
SAVE THE DATE! 
 

 
Friday, 8/26, 4:00-8:00 pm 

Youth and families will gather from 4:00-6:00pm 

Make your mark on the streets of Freeport! Add your artistic spirit to our 
community! St. John UCC is again a sponsor of Paint the Port in 
downtown Freeport. 
 

 
Friday, 9/2, 6:00-8:00pm 

All parents of children and youth are invited to gather for a time of 
community and refreshments at the Freeport Club! Childcare including 
dinner will be provided at the church during the retreat. Please contact Rev. 
Rachel with questions or to RSVP. 
 

 
LABOR DAY HYMN SING 

Sunday, 9/4 

Join in our annual hymn sing on Labor Day weekend! This all-ages worship 
celebration brings our old favorites and our new-to-me hymns to voice. 
 

 
Sunday, 9/11 

Come share in our extravagant welcome as we return from summer’s days 
of fun! Join for worship, sharing stories of God’s blessings for us all. Stay 
for the annual Rally Day Picnic and Yard Games. Share in community as 
we celebrate the radical hospitality of God’s all-embracing love! 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP TODAY! 
We are delighted that you are here in celebration and worship 
at St. John UCC. The members and friends of our faith community hope 
that you will encounter God in a meaningful and profound way, and that 
God’s Spirit will inspire you today to live your faith out loud. 

If you cannot join us in person, you will always have a front row seat 
on our live stream at facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport/live. 

Assisted Listening Devices are available. Please ask an usher.  

Please remember to return your name tag on your way home. 
We will have them waiting for your return next week! 

We hope that you want to discover more about the congregation and its 
ministry in the community of Freeport, across our state and nation, and 
around the world. Please ask one of our ushers or visit us: 
 on the Web: www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 
 on Facebook:www.facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport 
 on Twitter: www.twitter.com/stjohnfreeport 

 

FOR OUR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
The Infant and Toddler Room is provided for ages birth to 3 years 
with age-appropriate activities and equipment in Room S3.  
(Please note: the Infant Room is not staffed at this time.) 

Children from kindergarten to fifth grade are invited to attend our 
summer Sunday School class following For the Child in All of Us in the 
worship service. The age range for this class is flexible, depending upon 
teacher capacity.  

 

 

 

NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
August 7, 2022 ● 10:00 am 

 

WELCOMING MUSIC and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE Jesus Smiles D. Franz 
  Don Franz, piano 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  Tim Ebbers 

One: All day long, God calls to Earth.  
All day long, Earth answers.  

All: The rivers run, and grasses blow, sand shifts 
Ocean tides rush in and out. 

One: All day long, God calls to Earth.  
All day long, Earth answers.  

All: Dusk to dawn, day to night, six days turn to seven.  
God’s people come together, friend and stranger.  

One: All day long, God calls to Earth.  
All day long, Earth answers.  

All: Let us join with all creation 
in praising our wondrous God.  

One: Come, let us worship God.  

 

*HYMN Jesus Take Us to the Mountain SILVER SPRING 
 (NCH #183, vv. 1-3, on screen) 
 

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

* An asterisk is an invitation to rise as one is able (in body or spirit). 
Please silence your mobile devices before the beginning of worship. 

 

ST. JOHN UCC STAFF 
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Rev. Henry E. “Hank” Fairman hank@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
 mobile: 703-473-3534 
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Rev. Rachel Kirk rachel@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
 mobile: 352-215-7135 
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Pam Wessel pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
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Digital Media Assistants: Ben Lincoln 
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Service Credits, Copyright, and Streaming Notice 
All music and hymns in this service are reprinted, recorded/podcasted, and/or streamed 
with permission obtained from: 

CCLI Copyright License # 2752305, Streaming License # 20105443, 
CCS PERFORMmusic and WORSHIPcast License # 13435. 

or OneLicense Copyright and Podcasting License # A-726513. 

Original compositions and arrangements remain the property of the artist, and are used 
with their express permission for performing, reprinting, recording, and streaming. 



