TIDINGS
February 2019

A Monthly Sharing of our Mission and Ministry

SUNDAY SCHOOL
OPEN HOUSE
February 10, 11:15 am
Want to play in Godly Play? Interested in
praising with Kids’ Worship? Come find out
how much fun you can have while helping
our children and youth form their faith!
See p. 6 for more information.
NEW MEMBERS
INFORMATION SESSIONS
February 24, 11:30 am
All visitors and friends are invited to come
and share in this Winter’s New Member Information Sessions, immediately following
morning worship. See p. 2 for more information.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE
2019 ANNUAL MEETING
The 2019 Annual Meeting celebrated the affirmation of the
Governance Team’s revisions to the church Constitution and
Bylaws, positioning our ministry to be more agile and accountable in the coming years. This is a milestone moment in our
congregation’s conclusion of our Interim Period tasks.
Beginning in 2015, the Church Council began investigating
the best practices for church governance and ministry oversight. This led to the work of the Governance Renewal Team
(Dale Priewe, Tim Ebbers, Deb Scott, and Andrea Schrock,
with Rev. Hank Fairman) complete a line-by line reading of the
current documents, and creating a comprehensive revision for
the congregation to consider. In their words:
The Governance Renewal Team… reviewed the 2013 version of the
Constitution and Bylaws in their entirety, with a goal of a modern,
agile system of governance for the congregation. The Constitution
and Bylaws presented at the January 2019 Annual Meeting represent a full revision of the congregation’s governing documents.

SPRING SPIRITUAL RETREAT
April 26-27
With the Winter Spiritual Retreat being cancelled, it’s time to look to the blossoms of
Spring! Share in this opportunity to get away
to retreat, find solitude and community, to
be nurtured in mind, body, and spirit.
See page 3 for more information

With the congregation’s unanimous affirmation of the
revisions, the “new” Constitution and Bylaws will be implemented with full compliance by the 2020 Annual Meeting.

PASTORAL LETTER FROM REV.
JOHN DORHAUER
Read the latest message from UCC General
Minister and President, John Dorhauer on
“being one” in Christ.
See page 4 for more information

We look forward to the Spring Meeting, where the next
group of leaders will be elected to the new structure, and
empowered to lead the governance and ministry of the congregation in the coming years.

The Congregation also received the financial reports
from the church and endowment fund. The generosity and
stewardship of the congregation was celebrated. The church
budget ended 2018 with a minimal deficit of $1,293, compared to the budgeted -$14,487 — a difference of $13,000!

Watch the TIDINGS for more on completing our
Governance Renewal, and responsible use of resources
in the coming months.
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER

NEW MEMBERS
INFORMATION SESSIONS
February 24, 11:30 am
Each year at this time, we reach out to those who
have visited our church in worship, gatherings, and
programs. We hope that you have found our congregation a place of extravagant welcome, and a place
that you want to make your own!

START THE NEW YEAR WITH A SONG:
Music Ministry at St. John UCC

Does your heart sing with the Psalms? Does your
Spirit soar with the songs? Is there joy in your heart
when you sing the hymns and praise songs?

All are invited to come and learn more about our
ministry. These gatherings will take place on Sunday
afternoons, immediately following morning worship.
A light meal will be provided. Childcare will be arranged as requests are made.

Come share in our ministry of music! Most groups
rehearse on Thursday nights:
5:30 pm - Sounds of the Spirit
6:30 pm - Bell Choir
7:15 pm - Chancel Choir
There is a place for all, regardless of age, experience,
or ability! Come make a joyful noise to God!

We will welcome those who wish to join as members
during worship on the first Sunday in Lent, March 10.

You can RSVP to the sessions by email to:

joinus@stjohnuccfreeport.org

Friends,

2018 ANNUAL FINANCIAL SUMMARY

Thank you all for your care and support in David’s
passing. Again, I am humbled by the love of this
wonderful congregation.

Actual

Budget

Difference

Pledged
Contributions

$231,700

$275,000

(-$43,300)

Goodwill from
Endowment

$36,851

Other Income/
Support

$99,249

$92, 800

$6,449

Total Income

$345,880

$367,800

(-$21,920)

Total Expenses $347,173

$382,287

(-$35,114)

Income

Thank you Carole & Keith, your music was lovely,
Pastor Hank , thank you for distilling the many words
in Mom Spencer’s journal down to something manageable while still keeping its spirit alive. Pam thank
you for another lovely luncheon.
Love to all, Mary Spencer
The deadline for submitting articles
for the March TIDINGS
is Tuesday, February 12.

