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September 2022 A Regular Sharing of our Mission and Ministry 

TIDINGS 

Wherever you are on life’s journey, worship as one community every Sunday  
 

Come together in the Sanctuary or share in  
our streaming Online Worship every Sunday, 10:00 am: 

facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport/live 

 
ANSWERING OUR CALL TO BECOME  

A RACIAL JUSTICE CHURCH 
Sunday, September 18 

From our founding, our congregation has embodied 
its extravagant welcome whenever civil rights and ra-
cial justice were challenged. This summer, we set our 
hearts of  embracing this ministry in a new way. 

On Sunday, September 18, we will again meet to final-
ize this part of our mission, voting on the Resolution 
to adopt our “Racial Justice Church Covenant.” Please 
mark your calendars now, and come represent our con-
gregation’s commitment to end racism. 

See the official Call to Meeting on p. 2. 

 
Sunday, September 11, beginning at 10:00  

Come celebrate the start of a new season and school 
year, uniting our life and forming our faith! 

Come share in our extravagant welcome as we return 
from summer’s days of fun! Join in our extravagant 
welcome of worship, sharing stories of God’s blessings 
for us all. Stay for the annual Rally Day Picnic- Potluck 
and Yard Games. Share in community as we celebrate 
the radical hospitality of God’s all-embracing love! We 
will provide the meat and beverage, bring a dish to 
share. 

Please sign up on the bulletin board 
in the narthex. 

 
ANNUAL LABOR DAY HYMN SING 

Sunday, September 4 

Join in our annual hymn sing on Labor Day week-
end!  

This all-ages worship celebration brings our old fa-
vorites and our new-to-me hymns to voice. 

Come ready to sing God our praises! 

 
SOLAR PROJECT REDEDICATION 

Sunday, September 25 

It’s been two years since we saw the light! The Solar 
Project has produced over 160 mega-Watts of elec-
tric power! Come and celebrate our continued eco-
justice ministry and mission as a Creation Justice 
congregation 

See p. 4- for an update on our Solar Project’s impact. 
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Rehearsals Resume Thursday, 9/8 

 Have you missed singing in the choirs? How about 
ringing your handbells? Got a horn or flute to toot? 
Our Music Ministry groups are regathering for fall, 
winter, and beyond! See Judi Buus for more details, 
and join in rehearsals this autumn! 

 Starting this fall, the choirs will meet to rehearse on 
Thursdays. Each group will meet on a rotation built 
to accommodate our musician’s schedules: 

 6:30 pm - Bell Choir  

 7:15 pm - Sounds of the Spirit (1st  & 3rd weeks) 
     Chancel Choir (2nd  & 4th weeks) 

Come, bring your joyful selves, 
and make a joyful sound for God! 

COMMUNITY LIFE & MINISTRY 

 
CALL TO CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

9/18/2022, following worship 

All members of  St. John United Church of  Christ 
are called to a Congregational Meeting, September 18, 
2022, following 10:00 morning worship; in accordance 
with Article V of  the Constitution and Article I of  the 
Bylaws of  St. John UCC. 

The business to be conducted shall be: 

 The motion to affirm the St. John UCC Racial 
Justice Church Covenant 

And any other business deemed appropriate by 
Church Council. 
Signed,/s/ Lisa Schubert, Clerk of  Council 

 
FACC FOOD PANTRY 

Our congregation’s generous support of the Food 
Pantry at FACC and its clients offers us a way to 
spread care and compassion throughout  the year. In 
September, we are asked to collect 

Instant Potatoes 

 
Donations can be placed in the collection carts in the 
Atrium entryway. 

 

CHICAGO AVENUE MISSION 
DINNER PROGRAM 

 Our team continues to prepare weekly dinners for 
the guests at the Chicago Avenue Mission. The Mis-
sion is open throughout the year, and our team serves 
a home-style meal every Wednesday evening. Your 
generous gift of time and love fills hungry people with 
food and friendship!  

