
SAVE THE DATE! 
 

 
Sunday, 9/11 

Come share in our extravagant welcome as we return from summer’s days 
of fun! Join for worship, sharing stories of God’s blessings for us all. Stay 
for the annual Rally Day Picnic-Potluck and Yard Games. Share in 
community as we celebrate the radical hospitality of God’s all-embracing 
love! Bring a dish to pass, meat, beverages, table service provided.  Please 
sign up on the Narthex bulletin board. 
 

 
EVOLVING LANGUAGE:  

Talking about Gender Identity and Sexual Orientation 
Wednesday, 9/21 

 
St. John UCC has been an Open and Affirming congregation since 2012, 
explicitly extending our welcome to LGBTQ people. But language and 
understanding around sexual and gender identities is always changing, and 
we know that being fully open and affirming is an ongoing process too.  

This presentation will discuss the current most popular language and terms 
for topics of sexual orientation and gender identity. We’ll explore a 
resource from More Light Presbyterians and talk about how to use our 
language to best support LGBTQ people in our church and beyond. We’ll 
also learn about tools for thinking and speaking about our own identities, 
whatever those may be.  

Community Meal – 6:00pm; Program with Rev. Rachel – 6:30pm 

RSVP by email to joinus@stjohnuccfreeport.org or by phone to the 
church office at 815-235-2824. 

 

 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP TODAY! 
We are delighted that you are here in celebration and worship 
at St. John UCC. The members and friends of our faith community hope 
that you will encounter God in a meaningful and profound way, and that 
God’s Spirit will inspire you today to live your faith out loud. 

If you cannot join us in person, you will always have a front row seat 
on our live stream at facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport/live. 

Assisted Listening Devices are available. Please ask an usher.  

Please remember to return your name tag on your way home. 
We will have them waiting for your return next week! 

We hope that you want to discover more about the congregation and its 
ministry in the community of Freeport, across our state and nation, and 
around the world. Please ask one of our ushers or visit us: 
 on the Web: www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 
 on Facebook:www.facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport 
 on Twitter: www.twitter.com/stjohnfreeport 

 

FOR OUR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
The Infant and Toddler Room is provided for ages birth to 3 years 
with age-appropriate activities and equipment in Room S3.  
(Please note: the Infant Room is not staffed at this time.) 

Children from kindergarten to fifth grade are invited to attend our 
summer Sunday School class following For the Child in All of Us in the 
worship service. The age range for this class is flexible, depending upon 
teacher capacity.  

 

 

 

TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
August 28, 2022 ● 10:00 am 

 

WELCOMING MUSIC and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE Always Remember A. Crouch; arr. C. Cole 
  Carl & Dianna Cole 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  Diane Jochum 

One: We who have risen to embrace this day, 
 we who are weary in body and spirit,  

All: all are welcome in this sacred place.  

One: We who know the abundance of life,  
we who are left impoverished by harsh realities,  

All: all receive a sustaining measure of God’s love.  

One: We who are strong in mind and soul,  
we who are challenged by illnesses of many kinds,  

All: all are whole in the Spirit of God.  

One: We who have a voice and the strength to use it,  
we who whisper prayers in our hearts,  

All: all are invited to worship the God we love.  

One: We come, welcomed sustained, and whole. 

All: to worship and give thanks to our God. 

 

*HYMN (WAR #594) We Are Your People WHITFIELD 

 

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

Service Credits, Copyright, and Streaming Notice 
All music and hymns in this service are reprinted, recorded/podcasted, and/or streamed 
with permission obtained from: 

CCLI Copyright License # 2752305, Streaming License # 20105443, 
CCS PERFORMmusic and WORSHIPcast License # 13435. 

or OneLicense Copyright and Podcasting License # A-726513. 

Original compositions and arrangements remain the property of the artist, and are used 
with their express permission for performing, reprinting, recording, and streaming. 

* An asterisk is an invitation to rise as one is able (in body or spirit). 
Please silence your mobile devices before the beginning of worship. 