Income/Loss
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$36,851

(-$1,293) (-$14,487)

$13,194

OUR LIFE TOGETHER

Want to celebrate and honor your loved ones for Valentine’s Day? Consider a gift to The Memorial Fund!
The Memorial Fund at St. John UCC exists to support the mission, ministry, and outreach of the congregation. The Fund was created from the generosity
of gifts celebrating the lives and impact of loved ones
and family members of the congregation.

Each year, members and friends of St. John UCC set
aside the daily grind for an overnight experience of
Spiritual Retreat. These days away occur regularly in
January, late Spring (April/May), and November.

In 2018, Church Council received a recommendation
from the Memorial and Tangible Gift Team to consolidate the memorial gifts into three designated and
one undesignated funds:

This year’s Spring Retreat will take place from April
26-27—a one-night for rest and spiritual rejuvenation,
an opportunity to get away to retreat, to find solitude
and community, and to be nurtured in mind, body
and spirit. The cost is $75 to cover lodging and meal
expenses.

Congregational Support Fund
Supports church members and their families in
times of financial need. Requests are made to
Care & Community Leadership Team.

In November we started a three-part series on the
theme of mysticism. The April retreat will focus on
how the mystics of our Christian and other traditions
can teach us ways to deepen our spiritual experience
of prayer and meditation.

Worship & Arts Fund
Provides for creative worship and artistic display throughout the church campus. Curated
by Worship & Education Leadership Team.

The retreats take place at the Sinsinawa Mound Center, a ministry of the Sinsinawa Domincian Sisters.
The center is located about fifteen miles northwest of
Galena, in Sinsinawa, WI. Rooms are reserved for Friday afternoon through Saturday afternoon.

Library Fund
The Laura S. Uthlaut Library Fund supports
the collection of resources in the church library. Managed by the Library Volunteers.

Undesignated Gifts Fund

Please speak with Judy Garkey, Hugh Knapp, or Deb
Rockey if you have questions about the retreat.

Allows special projects and non-budgeted
needs to enhance church life. Coordinated by
Church Council Executive Team.

To register, please add your name
to the sign-up sheet
on the bulletin board in the Narthex.

Take a moment today, and honor your loved ones in
this life or in the life beyond. To make a donation to
the Memorial Fund or to ask questions related to the
fund, contact Pam Wessel.
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A WORD OF JUSTICE
We give thanks for the leadership of the United Church of Christ at the National Offices in Cleveland, Ohio:
Rev. John Dorhauer, Rev. Traci Blackmon, and Rev. James Moos. The pastoral letter below was sent for the
Week of Christian Unity to all UCC congregations churches to promote the oneness of the body of Christ:

January 23, 2019
Dear Partners in Christ:
The vision of a body united - in purpose, in mission, in vision - is one that inspired the birth of
our denomination. All of our spiritual impulses reverberate in an effort to call us into a more perfect union. Throughout our shared history as a people of faith and as a part of the Body of Christ,
we have challenged ourselves to widen the circle of inclusion. Widening the circle has always come
with growth pains as we shed old skins and welcome those whom we had previously thought unwelcome. And, with each new articulation of a more fully expressed Body of Christ we have realized new joy. Through it all we remain focused on the call to be one and committed to meeting the
challenges inherent in that call.
We are now living in and through a season when the threats to unity are legion. Talk of walls
that mark refugees as threats, labels like 'terrorist' that attach too easily to Muslims, overt racial bias
that normalizes fear and hatred, a pandemic of abuse to women with the trigger reflex to forgive
the men who author that abuse have turned America into a land many of us no longer recognize
and that too many of us are finding harder and harder to reconcile with our faith.
Now more than ever, the Holy Spirit of the Living God and the Risen Christ is seeking to partner with anyone committed to unifying the human community. The gospel mandate to love our
neighbor as we love ourselves resonates deep within us. It calls for the better angels among and
within us to always resist impulses to hate, to condemn, to vilify, or to castigate. In such a time as
this, the United Church of Christ's call to fulfill the prayer of Jesus, that they may all be one, stands
as an urgent mandate to disciples who envision a just world for all.
United with you in God's service,

The Rev. Dr. John C. Dorhauer
General Minister and President
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OUR LOCAL & WIDER MISSION
FREEPORT AREA
CHURCH COOPERATIVE
In February we will be collecting Oatmeal

GLOBAL MINISTRIES
MONTHLY PRAYER PARTNERS
FEBRUARY—NICARAGUA
The people of Nicaragua are living in difficult times.
Civil unrest continues despite efforts for peace. Over
the past several decades Nicaragua has lived through
military dictatorships, devastating earthquakes and
hurricanes, revolution and counter-revolution, and
wide spread poverty. Global Ministries partner the
Moravian Church of Nicaragua focuses on ministering to the people of the east coast.

Please drop off donations in the carts in the church
entryway. Because of your generosity, we are able to
deliver donations to FACC twice a month!

RED CAN UPDATE
Personal Care and Household items are always in high
demand at the FACC Pantry. This includes items like
toothpaste, hand soap, household and laundry cleaners, and feminine care supplies. You can help with
financial support in the FACC Red Can on the first
Sunday of each month. Please make checks payable to
St. John UCC..

The Moravian church maintains several schools in
eastern Nicaragua. The universities offer education to
those without the resources to travel to the capital
city, Managua, or to west coast cities. In addition to
traditional classes, studies are offered that relate directly to aspects of the coast, such as forestry, sustainable farming, fish cultivation, mining, and environmental care. Despite the many daily economic and
social challenges in this country, the Moravian Church
in Nicaragua continues to provide mutual support and
services to our neighbor in Nicaragua.

FACC Chicago Avenue Mission
Homeless Shelter Dinner Volunteers
A team from our congregation is organizing meals on
every Wednesday for the Chicago Avenue Shelter,
from October to May.
A big thanks to everyone who is helping to cook up
this mission to the Freeport community!

Global Ministries is a partnership ministry between the United
Church of Christ and the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ). For more information, please visit:

If you feel called to share your culinary gifts and want to help,
please contact Dan King or Pam Wessel to join the team!

www.globalministries.org
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FAITH FORMATION MINISTRIES
CHILDREN’S FORMATION MINISTIES

SUNDAY SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE
February 10, 11:15 am
Have you ever wondered why the children come back
from Sunday School with such huge smiles on their
faces? It’s because people like you give their hearts
and wisdom to help them form their faith!

Godly Play shares God’s word with our Pre-School
through 3rd Grade youth. Our certified teaching team
shares the building-block stories of faith using Montessori-style and models.
February’s stories will share the scripture stories of:
2/3
2/10
2/17
2/24

Come down to the Godly Play room and spend some
time with our Kids’ Church and Godly Play leaders as
they welcome you to share in the fun on Sunday
mornings. All youth members and adults are invited
to share in the conversation!

Parable of the Great Pearl
Parable of the Sower
Parable of the Leaven
Parable of the Mustard Seed

Drop in and meet our inspiring teaching team:
Kelly Priewe, Olivia Shaffer
Marla Kreeger, Sylvia Bomgarden, Andrea Schrock

Questions? Speak with Kelly Priewe or Oliva Shaffer.

5th/6th-Tuesdays | 7th/8th-Thursdays
3:00 – 5:00 pm
February will be a month of personal discovery in
HELIX. We’ll be looking at our families, our ancestors, and how they helped shape our lives today.

Kids’ Worship gathers our 4th-7th Grade youth as
they begin to creatively reflect on what God’s stillspeaking word is sharing in their lives.

Their journey is aided by Connect, a curriculum designed to meet the youth at a fun, age-appropriate
place.
2/3
2/10
2/17
2/24

This Month at HELIX
2/5 & 2/7 “We are Family”
2/12
“A Nation of Immigrants”

Conquered: Caesar
Conquered: Unit Review
Jesus-Ministry: Baptism
Jesus-Ministry: Disciples

2/14 No 7th/8th HELIX (Half-day)
2/19 & 2/21 “Family Recipes”
2/26 & 2/28 “Connected and Concerned”
For questions, or to register a youth for this year’s
meetings, send an email to: helix@stjohnuccfreeport.org

Come and see with our newest teaching team:
Tommy Priewe & Tara Boddie (and friends!)
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COMMUNITY AND FELLOWSHIP
First Saturday of the Month, 8:00 am
Come join the next gathering of the Men’s Ministry.
Join the lively group in the Chapel Hearth Room as
we share a few jokes and cover any number of topics
in the spirit of good fellowship. Coffee and donuts
are provided.

LEARNING OUR FAITH (LOF)
Sunday Mornings, 11:15 am

LOF will be completing the Marcus Borg’s Convictions
within a few weeks. We will be choosing a new topic
for discussion. If you have an interest in reading
about and discussing a faith topic, please join us when
we consider our next venture! We welcome all interested folks and we promise you will find that the hour
passes quickly!

PING Pong – Tuesdays, 9am , Room S 6B

ADULT FORUM
Sunday Mornings, 11:15 am
Come discuss the week’s topics, current events, and
how our faith guides us in action and witness.
First and Third Mondays, 6:30 pm
PRISM is a support group for LGBTQ youth, adults,
and those who love and support them.
This is a facilitated group, providing a safe space and
confidential community for people to share particular
concerns or issues they want the group to think about
with them, for a healthier outcome.

