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February 2023 A Regular Sharing of our Mission and Ministry 

TIDINGS 

Wherever you are on life’s journey, worship as one community every Sunday  
 

Come together in the Sanctuary or share in  
our streaming Online Worship every Sunday, 10:00 am: 

facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport/live 

 
ANNUAL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS  

The 2023 Annual Meeting marked the successes  
and challenges of our return to “typical” congregation-
al life and ministry after the two-year impact of the 
Coronavirus Period. While this has been a period of 
unprecedented stress in our world, our ministry has 
remained strong and Spirit-led. 

This year completed the extension of offices for 
our Church Council. We celebrate the leadership of 
Lisa Schubert, Recording Secretary; Vanessa Hughes, 
Treasurer; and Mike Smith, Member at Large; whose 
terms have come to completion. We welcome Lisa Eb-
bers as Vice President, Blake Musser as Treasurer, and 
Cindy Price and Jill Gastel as Members at Large. We 
also celebrate Jan Kunkle as she shifts her role on 
Council to be our Recording Secretary.  

We also celebrate the many ways our Care & Com-
munity, Mission & Outreach, and Worship and Educa-
tion Leadership and sub-Teams have shared God’s 
love in the past year. A major moment we shared walk-
ing in Christ’s Way was the passing of our “Racial Jus-
tice Congregation” covenant. There’s a great story in 
the 2022 report. And there’s a great story yet to be 
told, with the Spirit’s guidance in 2023. 

Please continue reading on p. 2 

 

 
PREPARING FOR LENT 

The Christian season of Lent offers us six weeks of 
reflection on our faith and our calling as God's people 
and creation. Every year, our faith community sets 
aside time for study and engagement. This year, we will 
share in a thematic study, titled Let Love Rise. 

This year, as we "rise" to a more typical calendar, 
we are  seeking your opinion on the best day and time 
for our gatherings. Please find the survey link below, 
and offer your wisdom on the right time to gather. 

https://bit.ly/2023LentSurvey 

See page 3 for more information 

 

 
ASH WEDNESDAY, February 22 

Dinner ● 6 pm / Worship ● 7 pm  

Ash Wednesday begins the period of 40 days of 
prayerful reflection that leads us to Easter. Join us for 
the annual community dinner followed by worship. 
This quiet, reflective service will include both the Sac-
rament of Communion and the imposition of ashes. 
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OUR GOVERNANCE AND MINISTRY 

The financial reports for 2022 were not presented 
at the meeting. However, Treasurers Hughes and 
Musser believe our finances are good and in order. 
They are reconciling some necessary transaction ad-
justments, and will ask for a special meeting to affirm 
these reports before the end of the first quarter. 

We do however want to say that our overall finan-
cial position in 2022 remained steady. We ended the 
year with a deficit in the General Fund of (-$3,208.98). 
This represents a decrease of (-$4,500) from 2021. We 
stared 2022 with a deficit budget, and ended with a net 
loss. But, our income exceeded our budget projections, 
and our expenses beat the cost projections, for a posi-
tive $5,343—a technically “black” deficit budget. 
Thank you all for your stewardship! 

The budget for 2023 was presented by Blake 
Musser, Incoming Treasurer. It is basically identical to 
the last two budgets, with the following changes: 

 The adjustment in pledges/identified income, 
marking the highest level of pledged support 
in our congregation’s history. 

 The removal of “Grants and Reimburse-
ments” line item, The Cost of Living increase 
for current staff, at a 3.0% increase; 

 The general expenses increases in property 
management, with additions to the cost of 
natural gas and contracting for lawn care; and 

 The 10% commitment in our Mission Giving, 
based on the prior year’s pledges and identi-
fied gifts, returning that to the 2020 level. 

The Finance & Resource Development Team will 
continue their work in the coming years. Their goal for 
this year is to strengthen our financial position and 
close the budget deficit this year and into future years. 

 

 

Our generous spirit shows in one additional area: 
The Solar Project. Our balance sheet shows the Long-
Term liability 26000-Blackhawk Bank/Solar Project at 
a value of $37,472.93. With our current rate of pay-
ment ($2,940/month), the total investment for our So-
lar Project will be paid in full by next January! To help 
retire this fund early, consider a gift in honor of the 
coming Spring! 

The Endowment Trustees reported on the state of 
the Endowment Funds. President Roger Swanlund 
noted a loss in all funds due to the current economy. 
Still, the Endowment’s long-term gains have outpaced 
any one moment in economic history. The fund totals 
can be found in the Annual Report. 

Finally, Rev. Hank reminded us of our congrega-
tion’s 175th Anniversary, 1848-2023. Throughout this 
coming year, we will celebrate in ministry, learn our 
history, and prepare for our future, “Inspired to always be 
the church we are called to be in Freeport and beyond.” 

In closing, we know that 2023 will have its own 
costs and joys. And we will celebrate what needs cele-
bration, and mourn the losses we encounter. Thank 
you, community of St. John UCC, for your progressive 
Christian witness and mission engagement that brings 
positive change to our community every day! 

DECEMBER FINANCIAL SUMMARY (UNAUDITED) 

Income Actual Budget Difference 

Pledges/Gifts $20,715 $25,000 (-$4,285) 

Total Income $36,928 $34,850 $2,078 

Total Expenses $42,311 $36,912 (-$5,399) 

YTD Income $419,578 $418,200 $1,378 

YTD Expenses $438,985 $442,950 (-$3,965) 

YTD Total (-$19,407) (-$24,750) $5,343 

Highlights from the 2022 Annual Meeting (Continued) 
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When Jesus preached his sermons and parables, he 
often used illustrations relating to everyday life at the 
time- farming, family, cooking and sharing meals. In 
order to understand his meaning, it is helpful for us to 
learn more about bread in Jesus’ time.  

From seed to harvest, milling to mixing, to wort 
and rising, making bread takes centered time and work 
and purpose. So too does our faith and spiritual life. 
Each week, our reflections will focus on part of the 
process, and on that parallel part in our processing the 
impact of Christ’s call that made us one in Disciple-
ship. 

Typically, our Lenten Study gatherings have taken 
place on Wednesday evenings with a light supper from 
6:00 pm and focused study from 6:30-8:00 pm 

This year, as we "rise" to a more typical calendar, 
we are  seeking your opinion on the best day and time 
for our gatherings. Please find the survey link below, 
and offer your wisdom on the right time to gather. 

https://bit.ly/2023LentSurvey 

The outcomes of the survey will be shared in advance 
of the March Tidings, so everyone can plan on joining. 

GREEN ENERGY REPORT  
 

Month Produced Used Difference 

November 3,816 kWh 4128 kWh 312 kWh 

December 1404 kWh 6,607 kWh 5203 kWh 

January 257 kWh 9587 kWh 9330 kWh 

OUR LENTEN JOURNEY 
This Lent, we will join together in  the reflection 

series, Let Love Rise, authored by two UCC pastors. 
Rev. Amber Neuroth, co-author of Let Love Rise, had 
this to say about the reason for this reflection: 

In my congregation, food has always been very im-
portant. We like to share meals after worship together. 
We have an annual chili and pie cook off. We have big 
engagement on ministries that address hunger and food 
insecurity. We bring meals to families with challenges. 
We love Holy Communion as we come forward to accept 
our places at God’s table, with all the costs and joys of 
that discipleship. 

We remember that Jesus called himself “The Bread 
of Life,” or that he said at the Last Supper, “This is my 
body broken for you.” We have come to know those 
elements as part of our ritual life of faith. Bread is part 
of church.  

What is harder to understand is what that bread 
meant to Jesus and to the people of his time. What is 
the connection between the physical recipe of bread 
and the spiritual preparation of Lent? How is God har-
vesting, mixing, and rising in our lives? How are we 
preparing and sharing those blessings of God?  

UCC WRITERS GROUP 
2023 LENT DEVOTIONAL 

From the writers of the popular 
online UCC Daily Devotional, this 
year’s devotional, Running From 
Empty, includes a biblical text, re-
flection, and prayer for each day. 
Copies available for pick-up.. 
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OUR WIDER MISSION & OUTREACH 
GLOBAL MINISTRIES 

MONTHLY PRAYER PARTNERS  

FEBRUARY-EL SALVADOR 

Along with many Central American countries, El 
Salvador experiences the challenges of poverty, ine-
quality, social disintegration, marginalization, and deni-
al of rights. 

In a country whose 12-year civil war claimed an 
estimated 75,000 lives, speaking out in opposition to 
the government can be a serious crime. The Lutheran 
Church of El Salvador has long believed that service 
and advocacy are fundamental to the Church's’ mis-
sion. They seek ways to promote sustainable develop-
ment, peacebuilding, and the promotion of people 
staying safe in their own countries.  

 
In these efforts, the Lutheran Synod operates pro-

grams including primary schools, a clinic, health edu-
cations, youth outreach, and organic coffee farm, envi-
ronmental protection programs, programs for people 
without homes and others 

 

Global Ministries is a partnership ministry between the 
United Church of Christ and the Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ). For more information, please visit:  

www.globalministries.org 

 
FACC FOOD PANTRY 

Our congregation’s generous support of the Food 
Pantry at FACC and its clients offers us a way to 
spread care and compassion throughout the year. In 
February we are asked to collect: 

Crackers & Cookies 

 

 
Donations can be placed in the collection carts in the 
Atrium entryway. 

 

 
CHICAGO AVENUE MISSION 

DINNER PROGRAM 

Our team continues to prepare weekly dinners for 
the guests at the Chicago Avenue Mission. The Mis-
sion is open throughout the year, and our team serves 
a home-style meal every Wednesday evening. Your 
generous gift of time and love fills hungry people with 
food and friendship!  

We are in need of people to cook a weekly meal or 
help out once a month. Contact Pam Wessel or Dan 
King for more information or to sign up to cook! 
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YOUTH FORMATION AND FELLOWSHIP 

 
HELIX—5TH-8TH GRADES 

HELIX is an afterschool program sponsored and 
hosted by St. John UCC that focuses on community-
building and social-emotional learning. HELIX meets 
each Wednesday from 3:00 to 5:00 pm.  

February Schedule 

  2/1  Practicing Rest 

  2/8  Dealing with Uncertainty 

  2/15  Cooking for FACC 

  2/22  Learning to Small Talk 

helix@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

www.stjohnuccfreeport.org/helix 

www.facebook.com/helixyouthoutreach 

www.instagram.com/helixyouthoutreach 

 

 

ST. JOHN YOUTH GROUP 
8TH-10TH GRADES 

Our first meeting last month was a success! Youth 
are interested in social gatherings and trips together, 
connecting with the congregation, and service to their 
wider community. Plans for monthly gatherings going 
forward, plus a fun group name, are in the works. 
Please contact Rev. Rachel to stay in the loop on 
events as they develop. 

 
GODLY PLAY—PRE-K-3RD GRADES 

The Godly Play class teaches Bible stories to 
younger children through Montessori-style play and 
materials.  

February’s lessons will include: 

  2/5  Parable of the Sower 
  2/12  Parable of the Leaven 
  2/19  Parable of the Mustard Seed 
  2/26  The Mystery of Easter 
  
 

 
KIDS’ WORSHIP—4TH-8TH GRADES 

The Kids’ Worship class helps older elementary 
and middle school youth begin to connect the dots be-
tween Biblical stories and their own experiences of 
God, using the Whirl characters and curriculum. 

February’s lessons will include: 

  2/5  Jesus Teaches About Prayer 
  2/12  Jesus Calms the Storm 
  2/19  The Transfiguration 
  2/26  Parable of the Good Samaritan 

 

 



6  

 

COMMUNITY GROUPS AND MINISTRIES 

 

FIRST MONDAYS, 6:30 PM 
 

PRISM is a confidential community group for 
LGBTQ youth, adults, and those who love and sup-
port them. PRISM meets at the church, 6:30-8:00 pm, 
on the first Monday of each month. 

The next meeting will be March 6.  

For more information on PRISM, please visit: 

stjohnuccfreeport.org/what-we-do/prism 
www.facebook.com/groups/prismlighthouse/ 

 
SUNDAY FORUM 

Sunday Mornings, 11:15 am 
Library 

 Come discuss the week’s topics, current events, and 
how our faith guides us in action and witness. This 
class gives attendees a chance to meet and get to know 
each other better as we explore and expand our faith. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FEBRUARY 26 
11:15 AM 

 
Come  enjoy an old time potluck meal with friends and 
family after worship.  Look through those recipes and 
come up with a new dish to try. You are invited to 
bring a dish to share. Table service and beverage will 
be provided.  Please sign up on the Bulletin Board in 
the Narthex so we can plan our seating arrangements. 

  

FIRST SATURDAYS, 8:00 AM 

Come join the next gathering of the Men’s Ministry. 

 

MOVIE NIGHT: SELMA (2014) 
Wednesday, February 8, 6:00pm 

Chapel Hearth Room 
 

 The Racial Justice Team invites you to a screening 
of Selma, a film depicting Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s 
work in the campaign for Black voting rights in Ala-
bama in 1965.  
 Join in the Chapel Hearth Room for snacks and 
drinks, and feel free to bring a brown bag supper if 
you like.  
 You can RSVP through the church office or by 
signing up on the bulletin board. Or just show up!  

 
 
 

RESOURCE GROUP 
THURSDAY, 2/2 - 9:00 AM 
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OUR CHURCH COMMUNITY 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

ST. JOHN UCC MINISTRY TEAM 
Senior Pastor 
 Rev. Henry E. “Hank” Fairman 703-473-3534 
 Hank@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

Pastor for Community & Mission 
 Rev. Rachel Kirk 352-215-7135 
 Rachel@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

Director of Congregational Life 
 Pam Wessel 815-275-7202 
 Pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

Bookkeeping Intern  Madilyn Diddens 

Digital Media Intern  Ben Lincoln 

Youth Ministry Assistants Madison Riddell, Dan King 

Church Musician Randy Cook 

Bell & Choir Director  Judi Buus  

Pastor Emeritus Rev. Dr. Donnley Dutcher 

Email the church office at: 
office@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

2/25 Mike & Michelle
 Queckboerner 

 

A CUP OF FELLOWSHIP 

Our weekly Coffee and Fellowship Hour has 
resumed. Hosts are needed to prepare treats and share 
in our extravagant welcome.  

Share in our extravagant hospitality each week, 
sharing four-dozen cookies, servings of fresh fruit, 
muffins, bars, etc. Please sign up on the bulletin board 
in the narthex or call the church office to reserve your 
week. Also, please plan to help share in setting up, 
serving, and clearing the hospitality station at the end 
of the hour. 

 

SUPPORTING OUR COMMUNITY: 
ONLINE AND AUTOMATIC GIVING 

To honor our Faith Commitment to St. John UCC, 
you can donate electronically. Here is a direct link to 
our Online Giving Portal: 

www.bit.ly/GiveToStJohnUCC 

This portal is powered by BREEZE/SWIPE, a secure 
platform for financial transactions. If you would like to 
cover the fees for this transaction, check the box in the 
lower left-hand corner. The fee collected from your 
transaction will be credited to your giving. 

If you prefer, you can always send a check in the mail 
or place your donation in the secure mailbox located 
on the left side pillar of the Atrium entrance off the 
parking lot.  

You can also sign up for ACH transactions, automatic 
deductions from your checking or savings accounts. 
Speak with Pam  in the church office. 

Thank you for your continued  
generous support of St. John UCC! 

 

2/03 Max Lehman 

2/05 Mary Eder 
 Andrea Schrock 

2/07 Pam Wessel 

2/11 Jack Fox 

2/14 Vicki MacAdam 

2/16 Alex Bertram 

 Janet Piefer 

2/19 Brennan Simler  

2/21 Logan Kuntz 
 Joan Flynn 

2/22  Chloe Kreeger 

2/23 Diane Heilman 
  Patricia Schneiderman 

 

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
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Place 

Stamp 

Here 

Change Service Requested 

1010 South Park Boulevard 

Freeport, IL 61032 

www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 

IT’S TIME FOR SUMMER CAMP! 

 
 

Registration for Pilgrim 
Park Camps is now open! 

 

 It’s that time again! We encourage all youth to at-
tend summer camp at one of the facilities of the Illi-
nois Conference, UCC. Both Pilgrim Park and Tower 
Hill Camp are supported through Our Church’s Wider 
Mission (OCWM). 

 For St. John UCC youth, we recommend Spirit 
Camp and Spirit Tenderfoot at Pilgrim Park in 
Princeton, Illinois, about 90 minutes from Freeport. It 
is great for our youth to spend more time together! 

 Through the generosity of the Change for Change of-
fering, we will cover all camp fees for all of our youth. 
Please register and then contact Rev. Rachel in order 

to be reimbursed. If the up-front registration fee is a 
burden, please contact her before registering to make 
arrangements.  

See more information and register at:  
www.il-outdoorministries.org 

Pilgrim Park Camps 

June 18-24: Sports Camp 
Grades 6-9, $475 

July 5-7: Grandparent & Me/Family Camp 
First Family Member $230 
Each Additional Family Member $130  

July 10-15: Spirit Camp 
Grades 3-10, $405 

July 13-15: Spirit Tenderfoot 
Grades K-3, $190 

July 23-28: Faith + Pride Camp 
Grades 7-12, $405 
A new camp for LGBTQ+ youth/allies 

 
 


