
WELCOME TO WORSHIP TODAY! 
We are delighted that you are here in celebration and worship 
at St. John UCC. The members and friends of our faith community hope 
that you will encounter God in a meaningful and profound way, and that 
God’s Spirit will inspire you today to live your faith out loud. 

If you cannot join us in person, you will always have a front row seat 
on our live-stream at facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport/live. 

Assisted Listening Devices are available. Please ask an usher.  

Please remember to return your name tag on your way out. 
We will have them waiting for your return next week! 

We hope that you want to discover more about the congregation and 
its ministry in the community of Freeport, across our state and nation, 
and around the world. Please ask one of our ushers or visit us: 
 on the Web: www.stjohnuccfreeport.org 
 on Facebook:www.facebook.com/stjohnuccfreeport 
 on Twitter: www.twitter.com/stjohnfreeport 

 

COVID Mitigations and Prevention Policy (Updated 3/2/022) 

The community at St. John UCC seeks to provide a welcoming, safe 
place for all who gather in worship and fellowship in the Coronavirus 
period. St. John UCC will honor the guidelines determined by Illinois 
Department of Public Health (IDPH) regarding masking. Mask use 
while on the church campus is at the discretion of the individual. 

This policy is subject to change dependent on the guidance of IDPH. 

Additionally, the Council asks that all groups consider the impact of 
masking during large-group gatherings: To extend our extravagant welcome 
and accommodate the health and safety needs of all who share in the celebration of 
worship and community, St. John UCC remains a “mask - affirming” congregation 
when we gather in the Sanctuary or in other large-group settings. 

We are guided by Christ’s words and pray that you are as well: 
“Whatever you did for one of the least of these..., you did for me.” (Matthew 25:40) 

 

Service Credits, Copyright, and Streaming Notice 
All music and hymns in this service are reprinted, recorded/podcasted, and/or streamed 
with permission obtained from: 

CCLI Copyright License # 2752305, Streaming License # 20105443, 
CCS PERFORMmusic and WORSHIPcast License # 13435. 

or OneLicense Copyright and Podcasting License # A-726513. 

Original compositions and arrangements remain the property of the artist, and are used with 
their express permission for performing, reprinting, recording, and streaming. 

FOR OUR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
The Infant and Toddler Room is provided for ages birth to 3 years 
with age-appropriate activities and equipment in Room S3.  
(Please note: the Infant Room is not staffed at this time.) 

Following the Conversation with Children, we welcome children of all ages 
to join in faith formation or to continue in worship. 

Godly Play welcomes youth Preschool to 3rd Grade for a play-based 
faith formation in Room S4. 

Kids’ Worship welcomes youth 4th Grade to 8th Grade to learn Bible 
stories, ask questions, and explore their faith together in Room S8. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 

March 20, 2022 ● 10:00 am 

 

WELCOMING MUSIC and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE  Today Your Mercy Calls Us Mark Sedio 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  Lisa Schubert 

One: God will surprise us with kindness. 
All: Our lives will be carried beyond 

the horizons of human mercy 
and enriched with overflowing love. 

One: Pause, turn around on the Lenten road 
and see a new reality. 

All: On this journey we may find in faith 
the free gifts of God through Christ. 

One: Then, in celebration, we will refresh the world, 
with generosity beyond the commonplace. 

All: Hopeful and hope-driven, we enter this sanctuary, 
seeking to depart enriched and empowered. 

One: Come, and be united in worship. 

 

*HYMN O God of Earth and Altar LLANGLOFFAN 
 (NCH #582, on screen) 
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* An asterisk is an invitation to rise as one is able (in body or spirit). 
Please silence your mobile devices before the beginning of worship. 



GATHERING PRAYER 

 Silent Centering 

 Congregational Prayer (speaking together) 

 Invite us to the banquet of new life flowing from your generous 
heart, O God. Help us to receive the love which is spread across 
the table of life and into which we are gathered this day. 

 You bless us with the dawn of each day. Our prayers become 
like seeds of new life, planted in faith, fed, and watered, 
cherished with the love of our Creator and the Christ.  

 Your Holy Spirit comforts us and challenges us, 
warm passion for good, fresh intentions to inspire:  
We will tend all life throughout creation; 
We will rely less on the consumer goods around us and share 
more with those who long for basic necessities; 
We will honor the sacred insights of the Indigenous people on 
whose land we sit and worship; 
We will bring love to those whose lives are stunted by Racism, 
white privilege, and discrimination; 
We will receive migrants and refugees with generosity;  
We will add to the reconciliation and peace of the world. 

 Help us to truly receive all that you offer us, so that our lives 
wave in joyful hope in a world that dies with cynicism and 
shallow solutions.  

 Call to our hearts in invitation. 
Take our hands now, we pray, and lead us toward your gifts. 
This we pray in the name of the Christ.  Amen.  

 Assurance of Pardon 

 

GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 Isaiah 55:1-9 New Revised Standard Version 
 Psalm 63:1-8 with thanks to Lydia and Joseph Jay, 
  of Journey with the Jays 
 

FOR THE CHILD IN ALL OF US  Sarah Knapp 

 The Prayer of Our Savior 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread, 
and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For yours is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. 
Amen. 

ANTHEM  A Celtic Prayer G. Brubaker 
  The Bell Choir 

 

GOD’S WORD IN SCRIPTURE 
 Luke 13:1-9 from the New Revised Standard Version 
 

MESSAGE Invitation Rev. Hank Fairman 
 

*HYMN Come to Tend God’s Garden KING’S WESTON 
 (NCH 586, on screen) 

 

PRESENTING OUR HEARTS AND GIFTS TO GOD 
 Gathering the Gifts with Praise 

 Offering Song Come to the Water John Foley 
 *Prayer of Dedication (speaking together) 
 Add to your table of generosity, all that we bring you today, 

O God. Place our gifts among those whose lives are failing to 
grow because they wait for justice. Then lead us on toward ever-
expanding horizons for growing in the life of Christ. Amen. 

 

SHARING CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS  

 Prayers of the People 

 Pastoral Prayer 
 

*HYMN (WAR #591) Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life FULDA 
 

BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE Sent Forth by God’s Blessing arr. J. Behnke 
  The Bell Choir 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

“COME TOGETHER: a Lenten journey of Reconnecting” 
Wednesday Lenten Series Continues this week 

Community Meal (with safer practices) – 6:00 pm 
Centering Worship and Discussion Series – 6:30-8:00 pm 

This week's Focus Invitation - Living our faith out loud 

“…there’s always an invitation – especially in times of upheaval 
and disruption like these... ready to bring about new creation.” 

  - Rob Bell 

Please sign up on the bulletin board or call the church office so we know 
how many to plan for. Childcare will be offered following the meal for 
families who would like to attend the discussion. 

  

SPRING SMALL GROUPS  
Check the Bulletin Board for the March Groups 

Sharing in a small group is a great way to make some friendly 
connections with others in our community, while enhancing your life.  

March’s Groups continue this week: 
Contemplative Adventures: 
Wednesdays, 10:00am-12:00pm, with Diane Jochum 

Handmade Greeting Cards 
Sundays, 11:30am-12:30pm, with Jan Kunkle 

If you’d like to lead a group this spring on a hobby or topic of interest, 
please contact Rev. Rachel today! 

 

St. John United Church of Christ – Freeport, IL 
an Open and Affirming congregation, 

where God is Still Speaking, 


