TIDINGS
December 2018

A Monthly Sharing of our Mission and Ministry

CELEBRATE ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS
AT ST. JOHN UCC
December 2
First Sunday of Advent
Come gather at Christ’s Table and ring in the season with our Handbell Choir as we
begin the Advent celebration. Communion will be served, open to all who wish to share.
No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here, as we
light the candle of Hope.
Hanging of the Greens (following worship)
Come share in fellowship brunch and an afternoon of preparing the church for the holidays. We’ll share in a meal together, and then break away to decorate the church for the
holidays. This event is for all ages, all abilities, and all gifts. Come share your time and
gifts!
December 9
Second Sunday of Advent
Come and settle into the season of Advent and Christmas with inspiring music from
Sounds of the Spirit , our contemporary music choir. We will hear the old stories of the
Prophets, and light the candle of Peace in our prayers for the future.
December 16
Third Sunday of Advent
Come hear the Good News of Christmas, presented by our Music Ministry. The Chancel
Choir will perform the cantata, Love Came Down at Christmas by Joel Raney . There is place
for you at St. John UCC as we continue the season, lighting the candle of Joy.
Christmas Caroling 4:00pm
Join us as we share our voices with our elder-care communities. Return to the church
and enjoy fellowship and refreshments afterwards.
December 23
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Come around the stable with the familiar songs of the Season. Carl and Dianna Cole will
share their ministry of music along with the St. John Winds, as we set our hearts on
Christmas. Lift your voice with us as we light the candle of Love.
December 24
Christmas Eve
Come and worship! Christ, the Light of our world is born anew in our hearts! Worship
for all ages begins at 5:00 pm, with a service of lessons, carols, and candlelight. Come and
praise as we light the candle of Christ.
December 30
Annual Chrsitmas Sunday Hymn Sing
Come and give thanks! Please join in a celebration of song as we share in our annual Christmastide Hymn Sing. Raise your voice in angel-like praise sharing in the favorite Advent and
Christmas hymns.
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER
A PRESENT OF PRESENCE THIS ADVENT
Wear your nametag this Christmastide!
Starting on the first Sunday of Advent, we’re challenging challenging each other to step up our extravagant
welcome and give a “present of your presence.”
Why should you accept the challenge? Because we are
a church of extravagant welcome, it’s a kind of basic
answer: It is hard to welcome others if we don’t know
to whom we are sharing coffee and conversation.
A nametag isn’t just a sticker; it’s a statement. By donning a simple “HELLO, MY NAME IS,” you are giving someone the present of your presence. It’s about
honoring one another’s identity. It’s about our culture
of extravagant welcome.
Scott Ginsberg, the self-defined “World’s Expert on
Nametags” suggests that there are some simple truths
that answer the question, “What’s in a nametag?”
Here are five bits of his wisdom:
1. A nametag is a permission slip to talk to someone.
It gives permission for you to say hello to a random person, and to them to say hello to you. The
sooner you know people’s names, the sooner it is
comfortable to start talking with them.
2. A nametag is an invitation for friendliness. It’s like
walking around saying, “Here. Take it. I’m giving
you an opening. I’m making this really, really easy.
All you have to do is say hello.”
3. A nametag is a disarming gesture. Wearing a
nametag means one less name people have to
worry about remembering. Thank God for the
assist!
4. A nametag is personalizes and humanizes someone. A name. A person. God’s gift of love and life
in the flesh—and you know what to call them!!
5. A nametag is a reminder to be open. They are a
reminder that it’s important and necessary and
powerful to be open and transparent with everyone. And they are a reminder that radical hospitality actually works!
This need for connection is especially in our hyperspeed, A.D.D. and (increasingly) socially isolated culture. Openness isn’t just valuable, it’s demanded.

So, here’s the best part: Every time you meet someone new -- and share your name -- it’s an opportunity
to embrace the Greatest Commandment: to love
God, and to love others as much as you love yourself.
The Care and Community Leadership Team has set
up a table with new blank tag inserts and a variety of
clippy tags, lanyard tags, and magnet tags to suit your
need, fashion, and mood. Show your fellow church
friends the love the Advent, Christmas, and into the
New Year. Grab that nametag, and be yourself!
See you in church, with my nametag on!

