TIDINGS
April 2019

A Monthly Sharing of our Mission and Ministry

LENTEN SUPPERS AND
DISCUSSION SERIES
Wednesdays, 4/3-4/10
Our weekly Lenten series continues through
April 10 with a meal served at 6:00 pm and a
program beginning at 6:30 pm.
See p. 4 for more information.
EASTER LILIES
In celebration of Easter, we will again
enhance and beautify our sanctuary with lilies
on Easter morning. The price is $15.00.
Dedications and donations for flowers are
due by 4/07/2019.
See page 2 to learn how to dedicate flowers for the
sanctuary each week.
SPRING SPIRITUAL RETREAT
April 26-27
It’s time to look to the blossoms of Spring
for God’s wisdom and presence! Share in
this opportunity to get away to retreat, find
solitude and community, and to be nurtured
in mind, body, and spirit.
See page 3 for more information.

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SUNDAY
AT ST. JOHN UCC
April 14
Palm Sunday
Sing “Hosanna!” with the children, as we enter the week recall the stories that begin Holy Week. Worship will start
with a traditional Palm Parade, led by our youngest friends.
The One Great Hour of Sharing Special Offering will be collected.
April 18
Maundy Thursday Tenebrae, 7:00 pm
Celebrate Communion as we remember the Last Supper,
pray with Christ in the Garden, and mourn with his followers at the cross. Worship will include the Tenebrae, a service
of shadows marking the story of Holy Week.
April 19
Good Friday, 10:00 am
Mark the hours of faithful witness at the foot of the Cross.
A special invitation goes out for this service to
our Senior housing residents and their lay visitors.
A brief service will contain reflective readings and song as
we continue to be watchful for Easter’s grace.
April 21

Easter-Resurrection Sunday

6:00—Sunrise Service, with Communion
The Sunrise Service will take place on the church lawn
(weather permitting).

10:00—Celebration Service
SPRING CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING
April 28, Following Worship
Join us to receive the 2018 Ministry Report,
and to elect and install the members of the
Leadership Teams and Council. Come and
celebrate the ministry of St. John UCC!
See page 2 for the official call to meeting.

Christ is Risen! Shout Hosanna! Celebrate this day of days
with the congregation. Come share in the transformation of
Good Friday to Easter, grief to new life!
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER
2019 SPRING CONGREGATIONAL
ANNUAL MEETING
All members of St. John United Church of Christ are
called to a Congregational Meeting, April 28, 2019,
following 10:00 morning worship, in accordance with
Article V St. John UCC Constitution and Article II,
St. John UCC Bylaws (2016 version).

“THE EARTH LAUGHS IN FLOWERS!”
Ralph Waldo Emerson offered this wisdom in his
poem, Hamatreaya. Our congregation loves the beauty
of flowers and the healing power of laughter!
On Sunday, April 28, we will celebrate Holy Humor
Sunday (with some of the best “worst jokes” to add
to our resurrection spirit). We’ll add to our laughter,
welcoming our community into worship by
“Flowering” the front yard and walkway.
We will collect flowers over the week of April 21-27.
More information on this fun welcoming project will
come through the month of April. Watch for a special
information sheet in the coming weeks.
Questions? See Lisa Schubert.
And speaking of flowers…

The business to be conducted shall be:
•

The receipt of the 2018 annual ministry reports

•

A Presentation on the Solar Energy Project

•

And any other business deemed appropriate by
Church Council.

Signed,
/s/ Lisa Schubert, Clerk of Council
Copies of the 2018 ministry reports will be available
one week prior to the meeting. Questions or
comments may be addressed to Deb Scott, Council
President.
Please Note: This is the “last” Spring Congregational Meeting.
In 2019, we will have one regular The revised Constitution and
Bylaws approved at the 1/27/2019 meeting will be in force
following the close of this meeting.