Wednesday Mornings, 9:00 am
Enjoy a mid-week break with an incredible group of
thoughtful Christians. This month, we will begin reading and discussing Melannie Svoboda’s book, With the
Dawn Rejoicing.

PRISM meets on the first and third Mondays. In response to feedback from the wider community that
there is a greater need for support for the LGBT
community in Freeport and Northwest Illinois, we are
available to talk at any time in between the meetings.
For more information on PRISM, our outreach to the
LGBTQ community, please visit our webpage:

RESOURCE GROUP-Thursdays, 9am
Coffee, treats, friendship, and more!
We will assemble the March TIDINGS on 2/28.

stjohnuccfreeport.org/open-affirming/prism
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THANKS AND CELEBRATIONS
FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
2/03 Max Lehman
2/05 Mary Eder,
Andrea Schrock
2/07 Pam Wessel
2/09 Abbey Newkirk

2/16 Gary Wilson,
Landon Rice,
Janet Piefer
2/17 Kevin Eckert,

2/11 Jack Fox

2/14 Vicki MacAdam

2/23 Diane Heilman,

Shirley Durrstein

Manor Court: Dorothy Ness

Debra Swanlund
2/21 Logan Kuntz

2/16 Alex Bertram,

OUR HOMEBOUND
MEMBERS AND FRIENDS
The following is a list of our friends who cannot leave
their residence and may love a visit or a card from
those thinking of them.

Parkview: Claire Biesemeier
Stephenson Nursing Center:
June Nagel, Betty Remmers

Patricia Schneiderman

Heritage Woods: Betty Carpenter

2/28 Jerald Watson

Provena: Jackie & Jerry Watson, Elva Piehn
Pearl Pavilion: Zael Klapp

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES

In their homes: Shirley Durrstein, Karen Salter,
Audrey Gianquinto, Joyce Bloyer, Shirley Fritzenmeier, Arlene Kreeger

2/11 Ulan & Cindy Price
2/25 Mike & Michelle Queckboerner

2/28 Ted & Joan Wootan
PRAYER CHAIN
DAILY BIBLE READINGS
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

Leviticus 19:1-18
Luke 10:25-37
John 1:19-34
John 1:35-51
John 2:1-12
John 2:13-15
John 3:1-21
John 3:22-36
John 5:1-18
John 5:19-47
John 6:1-21
John 6:22-40
John 6:41-71
John 7:1-24
John 7:25-52

Please Pray For
Dana Underhill, Melinda Fruth
Betty Mathews, Rae Ann McMurray

16 John 8:1-20
17 John 8:21-47
18 John 8:48-59
19 John 10:1-21
20 John 10:22-42
21 1 John 1:1-10
22 1 John 2:1-17
23 1 John 2:18-29
24 1 John 3:1-24

Keep an eye out for more information and
details on upcoming events in our weekly
e-blasts and Sunday bulletins!

25 1 John 4:1-21
26 1 John 5:1-21

Not receiving the e-blasts?
Send an email to

27 2 John
28 3 John

office@stjohnuccfreeport.org
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SERVING IN FEBRUARY
2/03

USHERS
Tim Ebbers, Jim Drew, Dale Priewe

2/10

Phil & Barb Copus, Ulan Price,
Tom Campbell-Outcault

2/17

Lyle & Jane Krug,
Brett & Michele Piefer

2/24

Jack & Diana Fox, Dan King & Robert
Mayfield

2/03

GREETERS
Marsha Boll & Connie Orde

2/10

Ron & Beth Slade

2/17

Donna Klapp & Sybil Scovill

2/24

Dave & Deb Rockey

2/03

WELCOMERS
Dee Agnew & Jackie Neebel

2/10

Bonnie Gennusa & Sandy DeBoer

2/17

Mary Frazee & Sharon Simler

2/24

Tim & Tom Campbell-Outcault

FEBRUARY COFFEE HOUR
On Sunday mornings, we gather for coffee and treats
in the Narthex area and Fellowship Hall to socialize.
If you would like to find a place to sit and talk, there
is plenty of room in the Chapel Hearth.
If your name is on the list below for this month,
please bring in a treat to share. Some ideas are: 3 dozen cookies, treat bars, mini muffins, fruit, etc. Also,
please plan to help share in clearing the hospitality
station at the end of the hour.
To ensure everyone has an opportunity to share,
dates are assigned alphabetically from the members
and friends directory. If you are unable to help at this
time, please let the church office know.
2/03 Perry & Martha Cowan, Jack & Marjorie
Criddle, David Crowell & Shawn Killingbeck,
Marv & Sandy DeBoer, Marilyn DeVries,
Jim & Gwen Drew

