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July & August 2022 A Regular Sharing of our Mission and Ministry 

TIDINGS 

Wherever you are on life’s journey, worship as one community every Sunday  
 

Come together in the Sanctuary or share in  
our streaming Online Worship every Sunday, 10:00 am: 

facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport/live 

 

SUMMER CAMP SUNDAY 
Sunday, 7/24 during worship 

Come share in the Summer Camp Spirit on July 24, 
as we welcome back the Spirit Camp participants, and 
all of this year’s campers!  

We’ll sing the camp songs, and celebrate the won-
derful fellowship that comes from sharing in our 
Outdoor Ministries. 

WEAR YOUR CAMP SHIRTS!!  

 
“WELCOME GATHERING” 

Following worship, 7/10 

 Are you interested in learning more about the com-
munity at St. John UCC, how we prayerfully determine 
our ministry and our mission, and what it means to be 
a member of a progressive, inclusive Christian church? 
An information session on congregational life, ministry 
and membership for our wider community will be held 
on Sunday, 7/10 following morning worship. 

We will welcome those who choose to make an affir-
mation of their faith and wish to join the congregation 
during the morning worship service on July 31, 2022. 

RSVP by email to: joinus@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

 
CHURCH LEADERSHIP 

RETREAT 
Sunday, 7/17 12:00-4:00 

Members of Church Council and 
our Leadership Teams will gather 
for a mid-year retreat to dream 
with God’s Spirit. 

All Task and Ministry Teams are 
also encouraged to attend. 

 
Friday, 8/26, 
4:00-8:00 pm 

Make your mark on the streets of 
Freeport! Add your artistic spirit to 
our community! 

St. John UCC is again a sponsor of 
this year’s sixth annual Paint the 
Port event in downtown Freeport 

See p. 4 for more information 

 
LABOR DAY HYMN SING 

Sunday, 9/4 

Join in our annual hymn sing on 
Labor Day weekend!  

This all-ages worship celebration 
brings our old favorites and our 
new-to-me hymns to voice. 

Come ready to sing God our praises! 
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COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS 
Deadline for Applications is August 14 

 The community at St John UCC is blessed with a 
commitment to expanding the education and 
experiences of our youth.  

The Kampmeier Fund in the St. John Church 
Endowment was created to extend the generous spirit 
of our members and friends for educational 
scholarships. Members of our church community are 
invited to apply. Proof of acceptance or fall schedule 
from the school is required. While a specific amount 
of award cannot be determined until all applications 
are received, applicants should anticipate assistance 
with books and supplies  

Applications are available from the church office, or 
by emailing pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org.  

Deadline for Applications is Sunday August 14th 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

7/4 Church Office Closed 
7/10 “Welcome Gathering” Info Session 
7/11-7/16 Spirit Camp @ Pilgrim Park 
7/17 Church Leadership Retreat 
7/24 Camp Sunday 
7/31 Welcome Sunday for New Members 

8/7 Guest Preacher: Becky Hebert 
8/26 Paint the Port 
8/28 Back to School & Backpack Blessing 
9/2 Parents’ Gathering 

COMMUNITY LIFE & MINISTRY 

MAY-JUNE (TWO MONTH) & MID-YEAR 
FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

Income Actual Budget Difference 

Pledges/Gifts $38,025 $50,000 (-$11,975) 

Total Income $72,038 $69,700 $2,338 

Total Expenses $72,429 $73,825 (-$1,395) 

2-Month Total (-$391) (-$4,125) $3,734 

1/2 Yr Income $180,982 $209,100 -($28,118) 

1/2 Yr Expenses $222,892 $221,476 -($1,416) 

1/2 Yr  Total (-$41,909) (-$12,376) (-$29,533) 

 

LIBRARY REFRESH 

 You may have noticed a “Free Books” cart in our 
Narthex in recent weeks. This is a result of preliminary 
cleaning-out of our church library! The goal is to make 
this a more appealing and accessible space for all gen-
erations by culling, reorganizing, and updating our col-
lection. 

If you are interested in helping with this project, 
please contact Carla Meyer or Pastor Rachel.  

 
MUSIC MINISTRY REBOOT 

 Have you missed singing in the choirs? How about 
ringing your handbells? Got a horn or flute to toot? 
Our Music Ministry groups will be regathering in Au-
gust for the fall, winter, and beyond!. 

Look for  more information soon! 



