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May 2022 A Regular Sharing of our Mission and Ministry 

TIDINGS 

Wherever you are on life’s journey, worship as one community every Sunday  
 

Come together in the Sanctuary or share in  
our streaming Online Worship every Sunday, 10:00 am: 

facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport/live 

 

 
The Prairie Association, Illinois Conference, 

United Church of  Christ 
and St. John United Church of  Christ 

cordially invite your presence and prayers for the Service of  Installation for  

the Rev. Rachel Lohmann Kirk 

as Pastor for  
Community and Mission  

to the congregation. 

May 1, 2022, 2:00 pm  

 

Clergy who wish to robe and process should arrive one half  hour prior to the 
service to robe, pray, and prepare for the processional. 

Red or rainbow stoles encouraged.  

A reception will immediately follow in Fellowship Hall. 
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COMMUNITY LIFE & MINISTRY 

 
BOTTLE CAP BENCH PROJECT UPDATE 

Cap collections to end on 5/31/2022 

Since October 2020, our congregation, friends, and 
community have faithfully uncapped their bottles, 
washed and sorted their lids, and dropped them off at 
the church to support the Bottle Cap Bench Project. 

We have collected enough caps to create: 

 Four six-foot rainbow benches 
(250 lbs/bench) 

 Two 92-inch “Ozark” bench tables 
(550 lbs/table) 

Our project will complete with the addition of one 
more bench (6 ft/ 250 lbs), placed by the sidewalk on 
Park Blvd to welcome our neighbors to rest a moment 
while they enjoy nature’s beauty. 

The manufacture of one pound of PET 
(polyethylene terephthalate) plastic can produce up to 
three pounds of carbon dioxide. That means we have 
recycled 2,100 lbs of plastic caps, and reduced 6,300 
pounds of carbon dioxide in our atmosphere! 

To “cap” this project off, we need a celebration of 
thanksgiving for Dan and Marla Kreeger. The 
Kreegers have overseen the project, the cap checking, 
and bench delivery from its inception. That’s a 
“TON” of work! Thanks to your creation care and 
justice mission, Dan and Marla, we can all enjoy rest 
and fellowship together on the church lawn during 
coffee hour and special events! 

MARCH FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

Income Actual Budget Difference 

Pledges/Gifts $22,106 $25,000 (-$2,894) 

Total Income $28,590 $34,850 (-$6,260) 

Total Expenses $55,887 $36,912 $48,975 

Month Total (-$27,297) (-$2,062) (-$29,359) 

YTD Income $75,115 $104,550 ($-29,435) 

YTD Expenses $112,839 $110,738 $2,101 

YTD Total (-$37,324) (-$6,188) (-$43,512) 
ONE 

BENCH! 

200 LBS 

TWO 

BENCHES! 

400 LBS 

THREE-

BENCHES 

600 LBS 

FOUR 

BENCHES! 

800 LBS 

ONE 

TABLE! 

1,350 LBS 

TWO 

TABLES! 

1,900 LBS 

FIVE 

BENCHES! 

2,100 LBS 

DONE!

THANK 

YOU! 

BOTTLE CAP BENCH & TABLE 
PROGRESS CHART 

NOTE: The March expenses include quarterly payments for pensions and 
insurances. The month totals appear higher than typical. 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

Community Events in May and Beyond! 

May—Mental Health Awareness Month 

5/1 Pastor Rachel’s Installation Service 

5/8 Mother’s Day 
  Racial Justice Covenant Listening Session 

5/22 Racial Justice Covenant Listening Session 

5/29 Memorial Day Weekend 
 

June—Pride Month 

6/5 Pentecost Sunday, Confirmation Sunday 
  Community Picnic 

6/19 Juneteenth Anniversary Recognition 
  Congregational Meeting on Racial Justice Covenant 

6/25 Sunday School Picnic @ Krape Park 

6/26 LGBTQ+ Pride Sunday 
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OUR MISSION AND MINISTRY 
GLOBAL MINISTRIES 

MONTHLY PRAYER PARTNERS  

MAY—BANGLADESH 

 
 

 One of the major challenges to development in 
rural communities in Bangladesh is the vast ethnic and 
cultural diversity of the population. In many remote 
minority communities children do not attend 
government schools due to the language barrier. 
Women do not have access to education and 
opportunities to gain employable skills. 