 We are in need of people to cook a weekly meal or 
help out once a month. Contact Pam Wessel or Dan 
King for more information or to sign up to cook! 
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OUR MISSION AND GLOBAL IMPACT 

 

STORYTELLING IN LAKOTA AND 
HO-CHUNK TRADITIONS 

Saturday, October 8 
2:00-3:30pm 

 The Racial Justice Team invites you to a family-
friendly event celebrating several Native American tra-
ditions. We will welcome Jerry Savage, an Elder of the 
Ho-Chunk Nation, and Mike Kohr, sharing a tradi-
tional Lakota Teepee. Jerry and Mike will share stories 
from Ho-Chunk and Lakota cultures and discuss the 
importance of storytelling in Native traditions. 

 
GLOBAL MINISTRIES 

MONTHLY PRAYER PARTNERS  
September—India 

The Durgapur Dioceses of the Church of North India 
is involved in a number of ministries that care for all 
ages and members of the community. 

These ministries include a thriving medical hospital 
and eye clinic, a nurse training program, an anti-
human trafficking program, homes for children at-risk 
of being trafficked, gardening projects, emergency re-
lief programs, and income-generating projects. 

 
The anti-trafficking programs of the Diocese continue 
to grow and the Diocese runs six child development 
centers and four residential homes. Each center pro-
vides a range of opportunities including formal educa-
tion, gardening, string instrument lessons, nutritional 
meals, medical check-ups, sports, sewing lessons, and 
more. 

More than 350 children attend programs at one of the 
centers of the anti-human trafficking program, and 
many others are awaiting admission into one of their 
residential homes. 

The Diocese of Durgapur raises funds for their anti-
human trafficking programs through local and interna-
tional relationships so they can continue these much-
needed services and open additional centers. 

Global Ministries is a partnership ministry between 
the United Church of Christ 

and the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). 

GREEN ENERGY REPORT  
 

Month Produced Used Difference 

May 3,180 kWh 2,464 kWh -716 kWh 

June 3,798 kWh 3,209 kWh -589 kWh 

July 2,967 kWh 3,878 kWh 911 kWh 
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TENDING OUR GENEROUS SPIRIT 

Our Environmental Stewardship 

 Since the 1970’s, our commitment to stewardship 
of God’s creation has expanded as our understanding 
of the intricate web of life on our planet has grown. 

 Our Solar Project went online in spring 2020. Since 
that time, it has produced over 160 mega-Watts of 
electric power! That’s equivalent to: 

 
 Our goal from the beginning, is to produce enough 
electricity to produce all of our electricity needs, with 
the sun and weather’s blessing. And we’re getting closer! 
As the Green Team said in 2019: 

We have chosen to boldly face the future and embrace the 
need for nurturing a healthier planet and the lasting 
benefits that come from that. 

Having chosen this path of environmental justice, we 
affirm God’s nascent pronouncement upon the newly 
completed creation: “…and indeed, it was very good.” 

Thank you for your spiritual support and prayers for 
this project!  

JULY FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

Income Actual Budget Difference 

Pledges/Gifts $14,303 $25,000 (-$10,697) 

Total Income $47,730 $34,850 $12,888 

Total Expenses $42,895 $36,912 (-$5,983) 

YTD Income $228,663 $243,950 (-$15,287) 

YTD Expenses $266,436 $258,388 (-$8,048) 

YTD Total (-$37,773) (-$14,438) (-$23,335) 

Our Generous Stewardship 

 On our fiscal stewardship: in the past decade, our 
electric utilities at the church averaged about $10,000 
each year. With the transition to solar, we have seen 
the actual expense for electricity fall half of this 
amount, and we are working on further reductions. 

 In supporting this initiative, we have pledged more 
resources than are needed to complete the project. 
The original cost was $205,000. We are less than 
$50,000 away from completing payment on the loan - 
four years ahead of plan! Generosity beyond the 
project will be used for future Green Church initiatives 
and mission projects of the congregation. 

Thank you for your generous financial support. Thank 
you for bringing this bold Creation Justice ministry 
into reality! 

           
SEEING THE LIGHT: 

The Environmental and Fiscal impact of the St. John UCC Solar Project 
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COMMUNITY GROUPS AND MINISTRIES 

 

FIRST MONDAYS, 6:30 PM 
 

PRISM is a confidential community group for LGBTQ 
youth, adults, and those who love and support them. 
PRISM meets at the church, 6:30-8:00 pm, on the first 
Monday of each month. 