3  

 

TENDING OUR GENEROUS SPIRIT 
A Snapshot on Faith-Based Giving: 

 The Development Team has been having some 
great conversations and planning for our work.  Four 
of the members are underway with an online class on 
Cultivating Generous Giving and are already sharing 
and making plans to implement what is being learned.  
For example, religious giving decreased 30% (not 
individual giving in general) between 1979-2019.  The 
number of 501(c)(3)s in existence has grown 
substantially through the years allowing us all to 
contribute to organizations that speak to our hearts 
but have also decreased giving to our religious 
institutions. 

 We also have learned that those who attend most 
frequently give the most, but we also know that 
today’s families don’t attend with the frequency of 
previous generations. These discussions and 
knowledge gathering will help our church fiscally plan 
each year and for our future. 

 Naturally, we will share a mission moment in the 
4th quarter as we budget and forecast for the year 
ahead. While some of the nuts and bolts of giving may 
be necessary to discuss and understand, please know 
the heart of giving is also a big part of our work! 

 We will share with you the joys of giving and how 
we see our church changing, within our congregation 
and through the great work that is happening outside 
our walls. Our beliefs have matured and evolved over 
many years. We are a “new church” coming out of 
these last years of COVID, blessed to be in an 
established ministry and well-maintained building. We 
are excited about how our work will help further the 
mission of St John United Church of Christ! 

 

Strongly Rooted in Love 

Friends and Members of the St. John UCC 
community—Greetings! 

 We want to give you a glance in what is coming up 
for the Finance and Development Team. On Sunday, 
July 10, we will be bringing a mission moment to you, 
outlining the beginnings of what we have discovered 
about our congregation’s generous spirit. 

 We have about 60 member families that support 
our ministry through an annual “Faith Promise” 
pledge. Additionally, we have about 40 member 
families that give regularly but don’t pledge. And of 
course, we have over 25 friends and non-member 
families that support our ministry. We’re working to 
understand why people feel motivated to share 
generously, and how our ministry became one of their 
important places to help change the world. 

 After we share about our generous support, our 
team will be making contact with those who have not 
yet returned a Faith Promise for 2022. We hope you r 
spirit is encouraged to grow our generosity even for 
this year! Into the fall, we plan to further educate on 
the spiritual practices of generosity as we move into 
our next Annual Giving Campaign later in the year.   

 We are keeping close to our hearts that we need 
$40,000 to have a budget in the black and be able to 
afford our open positions in the administrative and 
worship staff members. In case it bears repeating, the 
work of these key roles is being shouldered by our 
three-member ministry team. We certainly don’t want 
to burn them out or prevent their important work 
from advancing! 

 If any of this activity is of interest to you, we would 
love you to join our small, but mighty team. We 
currently have five members but would love a team of 
eight. Our next meeting is July 19th at 6:30pm.  Please 
reach out to Pastor Hank or myself if you have 
interest and would like to learn more. 

With peace, 
Vanessa Hughes, Chair 

Did you know? 

Faith‐based en es experienced an 11% overall giving in‐
crease in 2021 and an 18.8% increase from 2019 to 2021. 
This was the fi h largest increase in 2021 and the fourth 
largest increase in the last three years, among the 11 sectors 
into which charitable organiza ons are reviewed.  
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COMMUNITY GROUPS AND MINISTRIES 
SMALL GROUPS: SUMMER HIATUS 

If you have a hobby, talent, or topic of interest and would be interested in leading a small group on it for church 
members, please contact Pastor Rachel. This is a great way to mix up our social groups, gain some new skills and 
knowledge, and have fun together! 

 

FIRST MONDAYS, 6:30 PM 
 

PRISM is a confidential community group for LGBTQ 
youth, adults, and those who love and support them. 
PRISM meets at the church, 6:30-8:00 pm, on the first 
Monday of each month. 

The next meeting will be July 11 & August 8, 2022.  

For more information on PRISM, please visit: 

stjohnuccfreeport.org/what-we-do/prism 
www.facebook.com/groups/prismlighthouse/ 

 
FIRST SATURDAYS, 8:00 AM 

Come join the next gathering of the Men’s Ministry. 
Join the lively group in the Chapel Hearth Room . 

 

RESOURCE GROUP 
THURSDAY, 7/7  & 8/5 

9AM 
 

Coffee, friendship, and more! 

 
PAINT THE PORT 

A Creative Community Event 
 

St. John UCC is excited to continue as a sponsor of the Sixth Annual Paint the Port 
community event. In addition to our regular sponsorship, our Creation Justice 
Green Team will provide bio-renewable and compostable cups for the paint! 

 This year, we have 8“Street Canvas” squares to share among our church com-
munity. All supplies will be provided: paint, brushes, mixing trays, etc. To reserve a 
Canvas, please contact Pam Wessel at the church office or email 
pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org.  

 This year’s Paint the Port is scheduled to take place on Friday, August 26 from 
4:00 pm until 6:00 pm.  

Come and join in the fun!  
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OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 
RACIAL JUSTICE TEAM 

Outcome of 6/19/22 
Special Congregational Meeting  

 The Racial Justice Team had hoped to hold a con-
gregational vote to affirm the Racial Justice Covenant 
at this meeting. Unfortunately a quorum of members 
was not reached so the meeting business could not be 
accomplished. Lisa Schubert offered a report on be-
half of the Racial Justice Team. Several members 
spoke in favor of affirming the covenant, and ex-
pressed hopes that another congregational meeting 
can happen in the near future to permit a vote. Robert 
Mayfield expressed Church Council’s intent to vote on 
the covenant in a timely manner and will plan to read-
dress this topic at a future meeting. 

 The Team is thankful for those in attendance at the 
meeting and members of the congregation who gave 
their feedback on drafts of the Covenant through Lis-
tening Sessions. The Team is committed to continuing 
its work for racial justice, even before the vote is 
scheduled, and remains excited for where God will 
lead us in this work. Be on the lookout for future 
events and opportunities to get involved!  

 

 
FACC FOOD PANTRY 

 In supporting the Food Pantry and its clients 
throughout July and August we are asked to collect 

Personal Items                  Cereal and Oatmeal 

  
Donations can be placed in the collection carts in the 
Atrium entryway. 

 

 

AMITY UNDERWEAR DRIVE 

 There is a great need for new children’s underwear 
for underprivileged households in our community. We 
are called to reach out and let them know that we care. 
A laundry basket can be found in the Atrium for your 
donations of sizes 2-18 underwear of all types. 

GREEN ENERGY REPORT  
 

Month Produced Used Difference 

March 1,378 kWh 4,713 kWh 3,335 kWh 

April 2,584 kWh 3,905 kWh 1,321 kWh 

May 3,180 kWh 2,464 kWh -716 kWh 
ONE 

BENCH! 

200 LBS 

TWO 

BENCHES! 

400 LBS 

THREE-

BENCHES 

600 LBS 

FOUR 

BENCHES! 

800 LBS 

ONE 

TABLE! 

1,350 LBS 

TWO 

TABLES! 

1,900 LBS 

FIVE 

BENCHES! 

2,100 LBS 

DONE!

THANK 

YOU! 

BOTTLE CAP BENCH & TABLES 
PROGRESS CHART 

Cap collections ended on 5/31/2022 
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YOUTH FORMATION AND FELLOWSHIP 

 
SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL:  

WHIRL ALL KIDS 
K—5TH GRADE 

 Younger children are invited to our multi-age Sun-
day School class for the summer. Join to watch a fun 
video with the Whirl characters, explore a Bible story 
together, and partner with kids of different ages for 
crafts and activities. The age range for this class is 
flexible, depending on teacher capacity. July and Au-
gust’s offerings will include: 

 7/3  The Unforgiving Servant (Matt. 18:21-35) 

 7/10  Sheep and Goats (Matt. 25:31-46) 

 7/17  Who’s the Greatest? (Mark 9:30-37) 

 7/24  Abide in Love (John 15:9-17) 

 7/31  Faith Like Abraham (Rom. 4:13-25) 

  8/7  Jews and Gentiles (Rom. 15:4-13) 

  8/14  United in Christ (1 Cor. 1:10-18) 

  8/21  Blessings in Christ (Eph. 1:3-14) 

 

 Regular Sunday School programming will resume 
on 8/28, when we will celebrate the start of a new 
school year together.  

 

 

 

 
LETTERS TO CAMP 

 We are excited to have many St. John UCC youth 
going to Pilgrim Park Spirit Camp this summer! Our 
congregation can support these youth through prayer 
and by writing them letters to open during their time at 
camp. Let’s let them know we are thinking of them 
and are excited to hear about how God speaks to them 
in this transformative time! 

 The easiest way to get letters to our youth is to drop 
them off at church in the labeled box outside the 
church office by Sunday, July 10th. You can also mail 
letters directly to camp by July 4th: 

  Camper’s Name 
  Pilgrim Park Camp c/o Spirit Camp 
  26449 1340 N Avenue  
  Princeton, IL 61356  
 

2022 Spirit Camp Attendees: 

Elliot F. 
Levi G. 