 Global Ministries partner the Christian 
Commission for Development in Bangladesh (CCDB) 
has developed a wide range of programs for 
addressing development challenges. As part of its 
Comprehensive Poverty Reduction Program, CCDB 
organizes women’s self-help groups in many areas. 
Women learn employable skills and are trained in 
community leadership, financial management, 
nutrition, and health. CCDB now sees that areas with 
active women’s organizations have experienced more 
economic development, stronger community life, and 
healthier families. 

 

Global Ministries is a partnership ministry between the United 
Church of Christ and the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ). For more information, please visit:  

www.globalministries.org 

 
FACC FOOD PANTRY 

In supporting the Food Pantry and its clients: 
throughout May we are asked to collect 

Household Cleaning Products 

 
Donations can be placed in the collection carts in the 
Atrium entryway. 

 

CHICAGO AVENUE MISSION 
DINNER PROGRAM 

 Our culinary master team continues to prepare 
weekly dinners for the guests at the Chicago Avenue 
Mission. The Mission is open throughout the year, and 
our team serves a home-style meal every Wednesday 
evening. Your generous gift of time and love fills hun-
gry people with food and friendship!  

 We are in need of people to cook a weekly meal or 
help out once a month. Contact Pam Wessel or Dan 
King for more information, or to sign up! 

GREEN ENERGY REPORT  
 

Month Produced Used Difference 

January 388 kWh 10,174 kWh 9,786 kWh 

February 1,467 kWh  6,462 kWh  4,995 kWh 

March 1,378 kWh 4,713 kWh 3,335 kWh 
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WHAT WE’VE DONE SO FAR 

 “Listening for the Sacred Voice: A Presentation 
on Ho-Chunk and Lakota Cultures,” with speaker 
Jerry Savage, November 6, 2021 

 Introductory presentation at the January 
Congregational Meeting explaining the origins and 
purpose of the Racial Justice Team and the plan 
for a congregational vote on a Racial Justice 
Covenant 

 “Frederick Douglass Speaks: Faith, Freedom, 
Equality, Hope,” with presenter Steve Cole as 
abolitionist Frederick Douglass, February 19, 2022 

WHAT’S NEXT 

5/8 and 5/22: Listening Sessions  

Join members of the Racial Justice Team after 
worship in the Chapel Hearth Room to review a draft 
of our Racial Justice Covenant, ask any questions, and 
give your feedback.  

6/12: Final Covenant Draft Presentation 

Join after worship to read the final covenant draft.   

6/19: Congregational Meeting and Vote! 

 

ST. JOHN UCC RACIAL JUSTICE TEAM 

 In 2003, the General Synod of the UCC 
acknowledged a call by God on our denomination to 
be an anti-racist church. The resolution encouraged 
local churches to “adopt anti-racism mandates, 
including policy that encourages anti-racism programs 
for all United Church of Christ staff and volunteers,” 
and called them to “examine both historic and 
contemporary forms of racism and its effects.” 
 
 In the spirit of this past resolution, and as an 
extension of our broader Christian values of justice 
and peace, the Mission and Outreach Leadership 
Team assembled a Racial Justice Team in Spring of 
2021 to work specifically on anti-racism initiatives 
through our congregation. Like the Green Team, this 
team focuses on a mission priority of the 
congregation.  
 
 Our main purpose is to pass a covenant 
designating St. John as a Racial Justice Church. We 
also create educational opportunities to engage issues 
of race, racism, and the experiences of BIPOC 
(Black, Indigenous, People of Color), and strive to 
strengthen our extravagant welcome of people of all 
races into our congregational life and spaces. 

OUR COMMITMENT TO RACIAL JUSTICE 

JOIN THE MOVEMENT 

 Join the Movement toward Racial Justice is a developing resource from the UCC 
national setting for UCC congregations looking for resources and inspiration in 
their anti-racism work. It is an invitation to demonstrate God’s love and to partner 
with others who are working for the transformation of racism in our world so that 
we might foster flourishing lives for all. 

 Every setting of the UCC, from local churches to global partners, has a role to 
play in expanding our practices of antiracism and strengthening our capacities as 
partners and participants in the burgeoning racial justice movements of our time. In 
this effort, story-sharing is a key component. Our stories show us not only who we 
are, but also inspire who we may become. 

Providing opportunities to encounter the antiracism journeys of others, Join the Movement will be a hub of story
-sharing that draws others to participate and opens hearts to new possibilities and practices of racial justice. 

To learn more, please visit: https://jointhemovementucc.org/ 
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YOUTH FORMATION AND FELLOWSHIP 

 
GODLY PLAY—PRE-K-3RD GRADES 

The Godly Play class teaches Bible stories to young-
er children through Montessori-style play and mate-
rials. May’s lessons will include: 

   5/1   The Synagogue and the Upper Room
      (& a special project!)  

   5/8  Circle of Communion 

   5/15  Paul’s Discovery 

   5/22  The Part Not Yet Written 

   5/29  Mystery of Pentecost 

 

 
KIDS’ WORSHIP—4TH-8TH GRADES 

The Kids’ Worship class helps older elementary and 
middle school youth begin to connect the dots be-
tween Biblical stories and their own experiences of 
God, using the Whirl characters and curriculum. 
May’s lessons will include: 

   5/1   The Ascension (& a special project!)  

   5/8  The Holy Spirit at Pentecost 

   5/15  Peter and Tabitha 

   5/22  Paul, Silas, and the Earthquake 

   5/29  New Heaven and New Earth  

 

 
HELIX—5TH-8TH GRADES 

HELIX is an afterschool program sponsored and host-
ed by St. John UCC that focuses on community-
building and social-emotional learning. HELIX meets 
each Wednesday from 3:00 to 5:00 pm.  

May Schedule 

  5/4  No Meeting—School Improvement Day 

  5/11  HELIX 

  5/18  HELIX 

  5/25  HELIX 

  6/1  HELIX: Last Day! 

helix@stjohnuccfreeport.org 
www.stjohnuccfreeport.org/helix 

www.facebook.com/helixyouthoutreach 
www.instagram.com/helixyouthoutreach 

 

 

CONFIRMATION 

Our Spring 2022 Confirmation class is coming to an 
end! Please hold our Confirmation students in prayer 
as they explore questions of faith and discern God’s 
call for them. Plan to join for worship on 6/5 to cele-
brate with our students and to welcome those who 
choose to join into church membership.   

May Schedule 

  5/10    Session 9: The UCC & St. John UCC 

  5/24  Session 10: Loose Ends 

  6/5  Confirmation Sunday 
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COMMUNITY GROUPS AND MINISTRIES 
SPRING SMALL GROUPS: MAY OFFERINGS 

Sharing in a small group is a great way to make some friendly connections with others in our church community, 
while enhancing your life. Sign up by emailing joinus@stjohnuccfreeport.org, placing your name on the sheet lo-
cated on the Narthex Bulletin Board, or by calling the church office. 

 

FIRST MONDAYS, 6:30 PM 
 

PRISM is a confidential community group for LGBTQ 
youth, adults, and those who love and support them. 
PRISM meets at the church, 6:30-8:00 pm, on the first 
Monday of each month. 

The next meeting will be May 2, 2022.  

For more information on PRISM, please visit: 

stjohnuccfreeport.org/what-we-do/prism 
www.facebook.com/groups/prismlighthouse/ 

 

 
 

 
FIRST SATURDAYS, 8:00 AM 

 
Come join the next gathering of the Men’s Ministry. 
Join the lively group in the Chapel Hearth Room . 

 

RESOURCE GROUP 
Thursday, May 5th, 9am 

         Coffee, friendship, and more! 

 
Strum a Joyful Song 

Wednesdays, 6:30-8:00pm, with Hank Fairman 

Have you ever wanted to try playing a guitar? Did 
you ever think, “I’d love to strum a tune by the camp-
fire!” Were you amazed by Mark Knopfler's licks, 
Nancy Wilson’s riffs, or Dave Matthews’ sweet 
trax?  Why not give it a try! 

Join Pastor Hank for the four Wednesdays of May, 
6:30-8:00 for an evening of strumming, plucking, and 
picking our way through guitar music. This is a time 
for beginning players and interested listeners. Bring 
your own, or borrow one from the rack, and play 
along. Gatherings will take place in the Choir Loft in 
the Sanctuary. 

 

 

 

 

Craft Together 

Fridays, 10:30am-12:30pm, with Molly Carlson 

Do you knit, crochet, embroider, bead, or do another 
hand craft? Grab your favorite craft supplies and join 
for a social time of making things alongside fellow art-
ists in our congregation. This will be a great way to get 
our creative juices flowing together and get to know 
each other better. Molly can offer help with technique 
or skill-building in knitting and crochet as needed. 

Sessions will meet in the Chapel Hearth Room on the 
first three Fridays of May, the following dates: 

5/6, 5/13, 5/20 
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OUR CHURCH COMMUNITY 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 

5/2 Fiona Hughes 

5/3 Elva Piehn 

5/4 Rachel Kirk 

5/6 Judy Garkey 

5/9 Maggie Cich 

5/11 Dennis Garkey 

5/12 Michelle Cich 
Ken Schrock 

5/13 Larry Frazee 

5/15 Celeste & Vivienne 
Walsh 

5/15 Katelyn Copus 

5/16 Ronnie Clock 
Lisa Condie 

5/18  Rae Ann McMurray 

5/20  Dylan Kuntz 

 Jill Collin 

5/23  Mary Frazee  
Sarah Knapp 

5/25  Scarlett Walsh 

5/27   Kristi Kamholz 

5/28 Kathy Koch 
Lannie Lehman 

5/30  Amanda Bertram-
Vizcarra 

CHURCH STAFF 
Senior Pastor 
 Rev. Henry E. “Hank” Fairman 703-473-3534 
 Hank@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

Pastor for Community & Mission 
 Rev. Rachel Kirk 352-215-7135 
 Rachel@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

Director of Congregational Life 
 Pam Wessel 815-275-7202 
 Pam@stjohnuccfreeport.org 

Bookkeeping Intern Emily Hazzard 

Digital Media Intern Paul Giuffre 

Youth Ministry Assistants Madison Riddell, Dan King 

Church Musician Randy Cook 

Bell Choir Director  Judi Buus  

Pastor Emeritus Rev. Dr. Donnley Dutcher 

 
 Are you reflecting this spring on the impact of your 
family and mentors on your life in faith? Consider 
honoring them with a gift to The Memorial Fund! 

 The Memorial Fund at St. John UCC exists to sup-
port the mission, ministry, and outreach of the congre-
gation. The Fund was created from the generosity of 
gifts celebrating the lives and impact of loved ones and 
family members of the congregation. 

 In 2018, Church Council received a recommenda-
tion from the Memorial and Tangible Gift Team to 
consolidate the memorial gifts into three designated 
and one undesignated funds: 

Congregational Support Fund 
Supports church members and their families in 
times of financial need. Requests are made to 
Care & Community Leadership Team. 

Worship & Arts Fund 
Provides for creative worship and artistic dis-
play throughout the church campus. Curated by 
Worship & Education Leadership Team. 

Library Fund 
The Laura S. Uthlaut Library Fund supports the 
collection of resources in the church library. 
Managed by the Library Volunteers. 

Undesignated Gifts Fund 
Allows special projects and non-budgeted 
needs to enhance church life. Coordinated by 
Church Council Executive Team. 

To make a donation to the Memorial Fund or to ask 
questions related to the fund, contact Pam Wessel. 

 

5/5 Mike & Alyson 
Graham 

5/11 Hayley Elliott & 
Rachel Kirk 

5/17 Dave & Olivia 
Shaffer 

5/21 Glen & Jan Kunkle 

5/17 Larry & Lana Kuntz 

5/18 Brett & Michele 
Piefer 

5/18 William & Kim 
Kreeger 

5/29 Phil & Barb 
Copus  

MAY ANNIVERSARIES 
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Place 

Stamp 

Here 

Change Service Requested 

1010 South Park Boulevard 

Freeport, IL 61032 

www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 

ONE MORE THOUGHT: MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS MONTH 

May is Mental Health Awareness Month. In our worship and in our ministry meetings, this 
month, our congregation will reflect on how we are called and engaged in widening the welcome 
and ending the stigma for those who live with mental illness and those supports them. Jesus 
reached out to people who were marginalized, to those who were ostracized, and to those who 
were the outcasts in the eyes of society. Mental illness and disability are part of the natural diversi-
ty of creation, neither a flaw nor a blessing, but one of the diverse ways of being an embodied 
creature. You are invited to join in this month of reflection and witness, considering the work of 
two of our mission partners in mental health ministry: the National Alliance on Mental Health 
(NAMI) and the UCC Mental Health Network.  

NAMI is the nation’s largest grassroots mental health organization dedicated to building bet-
ter lives for the millions of Americans affected by mental illness. Through the NAMI FaithNet 
congregations work to build themselves into welcoming, caring places as well as to promote the 
vital role of spirituality in the recovery journeys of many who live with mental health conditions, 
those for whom faith is a key component  

The United Church of Christ Mental Health Network works to reduce stigma and promote 
the inclusion of people with mental illnesses/brain disorders and their families in the life, leader-
ship and work of congregations. Their work envisions a future in which people with mental ill-
nesses feel welcomed, supported, valued and included in their congregations.  