GATHERING PRAYER 

 Silent Centering 

 Congregational Prayer (speaking together) 

 The inner workings of our minds are amazing, God.  

 Our thoughts and insights, 
actions and ideas create possibilities that become clearer and more 
defined as we look with intent in response to your call.  

 Because your presence dazzles us, 
because your voice speaks to our longing, 
because your beauty inspires us, 
because your power gives us hope, 
because your covenant graces us, 
we gather around you, O God,  
and are called into your resurrecting love. 

 We are transformed, transfigured, 
by your Spirit’s powerful comfort, 
by your Spirit’s gentle insistence. 

 As we gather together and look through the windows 
that open to life-giving, just, and faithful pathways,  
enlarge our faith that we might step beyond our places of comfort, 
assured that our actions will reveal your life-giving grace. 

 Amen. 

 

GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 2 Corinthians 4:3-10  Revised Standard Version 
 

FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US  Anita Bicksler 
 The Prayer of Our Savior 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread, 
and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For yours is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. 
Amen. 

 

ANTHEM  Jesus Dancing on the Water D. Franz 
  Don Franz, Piano 

 

GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 Mark 9: 2-8  Revised Standard Version 
 

MESSAGE The Transfiguration Rev. Becky Hebert 
 

*HYMN Since Jesus Came Into My Heart MCDANIEL 
 (AAHH #499, on screen) 

 

PRESENTING OUR HEARTS AND GIFTS TO GOD 
Gathering the Gifts with Praise 

 Offering Song ’Tis Good, Lord, to be Here arr. Blackwell 
 *Prayer of Dedication (speaking together) 
 By faith, we bring our offerings, a sign of our commitment, a 

desire to participate, and a trust in your promises.  

 Bless these gifts, and bless us, as we dedicate all that we have and 
all that we are for your work in our world. Amen. 

 
CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION 
 Sharing Celebrations and Concerns 

 Invitation to the Table 

One: Christ is with us; 

All: Christ is in our midst. 

One: Let us rejoice in the transforming light of this presence 

All: that enables us to be the people of God. 

 

 Communion Prayer 

 Breaking Bread and Pouring Wine 

Christ’s table is open to all who wish to participate. 
Please take a serving cup and wait to join everyone gathered together and at home 

in communion as one body in Christ’s extravagant welcome and love. 
 

 Prayer of Thanksgiving (speaking together) 

 We thank you, God, for inviting us to this table 
where we have known the presence of Christ 
and have received all Christ’s gifts. 

 Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another,  
and let us show forth your praise in our lives, 
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

*HYMN Restless Weaver BEACH SPRING 
 (CH# 658, on screen) 
 

*BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE Thy Strong Word arr. Weber 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS 
The community at St John UCC is blessed with a commitment to 
expanding the education and experiences of our youth.  

The Kampmeier Fund in the St. John Church Endowment was created to 
extend the generous spirit of our members and friends for educational 
scholarships. Members of our church community are invited to apply. 
Proof of acceptance or fall schedule from the school is required. While a 
specific amount of award cannot be determined until all applications are 
received, applicants should anticipate assistance with books and supplies  

Applications are available from the church office, or by emailing 
pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org. Questions? Call the church office. 

Deadline for Applications is Sunday August 14th 
. 

ICE CREAM SOCIAL 
Wednesday, August 10, 4:30-7 pm 

Come enjoy an evening of fun, food, and relaxation with friends from the 
St. John UCC community. The Care & Community Leadership Team is 
whipped up to bring back our annual summer Ice Cream Social.  Barbecue 
sandwiches, hot dogs, chips, salad will be served, along with cake, pie and 
ice cream to complete your meal! Tickets available Today. 

 

AMITY UNDERWEAR DRIVE  
There is a great need for new children’s underwear for underprivileged 
households in our community. We are called to reach out and let them 
know that we care. Please donate as you are able. 

A laundry basket can be found in the Entryway for your gifts. 
 

 

St. John United Church of Christ – Freeport, IL 
an Open and Affirming congregation, 

where God is Still Speaking, 