Emily K. 
Hazel M. 

Kerrigan P. 
Addisyn S 

Lexi S. 
Maggie S. 

Angeline W. 
Jocelyn W. 
Scarlett W. 

 

Finally, please consider supporting our camp scholar-
ship fund by making a donation to the Change for 
Change offering. 
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OUR CHURCH COMMUNITY 

JULY  BIRTHDAYS 

ST. JOHN UCC MINISTRY TEAM 
Senior Pastor 
 Rev. Henry E. “Hank” Fairman 703-473-3534 
 Hank@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

Pastor for Community & Mission 
 Rev. Rachel Kirk 352-215-7135 
 Rachel@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

Director of Congregational Life 
 Pam Wessel 815-275-7202 
 Pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

Bookkeeping Intern  Madilyn Diddens 

Digital Media Intern Paul Giuffre, Ben Lincoln 

Youth Ministry Assistants Madison Riddell, Dan King 

Church Musician Randy Cook 

Bell Choir Director  Judi Buus  

Pastor Emeritus Rev. Dr. Donnley Dutcher 

Email the church office at: 
office@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

7/06 Mary & Larry Frazee  

7/10 Joan & Peter Flynn  

7/12 Daniel King & Robert Mayfield  

7/19 Tim & Tom Campbell-Outcault  

7/29 Dagny & Thompson Brandt 
7/24 Martha & Perry Cowan 
 Sarah & Hugh Knapp  

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 

7/01 Lana Kuntz  

7/02 Addisyn Shaffer  

7/03 Terry Atz 
 Dylan Holbert 
 Linda Heidenreich 

7/05 Marjorie Criddle 

7/06 Dale Priewe 

7/07 Don Valkema 

7/09 Adeline Miller 

7/10 Martha Cowan 

7/13 Vanessa Hughes 

7/15 Sharon Hull 

7/19 Jim Drew  

7/21 Ann Carroll  

7/25 Nancy Otte  

7/27 Mike Simler  

7/28 Ryan Shaffer 

7/29 William Kreeger 

7/30 Wessel Young  

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

8/4 Dorothy McGregor 

8/5 Lyle Krug 

8/6 Rachel Bicksler 
 Shawn Killingbeck 
 Ed Orde 
 Ron Slade 

8/8 Kathy Skwara 

8/10 Pam Manus 
8/12 Tom Campbell-
 Outcault 

8/13 Stephen Kreeger 

8/14 Clara Hansen 

8/16 Faye Hughes 

8/17 Donna Polhill 
 Jeff Richardson 

8/18 Anita Bicksler 

8/20 Jane Krug 

8/23 Carla Meyer 
 James Priewe 

8/24 Greg Ware 

8/29 Diana Fox, 
 Ann Young 

8/31 Suzanne Cook 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 

8/02 Robert & Barbara Luedeke 

8/02 Carl & Ellen Roderick 

8/11 Ray & Jeri Nieman 

8/13 Dan & Pam Wessel 

8/14 Bill & Lisa Condie 

8/14 Shan & Vicki MacAdam 

8/18 Stan & Carol Smith 

8/20 Andrew & Laura Hartman 

8/23 Shawn Killingbeck & David Crowell 
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Place 

Stamp 

Here 

Change Service Requested 

1010 South Park Boulevard 

Freeport, IL 61032 

www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 

ONE MORE THOUGHT: SAVE THESE DATES!  

ICE CREAM SOCIAL — Wednesday, August 10 , 4:30-7 pm 
Come enjoy an evening of fun, food and relaxation with friends from the St. John UCC communi-
ty. The Care & Community Leadership Team is whipped up to bring back our annual summer Ice 
Cream Social.  Barbecue sandwiches, hot dogs, chips, salad will be served for an appetizer, along 
with cake, pie and ice cream to complete your meal! 

Tickets will be available in the church office, on Sunday mornings, and at the door.  

 

LABOR DAY SUNDAY HYMN SING — Sunday, September 4 
Come join in our annual hymn sing on Labor Day weekend! Find your favorite hymns, and 
mark down the numbers from our hymnal! This all-ages worship celebration brings our old 
favorites and our new-to-me hymns to voice.  Come ready to sing God our praises! 

 

RALLY DAY— Sunday, September 11 
Come share in our extravagant welcome as we return from summer’s days of fun! Join in 
our extravagant welcome of worship, sharing stories of God’s blessings for us all. Stay for 
the annual Rally Day Picnic and Yard Games. Share in community as we celebrate the rad-
ical hospitality of God’s all-embracing love! 


