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August 2020 SPECIAL EDITION 

TIDINGS 
OUR EXTRAVAGANT WELCOME TO 

RACHEL LOHMANN KIRK, 

Pastor for Community & Mission Candidate 

 The Search Committee for our new associate pastor is excited to an-

nounce the conclusion of their discernment. Following the final interviews, 

we unanimously selected, through prayer and mutual consent, Rachel 

Lohmann Kirk as our candidate for the position of Pastor for Community 

and Mission for our church. Rachel will bring many gifts to our church, in-

cluding a fresh perspective, a ready smile, enthusiasm, patience, and caring 

for our youth. We anticipate that she will give a solid foundation to our 

newly formed pastoral position.  

 A lifelong member of the United Church of Christ, Rachel is approved 

for ordination by the Florida Conference of the UCC. Originally from 

Gainesville, Florida, she earned her Bachelor of Arts in Religious Studies 

from Grinnell College and her Master of Divinity from Vanderbilt Divinity School. She served as a chaplain resi-

dency at the University of Colorado Hospital, Aurora in Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE), and is currently 

providing faith formation programming for children and youth at Sixth Avenue UCC in Denver.  

 Pending an affirmative outcome at the 8/2/2020 Special Congregational Meeting, Rachel and her wife, Hay-

ley, will be relocating to Freeport in September. Please share your radical hospitality and extravagant welcome 

with Rachel and Hayley at the socially-distant meet-and-greet sessions and at the “Parking Lot” congregational 

meeting.   See Page 2 for full information regarding the Candidating Weekend Schedule. 

NOTICE OF CONGREGATIONAL MEETING—Second Posting 

All members of St. John United Church of Christ are called to a Congregational Meeting, 
August 2, 2020 at 1:00 pm 

in accordance with Article V (Membership), St. John UCC Constitution 
and Article I (Special Meetings) and Article VI (Call of a Pastor), St. John UCC Bylaws, 

The business to be conducted shall be: 

The reception of the report from the Associate Pastor Search Committee, including the nomination of 
Rachel Lohmann Kirk to the office of Pastor for Community and Mission. 

The presentation of the Terms of Call and financial compensation for the position of Pastor for Com-
munity and Mission 

The Motion to call Rachel Lohmann Kirk as the Pastor for Community and Mission and affirmation of 
the Terms of Call and financial compensation 

And any other business deemed appropriate by Church Council.  

   Signed, /s/ Lisa Schubert, Clerk of Council  



2 

 

CANDIDATING WEEKEND SCHEDULE 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 1: 

Meet and Greet Sessions 

There will be two Meet and Greet Sessions to meet 

with Rachel and her family, hear her life’s and spiritual 

journey, and respond to any questions you may have.  

These will be held at 1:00 pm and 3:00 pm. There will 

be a maximum in-person attendance of 32 people at 

each session. Each session will be shared in our Zoom 

meeting space. Questions can be asked through the 

Zoom chat box, or by emailing Rev. Hank by 12:00 

pm on Saturday. 

To register to attend a session in-person, please call 

Lisa at the church office - 815-235-2824 by 12:00 pm 

on Friday, 7/31/2020. Entrance will be limited to those who 

have registered. 

To join the Zoom meeting space: 

• Download the ZOOM app, from www.zoom.us 

• Enter the Meeting ID: 929-784-5943 

and Password: 2824 

• You can also call in by phone by dialing 312-626-

6799 and enter the same Meeting ID and Password 

when prompted. 

 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 2 

Morning Worship 

We will gather on Sunday morning to give God our 

thanks and praise, co-lead worship, share the Sunday 

message, and co-celebrate communion with Rev. 

Hank. This service will be live-streamed on Facebook 

so that everyone can feel our extravagant welcome. 

The livestream will begin at 10:00 am, and can be 

joined at: facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport/live 

Please note there will be no Virtual Coffee Hour this 

Sunday, as we will be preparing for the Congregational 

Meeting. At 1:00 pm.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 2: 

Special Congregational Meeting 

In our congregational polity, the calling of a person to  

join the pastoral team comes through the action of the 

congregation. The Body of Christ within a local 

church acts to affirm the gifts, skills, and ministry of 

an individual in the service of God to respond to the 

congregation’s mission on behalf of the wider church. 

In order to affirm our call for Rachel to join our min-

istry team, we need to have a quorum of 50 people. 

Unfortunately, 50 people is also the limit for any 

group to meet under Phase 4 of the Restore Illinois 

response to COVID-19. 

Again, God’s creative Spirit prevails! 

Our Congregational Meeting will be done as a 

“Parking Lot Meeting” with everyone remaining in 

their cars. We will provide online streaming and a hy-

per-local FM radio broadcast. The detailed instruc-

tions on how we will meet, park, discuss and discern, 

and ultimately vote appear on the next page. 

 

CHURCH STAFF 
Senior Pastor:  

 Rev. Henry E. “Hank” Fairman Hank@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

  703-473-3534 

Pastor-Elect for Community & Mission:  

 Rachel Lohmann Kirk  

   

Director of Congregational Life 

 Pam Wessel Pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

  815-275-7202 

Administrative & Creative Assistant 

 Lisa Elsner Lisa@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

  815-520-8701 

Youth Ministry Assistant: Madison Riddell 

Choir Director: Gina Bertram  

Church Musicians: Randy Cook 

Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Dr. Donnley Dutcher 

Email the church office at:     Office@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
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“PARKING LOT” CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

ARRIVING, PARKING, VOTING, AND DEPARTING 

 

Directions for Arriving: 

• Enter the church parking lot through south entrance off Church Street.  

• Proceed to the “Check-In Tent.” Each church member will receive a numbered Voting Card to tally the mo-

tions, and a Question/Comment Card for the discussion. The numbers are sequential to ensure a quorum is met 

for the meeting. 

• After receiving your Voting Card, follow the cones past the second light post.  You will be guided to an open 

parking space, facing the church building. 

• Please remain in your car.  You are encouraged to shut off your engine as a demonstration of Creation Jus-

tice.  Of course, all are welcome to roll your windows down for natural environmental comfort, though we 

recognize that the typical August weather may not allow everyone to do so. 

 

To take part in the meeting: 

• To hear the meeting: 

• For the livestream, go to facebook.com/st johnuccfreeport/live  on your smartphone 

(We are working to have a public WIFI in the parking lot to help with your connection); 

• For the hyper-local FM radio broadcast, tune your car radio to 97.1.; or 

• Roll your windows down, and listen to the Public Address system. 

• When a motion is raised (and is seconded for action): 

• If you have a question or comment, open your window and raise your Question/Comment Card. A microphone 

will be brought to you. Please say your name and speak clearly so everyone can understand your question. 

• Once the question is called, the moderator will ask “For those in favor” to raise their Voting Card. Please 

open your window and raise your card as high as possible. A team of at least three Counters will tally the 

votes. The same procedure will follow “For those opposed” to the motion. 

• Once the Counters agree on the tally, the outcome of the motion will be announced by the moderator. 

 

Direction for Departing 

• Please be patient as the meeting adjourns.  The marking cones will be removed with all due speed. 

• Be mindful that the front and back rows will be merging at the exit. 

 

We thank you in advance for helping to share in the safety of all attending the congregational meeting! 

Dale Priewe, Church Council President 

WEAR 

YOUR 

MASK 

SIX 

FEET 

APART 

WASH 

YOUR 

HANDS 

STAY 

AT 

HOME 
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Place 
Stamp 
Here 

Change Service Requested 

1010 South Park Boulevard 

Freeport, IL 61032 

www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 

ONE MORE THOUGHT: 

PAINT THE PORT 

A Social-distancing, Creative Community Event 

 St. John UCC is excited to continue as a sponsor of the Fourth Annual 

Paint the Port community event. In addition to our regular sponsorship, 

our Creation Justice Green Team will provide bio-renewable and com-

postable cups for the paint! 

 This year, we have 20 “Street Canvas” squares to share among our 

church community. All supplies will be provided: paint, brushes, mixing 

trays, etc. To reserve a Canvas, please contact Pam Wessel at the church 

office or email pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org. Also, please include your 

idea for your artwork. While we love the church’s Rainbow Window, we 

don’t want to end up with 20 unique interpretations! 

 This year’s Paint the Port is scheduled to take place on Friday, August 

28 from 4:00 pm until 8:00 pm. We hope that our area remains in Phase 4 

of the Restore Illinois Plan. If the situation changes, we will be in touch! 

Come and share in the fun!  