SANCTUARY FLOWERS
Help celebrate worship with a gift of flowers for our
weekly worship! Each week, an altar arrangement can
be dedicated in honor or memory of your chosen
designee. The church has partnered with Deininger’s
Floral Shop, who will work with you to make your
arrangement. A schedule of dedications can be found
on the Narthex bulletin board. Cost is $30, made
payable to St. John UCC. Pick your week to celebrate.

The deadline for submitting articles
for the May TIDINGS
is Tuesday, April 9.

FEBRUARY FINANCIAL SUMMARY
Income

Budget

Actual

Difference

Pledges/Gifts

$20,833

$18,386

($-2,447)

Other Income

$7,734

$5,261

($-2,473)

Total Income

$28,567

$23,647

($-4,920)

Total Expenses

$30,378

$26,466

($-4,212)

Month Total

($-1,811) ($-4,519)

($-2,708)

Year Income

$57,134

$43,959

($-13,175)

Year Expenses

$67,597

$48,138

($-19,459)

Year Total
2

($-10,463) ($-4,179)

$6,284

OUR LIFE TOGETHER

a UCC special offering for global justice
This year’s Spring Retreat will take place from April
26-27—a one-night for rest and spiritual rejuvenation,
an opportunity to get away to retreat, to find solitude
and community, and to be nurtured in mind, body
and spirit. The cost is $75 to cover lodging and meal
expenses.

Oebaki (pronounced Oe-ba-key) is a small village in
West Timor, Indonesia. It is considered one of the
poorest communities in the country. The prefix “Oe”
means water, but the drought has stolen this town’s
identity. Poverty abounds, and families struggle to
feed their children.
Imagine having a garden, but not being able to feed
your family, or digging into the sand of a dry river bed
in search of drinking water. Imagine your child has
been diagnosed with stunted growth, a preventable
early childhood condition with lifelong consequences.

The April retreat will focus on how the mystics of our
Christian and other traditions can teach us ways to
deepen our spiritual experience of prayer and
meditation. The retreats take place at the Sinsinawa
Mound Center, a ministry of the Sinsinawa
Domincian Sisters. Please speak with Judy Garkey,
Hugh Knapp, or Deb Rockey if you have questions
about the retreat.

Now imagine the world the way God intends. God
imagines a world where all are fed, everyone has
access to clean water, and all children grow up
healthy. The author of Ephesians writes:
“Now to God be the glory, who by the power
at work within us
is able to accomplish abundantly
far more than all we can ask or imagine...”
Ephesians 3:20

To register, please add your name
to the sign-up sheet
on the bulletin board in the Narthex.

Your gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS)
help make this world look more like the world God
imagines. In Oebaki, your gifts help support welltrained savings and loan groups that allow families to
buy resilient vegetable seeds, yarn for weaving, and
egg-laying chickens for a sustainable source of
protein. These enterprises produce excess goods that
families sell to generate income.

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED PRESENT:
“AGREE TO DIFFER”

April 26 at 9:30 am Bible Study
at St John United Church of Christ (Chapel Hearth)
This study is based on Ruth 1:6-18, the story of
Naomi, Ruth, and Orpah.
May 3rd at 1:30 pm May Friendship Day:
at St John United Church of Christ (Chapel Hearth)
It’s Friendship Day! Come enjoy a celebratory service
based on Ephesians 4:3.

That’s what happens when we imagine the world as
God intends. Through your gifts, a new reality exists
for families in Oebaki and around the world. Please
give generously!
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OUR LENTEN JOURNEY
Since the adoption of our congregation’s calling statement and the redux of our website in 2014, our congregation has described our understanding of how
God’s inspiring Spirit comes to us with the stamen
that we are a “Progressive Church.”

This year’s Lenten Series will begin on the second
Wednesday of Lent (one week later than our usual
schedule)
We’ll begin with a light supper to enliven our minds
and bodies, organized by the Care & Community
Leadership Team.

Often, the question comes to us: “What does it mean
to be a Progressive Church?”

We’ll then take time to consider how our journey in
Christian faith prepares us to encounter the novel and
transformative moments in our lives.

“Progress,” “Progressing,” and “Progressive” are
phrases that can lead us on a plethora of different
paths of inquiry.

We will do this with the help of some of the current
theological minds, opening the Gospel with a progressive and inclusive approach.

How does a “Progressive Faith” affirm and challenge
the traditions that brought us this far?
What are we called to do in our forming faith to be
“Progressive Christians?”

3/20 What does it mean to be ‘Progressive’:
A primer on the wisdom and the impact
of Progressive Christian faith

Over the four weeks of this year’s Lenten Series, we
will walk a progressive path, discovering the twists
and turns of these questions.

3/27 Progressive Lenses:
Opening the Hebrew and Christian scriptures
with an eye for new doubts and questions

We will do this with the wisdom from Rev. Lillian
Daniel’s book Tired of Apologizing for a Church I Don’t’
Belong To, Jim Wallis’ The (Un)Common Good, and Marcus Borg’s Reading the Bible Again for the First Time.

4/3

He/She/Zhe/They/We:
Addressing God in word, song, and prayer
with inclusive and expansive language

4/10 Between Caesar and God:
Living our progressive faith out loud
in public and political places

And if the book list scares you, don’t worry. The
group discussion, reflection, and videos will shape the
conversation with ease.

Come ready to grow, to challenge, and to question.
Come ready to receive, to reflect, and to respond.

We’ll have readings and reflections available the Sunday before to spark your interest. You might want to
bring your Bible each week, too, as we look at the stories in scripture for their progressive insight.

Come, and worship, and witness all that God is doing
in us and with us this Lent.
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OUR LOCAL & WIDER MISSION
GLOBAL MINISTRIES
MONTHLY PRAYER PARTNERS
APRIL—CHINA

Red Can Offering
Personal Care and Household items are always in high
demand at the FACC Pantry. You can help provide
these items with your financial support in the FACC
Red Can on the first Sunday of each month. Please
make checks payable to St. John UCC.

Elim Home, a residential home in Xuchang City,
Hena Province, China, provides care for school-aged
children formerly living in impoverished conditions,
children living on the streets, and children with
incarcerated parents.

Food Pantry
In April we will be collecting Au gratin Potatoes

Elim home provides them with housing, food,
education, basic medical care, and life skills. The
children are able to be children and have the freedom
to learn and grow. Children are organized in groups
of 8 to 10 as a family group, with one adult serving
the role of parent. The personal wellbeing of each
child is a top priority of Elim Home so that children
can grow in healthy ways physically and mentally.
Since there is no city water and much pollution,
Global Ministries funded a well project and now there
is reliable access to clean water at Elim Home.

Please drop off donations in the carts in the church
entryway. Because of your generosity, we are able to
deliver donations to FACC twice a month!
FACC Chicago Avenue Mission
Homeless Shelter Dinner Volunteers
A team from our congregation is organizing meals
every Wednesday for the Chicago Avenue Shelter,
from October to May. If you feel called to share your
gifts, please contact Dan King or Pam Wessel!

The children and staff have been generous, too, and
have held fundraisers to assist with the cost of
medical bills for children with health issues in the
nearby community. Elim Home is a project of the
China Christian Council and is a Global Ministries
Child Sponsor Center.

A big thanks to everyone who is helping to cook up
this mission to the Freeport community!

Global Ministries is a partnership ministry between the United
Church of Christ and the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ). For more information, please visit:
www.globalministries.org
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FAITH FORMATION MINISTRIES
CHILDREN’S FORMATION MINISTIES

5th/6th-Tuesdays | 7th/8th-Thursdays
3:00 – 5:00 pm
April continues the journey to spring’s warmth and
the rebirth of the earth’s creation. HELIX will take
time in April to focus on our planet, its health, and
what we can do to make the Earth a more hope-filled,
life-supporting place!

Godly Play shares God’s word with our Pre-School
through 3rd Grade youth. Our certified teaching team
shares the building-block stories of faith using Montessori-style and models. This month’s stories will
share the scripture stories of:
4/7
4/14
4/21
4/28

This Month at HELIX

Faces of Easter: Jesus heals and tells stories
Faces of Easter: Jesus offers bread & wine
Faces of Easter: Jesus is Risen!
Easter Eggs

4/ 2 & 4

Real Green Living:
Permaculture and Sustainable Care

4/9

What can grow there?
Addressing climate change

Drop in and meet our inspiring teaching team:
Kelly Priewe, Olivia Shaffer
Marla Kreeger, Sylvia Bomgarden, Andrea Schrock

4/11
No 7th /8th HELIX (Half-day)
4/16 & 18 Sustainable Ecosystems #1:
Planting Sealed Bottle Gardens
4/23 & 25 Sustainable Ecosystems #2:
Finishing Sealed Bottle Gardens

Kids’ Worship gathers our 4th-7th Grade youth as
they begin to creatively reflect on what God’s stillspeaking word is sharing in their lives. Their journey
is aided by Connect, a curriculum designed to meet the
youth at a fun, age-appropriate place.

CHANGE FOR CHANGE
Update for Summer Camp Collections

Thank you for your generosity in supporting the
Change for Change offering in January, February, and
March. We collected $736.39 in support of our members and friends participating in Illinois Conference
UCC Outdoor Ministries this summer!

4/7
Jesus-Ministry: Betrayal
4/14 Jesus-Ministry: Death
4/21 Jesus-Ministry: Resurrection
4/28 Jesus-Ministry: Unit Review
Come and hang out with our amazing teaching team:

Donations can still be made to the Summer Camp collection .
Contact Pam Wessel for information

Tommy Priewe & Tara Boddie (and friends!)
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COMMUNITY AND FELLOWSHIP
RESOURCE GROUP-Thursdays, 9am
Coffee, treats, friendship, and more!
We will assemble the May TIDINGS on 4/25.
LEARNING OUR FAITH (LOF)
Sunday Mornings, 11:15 am

LOF will be completing the Marcus Borg’ and John
Dominic Crossan’s The First Paul: Reclaiming the Radical
Visionary Behind the Church’s Conservative Icon. If you
have an interest in reading about and discussing a
faith topic, please join us when we consider our next
venture! We welcome all interested folks and we
promise you will find that the hour passes quickly!

First Saturday of the Month, 8:00 am
Come join the next gathering of the Men’s Ministry.
Join the lively group in the Chapel Hearth Room as
we share a few jokes and cover any number of topics
in the spirit of good fellowship. Coffee and donuts
are provided.

ADULT FORUM
Sunday Mornings, 11:15 am
Come discuss the week’s topics, current events, and
how our faith guides us in action and witness.

First and Third Mondays, 6:30 pm
PRISM is a facilitated group, providing a safe space
and confidential community group for LGBTQ
youth, adults, and those who love and support them.
PRISM meets on the first and third Mondays.

Wednesday Mornings, 9:00 am

For more information on PRISM, our outreach to the
LGBTQ community, please visit our webpage:

Enjoy a mid-week break with an incredible group of
thoughtful Christians. This month, we will continue
reading and discussing Melannie Svoboda’s book,
With the Dawn Rejoicing. Anyone is welcome to join at
any time.

PING PONG
Tuesdays, 9am, Room S 6B

stjohnuccfreeport.org/open-affirming/prism

2019 PRIDE IN FREEPORT
Save the Date:
PRISM is organizing “Pride in Freeport”
events over the weekend of June 21-23!
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THANKS AND CELEBRATIONS
APRIL BIRTHDAYS
4/01 Jill Gastel
4/03 Kimberly Levitski,
Jackie Neebel
4/06 Alyson Graham
Kirsti Williams
4/07 Keith Moffatt
4/10 Victoria Franz
4/11 Sylvia Bomgarden
4/13 Lanah
Queckboerner,
Steve Spyrison

OUR HOMEBOUND
MEMBERS AND FRIENDS
The following is a list of our friends who cannot leave
their residence and may love a visit or a card from
those thinking of them.

4/14
4/15
4/18
4/19
4/20

Gina Bertram
Kathryn Smith
Eric Olson
Dan Wessel
Grace
Queckboerner
4/21 Lavonne
Wagenknecht
4/22 Larry Kuntz
Sandra DeBoer

Oakley Courts: Betty Mathews
Manor Court: Dorothy Ness
PA Peterson Home—Audrey Gianquinto
Parkview: Claire Biesemeier, Dorie Defrane
Stephenson Nursing Center:
June Nagel, Betty Remmers

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES
4/01
4/13
4/14
4/19
4/28
4/30

Heritage Woods: Betty Carpenter

Mike & Susan Feagan
Hank & Christina Fairman
Tim & Patty Weik
Clifford & Diane Vowles
Don & Ronnie Clock
Richard & Sybil Scovill

Provena: Jackie & Jerry Watson
Pearl Pavilion: Zael Klapp
In their homes: Shirley Durrstein, Karen Salter, ,
Joyce Bloyer, Shirley Fritzenmeier, Arlene Kreeger

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

John 11:1-27
John 11:28-57
Luke 14:1-14
Luke 14:15-35
Luke 15:1-10
Luke 15:11-32
Luke 16:1-18
Luke 19:19-31
Luke 17:1-19
Luke 17:20-37
Luke 18:1-17
Luke 18:18-43
Luke 19:11-27
Luke 19:28-48
Luke 20:1-18

16

Luke 20:19-47

17

Luke 22:1-30

18

Luke 22:31-71

19

Luke 23:1-43

20

Luke 23:44-56

21

Luke 24:1-12

22

Luke 24:13-53

23

1 Peter 1:1-25

24

1 Peter 2:1-25

25

1 Peter 3:1-22

26

1 Peter 4:1-19

27

1 Peter 5:1-14

28

2 Peter 1:1-21

29

2 Peter 2:1-22

30

2 Peter 3:1-18

PRAYER CHAIN
Please Pray For:
Jim and Jeanine Gastman

I am back home and want to thank my church friends
for the flowers, cards, visits, and phone calls. All were
greatly appreciated.
Elva Piehn
Keep an eye out for more information and
details on upcoming events in our weekly
e-blasts and Sunday bulletins!
Not receiving the e-blasts?
Send an email to

office@stjohnuccfreeport.org
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SERVING IN MARCH
4/07

USHERS
Tim Ebbers, Jim Drew, Dale Priewe

APRIL COFFEE HOUR
On Sunday mornings, we gather for coffee and treats
in the Narthex area and Fellowship Hall to socialize.
If you would like to find a place to sit and talk, there
is plenty of room in the Chapel Hearth.

4/14

Phil & Barb Copus, Ulan Price,
Tom Campbell-Outcault

4/18

Maundy Thursday

4/21

Lyle & Jane Krug,
Brett & Michele Piefer

4/28

Jack & Diana Fox,
Dan King & Robert Mayfield

If your name is on the list below for this month,
please bring in a treat to share. Some ideas are: 3 dozen cookies, treat bars, mini muffins, fruit, etc. Also,
please plan to help share in clearing the hospitality
station at the end of the hour.

4/17

GREETERS
Janet Piefer & Donna Klapp

To ensure everyone has an opportunity to share,
dates are assigned alphabetically from the members
and friends directory. If you are unable to help at this
time, please let the church office know.

4/14

David Crowell & Shawn Killingbeck

4/18

Linda Heidenreich & Shirley Ifert

4/21

Dave & Deb Rockey

4/28

Mary Geary & Lorraine McMurray

4/17

WELCOMERS
Sandy DeBoer & Sharon Simler

4/14 Mary Spencer, Steve & Vicki Spyrison, Roger
& Deb Swanlund, Glenn & Marilyn Underwood, Don & Norma Valkema, Jeff & Sally
Wagner, Greg Ware & Melinda Fruth

4/14

Carla Meyer & Mary Frazee

4/21 EASTER—PROVIDED

4/21

Steve & Lisa Schubert

4/28

Bonnie Gennusa & Karen Ewing

4/28 Patty Weik, Pam Wessel, Dee Agnew, Carol
Ahrens, Terry & DeLeana Atz, Galen &
Carole Bertram, Gina Bertram

4/07 Steve & Lisa Schubert, Deb Scott, Olivia Shaffer, Sharon Simler, Ron & Beth Slade, Mike
Smith, Stan & Carol Smith

5/05 Greg & Anita Bicksler, Tara Boddie, Marsha
Boll, Stan & Sylvia Bomgarden, Thompson
Brandt, Tim & Tom Campbell-Outcault, Maggie & Michelle Cich

INFANT AND TODDLER ROOM
4/07
Jill Kuntz

4/14

Carla Meyer

4/21

Volunteer Please

4/28

Pam Wessel

4/07

COMMUNION SERVERS
Lyle & Jane Krug, Bill Condie,
Lisa Schubert, Brett & Michelle Piefer,
Sarah Priewe, Heath Atz
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ST JOHN UCC COUNCIL MINUTES FOR FEB. 25 2019

Present: Deb Scott-President, Dale Priewe-Vice President, Lisa Schubert-Clerk, Vanessa Hughes-Treasurer, Judy
Garkey-Mission & Outreach, Mike Smith-member at large and Pastor Hank Fairman.
Absent: Shirley Ifert-Care & Community, Robert Mayfield
Opening Prayer:
Rev. Hank opened with prayer, we each added a prayer block to the new prayer cross.
Financial:
Giving is strong for the beginning of the year some due to annual gifts. Our new administrative assessment Lisa
Elsner will also take on the financial responsibilities since Heather has resigned as of the middle of March. There
will be an adjustment to her compensation with the inclusion of more hours.
Associate Pastor Search Team:
The Search Team continues to review interested candidates, Hank has made inquiries as to receiving additional
profiles.
Reports:

Pastor’s Report– Pastor Hank reported that there have been a number of illness and hospitalizations during this
season, he has done many visitations. He is participating in the “One City” community service on March 3rd,
which may expand into a wider “peace making” city group. He will be attending a continuing education class to
be certified in non-profit fundraising, he will be gone March 11-15th. Easter season planning is underway.
Wednesday Soup and Discussion Series will be focused on “What does it mean to be Progressive Church?”

Care & Community – Will again be making the meals for the Wed evening Lenten study group. They will also

help provide meals to FACC on the Wed evenings that St John has agreed to provide while Dan King is recuperating.

Mission & Outreach – Dan Kreeger has been made vice president of the FACC Board of Directors. They are

increasing their providing meals, St John has agreed to Wed. evenings under the supervision of Dan King. (The
meals are also increasing in quality)

Worship & Education- Each group is meeting alternatively on Sundays after church while in transit on working
to get the team to work together again. As well as parent resourcing, An Easter egg hunt is planned on the front
lawn.

An all church event is planned for the week of Earth Day (April 22). This will culminate with a display of flowers
in the front lawn concluding on Sunday, April 28.
Adjourned at 8:45. Respectfully submitted, Lisa Schubert.
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Place
Stamp
Here
1010 South Park Boulevard
Freeport, IL 61032
www.stjohnuccfreeport.org
Change Service Requested

CHURCH STAFF
Ministers: Members of the church
Senior Pastor:
Rev. Henry E. “Hank” Fairman

Hank@stjohnuccfreeport.org
815-616-5626

To be a Sacred Place to Inspire Faith
and Nurture Compassion

Pastor for Faith Formation
Coming Soon!
Director of Congregational Life
Pam Wessel

Pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org

Administrative & Creative Assistant
Lisa Elsner

Lisa@stjohnuccfreeport.org

Youth Ministry Assistant:
Choir Director: Gina Bertram

OUR CALLING STATEMENT

Madison Riddell
Organist: Carole Bertram

Pastor Emeritus: Donnley Dutcher
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OFFICE HOURS
Monday – Friday 9:00am—2:00pm
Church office (815) 235-2824
www.stjohnuccfreeport.org
www.facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport

