
SAVE THE DATE! 

 
Friday, 8/26, 4:00-8:00 pm 

Youth and families will gather from 4:00-6:00pm 

Make your mark on the streets of Freeport! Add your artistic spirit to our 
community! St. John UCC is again a sponsor of this year’s sixth annual 
Paint the Port event in downtown Freeport. 

 

 
LABOR DAY HYMN SING 

Sunday, 9/4 

Join in our annual hymn sing on Labor Day weekend! This all-ages worship 
celebration brings our old favorites and our new-to-me hymns to voice. 

Come ready to sing God our praises! 

 

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS 
Members of our church community are invited to apply for a scholarship. 
Proof of acceptance or fall schedule from the school is required. While a 
specific amount of award cannot be determined until all applications are 
received, applicants should anticipate assistance with books and supplies  

Applications are available from the church office, or by emailing 
pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org. Questions? Call the church office. 

Deadline for Applications is Sunday August 14th 
 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP TODAY! 
We are delighted that you are here in celebration and worship 
at St. John UCC. The members and friends of our faith community hope 
that you will encounter God in a meaningful and profound way, and that 
God’s Spirit will inspire you today to live your faith out loud. 

If you cannot join us in person, you will always have a front row seat 
on our live stream at facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport/live. 

Assisted Listening Devices are available. Please ask an usher.  

Please remember to return your name tag on your way home. 
We will have them waiting for your return next week! 

We hope that you want to discover more about the congregation and its 
ministry in the community of Freeport, across our state and nation, and 
around the world. Please ask one of our ushers or visit us: 
 on the Web: www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 
 on Facebook:www.facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport 
 on Twitter: www.twitter.com/stjohnfreeport 

 

FOR OUR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
The Infant and Toddler Room is provided for ages birth to 3 years 
with age-appropriate activities and equipment in Room S3.  
(Please note: the Infant Room is not staffed at this time.) 

Children from kindergarten to fifth grade are invited to attend our 
summer Sunday School class following For the Child in All of Us in the 
worship service. The age range for this class is flexible, depending upon 
teacher capacity.  

 

 

 

EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
July 31, 2022 ● 10:00 am 

 

WELCOMING MUSIC and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE Silver and Gold Franklin, Arr. C. Cole 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  Thompson Brandt 
 One:  We gather again in this sacred space to worship our God. 
 Many:  Let us give thanks for God’s steadfast love. 
 One:  Let us praise God for God’s power and mercy. 
 Many: Let us appreciate the majesty of creation and the 

beauty that lives within us too.  
One:  Let us share our burdens with the One who helps us 

carry them. 
Many:  Let us remember where we have known God’s 

presence on our journey so far. 
One:  Let us return to our center, our rock, the One in whom 

we find true life. 
 Many:  Let us return again to the way of love. 
 

*HYMN For the Beauty of the Earth DIX 
 (WAR #40) vv. 1-2, 4-5 
 
*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

 

 

 

* An asterisk is an invitation to rise as one is able (in body or spirit). 
Please silence your mobile devices before the beginning of worship. 

 

ST. JOHN UCC STAFF 
Senior Pastor: 
Rev. Henry E. “Hank” Fairman hank@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
 mobile: 703-473-3534 
Pastor for Community & Mission: 
Rev. Rachel Kirk rachel@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
 mobile: 352-215-7135 
Director of Congregational Life: 
Pam Wessel pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
Bookkeeping Intern: Madilyn Diddens 
Digital Media Assistants: Paul Giuffre, Ben Lincoln 
Church Musician: Randy Cook Bell Choir Director: Judi Buus 

Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Dr. Donnley Dutcher 
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Service Credits, Copyright, and Streaming Notice 
All music and hymns in this service are reprinted, recorded/podcasted, and/or streamed 
with permission obtained from: 

CCLI Copyright License # 2752305, Streaming License # 20105443, 
CCS PERFORMmusic and WORSHIPcast License # 13435. 

or OneLicense Copyright and Podcasting License # A-726513. 
Original compositions and arrangements remain the property of the artist, and are used 
with their express permission for performing, reprinting, recording, and streaming. 



CELEBRATION OF BIRTHDAYS AND GIFTS 

Funds collected in this offering are directed to Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard 
 

GATHERING PRAYER 

 Silent Centering 

 Congregational Prayer (speaking together) 

 O God, our world is full of chaos and confusion. 
 Our lives are full of choices and opinions.  
 We hear many different claims about who you are, 
 What’s important to you, 
 How we should live. 
 We want to make good choices and promote what is holy and just. 
 We want to know you and follow you. 
 Still, it is easy to get lost in stress, forgetfulness, or misplaced 

priorities. 
 Help us to hear your voice through all the noise.  
 We can come to you with our questions. 
 We can look to scripture, and to how you’ve revealed yourself to 

the people around us. 
 Keep us from being distracted or confused.  
 Lead us to know you and anchor ourselves in you and you alone.  
 May your love be our center and our guide.  
 Amen. 

 

GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23 New Revised Standard Version 
 

FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US  Barb Copus 

 The Prayer of Our Savior 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread, 
and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For yours is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. 
Amen. 

 

ANTHEM  Only What You Do for Christ will Last Rasberry, arr. Cole 
Carl & Dianna Cole 

GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 Luke 12:13-21 New Revised Standard Version 
 

MESSAGE Enough is Enough Rev. Rachel Kirk 
 

*HYMN Lord, I Want to Be a Christian I WANT TO BE A CHRISTIAN   

 (WAR #457) 

 

PRESENTING OUR HEARTS AND GIFTS TO GOD 
Gathering the Gifts with Praise 

 Offering Song I'd Rather Have Jesus Miller, Shae, arr. Cole 
 *Prayer of Dedication (speaking together) 
 All we have belongs to you, O God. Teach us to give out of our 

abundance, and to reject fear and scarcity. Help us to love one 
another as you love us. Bless these gifts and use them to serve 
your people. Amen.  

 

SHARING CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS  
Prayers of the People 

 

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS: an Affirmation of Baptism 

Invitation & Sentences 

 

Questions of the Candidates 

 

Affirmation of Faith (on screen) UCC Statement of Faith 

 

Address & Question about Participation 

 

 

 

 

Welcome and Reception 
One: Let us, the members of St. John United Church of Christ, 

express our welcome and affirm our mutual ministry in 
Christ. 

All: We welcome you with joy in the common life of this 
church. We promise you our friendship and prayers as 
we share the hopes and labors of the church of Jesus 
Christ. By the power of the Holy Spirit may we 
continue to grow together in God’s knowledge and 
love and be witnesses of our risen Savior. 

 

Prayer & Greeting of Christian Love 

 

*HYMN All Things Are Yours!    GERMANY LM 
 (WAR #687) 
 

*BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE I'd Rather Have Jesus  
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

AMITY UNDERWEAR DRIVE  
There is a great need for new children’s underwear for underprivileged 
households in our community. We are called to reach out and let them 
know that we care. Please donate as you are able. 

A laundry basket can be found in the Entryway for your gifts. 
 

. 

ICE CREAM SOCIAL 
Wednesday, August 10, 4:30-7 pm 

Come enjoy an evening of fun, food, and relaxation with friends from the 
St. John UCC community. The Care & Community Leadership Team is 
whipped up to bring back our annual summer Ice Cream Social.  Barbecue 
sandwiches, hot dogs, chips, salad will be served, along with cake, pie and 
ice cream to complete your meal! Tickets available on Sundays, or in the 
office during the week. 

 

 

 
St. John United Church of Christ – Freeport, IL 

an Open and Affirming congregation, 
where God is Still Speaking, 