2/10 Donnley & Sandy Dutcher, Tim & Lisa Ebbers, Colin & Kathryn Ebbers, Holly Edler,
Kim Evans, Karen Ewing
2/17 Hank & Christina Fairman, Jack & Diana Fox,
Don & Vickie Franz, Mary Frazee, Denny &
Judy Garkey, Jack & Jill Gastel, Mary Geary

INFANT AND TODDLER ROOM
2/03
Volunteer Needed
2/10

Carla Meyer

2/17

Jill Kuntz

2/24

Pam Wessel

2/03

2/24 Bonnie Gennusa, Laura Hartman, Becky
Hebert, Linda Heidenreich, Diane Heilman,
Keith Hinrichs, Vanessa Hughes

COMMUNION SERVERS
Shirley Ifert, Shawn Killingbeck, Jack &
Jill Gastel, Marla Kreeger, Dylan Holbert,
Heath Atz, Sally Wagner
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ST JOHN UCC COUNCIL MINUTES FOR 12/17/2018

Present: Deb Scott-President, Dale Priewe-Vice President, Lisa Schubert-Clerk, Vanessa Hughes-Treasurer,
Shirley Ifert-Care & Community, Robert Mayfield and Mike Smith-members at large and Pastor Hank Fairman.
Absent: Judy Garkey-Mission & Outreach
Guests: Perry Cowan, Chair-St. John UCC Endowment Fund; Keith Hinrichs, Property Management Team Lead
Vanessa opened the meeting with prayer.
Financial- In Nov. the general fund was slightly over YTD budget all from pledges and giving, this did not include any monies from the endowments. We have reduced our deficit in this past year by approximately $10,000.
Ideas were, again, discussed as how to balance the budget soon. Also discussed were the care and maintance of
the house and expenses regarding the new staff position.
The Search Team continues to review interested candidates, Hank has made inquiries as to receiving additional
profiles.
The governance team presented their revisions to our by-laws to council for reviewing and will present it to the
Congregation, which is planned for Jan 13th.
Allison Sutton has resigned her position as secretary due to changes in her personal life, this was a mutual decision since she was hired as temporary to hire.
Reports:
Pastoral – Pastor Hank said, “It’s Christmas”. He thanks the music teams, choir, bell choir, SOS, etc., etc. and
the leadership of Gina Bertram and Carol Bertram.
Care & Community –They hosted the Hanging of the Greens brunch. There was no meeting in Dec. Communion to homebound continues, however, there is need for new Lay Care givers so there can be an increase in
the number of visits.
Mission & Outreach – Another change in distribution of funds next year will be to have a “grant” based need
for the places we have historically supported. The team has worked on defining the procedure and developed a
form for groups to apply for a grant. The hope is to help more groups.
Worship & Education – No Report
Admin & Resources – The exterior lights have now all been installed, there needs to be some adjusting of the
sensors. The program with ComEd was a cost of $1,200 to the church and ComEd picking up the remainder of
the $8,600 project. It is estimated a return in aprox. Six months. A grant of $8,500 for the security plan that was
developed with Career Tec. Will include electronic exterior doors and cameras at each entry and hallways 7-8
cameras inside and additional ones in the parking lot.
“What’s for Dinner”, a small company that prepares healthy meals that are packaged and delivered has inquired
about renting our kitchen to work out of on Tue., Wed. and Thursday at $50 per day. They have been at First
Methodist Church. Dale made the motion to affirm the contract the Property Management team has presented
(on a six-month trial). Mike seconded and the motion passed unanimously. We were told later that the business
has closed and they will not need our kitchen.
Adjourned at 8:45. Respectfully submitted, Lisa Schubert.
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CHURCH STAFF
Ministers: Members of the church
Senior Pastor:
Rev. Henry E. “Hank” Fairman

Hank@stjohnuccfreeport.org
815-616-5626

To be a Sacred Place to Inspire Faith
and Nurture Compassion

Pastor for Faith Formation
Coming Soon!
Director of Congregational Life
Pam Wessel

Pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org

Administrative & Creative Assistant
Lisa Elsner

Lisa@stjohnuccfreeport.org

Youth Ministry Assistant:
Choir Director: Gina Bertram

OUR CALLING STATEMENT

Madison Riddell
Organist: Carole Bertram

Pastor Emeritus: Donnley Dutcher
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OFFICE HOURS
Monday – Friday 9:00am—2:00pm
Church office (815) 235-2824
www.stjohnuccfreeport.org
www.facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport

