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January 2023 A Regular Sharing of our Mission and Ministry 

TIDINGS 

Wherever you are on life’s journey, worship as one community every Sunday  
 

Come together in the Sanctuary or share in  
our streaming Online Worship every Sunday, 10:00 am: 

facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport/live 

 
PANEL DISCUSSION 

Saturday, January 14, 2:00-3:00pm 

The Racial Justice Team invites you to a panel dis-
cussion on promoting racial equity in Freeport. The 
panel will feature speakers from local organizations 
actively working on racial equity initiatives.  

See page 4 for more information 

EINHUNDERTFÜNFUNDSIEBZIG JAHRE 
IN MISSION AND MINISTRY 

In June 1848, seven years before Freeport was in-
corporated as a city, a small group of German immi-
grants met at a house on the 300 block of West Pleas-
ant Street to welcome an auspicious movement of 
God’s ever-creating and still-speaking Spirit. 

With family names like Kochsmier, Tewes, 
Mengedohd, Boedeker, Hunkemeier, Reisenberger, 
Lesemann, Altenberg, Bodmann, Burkhard, and Beine, 
the Evangelische St. Johannes Gemeinde zu Freeport began 
its life and ministry. 

Now, some one hundred seventy five (or ein-
hundertfünfundsiebzig ) years later, we celebrate the begin-
ning of our demisemiseptcentennial year, living out our 
mission to be the church that God continues to call us 
to be in Freeport and beyond. 

Throughout this year, we will mark the milestones 
of our congregation’s mission and ministry, and look 
forward to the places that God is calling us to live out 
the Gospel that is known thorough our inclusive, pro-
gressive love. Watch the Tidings and our Facebook 
page for more on our anniversary celebrations. 

St. John UCC at 175: 
Inspired to always be the church we are called to be 

in Freeport and beyond. 

 
EPIPHANY BRUNCH 

Sunday, January 8 

Come and share in celebrating the Star 
that guides us by its light, 

welcoming the Christ Child and celebrating the New Year! 

With the star guiding us in thankful praise, we will 
gather in Fellowship Hall following worship for the 
renewal of our annual Epiphany brunch. 

To ensure we have enough food, please add your fami-
ly’s name to the signup sheet on the bulletin board. If 
you would like to add to the feast and fellowship, and 
make muffins or a coffee cake, please mark the appro-
priate box. Invite a friend to join in the fellowship! 
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OUR GOVERNANCE AND MINISTRY 

 
2022 CONGREGATIONAL 

ANNUAL MEETING 

All members of St. John United Church of Christ 
are called to the Annual Congregational Meeting, 
January 29, 2023, at 11:30 am in accordance with Arti-
cle V of the Constitution and Article I of the Bylaws of 
St. John UCC. 

The business conducted shall be: 

 The receipt of the 2022 ministry, financial, 
and endowment reports 

 The approval of the 2023 ministry & opera-
tions budget 

 And any other business deemed appropriate 
by Church Council. 

Signed, 
/s/ Lisa Schubert, Clerk of Council 

Copies of the annual ministry and financial reports 
and budget will be available one week prior to the 
meeting. Watch for information on in-person and hy-
brid meeting closer to the day of the meeting. 

 

2023 LEADERSHIP RETREAT 
2/11/23, 9:00-2:00 

The Church Council and Leadership Teams will 
meet for the annual visioning and planning retreat on 
Saturday, February 11, 2023. Seeking where God is 
calling us to serve in 2023 and beyond, we will review 
our current understanding of our mission, and begin 
our discernment for the next 5-10 years of our minis-
try.  

THANK YOU TO OUR 
TRANSITIONING LEADERS! 

We give thanks for all of the members of our com-
munity who give the many hours of meetings, of con-
versation, and of prayers that it takes to create and live 
out our mission at St. John UCC. 

This year, we give a prayer of thanks for three of 
those who are completing their years of service on the 
Church Council: 

Vanessa Hughes, Treasurer 

Lisa Schubert, Recording Secretary 

Mike Smith, Member-at-Large 

Each marks four years in their respective offices, and 
have served through the implementation of our re-
newed governance and ministry model (including an 
extra COVID year!). 

Well done, good and faithful ones! 

 

NOVEMBER FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

Income Actual Budget Difference 

Pledges/Gifts $18,682 $25,000 (-$6,318) 

Total Income $29,245 $34,850 (-$5,605) 

Total Expenses $35,134 $36,912 (-$15,190) 

YTD Income $382,715 $383,500 (-$785) 

YTD Expenses $398,834 $406,036 (-$7,202) 

YTD Total (-$5,889) (-$22,688) $16,799 
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OUR WIDER MISSION & OUTREACH 

 

MLK NATIONAL DAY OF SERVICE 
1/16/2023 

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. devoted his life to 
equality, social justice, economic advancement, and 
opportunity for all. He challenged us to build a more 
perfect union and taught us that everyone has a role to 
play in making America what it ought to be. 

By making service part of our daily lives, we can 
help realize Dr. King’s dream. Together, we can create 
and sustain opportunities for Americans to strengthen 
their own and other's economic opportunity, ensure 
that more young people graduate from high school, 
support our military families and veterans, and help 
communities prepare for and recover from disasters. 
Together, we demonstrate what it means to be citi-
zens. 

In 1994, Congress designated the holiday as a na-
tional day of service and charged the Corporation for 
National and Community Service (CNCS) with leading 
this effort. Taking place each third Monday in January, 
the Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service is the only 
federal holiday observed as a national day of service – 
a “day on, not a day off.” This day of service em-
powers individuals, strengthens communities, bridges 
barriers, addresses social problems, and moves us clos-
er to Dr. King’s vision of a “Beloved Community.”  

Find a place to spend your “Day On” 
www.americorps.gov/newsroom/events/mlk-day 

 

GLOBAL MINISTRIES 
MONTHLY PRAYER PARTNERS  

JANUARY - BOTSWANA 

Botswana is located in Southern Africa, north of 
South Africa. With a population  of 1.4 million, it is 
one of Africa’s most enduring multi-party democra-
cies. It is also one of sub-Saharan Africa’s most pros-
perous countries. Nonetheless, the distribution of in-
come is very uneven with large numbers of people liv-
ing with AIDS and/or in poverty. 

Sub-Saharan Africa is now the epicenter of Christi-
anity, with over 650 million Christians. Many people in 
Africa are turning to Christ, but there is a shortage of 
trained Christian leaders and clergy.  

 
Kgolagano College of Theological Education in 

Botswana offers academic training in theology includ-
ing post-graduate level training and accredited courses 
as degree, diploma, and certificate levels. 

Kgolagano College has a broad curriculum that ad-
dresses challenges in society such as HIV/AIDS, chil-
dren’s ministry and preschool education, and pastoral 
counseling. Their graduates serve member churches as 
priests, deacons, lay priests, Sunday school teachers, 
and church leaders. The College now has a flexible dis-
tance learning degree program where students receive 
virtual lessons, bringing much-needed theological 
training to a broader population. 

Global Ministries is a partnership ministry between the 
United Church of Christ and the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ). For more information, please visit:  

www.globalministries.org 
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FACC FOOD PANTRY 

Our congregation’s generous support of the Food 
Pantry at FACC and its clients offers us a way to 
spread care and compassion throughout the year. In 
January, we are asked to collect: 

Peanut Butter and Jelly 

 
Donations can be placed in the collection carts in the 
Atrium entryway. 

 

 
CHICAGO AVENUE MISSION 

DINNER PROGRAM 

Our team continues to prepare weekly dinners for 
the guests at the Chicago Avenue Mission. The Mis-
sion is open throughout the year, and our team serves 
a home-style meal every Wednesday evening. Your 
generous gift of time and love fills hungry people with 
food and friendship!  

We are in need of people to cook a weekly meal or 
help out once a month. Contact Pam Wessel or Dan 
King for more information or to sign up to cook! 

GREEN ENERGY REPORT  
 

Month Produced Used Difference 

October 4,700 kWh 2504 kWh -2,196 kWh 

November 3,816 kWh 4128 kWh 312 kWh 

December 1404 kWh 6,607 kWh 5203 kWh 

OUR MISSION AND GLOBAL IMPACT 

 
PANEL DISCUSSION 
Saturday, January 14 

2:00-3:00pm 

The Racial Justice Team invites you to a panel dis-
cussion with community leaders about their work for 
racial equity. Learn about local organizations leading 
equity efforts, the challenges they face, and how to 
support their work. Panelists include: 

 Dr. Shalonda Randle 
  Freeport School District 
 Kathryn Martinez  
  FHN 
 Min. Robert Bush 
  Freeport Ministers Fellowship Alliance 
 Patricia Norman 
  NAACP, Freeport Branch 

 The Team hopes to start a conversation about the 
state of racial equity in Freeport and to draw attendees 
from beyond our congregation. Please plan to attend, 
and help spread the word! 

 

Our summer Solar Energy production “banked” enough credits to pay 
for 4,200kWh of the electricity supply charges in December. Total 
Solar Power for the month was 5,604 kWh of the 6,607 kWh of 
electricity our church campus used last month! 
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YOUTH FORMATION AND FELLOWSHIP 

 
HELIX—5TH-8TH GRADES 

HELIX is an afterschool program sponsored and 
hosted by St. John UCC that focuses on community-
building and social-emotional learning. HELIX meets 
each Wednesday from 3:00 to 5:00 pm.  

January Schedule 

  1/4   In With the New! Welcome back! 

  1/11  Focus & Priorities 

  1/18  Resolving Conflict  

  1/25  Dealing with Uncertainty 

helix@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

www.stjohnuccfreeport.org/helix 

www.facebook.com/helixyouthoutreach 

www.instagram.com/helixyouthoutreach 

 

 

ST. JOHN YOUTH GROUP 
8TH-10TH GRADES 

Join for the first meeting of a new youth group on 
January 22, from 11:30-12:30 in the HELIX Room. 
We’ll eat lunch, get to know each other, play some 
games, and brainstorm possibilities for our time to-
gether this year. RSVP to Rev. Rachel by  1/19.  

Adults interested in volunteering with or support-
ing this new group should reach out to Rev. Rachel.  

 
GODLY PLAY—PRE-K-3RD GRADES 

The Godly Play class teaches Bible stories to 
younger children through Montessori-style play and 
materials. January’s lessons will include: 

  1/1  No Class—Join family in worship 

  1/8  Epiphany 
  1/15  Holy Baptism 
  1/22  Parable of the Good Samaritan 
  1/29  Parable of the Great Pearl 
 

 
KIDS’ WORSHIP—4TH-8TH GRADES 

The Kids’ Worship class helps older elementary 
and middle school youth begin to connect the dots be-
tween Biblical stories and their own experiences of 
God, using the Whirl characters and curriculum. 

January’s lessons will include: 

  1/1  No Class—Join family in worship 

  1/8  The Wise Men 
  1/15  Jesus is Baptized 
  1/22  Many Follow Jesus 
  1/29  Jesus Blesses Children 
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COMMUNITY GROUPS AND MINISTRIES 

 

FIRST MONDAYS, 6:30 PM 
 

PRISM is a confidential community group for 
LGBTQ youth, adults, and those who love and sup-
port them. PRISM meets at the church, 6:30-8:00 pm, 
on the first Monday of each month. 

The next meeting will be January 2. 

For more information on PRISM, please visit: 

stjohnuccfreeport.org/what-we-do/prism 
www.facebook.com/groups/prismlighthouse/ 

 

 
 

FIRST SATURDAYS, 8:00 AM 
Come join the next gathering of the Men’s Ministry. 
Join the lively group in the Chapel Hearth Room. 

 

 

 
 

SUNDAY FORUM 
Sunday Mornings, 11:15 am 

Library 

 Come discuss the week’s topics, current events, and 
how our faith guides us in action and witness. This 
class gives attendees a chance to meet and get to know 
each other better as we explore and expand our faith. 

 

 
 

RESOURCE GROUP 
THURSDAY, 1/5 - 9:00 AM 

Coffee, friendship, and more! 

Welcome friends, old and new, hearing about their 
life’s adventures. Share a muffin or cookie. Give a 
hand with church projects and mailings. Prepare our 
worship and fellowship spaces for Sunday morning. 
All are welcome! 
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OUR CHURCH COMMUNITY 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

ST. JOHN UCC MINISTRY TEAM 
Senior Pastor 
 Rev. Henry E. “Hank” Fairman 703-473-3534 
 Hank@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

Pastor for Community & Mission 
 Rev. Rachel Kirk 352-215-7135 
 Rachel@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

Director of Congregational Life 
 Pam Wessel 815-275-7202 
 Pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

Bookkeeping Intern  Madilyn Diddens 

Digital Media Intern  Ben Lincoln 

Youth Ministry Assistants Madison Riddell, Dan King 

Church Musician Randy Cook 

Bell & Choir Director  Judi Buus  

Pastor Emeritus Rev. Dr. Donnley Dutcher 

Email the church office at: 
office@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

1/2 Marilyn Ruthe  

1/5 Cindy Price  

1/6 Sally Wagner 
Helen Hartog 

1/8 Robert Luedeke  

1/9 Ruth Kuntz  

1/11 Wayne Bahn 
Joan Wootan  

1/12 Olivia Bertram 

1/13 Lexi Hartman 
Gerald Schneiderman 

1/15 David Gutschlag 
Leland Otte  

 

1/18 Albert Skwara 

1/19 Sandy Dutcher,  
Jeff Wagner  

1/20 Laura Hartman, 
Vivian Schlickman  

1/22 Greg Bicksle 

 Steve Young 

1/23 Jack Gastel  

1/24 Shirley Ifert 
Patty Weik  

1/26 Hazel Musser 

1/28 Hank Fairman  

 

A CUP OF FELLOWSHIP 

Our weekly Coffee and Fellowship Hour has 
resumed. Hosts are needed to prepare treats and share 
in our extravagant welcome.  

Share in our extravagant hospitality each week, 
sharing four-dozen cookies, servings of fresh fruit, 
muffins, bars, etc. Please sign up on the bulletin board 
in the narthex or call the church office to reserve your 
week. Also, please plan to help share in setting up, 
serving, and clearing the hospitality station at the end 
of the hour. 

 

SUPPORTING OUR COMMUNITY: 
ONLINE AND AUTOMATIC GIVING 

To honor our Faith Commitment to St. John UCC, 
you can donate electronically. Here is a direct link to 
our Online Giving Portal: 

www.bit.ly/GiveToStJohnUCC 

This portal is powered by BREEZE/SWIPE, a secure 
platform for financial transactions. If you would like to 
cover the fees for this transaction, check the box in the 
lower left-hand corner. The fee collected from your 
transaction will be credited to your giving. 

If you prefer, you can always send a check in the mail 
or place your donation in the secure mailbox located 
on the left side pillar of the Atrium entrance off the 
parking lot.  

You can also sign up for ACH transactions, automatic 
deductions from your checking or savings accounts. 
Speak with Pam  in the church office. 

Thank you for your continued  
generous support of St. John UCC! 
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Place 

Stamp 

Here 

Change Service Requested 

1010 South Park Boulevard 

Freeport, IL 61032 

www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 

A GIFT IN HONOR OR CELEBRATION: THE MEMORIAL FUND AT ST. JOHN UCC 

 The Memorial Fund at St. John UCC exists to 
support the mission, ministry, and outreach of the 
congregation. The Fund was created from the generos-
ity of gifts celebrating the lives and impact of loved 
ones and family members of the congregation. 

 In 2018, Church Council received a recommen-
dation from the Memorial and Tangible Gift Team to 
consolidate the memorial gifts into four funds, three 
designated and one undesignated.  

To make a donation to the Memorial Fund or to 
ask questions related to the fund, contact Pam Wessel. 

 

Congregational Support Fund 
Supports church members and their families in 
times of financial need. Requests are made to 
Care & Community Leadership Team. 

Worship & Arts Fund 
Provides for creative worship and artistic display 
throughout the church campus. Curated by Wor-
ship & Education Leadership Team. 

Library Fund 
The Laura S. Uthlaut Library Fund supports the 
collection of resources in the church library. 
Managed by the Library Volunteers. 

Undesignated Gifts Fund 
Allows special projects and non-budgeted needs 
to enhance church life. Coordinated by Church 
Council Executive Team. 