The next meeting will be September 12. 

For more information on PRISM, please visit: 

stjohnuccfreeport.org/what-we-do/prism 
www.facebook.com/groups/prismlighthouse/ 

 
FIRST SATURDAYS, 8:00 AM 

Come join the next gathering of the Men’s Ministry. 
Join the lively group in the Chapel Hearth Room . 

 

RESOURCE GROUP 
THURSDAY, 9/2 

9AM 
 

Coffee, friendship, and more! 

 
ADULT FORMATION 

Resumes Sunday Mornings, 9/18, 11:15 am 

 Nurturing our spirit and faith is a central part of our 
continuing faith formation. It is a joy to gather again to 
stretch ourselves, to encounter God’s ever-revealing 
Spirit in our lives! 

 This fall’s Adult Formation begins with a look at 
our congregation’s mission and ministry. Pastor Hank 
will lead a two-week series on 9/18 and 9/25: 

St. John UCC 101: Yes, We’re That Church. 

What is our faith-filled history teach us about our mis-
sion and ministry today? What’s a Council and a Lead-
ership Team? What is God calling us to do and to be? 
Share in this lively discussion about our church’s min-
istry in Freeport and beyond! 

 

 
SUNDAY FORUM 

Resumes Sunday Mornings, 9/25, 11:15 am 

 Come discuss the week’s topics, current events, and 
how our faith guides us in action and witness.  This 
class gives attendees a chance to meet and get to know 
each other better as we explore and expand our faith 

 SPIRITUAL LIFE GROUP 
Details Forthcoming! 

Do you want to deepen your spirituality? To experi-
ence God as more “real” in your life? To learn about 
the spiritual experiences of others at St. John?  A small 
group is forming starting in November to explore spir-
itual life together. The group will meet monthly for 
just one hour each time.  Meeting dates and times are 
not yet determined. If you are interested in joining or 
have questions, please contact Judy Garkey, Lisa Schu-
bert, or Rev. Rachel Kirk.  
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YOUTH FORMATION AND FELLOWSHIP 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 
HELIX—5TH-8TH GRADES 

HELIX is an afterschool program sponsored and host-
ed by St. John UCC that focuses on community-
building and social-emotional learning. HELIX meets 
each Wednesday from 3:00 to 5:00 pm.  

September Schedule 

  9/7   HELIX: Grand Plans for the Year 

  9/14  HELIX: Playing to our Strengths 

  9/21  School Improvement Day—No Meeting 

  9/28  HELIX: TBD! 

helix@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

www.stjohnuccfreeport.org/helix 

www.facebook.com/helixyouthoutreach 

www.instagram.com/helixyouthoutreach 

 

 
SAFE CHURCH TRAINING 

Monday, September 19, 6:30-8:30pm 
Church members who volunteer with children or 
youth should attend a Safe Church Training to review 
our policies for protecting young people in our care. 
Pizza dinner provided.  

Please RSVP to rachel@stjohnuccfreeport.org. 

 
GODLY PLAY—PRE-K-3RD GRADES 

The Godly Play class teaches Bible stories to young-
er children through Montessori-style play and mate-
rials. September’s lessons will include: 

   9/11   Circle of the Church Year  

   9/18  Creation 

   9/25   The Great Family 

 

 
KIDS’ WORSHIP—4TH-8TH GRADES 

The Kids’ Worship class helps older elementary and 
middle school youth begin to connect the dots be-
tween Biblical stories and their own experiences of 
God, using the Whirl characters and curriculum. 

September’s lessons will include: 

   9/11   In the Beginning  

   9/18  God’s Covenant with Noah  

   9/25  Abraham and Sarah 

 

 

Because 9/4 is our Labor Day Hymn Sing, there 
will be no separate Sunday school classes. Chil-
dren are invited to sing along with the rest of the 
congregation! 
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OUR CHURCH COMMUNITY 

SEPTEMBER  BIRTHDAYS 

ST. JOHN UCC MINISTRY TEAM 
Senior Pastor 
 Rev. Henry E. “Hank” Fairman 703-473-3534 
 Hank@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

Pastor for Community & Mission 
 Rev. Rachel Kirk 352-215-7135 
 Rachel@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

Director of Congregational Life 
 Pam Wessel 815-275-7202 
 Pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

Bookkeeping Intern  Madilyn Diddens 

Digital Media Intern  Ben Lincoln 

Youth Ministry Assistants Madison Riddell, Dan King 

Church Musician Randy Cook 

Bell Choir Director  Judi Buus  

Pastor Emeritus Rev. Dr. Donnley Dutcher 

Email the church office at: 
office@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

SUPPORTING OUR COMMUNITY: 
ONLINE AND AUTOMATIC GIVING 

To honor our Faith Commitment to St. John UCC, 
you can donate electronically. Here is a direct link to 
our Online Giving Portal: 

www.bit.ly/GiveToStJohnUCC 

This portal is powered by BREEZE/SWIPE, a secure 
platform for financial transactions. If you would like to 
cover the fees for this transaction, check the box in 
the lower left-hand corner. The fee collected from 
your transaction will be credited to your giving. 

If you prefer, you can always send a check in the mail 
or place your donation in the secure mailbox located 
on the left side pillar of the Atrium entrance off the 
parking lot.  

You can also sign up for ACH transactions, automatic 
deductions from your checking or savings accounts. 
Speak with Pam  in the church office. 

Thank you for your continued  
generous support of St. John UCC! 

9/02 Claire Biesemeier, 
 Lisa Schubert 

Mike 
Queckborner 

9/03 Roger Swanlund 
Marilyn 
Undewwood 

9/04 Bill Condie 
 Nevaeh Graybill 
9/05 Michael DeBoer 
9/08 Carol Ahrens 
9/09 Angeline Walsh 
9/11 Heath Atz,  

Michael Weaver 
9/14 Olivia Shaffer 

9/15 Bryce Bicksler,  
Lexie Schrock 

6/16  Jocelyn Walsh 
9/19 Deb Scott 
9/20 Arnold Eder 
9/21 Deborah Fruth 
9/23 Elliot Fairman 

Barbara Luedeke 
Jeri Nieman 

9/25 Colton Krumm 
9/26 Maxen Hughes 
9/28 Tim Ebbers 
9/29 Carter Young 
9/30 Drew Dawson, 

Don Franz 
 Dan King 

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

9/02 Denny & Judy 
 Garkey 

9/03 Jack & Jill Gastel 

9/09 Steve & Lisa 
 Schubert 

9/12 Ron & Beth Slade 

9/16 Tom & Sharon 
 Hull 

9/19 Don & Vickie 
 Franz 

9/23 Terry & Deleana 
 Atz 

 

9/23 Jason & Andrea 
 Hathaway 

9/24 Tim & Lisa          
  Ebbers 

9/25 Steve & Kathleen 
 Monte 

9/25 Floyd & Vivian 
 Schlickman 

9/26  Logan & Andrea 
 Kuntz 

9/28 Dan & Marla
 Kreeger 

9/29 Steve & Vicki 
 Spyrison 
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Place 

Stamp 

Here 

Change Service Requested 

1010 South Park Boulevard 

Freeport, IL 61032 

www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 

ONE MORE THOUGHT: LGBTQ LEARNING AND ACTIVISM  

 

WEDNESDAY, 9/21 
Community Meal: 6:00pm 

Program with Rev. Rachel: 6:30pm 

 St. John UCC has been an Open and Affirming con-
gregation since 2012, explicitly extending our welcome 
to LGBTQ people. But language and understanding 
around sexual and gender identities is always changing, 
and we know that being fully open and affirming is an 
ongoing process too.  

 This presentation will discuss the current most pop-
ular language and terms for topics of sexual orientation 
and gender identity. We’ll explore a resource from 
More Light Presbyterians and talk about how to use 
our language to best support LGBTQ people in our 
church and beyond. We’ll also learn about tools for 
thinking and speaking about our own identities, what-
ever those may be.  

 Due to technological and confidentiality constraints, 
this discussion will not be livestreamed, but the re-
source we’ll watch together is publicly available and 
Rev. Rachel would love to share it broadly. Please con-
tact her to receive the link.   

RSVP on the bulletin board in the Narthex, by  
calling the church office, or by emailing 

joinus@stjohnuccfreeport.org 