 

ST. JOHN UCC STAFF 
Senior Pastor: 
Rev. Henry E. “Hank” Fairman hank@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
 mobile: 703-473-3534 
Pastor for Community & Mission: 
Rev. Rachel Kirk rachel@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
 mobile: 352-215-7135 
Director of Congregational Life: 
Pam Wessel pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
Bookkeeping Intern: Madilyn Diddens 
Digital Media Assistants: Ben Lincoln 
Church Musician: Randy Cook Bell Choir Director: Judi Buus 

Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Dr. Donnley Dutcher 
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CELEBRATION OF BIRTHDAYS AND GIFTS 
Funds collected in this offering are directed to Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard 

 

GATHERING PRAYER 

 Silent Centering 

 Congregational Prayer (speaking together) 

 We give you thanks, Gracious God, 
that you invite us and all people 
into your presence, 
to feast at your table, 
to share together as equals, 
and to welcome one another. 

 We are gathered in and renewed through praise and worship. 
We are quick to receive your boundless welcome, 
and with eager spirits, share this sacramental gift 
with everyone we meet and with all creation. 

 Keep us ever mindful that it is by your grace 
that we are welcomed here. 

 May we never do anything 
to suggest that others of your children 
are any less worthy of your grace. 

 Keep us empowered to live our extravagant welcome, 
while welcoming ourselves again to sing praise to you. 

 Following in Christ’s Way, we pray. Amen. 

 

GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16  NRSV, Updated Edition. 
 

FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US  Barb Copus 

 Blessing of Backpacks  Rev. Rachel Kirk 

 The Prayer of Our Savior 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread, 
and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For yours is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. 
Amen. 

 

ANTHEM  Isn’t He Wonderful Spiritual 
  Carl & Dianna Cole 

 

GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 Luke 14:1, 7-14  NRSV, Updated Edition. 
 

MESSAGE At the Table Rev. Hank Fairman 
 

*HYMN (WAR #593) Lord, Speak to Me CANONBURY 

 

PRESENTING OUR HEARTS AND GIFTS TO GOD 

Gathering the Gifts with Praise 

 Offering Song Just to be Like Jesus Spiritual Chorus 

 *Prayer of Dedication (speaking together) 
 This is our place to learn and practice the way of Christ. 

 Here we will cultivate mutual love; remember those whose place is 
here, yet they are not yet free to be in their place. Here we will 
honor relationships that nurture faithfulness and fullness. 

 Through the gifts we bring and the lives we live we will hold 
loosely to our worldly wealth and share what we have to do the 
good we can. In God’s love, we will go out to offer hospitality. 

 Amen. 

 

SHARING CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS 

 Prayers of the People 

 Pastoral Prayer 

 

*HYMN  Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning 
 (NCH#369, on screen)  KEEP YOUR LAMPS 
  

*BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE Isn’t He Wonderful (Reprise) Spiritual 
  Carl & Dianna Cole 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

  
VOCAL CHOIRS KICK-OFF GATHEIRNG 

TODAY, Following Worship 

Does your heart sing with the Psalms? Does your Spirit soar with the 
songs? Is there joy in your heart when you sing the hymns and praise 
songs? Come share in a brief meeting as we organize our music ministry 
at St. John UCC. We look forward to our usual ensembles: Sounds of the 
Spirit, Bell Choir and Chancel Choir; and for all of the new ways that God 
will bring us to sing praise! Come make a joyful noise to God! 
 

 
 

 

 
Friday, 9/2, 6:00-8:00pm 

All parents of children and youth are invited to gather for a time of 
community and refreshments at the Freeport Club! Childcare including 
dinner will be provided at the church during the retreat. Please contact Rev. 
Rachel with questions or to RSVP. 

 

 

 

 

 
LABOR DAY HYMN SING 

Sunday, 9/4 

Join in our annual hymn sing on Labor Day weekend! This all-ages worship 
celebration brings our old favorites and our new-to-me hymns to voice. 

St. John United Church of Christ – Freeport, IL 
an Open and Affirming congregation, 

where God is Still Speaking, 


