/13
1/20
1/27

JANUARY COFFEE HOUR
On Sunday mornings, we gather for coffee and treats
in the Narthex area and Fellowship Hall to socialize.
If you would like to find a place to sit and talk, there
is plenty of room in the Chapel Hearth.

Tim Ebbers, Jim Drew, Dale Priewe
Phil & Barb Copus, Ulan Price,
Tom Campbell-Outcault
Lyle & Jane Krug, Brett & Michele
Piefer, Jeanne Koch
Jack & Diana Fox, Dan King & Robert
Mayfield

If your name is on the list below for this month,
please bring in a treat to share. Some ideas are: 3 dozen cookies, treat bars, mini muffins, fruit, etc. Also,
please plan to help share in clearing the hospitality
station at the end of the hour.

GREETERS
1/06

Tim & Tom Campbell-Outcault

1/13

Sandy DeBoer & Bonnie Gennusa

1/18

Greg & Anita Bicksler

1/27

Shirley Ifert & Lorraine McMurray

To ensure everyone has an opportunity to share, dates
are assigned alphabetically from the members and
friends directory. If you are unable to help at this
time, please let the church office know.

1/06 Mary Spencer, Vicki Spyrison, Roger & Deb
Swanlund, Dana & Dave Underhill, Glenn &
Marilyn Underwood, Don & Norma Valkema

WELCOMERS
1/06

Steve & Lisa Schubert

1/13

Edee Rosenstiel & Janet Piefer

1/20

Tim & Lisa Ebbers

1/27

Carla Meyer & Mary Frazee

1/13 Jeff & Sally Wagner, Greg Ware & Melinda
Fruth, Patty Weik, Dan & Pam Wessel, Dee
Agnew, Carol Ahrens
1/20 Terry & DeLeana Atz, Alex Bertram, Regina
Bertram, Greg & Anita Bicksler, Tara Boddie,
Marsha Boll,

INFANT AND TODDLER ROOM
1/06
1/13
1/20
1/27

Pam Wessel
Carla Meyer
Jill Kuntz
Volunteer Needed

1/27 Stan & Sylvia Bomgarden, Thompson Brandt,
Tim & Tom Campbell-Outcault, Don & Ronnie Clock, Bill Condie, Phil & Barb Copus

COMMUNION SERVERS
1/06

Anita & Bryce Bicksler, Thompson
Brandt, Phil & Barb Copus, Lisa Ebbers,
Tom Campbell-Outcault
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Place
Stamp
Here

Change Service Requested

CHURCH STAFF
Ministers: Members of the church
Senior Pastor:
Rev. Henry E. “Hank” Fairman
Ministry of Congregational Life
Pam Wessel
Administrative & Creative Assistant
Allison Sutton
Bookkeeper:
Heather Schiess

Hank@stjohnuccfreeport.org
815-616-5626

OUR CALLING STATEMENT

Pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org

To be a Sacred Place to Inspire Faith
and Nurture Compassion

Allison@stjohnuccfreeport.org
Heather@stjohnuccfreeport.org

Youth Ministry Assistant:
Choir Director: Gina Bertram

Madison Riddell
Organist: Carole Bertram

Pastor Emeritus: Donnley Dutcher
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OFFICE HOURS
Monday – Friday 9:00am—2:00pm
Church office (815) 235-2824
www.stjohnuccfreeport.org
www.facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport
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