YEAR END OFFERINGS
Gifts of financial support to the ministries of St. John
UCC need to be delivered to the church office no later than 12/31/2018, 12:00 pm, to be accounted for
the 2018 tax year. Thank you for your continued financial support of our mission and ministries!
OCTOBER FINANCIAL SUMMARY
Income

Budget

Actual

Difference

Pledged
Contributions

$22,917

$17,356

(-5,561)

Other Income/
Support

$7,733

$5,316

($-2,417)

$0.00

$18,426

$18,426

Total Income

$30,650

$41,098

$10,548

Total Expenses

$31,857

$33,193

($-2543)

Net Income

($1,207)

$7,904

$9,111

Endowment
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER
POINSETTIA ORDERS
Are Due 12/2
Adding the bright red glow of beautiful poinsettias to
the warm glow of candlelight, our sanctuary will
ready to proclaim the message of Christmas. You are
invited to “remember a loved one or honor a family
member” by placing a poinsettia in our sanctuary at
Christmas. We are offering 6” potted plants at $11
each. You can take your plant home after our Christmas Eve Service, or we can deliver it to a shut-in if
your prefer. Order forms will be available in the narthex or the office. Please return your form by 12/2.

ADVENT DEVOTIONALS
Come, Lord Jesus: 2018 Advent Devotional is a unique collection of devotions that includes Scripture and prayer
for each day of Advent. Excellent for both individual
and group use. Composed by the UCC Writers
Group, this collection shares a progressive Christian
faith on the journey to the new birth of our faith at
Christmas. Advent Devotionals for adults are available for pick-up in the Narthex. We will also be sending home a family devotional with all the children.

“A Mason Jar Advent” Family Resources
Before there was plastic, we preserved summer’s
bounty in simple mason jars, so that even in the barren days of winter, we could taste God’s goodness
and foretaste the bounty and harvest to come.

MITTEN TREE AND
CHRISTMAS CLOSET
From November to December, our congregation
works with Amity’s Attic and Kid’s Coats and
Clothes, collecting mittens, hats, and gloves (no
scarves please). Additionally, sweatshirts, sweatpants,
sweaters, and heavy socks, and boots are appreciated.
Your donations will help keep the children of Freeport warm!

The “Mason Jar Advent” is a family count-down of
beautifully illustrated gift tags, each with an Advent
prayer, activity, conversation starter, or social media
prompt. As each day unfolds, you simply draw a card.
Day by day, week by week, prayer by prayer, action by
action, together your family will count down to that
holy night when God slips into the world.

Please place your donations in the Christmas Closet
in the Entryway, or in the baskets around
the Christmas Tree in the Narthex.
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Pick yours up at the Hanging of the Greens!

OUR WIDER MISSION & OUTREACH
MONTHLY
PRAYER
PARTNERS
December: Haiti
Life in Haiti is marked by either opulence or poverty,
where the wealthy are the minority yet control the
poor. House of Hope works to provide support and a
means of escaping the dangers poor, working children
face daily.

For over a century, the Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund has been a
tangible expression of God’s love and light in the
world. Year after year, United Church of Christ
(UCC) members and congregations have reached out
in kindness, compassion, and gratitude to those who
have faithfully shepherded our Church in the past and
who now find themselves facing unexpected financial
needs.

A program for children working as domestic servants
(“restaveks”), House of Hope also assists women and
girls who have been abandoned by providing them
with a safe place where they can learn skills such as
conflict resolution and a professional trade. Global
Ministries’ partner, the Ecumenical Foundation for
Peace and Justice (FOPJ), is a non-profit, ecumenical,
Christian organization that sponsors the House of
Hope in Port-au-Prince.

In 2017, UCC congregations and members generously
contributed over $1,500,000 to the Christmas Fund.
This enabled the United Church Board for Ministerial
Assistance (UCBMA), the charitable arm of the Pension Boards, to provide, on behalf of the whole
Church, Supplementation of Small Annuities, Retiree
Health Premium Supplementation, Emergency
Grants, and Christmas “Thank You” Gift Checks to
individuals in need.

At House of Hope, children are taught reading, writing, faith development, life-skills, and children’s
rights. Following Hurricane Matthew in 2016, House
of Hope expanded its services into the community
and provided food and hygiene items to families in
the heavily damaged southwest region. They also established income-generating activities with families in
need following the hurricane.

The theme of this year’s
Christmas Fund Offering is
The Light Is Surely Coming.
Our goal is to raise $1.7 million to help support these
ministries of light and love.

Prioritizing the return of children to school, House of
Hope worked with each family and child to ensure
whatever materials were lost or ruined by the hurricane were purchased so that children could attend
school as soon as they reopened after the hurricane.
House of Hope was able to provide this assistance
because of the assistance they received in response to
Hurricane Matthew in Haiti.

The recipients of your gifts are persons who have
faithfully served the church for many years. And now,
in their time of need, you can be the church to them.
We invite and encourage you to join thousands of
UCC members and congregations who will support
this year’s appeal and trust the light is surely coming.

Learn more at: https://www.globalministries.org/
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OUR LOCAL MISSION & OUTREACH

FACC Chicago Avenue Mission
Homeless Shelter Dinner Volunteers

FREEPORT AREA
CHURCH COOPERATIVE

A new mission opportunity is coming from some old
roots. Currently, most all of the meals served are prepared at FACC by staff. There obviously is a fair
amount of time and financial commitment that is
made to ensure our shelter clients are served and fed.

In December we will be collecting Cereal

Dan King is our team lead on this mission. He will be
organizing two meals every month for the shelter,
from October to May. Our nights are the second and
fourth Wednesdays.

Please drop off donations in the carts located at the
collection location in the church entryway.

If you feel called to share your culinary gifts and want to help,
please contact Dan King or Pam Wessel to join the team!

FACC Christmas Baskets
Your Spaghetti/Pasta is Due by Sunday, December
9th! Our traditional portion is 200 2 lb. boxes of spaghetti/pasta for the FACC Christmas baskets.
Please add your donations to the collection carts in the entryway

CHRISTMAS GIFTS
Due by Sunday, December 9th
The list of Christmas gift needs is on the bulletin
board in the Narthex. Please take a name and make
someone's Christmas a little more joyous by giving
them a gift they would otherwise not receive.

Red Can Update

We have heard from FACC that Personal Care and
Household items are in high demand. In October, we
began designating our FACC Red Can offering to filling this regular need.

All FACC gifts must be wrapped and labeled with the
name and number of the individual and delivered to
the church office by 12/9.

Please help with your financial support in the Red
Can on the first Sunday of each month, with checks
payable to St. John UCC. Thank you!
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If you take a name of an individual from Stephenson
Nursing Center, you may place the gift in a gift bag
with tissue paper, this way they can put names on the
items before giving. Salvation Army gifts can be left
unwrapped for their gift room.

FAITH FORMATION MINISTRIES
CHILDREN’S FORMATION
MINISTIES
There;s a Spirit of Chrsitmas running through the Sunday School
classrooms this month!

5th/6th-Tuesdays | 7th/8th-Thursdays
3:00 – 5:00 pm
During HELIX in November, the youth were introduced to ways to be aware and active in our community. Each session of HELIX went through a discernment process to decide on the one issue that they felt
needed to be addressed in our world, in Freeport, or
in their lives.

In December, Godly Play will share the scripture the
stories of: Advent
12/2 The Story of Advent: The Little Town
12/9 The Story of Advent: The Travelling Family
12/16 & 12/23 Special Joint Class

Kids’ Worship will focus on the stories leading up
to Christ's birth:

We want to praise the youth for their focus, honesty,
and engagement. They were--to a person--very present in the discernment. It was awesome to witness!

12/2 Advent: Annunciation
12/9 Advent: Nativity

Their work will continue this month, with a goal of
presenting their final engagmenet project in the new
year.

SPECIAL JOINT CLASS
Sundays, 12/16 & 12/23

This Month at HELIX
12/4-12/7 “12/11-12/13
Continuing development on Community
Action projects:
5th/6th-Homelessness and Hunger;
7th/8th-Suicide Awareness & Prevention

The Third and Fourth Sundays of Advent will engage
the story of Christmas in a fun, engaging way!
On Sunday 12/16, the Pop-up Children’s Choir will
help present the annual Christmas Cantata. Because
of this, the two teaching teams came up with an idea
to share the nativity lessons with the help of The Star.

12/18-12/20 Holiday Secret Santa

Gift Raffle/Swap
12/25-12/27 and 1/1-1/3

NO MEETINGS
Holiday Break

The movie was released in 2017, sharing the prophecies, the story of Mary and Joseph, the arrival of the
shepherds, and the wanderings of the Maji—all
through the lens of the animals that shared in the
journey to the manger. The viewing will continue on
Sunday, 12/13 as we prepare for Christmas Eve.

For questions, or to register a youth for this year’s
meetings, send an email to: helix@stjohnuccfreeport.org
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COMMUNITY AND FELLOWSHIP
First Saturday of the Month, 8:00 am
Come join the next gathering of the Men’s Ministry.
Join the lively group in the Chapel Hearth Room as
we share a few jokes and cover any number of topics
in the spirit of good fellowship. Coffee and donuts
are provided.

LEARNING OUR FAITH (LOF)
Sunday Mornings, 11:15 am

LOF has returned, with amazing studies, video discussions, and other experiences. This is a chance to
broaden and deepen your faith by delving into ideas
and hearing others express their thoughts.
We are all in the learning stage; you would NOT be
joining a group of "experts"!!

PING Pong – Tuesdays, 9am , Room S 6B

ADULT FORUM
Sunday Mornings, 11:15 am
Come discuss the week’s topics, current events, and
how our faith guides us in action and witness.
First and Third Mondays, 6:30 pm
PRISM is a support group for LGBTQ youth, adults,
and those who love and support them.
This is a facilitated group, providing a safe space and
confidential community for people to share particular
concerns or issues they want the group to think about
with them, for a healthier outcome.

Wednesday Mornings, 9:00 am
Enjoy a mid-week break with an incredible group of
thoughtful Christians. This month, we will begin reading and discussing Melannie Svoboda’s book, With the
Dawn Rejoicing.

Beginning this month, PRISM will host meetings on
the first and third Mondays. We have heard from the
wider community that there is a greater need for support for the LGBT community in Freeport and
Northwest Illinois.
For more information on PRISM, our outreach to the
LGBTQ community, please visit our webpage:

RESOURCE GROUP-Thursdays, 9am
Coffee, treats, friendship, and more!
We will assemble the December TIDINGS on 11/29.

stjohnuccfreeport.org/open-affirming/prism
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THANKS AND CELEBRATIONS
DEC. BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
12/03 Ray Nieman

12/24 Ruth Olson

12/05 Ted Wootan

12/26 Lucille Lee

12/12 Jack Criddle

12/27 Dorothy Ness

A big thank you to the Peanut Brittle Crew. From all
your measuring, cooking, pouring, pulling, bagging
and cleaning up, what a terrific crew. I am grateful for
your service.

Colin Ebbers
12/16 Thompson Brandt
12/17 Carolyn Moyer

12/20 Holly Edler

12/23 Marvin & Sandy
DeBoer

We had another wonderful Cookie Walk this year
raising $2500.00 for the general fund.

12/29 Jeff & Sally Wagner

Thank you to everyone who contributed in any way:
making phone calls, setting up, making those delicious
cookies, candy and snack mixes, The Peanut Brittle
Crews, The Resource Group, working during the
cookie walk, providing supplies or with your monetary donation. A special “Thank You” to anyone we
forgot! ALL were greatly appreciated.

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
1. Psalm 24

18. Isaiah 7:10-25

2. Luke 21:25-38

19. Isaiah 8:1-20

3. Daniel 12:1-13

20. Isaiah 8:21-9:7

4. Isaiah 44:1-28

21. Luke 1:1-25

5. Isaiah 45:1-25

22. Luke 1:26-56

6. Isaiah 48:1-22

23. Luke 1:57-80

7. Isaiah 49:1-26

24. Luke 2:1-20

8. Isaiah 52:1-12

25. John 1:1-18

9. Isaiah 60:1-22

26. John 1:19-34

10. Isaiah 61:1-11

27. John 1:35-51

11. Zephaniah 1:1-18

28. Revelation 5:1-14

12. Zephaniah 2:1-15

29. Revelation 7:1-17

13. Zephaniah 3:1-20

30. Romans 15:14-33

14. Malachi 1:1-14

31. Romans 16:17-27

-Vicki MacAdam, Chairperson

To our SJUCC Family:
John and I want to thank you for all the cards, calls,
emails and texts received following my open heart
surgery in August. We are most especially thankful
for, and humbled by, all the prayers and kind words
of support and continued strength as we both started
the healing process. Recovery has gone well and rehab is almost over. Unfortunately will need speech
therapy next to determine if the vocal cord damaged
during surgery will heal over time or if another surgery will be necessary. Needless to say, no more singing so glad I never joined the choir in AZ. Otherwise
all is well other than we both miss you and the Midwest very, very much…even the snow! We think of
you all much more than you probably realize.

15. Malachi 20:1-17
16. Malachi 3:1-18
17. Malachi 4:1-6

Wishing you a Thanksgiving of warmth and a Very
Blessed Christmas.

The deadline for submitting articles
for the January TIDINGS
is Tuesday, December 11.

Love, Paula Rawleigh
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SERVING IN DECEMBER
USHERS
12/02

Tim Ebbers, Jim Drew, Shan MacAdam,
Dale Priewe

12/09

Phil & Barb Copus, Ulan Price,
Tom Campbell-Outcault

12/16

DECEMBER COFFEE HOUR
On Sunday mornings, we gather for coffee and treats
in the Narthex area and Fellowship Hall to socialize.
If you would like to find a place to sit and talk, there
is plenty of room in the Chapel Hearth.
If your name is on the list below for this month,
please bring in a treat to share. Some ideas are: 3 dozen cookies, treat bars, mini muffins, fruit, etc. Also,
please plan to help share in clearing the hospitality
station at the end of the hour.

Ray & Jeri Nieman, Brett & Michele
Piefer, Jeanne Koch

12/23

Jack & Diana Fox, Dan King & Robert
Mayfield

12/24

5pm Service Volunteers Needed

12/30

Sharon Simler, Mary Frazee, Shirley Ifert

To ensure everyone has an opportunity to share, dates
are assigned alphabetically from the members and
friends directory. If you are unable to help at this
time, please let the church office know.
12/02 Ben & Lucille Lee, Jane Lehman, Shan & Vicki
MacAdam, Jean Mahon, Pam Manus, Betty
Mathews

GREETERS
12/02

Tim & Tom Campbell-Outcault

12/09

Ray & Jeri Nieman

12/16

Dave & Deb Rockey

12/23

Mary Geary & Lorraine McMurray

12/24

Tim & Lisa Ebbers Family

12/30

Sandy DeBoer & Bonnie Gennusa

12/09 Lorraine McMurray, Carla Meyer, Carolyn Moyer,
Jackie Neebel, Ray & Jeri Nieman, Deborah
Nordgren, Ruth Olson

12/16 Connie Orde, Lee & Nancy Otte, Diane Peterson,
Brett & Michele Piefer, Janet Piefer, Ulan & Cindy
Price, Dale & Kelly Priewe
12/23 Betty Pruitt, Mike & Michele Queckboerner, Dave
& Deb Rockey, Edith Rosenstiel, Marilyn Ruthe,
Floyd & Vivian Schlickman, Ken & Andrea
Schrock

WELCOMERS
12/02

Carla Meyer & Marilyn DeVries

12/16

Connie Orde & Marsha Boll

12/09

David Crowell & Shawn Killingbeck

12/23

Shirley Ifert & Linda Heidenreich

12/30

Edee Rosenstiel & Marge Criddle

12/30 Steve & Lisa Schubert, Deb Scott, Sybil Scovill,
Olivia Shaffer, Sharon Simler, Ron & Beth Slade,
Mike Smith, Stan & Carol Smith

COMMUNION SERVERS

INFANT AND TODDLER ROOM
12/02

Volunteer Needed

12/09

Carla Meyer

12/16

Pam Wessel

12/23

Jill Kuntz

12/30

Volunteer Needed

12/02
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Ray Nieman, Bill Condie, Lisa Schubert,
Brett & Michelle Piefer , Heath Atz, Dan
King

ST JOHN UCC COUNCIL MINUTES FOR 10/22/2018
Present: Deb Scott, President; Dale Priewe, Vice President; Lisa Schubert, Clerk; Vanessa Hughes, Treasurer:
Judy Garkey, Mission & Outreach; Mike Smith-member at large; and Pastor Hank Fairman.
Absent: Shirley Ifert-Care & Community. Due to a job change Jack Fox has resigned Council.
Financial:
The budget is about where we expected to be at this time of the year, as reported at the congregational meeting.
There was a discussion receiving financial report ahead of time of the council meeting to allow time for review.
Search Team:
The Search Team has begun to receive interested candidates, and will be setting up interviews in a timely manner.
Governance Renewal Team:
The governance team has nearly completed their revisions to our by-laws. The plan to present the revisions to
the congregation at the January 2019 annual meeting loo to be accomplishable.
Annual Giving Campaign:
The annual giving campaign has begun and will conclude on Nov 18th.
Reports:

Pastor’s Report – Pastor Hank has had a very full month; along with training a new employee and still being

short a staff person, the holiday worship planning, there were two funerals and one wedding. St John will participate in the community Thanksgiving service on Nov. 19th at St Paul Missionary Baptist Church.

Care & Community – No report.
Mission & Outreach – The Crop walk was extremely successful $12,610 was raised; of that 25% stays local.

(The LGTBQ team was a valuable help.) Sadie’s Project has collected enough items to fill 2 baskets, we will continue to collect for more baskets. The mission team has reallocated the budgeted amount of local mission support
for 2017. It will divide the funds between FACC, the NICAA “Reign of Love” special offering and other local
needs. The mitten tree will be put up soon and we are also collecting for Kid’s Coats and Clothes, with . Jennifer
Gennusa presenting a moment for mission.

Worship & Education – No report.
Admin & Resources – The “Green Team” has replaced exterior lights through a program with ComEd. The
program cost was $1,200 to St John and ComEd picking up the remainder of the $8,000 project. The thermostat
in the sanctuary has also been replaced to permit remote scheduling and monitoring.
Adjourned at 8:00. Respectfully submitted, Lisa Schubert.
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HOLIDAY OFFICE
HOURS
Christmas Eve, 12/24:
9:00 am - 12:00 pm
Christmas Day, 12/25:
Closed
12/26: Closed
New Year’s Eve, 12/3:
9:00 am - 2:00 pm
New Year’s Day, 1/1:
Closed
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Change Service Requested

CHURCH STAFF
Ministers: Members of the church
Senior Pastor:
Rev. Henry E. “Hank” Fairman
Ministry of Congregational Life
Pam Wessel
Administrative & Creative Assistant
Allison Sutton
Bookkeeper:
Heather Schiess

Hank@stjohnuccfreeport.org
815-616-5626

OUR CALLING STATEMENT

Pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org

To be a Sacred Place to Inspire Faith
and Nurture Compassion

Allison@stjohnuccfreeport.org
Heather@stjohnuccfreeport.org

Youth Ministry Assistant:
Choir Director: Gina Bertram

Madison Riddell
Organist: Carole Bertram

Pastor Emeritus: Donnley Dutcher
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OFFICE HOURS
Monday – Friday 9:00am—2:00pm
Church office (815) 235-2824
www.stjohnuccfreeport.org
www.facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport

